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PREFACE. 

Under the title which is prefixed to the following pages, it is 
proposed, should enceuragement be given, to publish a series of 
numbers or volumes, which shall embrace, 

1. Historical Sketches of Indian wars, battles and ez« 
ploits ; of the adventures and sufferings of the captives : 

2. Topographical Descriptions of towns and places in 
New-Hampshire, with their history, civil and ecclesiastical : 

3. Biographical Memoirs and Anecdotes of eminent and 
remarkable persons in New-Hampshire, or who have had con- 
nection with its settlement and history : 

4. Statistical Tables ; Tables of Births, Diseases and 
Deaths : 

5. Meteorological Observations, and facts relating to cli- 
mate: ' 

And such other interesting matter as may come to hand. 

The utility of individual efforts, as well as of associations, 
for the purpose of collecting and preserving what remains of 
the ai^tiquities and curiosities of a country, cannot be ques- 
tioned. Mankind generally are interested in the feelings and 
pursuits, the history and moral state of man in different ages. 
Hence arises a fondness for even those details, which alone, 
may be unworthy of regard, but which in the aggregate form 
the most vahiable sources from which to learn the exact condi- 
tion of a people. And perhaps there is no higher mental 
pleasure than that produced in ^' tracing the footsteps of past 
existence, in walking over the ground cultivated by former gen- 
erations, in reviewing the records of their deeds, and in exam- 
ining the monuments of their industry, wisdom and pj^." We 
are thus instructed in the powers of human geofus, and made 
acquainted with all the variety of character elicited in public 
trials or private sufferings. 
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Much has been done in Europe, by the patronage of govern- 
ments, and in America, by the enterprize and munificence of in- 
dividuals, to collect the antiquities and traditions of each quar- 
ter of the globe. It is unnecessary to enumerate the societies 
formed with this view since that of Charlemagne in the eighth 
century ; or to name those great lights in history which have 
preserved the knowledge of many centuries, and which now 
guide the pilgrim in his wearisome search afler the treasures of 
antiquity. 

Exertions, even the most humble, to collect the scattered 
fragments of our history, we believe will not fail to meet the 
approbation of every enlightened mind. Though our great his- 
torian, Dr. Belknap, has presented a rrch legacy to the people 
of this State, there are still left unexplored many sources of in- 
formation, to. which he had not time to devote his attention. It 
is believed that some valuable manuscripts and papers relating 
to important historical events, remain in the possessioit of those, 
who, if an opportunity presented for their publication free of 
expense, would cheerfully impart them for this purpose, for the 
benefit of society. To rescue from the dust and obscurity of 
private repositories such important documents, a^ are liable to 
be lost or destroyed, by the indifference or neglect of those in- 
to whose hands they may have fallen, will be a primary object 
of our attention. Not aspiring to the higher walks of general 
science, we shall confine the range of our exertions to (he humble 
task of collecting and preserving whatever may be useful to others 
in relation to the subjects before mentioned ; and we hope in 
some measure to succeed in rescuing from oblivion valuable 
and important facts, and to contribute a small share to the stock 
of historical knowledge respecting our own slate. i 

Another object is, to excite the attention of those versed in 
the unwritiQU history of our state, to the formation of a society 
at the seat of government, embracing the general plan of the 
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Historical Societies in Massachusetts and New- York .♦ Though 
New-Hampshire raaj be less fruitful in resources than either of 
those states, we are certain that very many interesting subjects 
deserve a more general inquiry than it is in the power of indi- 
viduals to make. No longer ago than in 1 750, there were herds 
, of savages roaming about the different parts of the state ; and so 
late as 1781, their latest depredations were committed in the towa 
of Shelburne. In almost every town on the borders of our great- 
er rivers, have been discovered traces of Indian fortifications, 
dwellings, implements, or weapons. And the memory of Indian 
eruptions is now fresh in the minds of some of our aged 
people. These circumstances are favorable, and should invito 
consideration. 

Descriptions of the varied natural scenery which our state 
presents; of the quality of the soil, and (he productions of differ- 
ent parts of the State ; of the local advantages, trade and man- 
ufactures of particular places — will be generally interesting from 
their minuteness and accuracy. With the lives and characters 
of eminent and useful men, there are few who do not wish to 
be acquainted. To this department of our work wc shall devote 
much attention — endeavoring, if we publish sketches of per- 
sons who are already well known, to give at least some addi- 
tional anecdotes of their lives or writings. It must be apparent 
to every reflecting mind, that, as the remaining veterans of the 
revolution are fast leaving the stage, much of the history of that 
eventful period is likely to be lost, which timely exertions may 
now preserve. We hope to be able to collect personal accounts 
frommany of the surviving actors in that stupendous drama. 

Should our enterprize be crowned with success, or should 
we, with much toil, be enabled to add any thing to the history 
and knowledge of our own state, we shall feel satisfied. Pe- 
cuniary profits we are not so quixotick as to expect ; nor shall 
we, on the other hand, be lavish of labor to our own disadvan-. 



* [The Historical Society of New-Hampshire was formed on 
the 2l8t May, 1823, and has now (1831) a respectable collection 
of valuable books and papers.] 
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tage. If the public, or enlightened indiTiduala, think fit to en- 
courage the undertaking, and to contribute what information 
they may possess towards furthering our design, we shall pro- 
ceed with diligence, and publish in convenient numbers such 
Colleciions as we have already succeeded in procuring, and 
whatever of value we may hereafter obtain. 

THE EDITORS. 

Concord, N, H, January, 1822. 



Q UERIE8, 

IN RfiLATIOM TO THE FUBJECTS ON WHICH THE EDITORS WISH 

FOR INFORMATION. 

\, Can you give any information concerning the First Settle^ 
ment of your town, or village, by white people, and the num- 
ber and condition of the first settlers ; the names of the princi- 
pal persons ; the circumstances attending the settlement, and the 
subsequent history of the place ? 

2» Are you in possession of any records which will tend to elu- 
cidate the Ecclesiastical History of New-Hampshire? Can you 
give any information concerning the erection of churches, and 
the establishment of congregations of the different religious de- 
nominations, from the earliest periods of settlement ; the names 
of all the ministers who have had pastoral charges, the dates of 
their settlement and removal, whether by death or otherwise ; the 
name of the college at which they were educated, the year, and 
their literary publications ? 

3. When were Schools and other seminaries of learning first in- 
stituted in your town ? What have been their numbers at differ- 
ent periods since that time ? Can any information be had respect- 
ing their funds, number of scholars, and general character at dif- 
ferent times from the first settlement to the present day 1 > 

4. Wben was the first jpnn^m^ press established i^ your town, 
and by whom ? When was the first book, pamphlet, or newspa- 
per printed ? 

5. What are the literary publications of gentlemen who have 
resided in your town ? When and where were they printed, what 
form, and what the number of pages they contain ? • 



Lum»uui 
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6. Have you any public lAhraries 1 If any, when were they 
first instituted ; when incorporated, and what is the number of vol- 
umes ;n each ? 

7. What are the names of those belonging to your town who 
have received a coUege education ? At what college, and when did 
they graduate? 

6. What remarkable laws, customs, or usages, either local or 
general, at early periods of t>ur colonial establishment, have come 
to your knowledge ? 

9. Can you furnish des«riptions,drawings,or other communications 
concerning mines, mineral springs, ancient fortifications ^ caverns^ 
mountains, or any other natural curiosities, together with minute 
information concerning the dates of their discovery, or of other 
remarkable events respecting them^ and in general, every fact 
which may throw light on their origin and history. 

10. Do you possess any records concerning seasons remarkable 
either for the extremes of heat or cold, scarcity or plenty ? Can 
you convnunicatc bills of mortality, histories of epidemicks,&c. 

11. Is it in your power to furnish any information concerning 
the Indian tribes which formely inhabited your town or vicinity ; 
concerning their number and condition when first visited by the 
whites ; their trade, disputes, wars, and treaties, either among 
themselves, or with the white people ; their character, customs 
and general history ? 

12. What were the Indian names of the mountains, rivers, lakes, 
or other remarkable places in your neighborhood ? And what is 
the traditional import of those names ? 

13. What were the number and names of those belonging to 
your town, who were hilled or died in service during the Ameri-* 
can revolution, and during the late war between this country and 
Great Britain ? 

14. What associations have you for religious or literaryimprove' 
ment, or the encouragement of the arts ? 



N 
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TOPOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL SKETCH OP 
ANDOVER, N. H.— By Jacob B. Moore. 

X The reader cannot expect to find, in the history of so recent 
a settlement as that of Andover, much to interest his fancy or im- 
prove his mind. It is to the earlier efforts of our pilgrim fathers, 
that we must look for examples of heroic piety and perseverance, 
amid the dangers which surrounded ihem, both of famine and 
savage war. There is still an inducement to collect the facts in 
the .early history of even tlie younger towns, from the reflection 
that so much has been lost in the history of the older. Timely 
exertions only can preserve for the use of posterity, those particu- 
lars concerning events of the present day, which we are all so 
anxious to know respecting " times of old." With this view the 
writer of the following sketch has endeavored to bring inta a 
small compass, all the material facts relating to his native town ; 
and 'Whether they be valuable or not, his satisfaction rests in hav« 
ing rescue^] from forgetfulness circumstances, which, if not inter- 
esting at the present day, may become so to those who shall here- 
after occupy the lands lately cultivated by our fathers.] 

Andover, a post-town in the county of Merrimack, is situat- 
ed in latitude 43^ 27' north, and is bounded on the north by 
New-Chester, east by -the Pemigewasset river, a branch of the 
Merrimack, which separates the town from Sanbornton ; south 
by Salisbury, and west by Wilmot — ^^in length about ten miles 
from east to west j its average width four miles from north to 
south— containing 29,883 acres, or nearly forty-six square 
miles.* 



[* The town of Franklin was incorporated in January, liSQi 
and includes a portion of Andover, lying on the river.l 

2 
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Pemigewasaet river, which forms the eastern boundary, is a 
rapid stream, subject to sudden swells from the numerous brooks 
and rivulets that wind round almost every hill in the vicinity.'^ 
The Pemigewasset is fordable at several places near Andover 
in summer, and even when the waters are high, the fishermen 
sometimes cross on the rocks jutting out near the falls. A va- 
riety of excellent fish, is annually caught here, though in less 
quantities than formerly. Bhckwatef river, one of the tributary 
branches of the Contoocook, is formed by two small streams, 
one of which rises in Danbury, and the other issues from pleas- 
ant pond in New-London. These branches unite soon afler 
crossing the west line, and form the Blackwater, so called from 
its dark appearance, which passes rapidly through the southwest 
part of the town into Salisbury, from thence through Boscawen 
into the north east part of Hopkinton, where it empties into the 
Contoocook. This stream affords numerous fish, and many fine 
mill-seats. 

There are six ponds in Andover, the largest of which is call- 
ed Cfhance pond, situated in the easterly part of the town, the 
outlet of which passes through Salisbury-Village {Franklin] in- 
to the Pemigetrasset, a little below Webster's falls. This pond 
is about two miles in length, differing from one half to f ths of a 
anile in width. Loon pond dies near the centre of the town, and 
is about one mile in length and three-fourths of a mile in width. 
There is an island situated in the easterly part of Loon pond, 
which has long been the resort of summer pleasure parties, for- 
merly affording a beautiful shade and several .kinds of wild 
fruits : this island contains three or four acres. The other 
ponds are calied MlsteheU\ JElboWj Adder and Ntiher, All of them 

P This river i? formed of three principal branches, having 
their sources in Peeling, Franconia, and the ungranted lands 
south of the White Mountains. These branches unite in Peel- 
ing, from whence the main stream passes in a south direction 
through TherntoB, Gampton, between Plymouth and Holdernesst 
Bridge water, Bristol, New-Hampton and New«Ohester ; and it 
iinites with the Winnepisiogee river in Franklin ; — the stream 
thenee takes the n|ine of Merrimack^] 
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afibrd many fish, and in some of the connecting streams are 
found salmon trout. 

Andover abounds with hills and d^les, being in sooie placM 
rocky and barren. On the north is a range of raonntaina^ which 
divides the town from New-Chester. It commences near the 
Pemigewasset river, and extends westwardly about ten miles to 
the intersection of the Grafton and fdurth N. H. turnpikos.*— 
These mountains are called Raggedy from their appearance, be- 
ing in all parts broken, and in many places bleak and precipitous. 
Abou( two-thirds of the southern side are cleared, and afford 
good pasture lands. In some parts, settlements have bee^ 
made, and snug farms formed some way up their sides. These 
rural improvements, with the rocky barrier behmd, present froin 
other eminences a picturesque appearance. A little west of the 
centre of the range, a stream of water passes from New* 
Chester, on which are situated several mills. In its passage 
through a chasm in the monntain, the water tumbles over a 
ledge of rocks nearly two hundred feet in the distance of a 
hundred rods. When the stream is raised by heavy rains or 
melting snows, the prospect is very interesting. From the foot 
of these falls the ascent is not difficult on either side the whole 
distance up. The highest summit, which is a little west of th^ 
rivulet, by a late calculation, is found to be 1700 feet above the 
level of the pond a little south of its base. There are several 
caverns in this range of mountains, some of which have beep 
explored to a considerable distance, containing much rubbisb 
decayed leaves, limbs of trees, vegetable mould, bones of ani'* 
roals, &;c. The dividing line between Andover and New- 
Chester, passes over the summit of the Ragged Mountains. 

The soil of this town is in many parts very good, producing 
excellent wheat, rye and corn, and is in general good for or- 
charding, and for other fruits common in this part of the coun- 
try. Experiments have frequently been made with trees more 
common in a southern latitude, but none have been brought to 
maturity, by reason of the severity of the winters. The high- 
lands, though hard of cultivation, axe exceedingly fertile, and 
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some of the best farms are situated on the bills in the westerFjr 
part of the town, and on the southerly side of the Ragged 
Mountains. There is some rich interval land stretching along 
the Blackwater river ; and on the southern and southwestern 
borders of Loon and Chance ponds, are some valuable timber 
lands, the natural growth being principally hard pine and spruce 
— ^much of which has been conveyed in rails down the river to 
Boscawen and Concord.^ The growth of wood, in the other 
parts of the town, is principally oak, beach and sugar-mapl^. — 
Seventy years ago the whole town was a foreslj inhabited only 
by wild beasts. From its first settlement until within a few years 
the inhabitants have annually supplied themselves with sugar 
from their own farms ; but the trees now beginning to decay, 
and little pains being taken in their preservation, this branch of 
domestic economy is almost wholly neglected. 

In some parts of the town, near the Ragged Mountains, are 
found masses of excellent granite,which has as yet been made 
but little use of. There is also every indication of iron ore in 
the southerly part of the range. In passing over the ledges, it 
has invariably been found that the needle was more or Fessat* 
tracted. Considerable quantities of iron ore have been taken 
from the southern borders of Loon pond. Black lead of su- 
perior quality has also been frequently found at the foot of th& 
mountains. These circumstances certainly indicate the exist-^ 
ence of some valuable minerals in this mountainous range, and 
should invite the attention of those versed in mineralogical sci- 
ence. 

The woods of Andover, when the proprietors of the tract 
first entered upon their lands, were plentifully stocked with game. 
Moose, deer, bears, wild-cats, &c. were every day to be seen, 
and the settlers were obliged to guard their flocks from their 
midnight incursions. Deer were very nuiherous, and so late as 
1783, the town voted a premium of five dollars for every deer 
killed by the inhabitants. Beavers, otters,and other quadrupeds, 

^The timbers for the Concord Bridge, when it was first boilt^ 
were procured aear Chance pond. 
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were also common, and were for a few years a source of profit 
to the inhabitants. 

The fourth New-Hampshire Turnpike passes through the 
north-western part of Andover and intersects with the Graflon 
turnpike tiear the western line. In 1763, there was but one 
path cut through the town near the centre, winding round the 
pond, and leading back to the Pemigewasset. The lines between 
Salisbury* and Andover were perambulated and marked this 
year by the selectmen of both towns ; and soon afler, the boun- 
daries between Andover and New-Chester were established in 
like manner. The roads through this town ^re now good, and 
the inhabitants are constantly improving them. ^ 

Travellers passing over the stage-road through Andover, have 
but an imperfect view of its soil. They can indeed see little. 
but the bleak and barren pile of the Ragged Mountains on the 
north,and the darkly wooded sides of the Kearsarge on the west. 
There are several convenient dwellings and good farms situa- 
ted on the turnpike ; also three public houses and the post-ofiice. 
And a meeting-house is soon to be erected in that part of the 
town.t But the principal settlements, and the oldest and best 
cultivated farms are situated in the centre of the town. The 
first meeting-house built in conformity with the conditions of the 
grant, was torn down in 1795 — and the present one erected on 
the 3d of May, 1796, and dedicated to the service and honor of 
the Christian religion, Jan. 5th, 1797. This house is a spacious 
and well finished building, but is now decaying, having never 
been painted. Its cost was about $2200|. There are now in 
the town of Andover about 245 dwelling-houses ; 4 stores ; 4 
taverns ; 5 saw-mills ; 3 grist-mills, with double runs of stones 



•Originally clilled Stevens-Town, from the name of one of the 
grantees. ~ 

[t Finished and dedicated in 1824.] 

[$The site of the burial grouad near this church, was present- 
ed to the town, March 5, 1805, by Charles Hilton, reserving "one 
square rod for the use of Widow Ruth Towle, and six square 
rods for hktielf and family" — the whole comprising ^ of an acre 
and 7 rods.] 
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in each ; 2 carding macbiaes ; 2 clothing mills ; 3 bark mills, 
and 2 tanneries. The first saw-mill was built in 1767, the 
proprietors granting 40/. to the person who built it, together 
with the water privilege and site, '^ on condition that he should 
saw all the logs the proprietors should haul to the mill, at the 
halves for (en years." The number of inhabitants was in 1775, 
179 ; in 1790, 645 ; in 1800, 1133 ; in 1810, 1259 ; and in 1820, 
1642 — giving for this latter year an average of about seven 
persons for each family. The body of inhabitants are indus- 
trious farmers, raising ordinarily a surplus with which to furnish 
their families the ^^ little necessaries" which common custom or 
inclination invite them to procure. 

Andover was granted by the proprietors^ of lands purchased 
of John Tufton Mason in 1746, to the following perons, viz : — 
£ldmond Brown,William Swain, Archelaus Lakeman, John Hoyt, 
John Brown, Daniel Cram, Nathan Row, Amos Dwinell, Dan- 
iel Sanborn, John Sanborn, Joseph Gove, Benjamin Leavitt, 
Nathan Longfellow, David Norton, Walter Williams, Benja- 
min Swett, jun,. Benjan>in Shaw, Benjamin Tilton, Joseph Pfes- 
^ott, Thomas Sillia,t Israel Blake, John Ellis, Daniel Weare, 
Nathaniel Healey, Benjamin Sanborn, Robert Miller and To- 
})i{^s Lakeman, of Hampton-Falls, 

^dward Brown and Jonathan Beck, of Saliaburyj Mass. 

Samuel Bathrick, (f PortsfMUth, 

li^zekiel Worthen,Joseph Wear^,Samuel Blake, jun. John Chap- 
man, Samuel Blake, Nathan Dow, Samuel French, William 
Brown Clough, Jesse Prescutt,!* and Ebenezer Loverin, (f Ken^ 
singlon. 

Anthony Emery, John Marston, Simon Marston, Joshua Towle, 
Daniel Marston, John Leavitt, Jonathan Leavitt and Nathaniel 
Bach elder, of Hampton. 

*The names of the original proprietors or grantors of Andover, 
were, Theodore Atkinson, Mark H. Wentworth, Richard Wibird, 
John Wentworth, GLeorge Jafifrey, Samuel Moore, Nathaniel 
Meserve, Thomas Packer, Thomas Wallingford, Joibam Odioroe, 
Joshua Pierce and Jolin Moffat. 

t So spelt in the original grant. 
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Samuel French, R4chard Smith, Benjamin Eaton, Joseph 
French, Hezekiah Cart and Benjamin French, of Soulh-Hampion 
and Hampton- Fhlh, 

David Page, David Lowel, Naason Cass and Joseph Raw- 
lins, of Eztier, 

Jonathan Sanborn, of Kingston ; and Robert Calfe, of Ches- 
ier. 

The boundaries of the grant were thus described — " Begin- 
ning at a great rock on the westerly side of Pemigewasset river, 
which rocl^is the north-easterly bound of a tract of land gran- 
ted to Ebenezer Stevens, Jedediah Philbrick and othes, by said 
proprietors ; then rnnning TV. 17° S. 10 miles; then beginning 
again at said rock, running up said river so far as to contain four 
miles upon a straight line ; thence W. 17° S. 10 miles; thence 
on a straight line to the end of the first ten mile line." 

The conditions imposed upon the grantees were as follow:— 
" That fifteen families bo settled upon said tract of land, each 
having a house of sixteen feet square at 1 east, or equal there" 
to^ and four acres of land cleared and fitted for tillage or mow-* 
ing upon their respective shares, within four years next after 
the granting hereof; and fifteen families more, so settled, with- 
in six years from the granting hereof; and thirty families more 
within ten years from the granting hereof. That within eight 
years from the granting hereof a meeting-house be built for ther 
worship of God, and fitted for that purpose for the use of the in- 
habitants there ; and that they maintain and support the constant 
preaching of the gospel there afler the expiration of ten year9 
from the granting hereof, l^at all whUe-pine trees, fit for masting 
the royal navy^ he and hereby are reserved and granted to his majesty f 
his heirs and succegaors forever for tliat purpose,' Provided always, 
that in case of an Indian war within any of the terms of yearisf- 
above limited for the doing any of the said matters and things 
aforesaid, by the said owners to be done, the same number of 
years as such war shall last shall be allowed after that impedi^ 
ment shall be remored." 



/^ 
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The town was divided into 81 rights, eighteen of which were 
reserved by the grantori, one for the first ordftioed minister, one 
for the parsonage, and one for the support of schools. The re« 
maining sixty rights, consisting each of two lots of 100 acres, 
and one of SO acres, belonged to the sixty grantees. 

Andover was originally called New^Bretony in honor of those 
brave men who achieved the capture of Cape Breton in 1745.* 
Of the forces which were engaged in this entcrprize, New-Hamp- 
shire furnished about five hundred men, chiefly in one regiment 
of eight companies under the command of Col. Samuel Moore. 
Most of the grantees of Andover were out in this expedition, the 
result of which, says Dr. Belknap, " filled America with joy, 
and Europe with astonishment." Walter Williams commanded 
a company in the regiment of Col. Moore, and Anthony Erne* 
ry was the regimental surgeon. Capt. Williams was a brave 
commander, and among the most respectable inhabitants of 
Hampton-Falls. Dr. Emery was a gentleman of lib^al ed- 
ucation, and graduated at Harvard College in 1736. Some of. 
his descendants now live in Andover. This town retained the 
name of New-Breton until June 25, 1779, when it was incorpo- 
rated by the name it now bears. 

The first inhabitant of Andover was Joseph Fellows, who mo- 
Ted into town from Boscawen in 1761. His daughter Peggy, 

■ 111 - .I. ■■ I I - I I H I I ■! 

* The Island of Cape Breton is situated between latitude 45 
-degrees and 47 degrees N., about 15 leagues distant from Cape 
Ray, the S. W. extremity of Newfoundland — being separated 
from the main land of Nova-Scotia by a narrow strait of six 
leagues in length. This island had been deemed of little impor- 
tance by the English and French, who had successively held pos- 
session of it, until the begianing .of the last century, when the 
latter became aware of its importance, from its central situation 
and the convenience of its ports. They accordingly built a for- 
tified town oa the S. E. side of the island, two miles and a quarter ^ 
in circumference, to which they gave the name of I/>uisbourgh. 
It was fortified in every accessible part with a rampart of stone 
from 80 to 36 feet in height, and a ditch 80 feet wide. It was so 
strong as to be styled 'Hhe Dunkirk of America." For the par- 
ticulars relating to the capture of Cape Breton, the reader is re- 
ferred to Belknap's Hist. N. H. vol. ii. and Mass, Hist. CoU. vd. 
1. of the first series. 
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( now Mrs. Woodbury, of Corinth, Vt.) was the first child born 
in town, and she is now 58 years of age. Mr. Fellows died 
March 14, 181], aged 84. £lia^ Raino was the next settler^ 
and William Morey the third : both came into town soon after 
Mr. Fellow5, Mr. Raino died Sept. .20, 1787 ; Mr. Morey in 
1814 i Edward Ladd, another of the first settlers, moved in 
soon after Mr. Morey. His grandfather, Nathaniel Ladd, em- 
igrated from Scotland in the latter part of the seventecntii cen- 
tury, and his father settled in Exeter, where he was born. He 
was a soldier in the " old French war," as it is called, which 
commenced in 1744 — was an industrious man, and acquired 
a good estate. Hedied July 22, 18l8,aged 82. His son, John, 
was the first male child born in Andover. 

The early settlement of the town increased but slowly, the 
inhabitants being subjected to many and gr^at privations. They 
were unable to procure bread-stuffs without travelling ten or 15 
miles, and were then obliged to convey it home on their backs. 
The woods supplied them with animal food, which they to6k in 
abundance ^ith their guns and traps. There were no inhabit* 
ants north from whom they could receive assistance, and tbe» 
difficulties of a communication with those situated south of An- 
dover, rendered their situation l^ss pleasing. The men of those 
days, however, partaking of the spirit common to New-England- 
ers, overcame all difficulties by perseverance ^ and secured to 
their families a quiet and peaceful possession — making the wil- 
derness resound with human activity, and: pla^iting gardens amrd 
the shaggy and barren mountains. 

It may be said with justice of the early settlers of this country, 
that the spread of the gospel and the establishment of churches 
were among their first objects. We accordingly find these ob- 
jects distinctly provided for in almost all the original grants 
of our towns. One of the conditions required of the grantees 
of Andover was, that a meeting house shpuld be built within 
eight years after the grant, and the preaching of the gospel 

3 
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constantly maintained. The proprietors erected a eonvenient 
house, and preaching was occasionally had ; but no minister was 
formally settled until 17 82. In the early part of this year a church 
was gathered' ; and on the dOth of October, the Rev. Josia.h 
Badcock was ordained to its pastoral charge. He was a native 
of Milton, Mass. ; received his education at Harvard College, 
where he graduated in 1772. He was a good scholar, a charit- 
able and industrious man. The church remained united under 
bis ministry for more than fifteen years, when many of the mem- 
bers embraced different opinions, or became otherwise alienat- 
ed ; and the society grew so small, that in 1 809, he proposed 
resigning his charge. His farewell sermon to the people, on 
dissolving his connexion with them, was an affectionate appeal 
to their understandings on the evils of divisions and strife in re- 
ligious communities, and an earnest exhortation to them not to 
forsake the asseodsling of themselves together for the publick 
worship of God, even though his exertions had failed to increase 
their spiritual blessings. No other congregational minister was 
ever settled in town, and there are now comparatively few of 
that denomination of christians. The people are at present 
somewhat divided in religious sentiment. The most numerous 
class are undoubtedly those called Union Baptists.* There are 
some Cajivinistick baptists, and some congregationalists ; also a 
society of universalists, incorporated in ISlS.'f 

In the year 1801, there was a revival of religion among the 
Freewill Baptists ; and in 1803, Elder Elijah Watson, who now 
resides in Sutton, was ordained. He remained in this place how- 

* The name of Union Baptists has been recently assumed, for 
the purpose of quieting different opinions. Many who were in 
union with the Freewill Baptists disliked the name ; and we be- 
lieve the term Union comprehends several classes who differ on 
minor and unimportant points. 

[t A society of unitarians was formed here in 1S39.] 
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ever biit a few years. In 1810, a great number were added to 
the connexion aqd Elder Ebenezer Chase was ordained, who with 
short interruptions, has pre&ched to the society until very lately. 
In 1819 and 1820, a great reformation occurred, under the min- 
istration of those calling themselves CHRiST-ian5, without any 
party name ; and the first church, under that appellation, was 
gathered here in Sept. 1819, and now consists of 107 members. 
It is in connexion with the " New-Hampshire Christian Con- 
ference, " and is now under the pastoral care of Elders Young 
and Sleeper.=^ The second church, of the same denomination, 
was gathered in May, 1820, and contains 25 members, under 
the care of Elder Young. Both these churches form "the First 
Union Baptist Society of Andover," which is much the largest 
religious society in town. 

In July,1819, Elder Ebenezer Chasef commenced the publi- 
cation of a periodical paper, called the " Reli^ua InformeTy^ 
issued once a month. At that time, his subscription list amount- 
ed to 110 ; since which it has increased* to nearly 800. Mr. 
Chase is both editor and printer, having for some time used a 
press of his own contrivance, and learnt to work at his new em- 
ployment entirely without assistance. His paper is devoted to 
the dissemination of the principles of the denoftiination to which 
he belongs, and is as well executed as some of the country 



♦Elder Peter Young was ordained in York, Me., Sept. 9, 1808 
--eommenced preaching inDeerfield, N. H. in 1812, where he 
continued until 1819, when he removed to Andover. Elder Ne- 
hemiah Sleeper is a native of Andover, and was ordained with 
Elder William True, June 19, 1817. Elder T. died on the 11th 
October, 1818--he was a young man of unblemished moral char* 
acter, and much respected. Elder Jesse Thompson was also or- 
dained to the work of an evangelist June 7, 1821. 

[tMr. Chase has removed his printing apparatus to Enfield, and 
there, until recently, published his Informer^ and also a masotiic 
paper called the Casket} 
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prints where we may suppose the publishers have been regular- 
ly educated in the art. 

All sects have a right to assemble at the meeting-house, and at 
seasons of publick worship they are generally occupied. It is 
believed that in few places has greater harmony prevailed among 
the different denominations, than in Andover ; and it is to be 
hoped this christian liberality, so creditable to the people, will 
always characterize them. 

There are in Andover fourteen school districts, in twelve of 
which are well-finished school-houses. A publick school has 
for several years been kept near the centre of the town ; and 
Mr. Joseph Noyes, who died Dec. 23d, 1818, left funds in the 
hands of his Executor to the amount of ten thousand dollars^ be- 
side some real estate, for the establishment and support of an 
academy. It is much to be regretted, however, that the benefits 
likely to result from this munificent bequest, are restricted hy 
the unfavourable situation located for the academy •''^ Had the 
donor seen fit to have selected a more convenient and central spot, 
far greater present, if not permanent, advantages must have 
been derived. It is not however, becoming to complain of the. 
manner of bestowing a gift^ if the gifl be valuable; and -the inhab- 
itants of Andover will long remember with delight their most 
distinguished benefactor ."f 



■^ Extract from Mr, Noyes^ Will. 

" Item 4,th. I do hereby direct my Executor to take ten thou- 
sand dollars out of my personal property and bank stock, and ap- 
propriate it for the support of a publick school — said school to be 
under the direction of six directors, who shall at first be appoint- 
ed by my Executor, and after that they shall fill their own vacan- 
cies. The house for said school to be built on the farm on which I 
now live — which farm I also give and bequeath for the support of 
said school. Said school to be denominated Noyes' School.'* 

[tThe Academy went into operation, with success, in l&ltS, 
but the heirs having succeeded in breaking the will, it is now 
extinct.] 
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Mr, Noyes was a native of Hampstead in this state. He 
commenced business early in life in Haverhill — ^thence removed 
to Salisbury, where he continued till within a few years of his 
death, when he moved into Andover. He was from his youth a 
very industrious man, and by his own hands accumulated the 
estate which he left, amounting to about ^ 17,000. He was al- 
ways punctual to fuiil his engagements — and was strictly upright 
in his dealings. He died at the age of 54 — leaving the remain- 
der of his {Property in the hands of his Executor, Robert Barber, 
Esq. of Andover, for the education and support of his three 
children. 

Doct. Silas Barnard was the first physician who settled in 
town, and was a man of respectable talents, and a useful citi- 
zen. He was a native of Bolton, M^ss. — came to Andover in 
1792, and died June 25, 1795. It is supposed that he was a de- 
scendant from Francis Barnard, who, for a while, lived in 
Hartford, Conn, but removed from thence to Amherst, Mass. 
He was the common ancestor of the distinguished divines of 
this name who have been an honour to New-England. 

Doct. Jacob Bailev Moore, who succeeded Dr. Barnard, 
was born- Sept. 5, 1772, at Georgetown, on the Kennebeck, 
Maine. His ancestors were of Scotland, and emigrated to this 
country in the early part of the last century. His father, who 
was also of the medical profession, was a surgeon on board a 
publick vessel in the revolution, and was esteemed skilful. — 
Dr. Moore acquired his education principally by his own indus- 
try. He settled in Andover in 1796, and practised his profes- 
sion with great success until 1812, when he received the appoint- 
ment of surgeon's mate in the 11th regiment of U. S. Infantry. 
He continued in the service until December of that year, when 
he returned to his family much indisposed, and died of the Jung 
complaint on the 10th of January, 1813. From his youth he 
had cultivated musick, and composed several excellent pieces, 
some of which were published in Holyoke's Repository. He 
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also had a taste for poetry, and wrote numerous songs and epis- 
tles, some of which were published in the newspapers. [Dr. 
Moore was appointed a Justice of the Peace 18th June, 1S02 ; 
and was elected an associate member of the N. H. Medical So- 
ciety in June, 1807.] 

The present physicians in Andover, are Doctors Silas Merrill 
and Tilton Elkins. 

Jonathan Weare, Esq. a much respected and useful citizen, 
and who fbr many years sustained some of the most important 
offices of the town, was a native of Seabrook. His grandfa- 
ther was a brother of the Hon. Meshech Weare, celebrated as 
one of the first worthies of New-Hampshire. Mr. Weare died 
on the 18th of January, 1816, at the age of 60 years. Jona- 
than Weare was the first Justice of the Peace in AndoTer ; 
and it appears from the town records, that at a meeting in 1779, 
he was selected by the inhabitants to be commissioned by the 
government, as a civil magistrate. This was indeed a high 
proof of the confidence reposed in his integrity and justice. 

Mr. William Blake was a native of Kensington — moved 
with his father, when a youth, to Exeter — thence to Andover. 
He died on the 18th of March, 1812, aged 62 years. Mr. 
Blake was a man of acute understanding, and in all the transac- 
tions of life was exceedingly upright and honorable. He waa 
viewed for many years as one of the fathers of the town. 
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NamiB <f soldiers from the town of Andover serving in the revolu- 
tion, 

John Chandler, Nathaniel Call, Ezekiel Fellows,* Paul 
Smith ^Marslon, Thomas Sleeper, Joshua Danford, Edward Dan- 
ford, Josiah Hains, Joseph Tucker, Benjamin Fellows, Joseph 
Fellows, Robert Wise, John White, Thomas Welch. 



Committee of Safety in 1775. — Samuel Blake, Paul Smith 
Marston, Thomas Blake, Joseph Severens, and Moses Clough* 



Justices of the Peace in Andover siiKe 1779. — |Jonathan 
Weare, |Jacob B. Moore, Ephraim Eastman, William Proctor, 
Robert Barber, Willard Ertery, JBenjamin Thompson, Samuel 
Brown, Josiah Babcock, Asa Darling, Thomas R. White, Jo- 
seph C. Thompson, Thomas Clark. 

Robert Barber and William Proctor, Justices of the Peace and 
Quorum, 



A mortal sickness (the dysentery) prevailed in 1802 j during 
which year, as will be seen by the following table, 42 persons 
were swept away, principally children. In 1812, the typhus fe- 
ver was generklly mortal, being of a very malignant species,and 
21 died, chiefly in the meridian of life. The annual average of 

deaths for the last forty years, has been about eleven. 

— ^ — ■ ■ — . ._ I — ' ■ 

* Now a Pensioner. 
t Deceased. 
};Resigned. 
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BILL OF MORTALITY FOR 89 YEARS. 

Furnished the compiler by Rev, Josiah Badcock, 
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LOVE WELL'S FIGHt* 

[We have introduced into this namber of the Collections ah 
historical memoir of the engagement of Capt. John Lovcwell, 
of Danstable, with the Indians at Pequawkett,* now Fryeburg, 
in Maine. This memoir was written and published in 1726, to- 
gether with a sermon on the occasion, by Rev. Thomas Symmesi 
a respectable clergyman of Bradford, Mass. The copies Q^the 
first edition have become scarce, and those of the last edition 
printed at Fryeburg are seldom to be met with. The account 
has ever been regarded as an authentick relation of that mem- 
orable event. It was published the same year the engagement 
took place, while all the circumstances were fresh in the recol- 
lection *of the survivors, and its truth is attested by two who had 
a conspicuous share in the action. 

Capt. Love well was one of the most adventurous and enter- 
prising men of the country. Having long lived in one of the 
frontier towns, which was much exposed to the depredations of 
the Indians, he had become inured to danger, and accustomed 
to the mode of savage warfare. There is a traditional account 
of his attacking and killing seven Indians on Lovewell's moun- 
tain in Washington, in this state, which must have been some 
time before his attack on the Pequawketts. It is related that 
these Indians had been making depredations in some place in 
Massachusetts, and were pursued by Capt, Lovewell with a 
small party of men, who on crossing a high hill, discovered a 
smoke which they concluded was made by the Iniiians. Love- 
well's party accordingly proceeded to the place, which was at 
the foot of what is now called Lovewell's mountain, surroun^* 
ed the Indians in the night, and killed six of them jj'^^eii' 



^- [• Anciently written Pegwagget, Peckwalket, l^ij^woeket and 
Pigwacket] 
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camp ; but the seventh fled, whom they pursued, and, with the 
assistance of their dogs, took and killed. 

In 1724, two men were found to be missing from Dunstable, 
the residence of Capt. Lovewell. A scout of eleven went in 
quest of them, who were fired upon by 30 of the enemy, and 9 
of them were killed. The other two made their escape, though 
one of them was badly wounded. Another party subsequently 
fell into their ambush ; one was killed, four wounded, and the 
rest fortunately retreated. 

The General Court of Massachusetts having oflTered lOOl, 
currency for every scalp, several volunteer companies were in* 
duced to go forth in pursuit of the enemy. Among these com- 
panies was that of the intrepid Lovewell. On their first excur« 
sion to the northward of Lake Winnipiseogee> they discovered 
on the 19th December, an Indian wigwam, in which' were a 
man and a boy. They killed and scalped the man and brought the 
boy alive to Boston, where they received the reward promised 
by law and a handsome gratuity besides. 

This success encouraged them, and the company being aug*- 
mented from thirty to seventy, they marched a second time. — 
Their provision falling short, thirty of them were dismissed by 
lot and returned. The remaining forty continued their march 
till they discovered a track, which they followed till they saw 
a smoke just before sunset, by which they judged the enemy 
were encamped for the night. They kept themselves concealed 
till after midnight, when they silently advanced, and discovered 
ten Indians asleep, round a fire by the side of a frozen pond« 
Lovewell now determined to make sure work ; and placing his 
men conveniently, ordered them to fire, five at once, as quick af- 
ter ^ach other as possible, and another part to reserve their fire. ^ 
B^ <2ave the signal by firing his own gun, which killed two of 
them ; \})e xnen firing according to his direction, killed five more 
on the spot > ^jj^ other three starting up from their sleep, two 
of them were ir^-^ediately shot dead by the reserve j the other. 
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though wouaded| attempted to escape hj crossing the pond^ but 
was seized by a dog and held fast till they killed him. Thus in 
a fewr minutes the whole company was destroyed ^ and some at- 
tempt against the frontiers of New-Hampshire prevented ; for 
these Indians were marching from Canada, well furnished with 
new guns, and plenty of ammunition 3 they had also a number 
of spare blankets^mockaseens and snow-shpes for the accommo* 
dation of the prisoners they expected to take, and were within 
two day^s march of the frontiers. The pond where this exploit 
was performed, is at the head of a branch of Salmon Fall river 
in the township of Wakefield, and has ever since borne the namis 
of Lovewell's pond. Within our recollection, this action has 
been spoken of by elderly people with an air of exultation. — ^The 
company proceeded to Boston through Dover, which place 
they entered in triumph, having their ten scalps stretched on hoops 
and elevated on poles. In Boston, they received the bounty of 
1000/. from the publick treasury.* 

Oapt. Lovewell now conceived the bold design of attacking 
the villages of Pequawkett on the upper part of the river Saco, 
which had been the residence of a formidable tribe. The Indians 
at this place were now under the command of Paugus, a noted 
warrior, whose name inspired terror on the frontier settlements. 
The account of this enterprize is minutely related in the follow* 
ing memoir, which is inserted entire and without any alteration 
of the language.] 



It was about the I6th of April,]7S5,that the brave and intrepid 
Captain John Lovewell began the arduous and perilous. under* 
taking, of marching from Dunstable to Pigwacket, with forty-six 
men under his command. 

They had travelled but a short distance before Toby, an In- 
dian, falling sick, was obliged to return, which he did with great 
reluctance. 

When they had marched as far as Contoocook,! Mr. William 
Cummings, of Dunstable, became so disabled by a wound that 



• Belknap's History of N. H. vol. ii. 
t Boscawen. 
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he had received from the eaemy some time before, that the Cap' 
tain dismissed him, together with a kinsman of his to accom- 
pany him back. 

They proceeded on to Ossapee, and at this place Mr. Benja- 
min Kidder, of Nutfield,* failing sick, the Captain made a haji^ 
and tarried while they built a small fortification for a place of 
refuge to resort to if there should be occasion. Here he left 
his doctor, a sergeant and seven other men, to take care of Kid- 
der. And they left at this place also, a considerable quantity of 
their provisions, to lighten the loads of the men and facilitate 
their march ; and which they intended should serve as a recruit 
on th«ir return. 

With his company now reduced to only thirty- four men with 
himself, Captain Love well, not at all disheartened by his misfor- 
tunes, proceeded on his march from his fortification at Ossapee 
for Pequawkett, about forty miles distant from said fort, through 
a rough wilderness. 

The names of those who proceeded on from Ossapce^and who en- 
gaged Paugus, with his gang of about eighty Indians, are as fol- 
low, (except one who,]ike a coward, ran from them at the begin- 
ning of the engagement, and sneaked back to the fort, and whose 
name is unworthy of being transmitted to posterity) — ^These 
are the names of those brave fellows, who boldly and successful- 
ly contended with more than twice their number, viz : 

Captain John Love WELL, Lieutenant Joseph Farwell, Lieu- 
tenant Jonathan Robbins, Ensign John Harwood, Sergeant No- 
ah Johnson,! Robert Usher, Samuel Whiting, all of Dunstable. 
Ensign Seth Wyman, Corporal Thomas Richardson, Timothy 
Richardson, Ichabod Johnson, Josiah Johnson, all of Woburn. 
Eleazer Davis, Josiah Davis, Josiah Jones,David Melvin, E^Iea- 
zer Melvin, Jacob Farrar, Joseph Farrar,all of Concord. Chap- 
lain Jonathan Frye^ of Andover. Sergeant Jacob Fullam, of 
Weston. Corp. Edward Lingfield, of Nutfield.* Jonathan 
Kittredge,!]; Solomon Keyes of Billerica, John Jel^s, Daniel 
"VVoods, Thomas Woods, John Chamberlain, Elias Barron, Isaac 
Lakii^ Joseph Gilson, all of Groton. Ebenezer Ayer, Abiel 
A^ten^ of Haverhill. 



•Londonderry. 

[t He was born in Woburn, in March, 1699 j died at Plym- 
outh, N. H., in Aug. 1798, aged 99 years, 6 months, 1 1 days.] 

[I He was grandson of John Kittredge, the first of the name 
in New-England, and ancestQr to all of the qame, and was bom 
io Billerica, 11 January, 1690.] 
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Prom the Thursday before the battle, the company were ap- 
prehensive they were discovered and dogged by the enemy, and 
on Friday night, the watch heard the Indians about the camp and 
alarmed the company, but it being very dark, they could make 
no further discovery.* 

On Saturday the eighth of May, while they w^ere at prayers, 
very early in the morning, they heard a gun ; and some little 
time after they espied an Indian on a point, that run into Saco 
Pond. 

They now concluded that the design of the gun, and the In- 
dian's discovering himself, was to draw them that way. — They ex- 
pected now to be attacked, and it was proposed and consulted, 
whether it would be prudent to venture an engagement with the 
enemy, (who they perceived were now sufficiently alarmed,) or 
endeavour a speedy retrqat. The men generally and boldly 
answered," We came to see the enemy ; we have all along 
prayed God we might find them ; and we had rather trust Provi- 
dence with our lives,yea,die for our country ,than try to return with- 
out seeing them, i£ we might, and be called cowards for our 
pains." 

The Captain readily complied to lead them on, though not 
without manifesting some apprehensions ; and, supposing the 
«nemy were ahead of them, (when as it proved they were in 
the rear,) ordered the men to lay down their packs, and march 
with the greatest caution, and in the utmost readiness. 

When they had marched about a mile and a half, or two miles. 
Ensign Wyman espied an Indian coming towards them, where- 
upon he gave a signal, and they all squatted and let the Indian 
come on. In a short time, several guns were fired at him ; 
upon which the Indian fired upon Capt Lovewell, with 
beaver-shot, and wounded him mortally, ( as is suposed,) 
though he made but little complaint, and was still able to travel, 
and at the same time wounded Mr. Samuel Whiting — Ensign 
Wyman immediately fired at and killed the Indian, and Mr. Frye 
and another scalped him.^ 



* Gov. Hutchinson, in his history of Massachusetts, has ranked 
this Indian with the Roman Cartius, who devoted himself to 
death to save his country. Dr. Belknap, who visited the spot in 
1784, thinks there is no foundation for the idea that he was plac- 
ed there as a decoy ; and that he had no claim to the character 
of a hero. The point on which he stood was a noted fishing 
place ; the gun which alarmed Lovewell's company was fired at ^ 
flock of ducks ; and when thej met him be was returning horn* 
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They then inarched back towards their packs^ (which the en-* 
emj had found and seized,) and about ten of the clock, when 
they came pretty near to where they had laid them, at the north 
east end of Saco Pond, on a plain place, where there were few 
trees and but little brush, the Indians rose up in front and rear, 
in two parties, and ran towards the English, three or four deep, 
with their guns presented. The English also instantly present- 
ed their guns, and rushed on to meet them. 

When they had advanced to within a few yards of each other, 
they iired on both sides, and the Indians fell in considerable 
numbers, but the English, most, if not all of them, escaped the 
first shot, and drove the Indians several rods. Three or four 
rounds were fired on both sides ; but the Indians being more 
than double in number to our men and having already killed 
Captain Lovewell, Mr, Fullam, (only son of Major FuUam of 
Weston,)Ensign Harwood, John Jefts, Jonathan Kittredge, Dan- 
iel Woods, Ichabod Johnson, Thomas Woods, and Josiah Davis, 
and wounded Lieutenants Farwell and Robbins and Robert 
Usher, in the place where the fight begun, and striving to sur- 
round the rest, the word was given to retreat to the pond, which 
was done with a great deal of good conduct, and proved a great 
service to the English,(the pond covering their rear,) though the 
Indians got the ground where the dead of our party lay. 

The fight continued very furious and obstinate, till towards 
night — the Indians roaring and yelling and howling like wolves,, 
barking like dogs, and making all sorts of hideous noises — the 
English frequently shouting and huzzaing, as they did afler the 
jirst round. At one time Captain Wyman is confident, the In-* 
dians were diverting themselves in powowing, by their striking 

with his game, and two fowling pieces. The village was situated 
Ht the edge of the meadow, on Saco river ; which here forms a 
large bend. The remains of the stockades were found by the 
ilrst settlers of Fryeburg forty years afterwards. Walter Bryant, 
of Bow, who was employed as surveyor in a company engaged in 
the intended expedition against Canada, in 1747, passed over the 
ground where the sanguinary conflict took place. (Je there ^^dism 
<^overed Indian camps large enough to hold thirty men — saw the 
•pot where Lovewell was killed and the trees full of bullet-holes, 
having also imitations of men's faces cut out upon them." When 
Dr. Belknap was there, the names of the dead on the trees, and 
the holes where balls had entered and been cut out, were plainly 
visible. The trees had the appearance of being very old, aQ4 
one of them was fallen. 
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upon the ground^ and other odd motions — but Wyman creeping 
up, and shootiig their chief actor, broke up their meeting. 

Some of the Indians, holding up ropes, asked the Eng- 
lish if they would take quarter ; but were briskly answerd, that . 
they would have no c^uarter but at the muzzles of their guns^ 

About the middle of the afternoon, the ingenious Mr. Jona- 
than Frye,(only son of Capt. James Frye of Andover,)a young 
gentleman of liberal education, who took his degree at Har- 
vard college, 1723, and was chaplain to the company, and great- 
ly beloved by them, for his excellent performances and good 
behaviour, and who fought with undaunted courage, till that time 
of day, was mortally wounded. But when he could fight no 
longer, he prayed audibly several times for the preservation 
and success of the residue of the company. 

Some time after sunset, the enemy drew off and lefl the field 
to our men. It was supposed and believed, that not more than 
twenty of the enemy went ofif well. About midnight, the Eng- 
lish assembled themselves, and upon. examining into their situa- 
tion, they found Jacob Farrar just expiring by the pond, and 
Lieutenant Robbins and Robert Usher unable to travel. 

Lieutenant Robbins^ desired his companions to charge his 
gun and leave it with him, which they did ; he declaring that, 
^^A9 the Indians will come in the morning to scalp me, I will 
kill one more of them if I can." 

There were eleven more of the English, who were badly 
wounded, viz : Lieut. Farwell, Mr. Frye, Sergeant Johnson, 
Timothy Richardson, Josiah Johnson^ Samuel Whiting, Elias 
Barron, John Chamberlain, Isaac Lakin, Eleazer Davis and 
Josiah Jones ; but they, however, marched off the ground, with ^ 
the nine others who received no considerable wounds, viz: En- 
sign Wyman, Edward Lingfield, Thomas Richardson, the two 
Melvins, Ebenezer Ayer, Abiel Asten, Joseph Farrar and Jo- 
seph GiIson«. These all proceeded on their return to the Fort, 
and did not perceive that they were way-laid or pursued by the 
enemy, though they knew our men had no provision, and must 
therefore be very faint •! 

[* Lieut. Robbins was a native of Chelmsford, and was born in 
that part of the town which was aflerwards annexed to Carlisle.] 

[t At the time this battle was fought, there was not a white in- 
habitant within fifty miles of the scene of action. Saco was the 
nearest settlement of white people, and the whole of this now 
civilized country was then an extensive wilderness.] 
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Four of the wounded men, viz: Farwell^ Frye, Davis and 
Jones, after they had travelled about a mile and a half, found 
themselves unable to go any further, and with their free consent 
the rest kept on their march, hoping to find a recruit at the fort, 
and to return with fresh hands to relieve them. 

As they proceeded on, they divided into three companies on* 
morning, as they were passing a thick wood, for fear of making 
a track by which the enemy might follow them. One of the 
companies came upon three Indians, who pursued them some 
time ; meanwhile Elias Barron, one of this party, strayed from 
the others, and got over Ossapee river, by the side of which his 
gun case was found, and he was not heard of afterwards. 
Eleven, in another party, reached the fort at Ossapee ; but to 
their great surprize, found it deserted* The coward who fled 
in the beginning of the battle, ran directly to the fort, and gave 
the men posted there such a frightful account of what had hap* 
pened, that they all fled from the fort, and made the best of 
their way home. 

Solomon Keyes also came to the fort. When he had fought 
in the battle till he had received three wounds, and had become 
bo weak by the loss of blood that he could not stand, he crawl- 
ed up to Ensign Wyman in the heat of the battle, and told hira 
he was a dead man ; but (said he) if it be possible, I will ^ct 
out of the way of the Indians, that they may not get my scalp. 
Keyes then crept off* by the side of the pond to where he provi- 
dentially found a canoe, when he rolled himself into it, and was 
driven by the wind several miles towards the fort ; he gained 
strength fast and reached the fort as soon as the eleven before 
mentioned ; and they all arrived at Dunstable on the 13th of 
May at night. 

On the 15th of May, Ensign Wyman, and three others, arriv- 
ed at Dunstable. They suffered greatly for want of provisions. 
They informed, that they were wholly destitute of ail kinds of 
food, from a Saturday morning till the Wednesday following ; 
when they caught two mouse-squirrels, which they roasted whole, 
and found to be a sweet morsel. They afterwards killed some 
partriges, and other game, and were comfortably supplied till 
they got home. 

Eleazer Davis arrived at Berwick, and reported, that be and 
the other three who were left with him, waited some days for 
the return of the men from the fort^ and at length, despairing of 
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Iheir return, though their wounds were putrified and stank, and 
they were almost dead with famine, yet they all travelled on 
several miles together, till Mr. Frye desired Davis and Farwell 
not to hipder themselves any longer on his account, for he found 
himself dying, and he laid himself down, telling them he should 
never rise more, and charged Davis, if it should please God to 
bring him home, to go to iiis father, and tell him, that he ex- 
pected in a few hours to be in eternity, and that he was not 

afraid to die. They leil; him, and this amiable and pro mis- 

4ng young gentleman, who had the journal of the march in his 
.pocket, was not heard of \gain. 

Lieutenant Farwell, who was greasy and no doubt deserved* 
)y applauded and lamented, was also left by Davis within a few 
miles of the fort, and was not afterwards heard of. But Davis, 
getting to the fort, and finding provision there, tarried and re- 
freshed himself, and recovered strength to travel to Berwick. 

Josiah Jones, another of the four wounded who were left 
the day after the Fig^ht but a short distance from the scene of 
action, traversed SacoSiver, and after a fatiguing ramble, ar- 
rived at Saco, (now Biddeford,) emaciated, and almost dead 
from the loss of blood, the putrefaction of his wounds and the 
want of food. He had subsisted upon the spontaneous vegeta- 
bles of the forest, and cramberries, &,c. which he had eaten, 
came out at « wound he had received in his body. He was 
kindly treated by the people at Saco,and recovered of his wounds. 

Several of the Indians, particularly Paugus their Chief, were 
well known to Lovewell's men, and frequently conversed with 
>each other during the engagement. In the course of the bat- 
tle, Paugus and John Chamberlain discoursed familiarly with 
each other ; their guns had become foul, from frequent firing ; 
they washed their guns at the pond, and the latter assured Pau- 
gus that he should kill him ; Patigus also menaced him, and bid 
defiance to his insinuations : when they had prepared their guns, 
they loaded and discharged them, and Paugus fell * 

H ' ' ' I ■ ■ i. — _ — _ I » ■'■ ■ ' ■ 

■^ ♦ There is a traditional account that after preparing their guns, 
Paugus said to Chamberlain, "It is you, or I." In loading, the 
bullet of Paugus lodged in about the centre of his gun, which 
obliged him to draw his ramrod. This circumstance gave Cham^ 
berlain the advantage. He fired first, and Paugus fell. Cham* 
berlain was a native of Chelmsford, Ms, 

5 
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A son of Paugus, aHer it had become a time of peace, went 
to Dunstable, to revenge his father's death, with the death of 
Chamberlain, He did not go directly to Chamberlain's but to 
the house of a neighbor, where he tarried several days, upon 
some pretended business, that his design might not be discover- 
ed ; his errand was however suspected, aud a hrnt given to 
Chamberlain — who cut a port-hole above his door, through 
which he very early one morning discovered an Indian behind 
his wood-pile, lying with his gun pointing directly to the door ; 
and it was supposed that the same musket which had conveyed 
the mean of death to the bosom of the great Faugus, also pro- 
ved fatal to his son, as he was not afterwards heard of. 

It is also reported of this Chamberlain, (who was a stout and 
a courageous man, and who used to say that he was not to be 
killed by an Indian) that he was once fired at by an Indian, as 
he was at work in a saw mill, at night ; he was in a stooping 
position, and did not discover the Indian till he fired, who 
was so near him that he immediately knopked him down with a 
crowbar, with which he was setting his log. 

After the return of the English from their fight, Col. Tyng, 
with a company,* went to the place of action, where he found 
and buried the following men, viz. Captain John Lovewell, 
Ensign Jonathan Woods, Ensign John Harwood and Robert 
Usher, of Dunstable ; Jacob Fullam, of Weston ; Jacob Far- 
rar, and Josiah *Davis, of Concord ; Thomas Woods, Daniel 
Woods, and John Jefts, of Groton ; Ichabod Johnson, of Wo- 
burn ; Jonathan Kittredge, of Billerica. 

Lieutenant Josiah Farwell, of Dunstable,Mr. Jonathan Frye 
the Chaplain, belonging to Andover, and Elias Barron, of Gro- 



* In Lieut. Gov. Wentworth's Message to the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the province of N. H., May 17, 1725, there is the 
following passage relative to Capt. Lovewell's defeat. '' I receiv- 
ed an express from Lt. Governor Dummer, giving an account that 
Capt. Lovewell had met with a party of Indians at, or near Pig- 
wacket, which broke Capt. LovewelFs company in pieces. I 
have sent fifty-two men, under command of Capt. John Chesley,, 
to make the best of his way to Ossapy and Pigwacket, and thence 
make dilligent search for Capt. Lovewell's fort, &c., and to re- 
lieve any wounded men they may meet with in their way thither 
or elsewhere." The House, in their answer, May 22, say, "As 
for the misfortune of Capt. Lovewell and his men, we desire to b« 
humble before God for so great a frown of his Providence, and 
thank your honour for sending a company for the relief of any 
that may yet be alive." 
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ton, were wounded, and died by the way in attempting to return 
home. 

Col. Tyng found where the Indians had buried three of their 
men, which were dug up, and one of them was known to be the 
bold Paugus, who had been a great scourge to Dunstable. 

Ensign Wyrnan was rewarded with a Captain's commission 
after his return ; and every man was crowned with the grateful 
thanks of their countrymen, for this heavy blow given to a plun- 
dering savage foe, the common enemy of their country. 

S. Wyman, £. Ayer, and A. Asten,* attested to the general 
truths of this history. 



0[^ The following stanzas are from the pen of Thomas C. 
Upham, a New-Hampshire poet. They were written on visiting 
the scene of Lovewell*s fate, and are worthy the fine taste and 
genius of the author. 

Ah ! where are the soldiers that fought here of yore ? 
The sod is upon them, they'll struggle no more, 
The hatchet is fallen, the red man is low ; 
But near him repodes the arm of his foe. 

• 

The bugle is silent, the war-whoop is dead ; 
There's a murmur of waters and woods in their stead j 
And the raven and owl ehant a symphony drear. 
From the dark-waving pines o'er the combatant's bier. 

The light of the sun has just sunk in the wave, 
And along time ago sat the sun of the brave. 
The waters complain, as they roll o'er the stones, 
And the rank grass encircles a few scattered bones. 

The names of the fallen the traveller leaves 

Cut out with his knife in the bark of the trees. 

But little avail his affectionate arts. 

For the names of the fallen are graved in our hearts. 

The voice of the hunter is loud on the breeze. 
There's a dashing of waters, a rustling of trees, 
But the jangling of armour hath all past away, 
No gushing of life-blood is here seen to-day. 



* Abiel Asteo, here mentioned, was living in 17(M), at Salem, 
a town adjoining the southern boundary, at the advanced age of 
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The eye that was sparkling, no longer is bright. 
The arm of the mighty, death conquered its might. 
The bosoms that once for their country beat high, 
To those bosoms the sods of the Talley are m^. 

Sleep, soldiers of merit, sleep, gallant of yore> 
The hatchet is fallen, the struggle is o'er. 
While the fir-tree is green and the wind rolls a wave. 
The te«ikr-drop shall brighten the turf of the brave. 



BIOGRAPHY. 

[It is the intention of the compilers of these collections to de<- 
vote a considerable part of them to Biographical Memoirs and 
Notices of eminent, and remarkable persons in New-Hampshire, 
who have bad ^y connection with its settlement or history. It 
seems to be the duty of the present generation, to record the 
most important events in the lives of those great and good men, 
who were ornaments of the age in which they lived. ''We na- 
turally wish to know the peculiar talents, the extraordinary ef- 
forts, and the combination of circumstances, which raised them 
to usefulness and distinction. Their excellencies are not only 
a pattern, but they serve as a stimulus for others to call forth the 
energies of their minds, and aspire at distinguished usefulness 
in the world . The history of one illustrious character may 
produce a happy influence upon many, who are now on the stage 
of life, and confer a benefit on future generations.^' 

We shall feel a pleasure in giving accurate memoirs of those 
who have been honored as Chief Magistrates ; of Counsellors 
and Legislators ; of those who assisted in forming our civil and 
religious establishments ; of those who took an active part in the 
cause of freedom during the revolutionary struggle; and shall be 
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h^ppy to receive such details as will perpetuate the fame of those 
who were honored in their generations, and were the glory of 
their times. — In this number we give a Biographical Memoir of 
the Rev. Dr. Belknap, to whom the inhabitants of this state 
are greatly indebted for the figure it makes in. Americaja ^isi 
tory.] 



BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR 
OP 

Rev. JEREMY BELKNAP, D. D. 

Member of the American Philosophical Soctely^ of the Amwican. 
Academy of arts and Sciences^ and of the MassachusetU Htaiotxcal 
Society, 

j£REMT Belknap, D. D. the historian of New-Hampshire, 
and the biographer qf several distinguished worthies of New- 
England, was born in Boston, June 4, 1744. He received the 
rudiments of his education at the grammar school, under the 
care of the celebrated Mr. LoveH, who has been styled the 
Busby of New-England. He entered Harvard College at the 
age of fourteen. 

He discovered, at this early period, such marks of genius 
and taste, such talents for composition, and such a flow of senti- 
ment in c<ftiversation, as to engage the esteem of the students, 
and arrest the attention of the instructors. In college, he made 
considerable progress in classical literature and was master of 
a great variety of knowledge before he took his first degree^ 
which w^ at the commencement of 1762. On receiving his 
degree, he applied his mind to the various branches of science ; 
but feeling serious impressions of divine truth, he turned his 
thoughts to theology. The whole bent of his soul was to the 
work of the ministry ; and to this he, in the most solemn man-- 
ner, devoted himself. In 1763, he published a pathetic elegy, 
upon the death of Rev. Alexander Gumming, colleague to 
the Rev. Dr. Sewall of the Old South church, which discover- 
ed how much he was influenced by devotional sentiments. 

Some part of his time he employed in instructing youth ; and 
amidst other pursuits, he wrote several fugitive pieces, which 
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were not known to be his, but were read with pleasure as ef- 
fusion of a fertile fancy, or the labours of a student, who had 
more than common parts and learning. 

He no sooner became a preacher, than his-praise was in all 
the churches. His sermons were excellent ; and his grave 
manner, just emphasis, and distinct articulation, were more strik- 
ing to well informed hearers, than those graces of elocution, 
which render some preachers popular, or which make the fanat- 
ical multitude admire. He was soon invited to take the charge 
of the church at Dover in this State, where he was ordained 
February 18, 1767, as a colleague with Rev. Jonathan Gushing, 
who, on account of his age, was unable to discharge all his pa- 
rochial duties. — In 1769, he was chosen Clerk of the Conven- 
tion of Ministers of this then province, and continued to dis- 
charge the duties of this office till, 1774, after which it appears 
the meetings of the convention were suspended till the year 
1785. Dr. Belknap passed twenty years of his life in this state, 
in the enjoyment of the esteem and affection of his flock ; in 
habits of intimacy with ministers &. other gentlemen of the neigh- 
boring places, all of whom regretted his departure from the 
State. He received marks of attention and respect from the 
first characters of the community^ who persuaded and encourag- 
ed him to compile a history, which does much honor to our coun- 
try, and which has given the author a name and distinction a- 
mong the first literary characters of the age. The first volume 
of his history, comprehending the events of one complete cen- 
tury from the discovery of the river Piscataqua, was published 
at Philadelphia in 1784. The second Volume followed* in 1791, 
and the third in 1792, after the lapse of twenty years from the 
commencement of the undertaking. During this time, the work 
struggled with many embarrassments, and was, more than once, 
thrown by as impracticable. But the favourable reception it 
met with from the public, and the continual importunity of friends, 
prevailed on the author to complete it. 

On the 1 7th of February,1791, the legislature of New-Hamp- 
shire ^^ voted, that the Rev. Jeremy Belknap have, and receive 
out of the treasury of this state, fifly pounds as an encourage- 
ment for his laudable undertaking of compiling and perfecting 
the history of this State." Gov. Plumer was then a member 
of the House, and with several others advocated a larger sum, 
but that was the most they could obtain. The people of that 
day, perhaps, did not justly estimate the value of his productions, 
and could not know the labour and expense they imposed upon 
him. 
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The other publications^ which appear with the name of Dr. 
Belknap, while he i^esided in this State, are, a sermon upon 
military duty, preached at Dover, and dedicated to Sir John 
Wentworth, then governor of the province ; a sermon preached 
before an association of ministers, and the election sermon, at 
Portsmouth, in June, 1785. 

He wrote other pamphlets and several political speculations in 
the New-Hampshire Gazette, upon the controversy between 
Great Britain and the Colonies. He also wrote in the Boston 
newspapers, against the African slavery. An ingenious young 
man belonging to that place, at the desire of a West India mer- 
chant, had written in favor of the African trade, using all argu- 
ments which can be gathered for the lawfulness of slavery, from 
the scriptures and the practice of nations. He took the signa- 
ture of John Marsham, and seemed to court the controversy, as 
one able to maintain his ground and confute his opponents. 
Theiie essays being published in the newspapers,were answered 
through the same channel, by several able and ingeniours hands. 
Among the best pieces were, those which proceeded from the 
pen of Dr. Belknap. When the Columbian Magazine was 
pubhshed at Philadelphia, he was solicited to become a writer ; 
and in that work may be seen the first sketches of the Ameri- 
can Biography. 

In the year 1787, Dr. Celknap removed to Boston. The 
Presbyterian church in Federal street, becoming vacant by the 
removal of Rev. Robert Annan, and having changed its estab- 
lishment from the Presbyterian to the Congregational form, soon 
invited him to become its pastor. He was accordingly installed 
April 4, 1787. Nothing could have been more agreeable to the 
ministers and. people of the other churches, and to all who re- 
garded the interests of the university at Cambridge, with which 
he became officially connected ; being fully confident that he 
would be a great instrument in promoting the cause of religion 
and learning. As an overseer of the college, he was attentive to 
the concerns of the institution; taking an interest in every thing 
that respected its welfare. During the eleven years of his min- 
istry in Boston, the religious society with which he was connected 
grew and flourished. The attachment was strong and mutual. 
While they admired his diligence and fidelity, he received from 
them every testimony of respect, which marks the character of a 
kind and obliging people. He was affable and kind to all class- 
es of people. He gave advice with cheerfulness,and with an at- 
tention to the concerns of his acquaintance, which invited their 
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confideDce. He was particularly careful in giving religious in^ 
struction to young children, that their feet might be early guid- 
ed in the way of life. In the afternoon preceding his death, h^ 
was engaged in catechising the youth of his society. 

Dr% Belknap in his preaching did not aim at splendid diction, 
but presented his thoughts iu plain and perspicuous language, 
that all might understand him. While he lived in Boston, he 
^avoided controversial subjects, dwelling chiefly upon the prae- 
iical views of the gospel. His sermons were filled with a rich 
variety of observations on human life and manners. 

The friends of Dr. Belknap were numerous. He becaihe a 
member of many literary* and benevolent societies ; and he was 
active in promoting the good of every association to which he 
belonged. Wherever he could be of service, he freely devoted 
his time and talents. 

Of the Historical Society of Massachui^etts he wjts not only 
B diligent and laborious member, but may be Considered as the 
founder. While he was in New-Hampshire, he collected a 
]great number of facts, dates and circumstances, and most valu- 
able compilation of manuscripts, which might give information 
and entertainment to persons who desire to know the history of 
their own country. The letters which passed between the ad- 
miral and general at Louisbourg had been copied in a fair hand^ 
to serve for a document of historrck information. ' Col. Spar- 
liawk, who married the daughter ff Sir William Pepperell, not 
only obliged Dr. Belknap with the perusal of them, when he 
was writing the history of New-Hampshire, but expressed a de- 
sire that he would deposite theni in some cabinet, where they 
might be read by others, and be useful in future. This idea led 
Dr. Belknap to^devise a plan for multiplying copies of this and 
other manuscripts, as the only way to preserve them from fire 
or any accidents. He was the more impressed with the pro- 
priety of this, as he was witness to the destruction of Mr. 
Prince's valuable collection, which h&d been deposited in the 
steeple of the Old South meeting house. When he came to 
Boston, he suggested this to several of his acquaintance* Iii 
this town he met with a friend, Mr. Thomas Walcut, a respect- 
ed citizen, who had conceived the same idea of multipiyin|^ 
copies of old books, which he himself had of manuscripts, aad 
who had made a great collection to keep them for the service 
of future generations. Dr. Belknap often mentioned to the 
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late Rev. Dr. Eliot that what Mr. Walcut suggested, of pre- 
serving books, and his own desire to preserve the letters of Sir 
William Pepperell, were the foundationjof the Historical Socie- 
ty: an institution at first i^upported by the labors of a few, not 
sufficiently favored by the publick; but now claiming a very 
considerable reputation among the' litel^ary institutions of Amer- 
ica. 

As an author, Dr. Belknap" appears with great reputation. 
'No one has been more justly celebrated on this side the At- 
lantick. The History of New^Hampshire is full of good infor- 
maHon, well arranged, and written in a very handsome style. 
The FortsterSy a work which mingles wit and humor with a 
representation of the manners of the American people, he wrote 
in his leisure hours. It has passed through a second edition. 
The American Biography is a monument of his talents, his in- 
dustry, and his knowledge. He lived to publish one volume, 
and to prepare another, which has been printed since his death; 
and it has been well observed, that this event put a stop to the 
progress of a useful and interesting work, for which the publick 
voice pronounced him peculiarly qualified, and which the world 
of letters hoped he might extend through the successive periods 
of his country's history. 

Dr. Belknap was a decided advocate of our republican form 
of government, and ever was a warm friend of the constitution 
of thd United States, which h(^ considered the bulwark of our 
national security and happiness. He was earnest in his wishes 
and prayers for the government of his country, and in critical- 
periods took an open and unequivocal, and, so far as profession- 
al and private duties allowed, an active part. 

For several years before he died, Dr. Belknap was subject to 
paralytick complaints, which he considered as indications of a 
speedy dissolution. He died suddenly with a return of this dis- 
order, June 20, 1798, at the age of 54 years. The following^ 
lines, found among his papers after his decease, express his 
choice in regard to the manner of his death, and it seems the 
event corresponded with his wishes. 

When faith and patience, hope[]and lov«, 
Have made us meet for heav'n above ; 
How blest the privilege to rise, 
Snatched in a moment to the skies ! 
Unconscious to resign our breath, 
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Nor UBte the bitterness of death — 
Sach be my lot, Lord, if thoa please, 
To die in silence and at ease ; 
When thou dost know that Vm prepared, 
O seize me quick to my reward. 
But if thy wisdom sees it best, . 
To turn thine ear from this request ; 
If sickness be the appointed way. 
To waste this frame of human clay ; 
If, worn with grief, and rack'd with pain, 
This earth must turn to earth again ; 
Then let thine angels round me stand ; 
Support me by thy powerful hand ; 
Let not my faith^or patience move, 
Nor aught abate my hope and love ; 
But brighter may my graces shine. 
Till they're absorbed in light divine. 
February 9, 1794. 

The publications of Dr. Belknap, afler he was settled in Bos- 
ton, were, a Sermon at the Installation of Rev. Jedidiah Morse 
at Charlestown, April 30, 1789 ; a discourse delivered at the 
request of the Historical Society, October, 1792, being the 
completion of the third century from Columbus' discovery of 
America ; Dissertations on the character and resurrection of 
Christ, one volume 12 mo. ; Collection of Psalms and Hymns^ 
one volume 12 mo.; Convention Sermon in 1796; a Sermon on 
the day of the National Fast, May 9, 1798; Two volumes of the 
History of New-Hampshire, pp. 493, 354; American Biography, 
first volume in 1794, the second in 1798; the Foresters, an A- 
merican Tale, being a sequel to the history of John Bull the 
clothier, one volume 12 mo. He published also several essays 
upon the African trade; upon civil and religious liberty; upon 
the state and settlement of this country, in periodical papers; 
in the Columbian Magazine, printed at Philadelphia; in the Bos- 
ton Magazine 1784; in the Historical Collections, (of which 
he was one of the committee of publication for the three first 
'volumes) and in newspapers. Two of his sermons on- the in- 
stitution and observation of the sabbath were published in 1801. 

Authorities for the preceding sketch. — Rev. Dr. ElioVs Bio^ 
graphical Dictionary , 68 — 63, Rev. Dr. Allen' b do. 55 — 67; 
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CoUecHona of MaasachuseUa Historical Society, vol. vit. z — xnir; 
jRees' Cyclopa^ia, Philadelphia editioii; Rev. Dr, MUler^s RetrO' 
sped, ii. 142; PolyanUioSy first seneSj i. 1 — 13; MS. Records cf 
the Ecclesiastical Convention of New-Hampshire, 
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[Th'e following letters are transcribed from the Records of the 
Ecclesiastical Convention of New-Hampshire in the hand writ- 
ing of the Rev. Dr. Belknap. The first, which is supposed to 
have been written by him, was addressed by the Convention of 
Ministers in this then province to the Rev. Samuel LangdoD| 
D.D.y upon his being chosen to the Presidency of Harvard Col- 
lege.] 

" Rev. and dear Sir, 

The Corporation and overseers of Harvard College, having 
given a fresh proof of their concern for the interests of religion 
and Literature among the students of that important Seminary, in 
electing you to the office of President, and you having accepted 
the same, we take this oportunity of our annual Convention to 
testify our esteem for you, by presenting you our cordial'con- 
gratulation on the occasion. 

From the long and intimate connection which has subsisted 
between us, we think we have reason to expect that your appoint- 
ment to this honorable station will be an extensive blessing to 
the country. The prospect of this i^ sufficient to overbalance 
that regret which we feel at your removal from our neighbor- 
hood. 

We trust our friendship is of such a nature as not to be in- 
jured by any temporary separation, and while we offisr up our 
fervent prjayers that the Father of Lights would bless you with 
a continued supply of that Wisdom which is his gifl, and ena- 
ble you to discharge the duties of your important Station with 
fidelity and success, we shall still expect a remembrance in your 
addresses to the Throne of Grace ; and when we shall be call- 
ed respectively to give up the account of our Stewardships, we 
hope through the mediation of our common Lord to meet and 
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dwell together in the most perfect union and felicity in a better 
World. 

Signed in the name of the Convention, 

DANIEL ROGERS, Moderator. 
Portsmouth, Sept. 22, 1774." 



Rev. Dr, JLangdonU Answer, 

** To my Rev. and much esteemed Brethren of the Convention 

now held at Portsmouth. 

Rev, and dear brethren^ 

Your cordial Congratulation on occasion of my election to 
the office of President of Harvard College and my acceptance 
of the same, confirms the assurance I have ever had of your 
fraternal Love. 

I feel great reluctance not only at parting with the dear peo- 
ple of my charge, but taking my leave of the Churches in the 
Neighborhood, and of you my fellow Labourers in the work of 
the Gospel Ministry, with whom my heart is most sensibly unit- 
ed in affection. Nothing could induce me to quit my present 
station and accept so important a Charge, under a deep sense 
of many imperfections, but a persuasion that the Call is from 
God, and that notwithstanding all my Weakness I may serve 
the Interests of Christ's kingdom and good Literature, in this 
day of Trouble, in some proportion to the exigencies of the 
times. 

I trust my deep rooted affection to you will always continue, 
and that you, and the Churches under your Care, will always 
have a remembrance in my addresses to the Throne of Grace, 
as I shall esteem it my hapiness to be interested in your petitions, 
that I may be blessed with a continual supply of that Wisdom 
which is from above, and be enabled to discharge the duties of 
the important Station, to which I am called, with fidelity and 
success. 

God grant we may all give an account of our respective Stew- 
ardships with Joy, and meet and be forever united in felicity in 
a better world, through our dear glorified Redeemer, whose ser- 
vants we are and in whom we rejoice forever. 
Your most affectionate Brother, 

SAMUEL LANGDON 
Portsmouth, Sept. 22, 1774." 
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SEAL OF QUEEN ANNE. 

Copy of a letter from Queen Anxe to Governor Dudley. 

"ANNE R. 

"To Our Trusty and Well beloved Joseph Dudley, Esq. our 
Captain General and Commander in Chief of our province of 
New-Hampshire, in New-England in America, and to our Lieu- 
tenant Governor and Commander in Chief of Our said prov- 
ince for the time being — Greeting. With this you will receive 
a Seal prepared by Our order for the use of our Government of 
New-Hampshire, which Seal is engraven with our Arms, 
Garter, Supporter, Motto and Crown, with this Inscripiton round 
the same, SIG. PROVINCL^ NOSTR-^ NOV^ HAMP- 
TONI^ IN AMERIC : And Our Will and pleasure is, and we 
do hereby authorize you, and out Lieutenant Governor or Com- 
mander in Chief of our said Province of New-Hampshire for 
the time being, to affix the said Seal to all Patents and Grants of 
Lands, and to all piiblick Ac(s and Instruments of Government, 
which shall be made and passed in Our name within our said^ 
Province, and that it be to all intents and purposes of the same 
force and validity as any former Seal appointed for the publick 
use of the Government in Our said Province hath heretofore 
been, which former Seals are not to be farther made use of, or 
affixed to any publick Acts or Instruments whatsoever, but to 
be defaced and broken. 

Given at Our Court at St. Jame's the Third day of May,^ 1705, 
in the fourth year of Our Reign. 

By her Majesty's Command, 

C, HEDGES,'* 

SUPERSCRIBED, 

" To Our Trusty and Well beloved Joseph Dudley^ Esq. Our 
Captain General and Commander in Chief of Our Province of 
NeW'Hampshirey in New-England in America. Or to the Com- 
mander in Chief of our said province for the time being. 

netv-hampsh:' 



ASTRONOMY. 

To the President and Members of the American Academy of 

Arts and sciences, and other Scientifick Gentlemen in 

the United States of America, the following Paper 

is respectfully addressed by Dudley Leavitt, of 

Meredith. 

A Niw and short Mtthod of calculating the times of the First 

and Last Quarters of the Moon, 

In the edition of 1811, of Dr. Enfield's Natural Philosophy, 
p. 378, the author or editor asserts thatFerg uson's tables prin- 
ted in that Work, are so accurate for calculating the times of 
New and Full Moon, as to be "rarely above one or two 
minutes wide of the truth." These tables, after correcting 
them for the difference of the gravity of the Moon towards the 
earth and Sun, at the times of new and full moon, and applying 
the equation of reductiony I have found to be sufficiently correct 
for most uses for which they were designed, except in calcu- 
lating eclipses, when I have found it necessary to use different 
rules and tables. — Most ATncrjcan calculators have supposed 
that Ferguson's tables were intended to find the times of the 
Moon's Quarters, as well as the New and Full Moon, without 
any other equation* This was a great mistake. To find the 
times of the Moon's Quarters, another equation is necessary 
depending on the different distances of the Sun from the Moon's 
apogee, and the different tendency of the Moon towards the 
earth, at the times of the syzygies and the quadratures. Sup- 
pose the Sun and Moon to be in conjunction when the Moon 
is in its apogee and consequently her orbit most eccentrick, 
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and tendency towarcls the Sun the greatest. Then at the next 
First Quarter, the Sun will have moved about 7 1-2*^ from the 
Moon's apogee, and the Moon SO^ from the Sun ; for which 
reasons the figure of the Moon's orbit is less elliptical, its ten- 
dency towards the earih greater, and velocity slower, than at 
the conjunction, so far as it depends on the action of the Sun • 
so that both these causes acting together, make considerable 
difference as to the Moon's place. On those principles I have 
constructed the following table, and explained its use, that all 
who choose, may make full trial of it to their own satisfaction. 
It is hoped that the want of such a table^ will be an apology 
for publishing it ; especially, as to the author's knowledge, there 
has not been, except his, any table of the kind constructed ei- 
ther in America or Europe. 

METHOP OF USING THE TABLE. 

First, Find the first and second equation from the mean to 
the true time of the Moon's Quarters, in the same manner, hy 
Fergusons' tables, as the New and Full Moon. Then, 

Secondly. If the time of the First Quarter is required, sub-, 
tract three signs from the Moon's equated anomaly, but if the 
Last Quarter, add three signs, and the Sun's distance from the 
Moon's apogee will be found ; wiiich, if the Moon's anomaly is 
less than six signs, must be found at the top of the table, but 
if more than six >signs, at the bottom, and the equation taken out 
accqrdingly, which applied according to the sign, to the time 
twice equated, will give the niean time of orbit quadrature very 
near thelruth, to which apply the equation of time and the ap- 
parent time will be found. 



*By all who study practical Astronomy. 
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THE TABLE 



Third Equation from the Mean to the true time of the Moon 'a 
First and Last Quarter. 

Argument. Sun's Distance from the Moon's Apogee. 



1+ 0|+ #1|+ 2|+ 3|+ 4| + 



I>«g.| + 



1 1 |Deg. 




\ 
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EXPLANATORY EXAMPLE. 

feequired the lime of the Moon^s First Quarter at Boston, in 

March, 1821? 

Mean New Moon in Marc h .|Q^sJVT. An om.| d 's M. An om. 

D. H. M. 
At Greenwich, 3-19-25 



S. 



Dift'. xMerid. —0 - 4 - 44|0 - - 00 



8-1-41 15-4-25 



S. 



0-0-08 



At Boston 3 - 5-41 

J Lunation -1-7 - 9-11 

M'n ti. CI 's 1st ql^. 10 - 14""-"^ 
1st equation - -|- 3 - 56 

2d equation - — 9-6 

Sd equation - — 4 - 5-1 



» - 1 - 41 
. 7 - 10 



8-8-57 
arg. 1st. equat. 



6-4-25 
3-6-27 

8 - 10 - 62 

4-1 - 2& equa't. 



8 - 12 - fl9 arg. 2^ 
3 - - [equal. 



Meah lime nearly 10-4-46 6-11^-21 arg. ^ 

Q slower than clock - — 11 ^ [equat. 

a qrs. Boston 10 - 4 - 35 apparent time of orbit quadrature, td 

which if the reduction he appHed^the eclipttck trine will be foiHi^; 
but, as the equation of reduction is so oielimes. nothing, and fee* 
quently very small, which is the case with a few other equations, 
if these tire neglected in thii? method of calculating, the truA 
time will be obtained very frequently, with exactness, and ajwsgrsi 
within a few minutes,for which reason I have omitted them here, 
but shall endeavor to treat of the eqtiation of reduction, iti an- 
other paper, either by ^bis or some other mode of .pv(bliqatianw 
In the above calculation, in adding the numbers, the signs are 
noted as in Algebra. In finding the 3d argument, I subtracted 3 
«igns from the Moon's equated anomaly, because at the moi}Q^0 
first quarter the Sun's distance from the moon's apogee is 3 
signs less than the moon's distance. At the last quarter the re- 
▼arse is the case« The 3d argunrent in this exftmpke4:isilbiiiid 
from the moon's anomaly greater than 6 signs, viz. 8 s. 12** 21', 
therefore the signs of the 3d argument must he found at the 
bottom x»f tiie table, and the degreea at the right handl tif the 
moon's anomaly had b^en Ifsss than 6 signs, the. signs of the 3d 
argument must have been found at the top of the table. 

Note. I have neglected fractions of a mtrHite,'as'tian«ceMti« 
ry in this method. |;;7=*The times of all the N^ :Ji$poRS lA 
March, in Ferguson's Astronomy and Enfield's Philosophy, are 
six minutes too fast. By the help of the above taUe %ht^' tftftleMl 
of the Moon's Qqarters joiay. be found as accwalt^ty.ai^.tbe J^^w 
and Full Moon by Ferguson's tables printed in Dr. Enfield's 
Philosophy. » ■ 
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SOME ACCOUNT OF THE SHAKERS AT 

CANTERBURY. 

In the south-easterly part of the town of Canterbury, in New- 
Hampshirei on an elevated and beautiful site, is the village of 
the '^Shakers" — a sect of Christians first known in this country 
in 1774, when Ann Ijtty the founder of the sect, with several 
others, arrived at New- York from Liverpool. The church at 
Canterbury was gathered in the year 1792, under the ministra* 
tioB of Elder Job Bishop^ who is still their first minister; bU 
though the society first embraced their religious faith about ten 
years previous to that time. At present it consists of more than 
two hundred members. They have a meeting-house open at all 
times of public worship^ where any discreet and civil spectator 
ts freely allowed to attend. They have a Deacon's office^where 
all their public business is transacted, and where strangers are nt 
first received on their visits to the society. They have also nine 
^efling houses, of two and three stories, and several work- 
shops both for men and women. Their mills and various kinds 
of machinery are moved by water on an artificial stream. 

They manufacture many articles for sale, which are remarka- 
ble for neatness and durability. Their gardens are perhaps the 
toost productive of any in the country; and indeed all their im* 
luroved lands exhibit the pleaeing efiects of industry and rural 
economy. They have for years supplied this section of the 
stele with garden seedsy and take much pains to propagate those 
of the best kind. They occupy more than 1500 acres of landi 
l#iog principally in a body, which they have 'consecrated to the 
Lord/ and which they enjoy in common. Their cheerfully pay 
their proportion of the public taxes, and share all the burthens 
ef government, except the bearing of arms, which they deem to 
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be iinlftwAil) aod in reiwrn they claim from governmiBat ooljr 
that protection and support guaranteed to' other citizens. The 
income of their manufactures, together with their agricultural 
products, jields their temporal support; and what they become 
possesed of more than is necessary to their wants, they devote 
to charitable purposes, agreeably to their church covenant. 

Fifly-four persons, old and young, have departed this life in 
the society since it was first organized — a period of forty years. 
This number is small, in comparison with the mortality of other 
parts of the state; and furnishes strong proof how much tem- 
perate habits tend to prolong life. 

The peculiar tenets of this remarkable sect have been subjects 
of so much curiosity and misrepresentation, that we take pleas* 
ure in giving, the following brief statement, furnished by two 
respected individuals of the society at Canterbury, together with 
their remarks upon the errors of Allen and Merrill. 

«'We, the members of a religious community in Canterbury, 
commonly styled Sbakersy first embraced our present religious 
faith, and formed a society in this town, in the year 1782. The 
appellation ^'Shakers" was first, applied to our predecessors by 
their opponents, in consequence of their remarkable operations 
of shaimgy under deep and irresistible conviction. Similar op- 
erations, under the same inftuence, have been more or less man* 
tiFrnst among us to the present day : and by this divine agern^ 
we are taught aiid induced to lead a life contrary to our fallen 
propensities, ader the example of him who said, ^^F\Mow me P^ 
Hence tn conformity to this inward test and light of conscience, 
we appeal to the life and doctrine of Jesus Christ and his true 
witnesses, and to no other precedent^ for the propriety of both 
our faith and practice. It is under these impressions that we 
separate ourselves fron^ the riidiments and friendship of this 
world, and live a life of celibacy or virgin purity : firstly, be- 
cause we consider it expressly taught both by the precepts and 
example of Jesus Christ and his apostles ; and secondly, be- 
cause the light and conviction of our own consciences also 
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leach fh^ sanie. (See Luke xx. 3*, 35 • 1. Cor. vii. I.) Pbr 
tbe same reasons we»abstain from the political nfiairs of the 
world — decline to take oaths, bear arms, or accept pojsls of 
worldly honor, trust or profit — refusing even to g^e our siifihi- 
^ea fur or against candidates to be elected for civil or military 
trust. (See Matt. v. 34; John xviii. 36; .lames i. 27.) — By 
this shall all men know thai ye are my discipksy if ye have love 
one to another, 

"The temporal interest of our society for thirty years past 
has been united in one joint compact, by the mutual consent 
tfnd free choice of the members, who hold equal rights and priv- 
ileges in all things pertaining to the same, without any difierence 
or reserve being made on account of what principal, or 
value, any one has brought in, and thus consecrated ; but pos- 
sessing all things in common, according to the example of the 
apostolic church at Jerusalem, (See Acts iv. 32, 34.) 

''Deacons, or trustees, have also been appointed by the ciiurQh^ 
whose official duty it is, not only to provide for, and make dis- 
tribution among the members, according as every one bath need, 
but also to make all just and lawful defence, to secure and protect 
the said joint interest against unjust claims or encroachments 
from without. (See Acts vi. 3.) 

''Thus having had nearly forty years experience in this faith of 

jielfodenial, (and above thirty in a joint capacity.) we are eoft- 

l9Cious it is that which works by love a«d purifies the. h eart ; 

h^'uig replete, with that full salvation from all sin, which our 

..weary and heavy laden souls had long sought in vainemong nom^ 

ipsl; professors ; — ^Itis that yoke of Christ, which is easy — that 

borfthen which is light — that cross by which the enmity is slaio 

and recooctiiation restored; in a vvord,it isthat^oap^/.ivhi&h is ijk^ 

•potiK?' ^ God to aahaiion. Therefore, as this gospel yields com- 

"plete justifieatioa, solid peace and rest to the souls who obey it, 

«W0 have no disposition to renounce our present pursuits, to tursi 

«gain to our former beggarly elements* 

• *'A brief account of our religious tehets having recently ap- 
peared in Eliphalet and Phinehas Merrill's Gazetteer of this 
JBtate, said to have been furnished for that work by the head of 
our family, the person alluded to denies that he Oraiiy other per^ 
son belonging 'to the society within.his knowledge,. ever furnish- 
ed the author or any of the compilers of that work with the ad- 
count as therein exhibited. iThat we furnished a sketch of otfr 
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««nlinient8 to be inserted in that Gazetteer, at the author's spe- 
cial request, we readily grant ; but we also assert, that the same 
was afterwards, by somebody, shamefully altered and misrepre- 
sented, the meaning in some instances wholly perverted, and 
banded out to the public in that garb under the pretext of its 
having been furnished by the society. 

"This we deem (if designedly done,) not only an insult on 
our character, but also an imposition on the public ; which, how- 
ever, we do not impute to any wilful design in the author, as wd 
understand the materials for that publication, in consequence of 
incidental l^ircumstances, fell into other hands before the com* 
plelion of the work. 

"Another very erroneous description of our sect and tenets 
(though of some years standing,) wc have lately seen exhibited 
in William Allen's Ameiican JS iographical ^nd Historical Diction-' 
ary, under the head of Anna heese, which we utterly disavow ; 
it being derived from statements originating in malice and ca- 
luinny. This account is not only erroneous throughout, but it 
also contains numerous aspersions wholly destitute of truth ; 
and such has generally been the information respecting our 
principles of faith, imposed on the ignorant, and strangers a- 
i)road ; while the candid, who are personally acquainted with us, 
liave informed themselves better. 

^^ First. The founder of our sect was not a person of the name 
and much less of the c/iarac/er there given ; not that we deny that 
Ann Lee was the first who practically set us the example of a 
righteous life, and we know that an evil tree cannot bring forth 
^ood /no/ ; and for no other cause than the purity of her life 
and the testimony which she bore against the hidden abomina- 
tions of the wicked, was her character called in question, and all 
roanner of evil spoken against her falsely. 

^^Second. She never assumed the name of the £llect Ladyy 
nor any title of self honour, though many such titles were ap- 
plied to her and others, by malicious persons,as terms of contempt. 

^^Third. She never procured subsistence at the expense of 
her character, otherwise than by the tongue of slander, in con- 
sequence of earning her livelihood by honest industry, and liv- 
ing a virtuous, chaste and holy life. 

^^Fourth. We know nothing about the person mentioned in 
tire aforesaid publication ; but Ana Lee^ whose charaoter yrwm 
doubtless originally intended as the object of censure, in order 
^o excite an odium Against the society, never asserted that she 
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was not liable to tho assaults of death, or the cominoa dissoia^ 
lion of the earthly tabernacle ; nor yet that she should bodily 
ascend in the twinkling of an eye to heaven, but always main* 
tained a very diSerent doctrine. Nor do the society, as therein 
represented, subsitute revelations and impressions upon their 
minds, in the place of the consistent and plain instructions of 
scripture. 

'*How far that biographer may be justified in quoting his state- 
ments from false authorities, or how far he may have been free 
from any personal design of censure, we do not pretend to judge. 
It is evident however, that he has drawn his description from 
the accounts of Valentine and Daniel Rathbun, Taylor, West 
and others, whom we well know to have early apostatized from 
our socity in New- York, in consequence of having been disap- 
pointed in their views of obtaining pre-eminence among them ; 
and througii whose instigation, several riotous and lawless mobs 
were afterwards excited to commit the most inhuman and cruel 
outrages on the society, whose profession and conscience for- 
bade them to resist or render evil for evil. In defiance of all law, 
these mobs were frequently led forward by those infuriate apos- 
tate8,by whom many of the society,men and women indiscrimin* 
ately, and in their own dwellings, were often scourged and beat- 
en with savage barbarity. In one of those crusades, a son of 
Valentine Rathbun, being a member of the society, of lawful 
age and a married man, was struck by his father with a large 
cane, inhumanly beaten, his skull laid bare for three inches in 
length, and at last left weltering in his blood, with doubtful ap- 
prehensions with regard to his fate ! This is that civil authority, 
as it is called, by which our assemblies are said to have been 
suppressed ! Yet, strange as it /nay ''seem, the libellous pro* 
ductions of these apostates from truth and charity are not only 
credited, but transcribed and held out to the public as a stand* 
tird of undoubted authenticity, 

"FRANCIS WINKLEY, 

"ISRAEL SANBORN." 

It should be mentioned as a practice highly creditable to thia 
sect, that the members of their societies neirer make use of 
ardent spirits except in cases of sickness, being aware of the 
evils intemperance brings upon society. Another practice not 
unworthy of imitation is, they refuse to be trusted even in the 
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tmallest sum. They transact their secular concerns with much 
probity and uprightness; and though they may hava suffered re* 
preach fro:n their singularity of life and manners, they have be- 
come a proverb for industry, justice and benevolence. 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF PETERBOROUGH. 

BY REV. ELIJAH DUNBAR, A. M. 

The first settlement of Peterborough commenced a year or 
two previous to the war of 1745. Rev. Mr. Johnston, a Pres- 
byterian clergyman, came with the first settlers, and tarried with 
them about a year. When the war commenced, the first set- 
tlers with the exception of one or two persons, retired to older 
settlements for fear of the savages. Those who remained were 
naver disturbed by the Indians, and the settlement was resumed 
at the conclusion of the war. Another clergyman of the name 
of Harvey resided here for a time and preached — and the peo- 
ple were occasionally supplied with the administration of the . 
word and ordinances by the ministers of Londonderry and of 
the Presbytery, and by neighboring Congregational clergymen. * 

The Rev. John Morrison, the first settled minister, was born 
at Pathfoot in Scotland, May 22, 1743; graduated at Edinburgh, 
in February, 1765; arrived in Boston in May following; com- 
menced preaching at Peterborough the first sabbath in January, 
11^66, and was ordained here November 26, 1766. He adhered 
to the royal cauMC, and joined the British army in 1775, at Bos- 
ton; was attached to the commissary department, and died at 
Charleston, S. C. December 10, 1782. He married Miss Sarah 
Ferguson of Peterborough. His widow still survives; and one 
of his children, who lives in the State of Ohio. 

Rev. David Annan, the second minister, was born at Cowpar 
of Fife, in Scotland, April 4, 1754; came to America when 
young, and was fitted for college and for the ministry by his 
brother, the late Rev. Robert Annan, minister of the Presbyte* 
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rian churcli in fioston. He graduated at Priticetan^ N. J. and 
was ordained for the work of the ministry, by the Presbytery 
which met at Wallktll, N. J. in October, 1778, to which was 
presented the call of the town of Peterborough. He was mar- 
ried to Miss Sarali Smith of Petei borough, January 30, 1783. 
He was dismissed, at his own request, by the Presb)?tery of 
Londonderry, in June, 179^2. After supplying the pulpit in va- 
rious societies, he visited Scotland in 1801; and was visiting 
Ireland, on his return, and died there ^ in 1B02. 

Rev. Elijah Dunbar was ordained, October 23, 1799, at which 
time the church was embodied in the Congregational order. 
The exercises on this occasion were, a prayer by Rev. Jabez 
Chickering, of Dedham; Sermon by Rev. Thomas Thatcher, 
of Dedham, from 2 Tim. ii. 2; consecrating prayer by Rev, 
Zabdiel Adams, of Lunenburg; charge by Rev. Stephen Far- 
rar, of New-Ipswich; right hand of fellowship by Rev. Henry 
Cumihgs, D. D. of Billerica; and concluding prayer by Rev. 
Abiel Holmes, of Cambridge. 

There remain a few persons attached to the Presbyteriart 
forms; and for their accommodation, the sacrament of the sup-^ 
per is administered, once a year, in the Presbyterian mode^ 
Both parties make but one society for the support of publick 
worship. The Congregational church members, living in Pe* 
terborough, together with those of the Presbyterian denomina- 
tion, amount to 50; to this may be added 2 or fi times the same 
number of females. The Baptist church may be estimated at 
12 or 15, of which 5 are males. The society have lately erect- 
ed and dedicated to the service of Almighty God, a neat and 
comroodious meeting house. None have separated from either 
society on the plea of Methodism^ or Universalism; and tho 
people are generally attentive to the observation of the sab' 
bath. 
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SCRAP OF HISTORY RELATING TO HOLLIS 

AND DUNSTABLEi. 

Wbat^s riow Hdllis, wka formerly *lKe west narish'in Dunsta- 
'ble. For a number of /ekrs after Hollis was incorporated, the 
two towns wer'e dassed t6g<^lher to send a man to represent them 
in the General Court. Dunstable being the senior town, re- 
quired the meeting uniformly to be held there until Hollis be- 
came the most numerous, when it was requested by Hollis they 
should be held alternately that each town might have an equ^l 
chance. But to the proposal Dunstable did not tonsen't. Hollis 
feeling some resentment mustered all their forces and left at 
home scarcely man or horse. Previously to this, the .person 
chosen to represent the two towos had been uniformly selected 
from Dunstable. But on this occasion, Dunstable perceiving 
they were outnumbered, 'their town Clerk niounted a pile of 
shingles and called on the inhabitants of Dunstable to bring iti 
their vote for a Moderator for Dunstable. The town Clerk of 
Hollis mounted another pile and called on the inhabitants of 
Dunstable and Hollis to bring in their votes far a. Moderator for 
Dunstable and HoFlis. The result was, Jonathan Lovewcll, 
Esq. Whs 'declared Moderat6r for Dunstable, and Deac. Francis 
Worcester, Moderator for Dunstable and Hollis. Each Mod- 
erator proceeded in the same manner to call for the votes for 
Representative. Jonathan Lovewell, Esq. was declared chosen 
Representative to represent the town of Dunstable, and Dr. 
John Hale w^s dechired chosen to represent thie towns of Dun- 
stable and Hollis, Accordingly both repaired to Portsmouth to 
attend the General Court. Lovewell was allowed to take his 
Beat,l)ut Hale was rejected. Hale, however, instead of return- 
ing home, took measures to 'acquaint the Governor with what 
had transpired, and waited the issue. It was not long before 
the Secretary, Theodore Atkinson, came into the House and 
proclaimed aloud, *U have special orders from his Excelleticy to 
dissolve this House; accordingly you are dissolved, God save 
the King." 

Soon after, precepts were again issued to convene a new 
House, when Hollis was allowed to send a Representative hy' 
themiselves» and have ever since; but Dunstable was neglected 
until the commencement of the Revolution. 

8 
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THE EASTERN INDIANS. 

"In automn [1712] the news of the peace of Utrecht arrired 
- in America; and on the 29ih of October the suspension of arms 
Was proclaimed at Portsmouth. The Indians being informed of 
this event, came in with !i flag of truce to Capt, Moody, at Cas- 
co, and desired a treaty; which the governor, with the council 
of each province, held at Portsmouth, where the chiefs and 
deputies of the several beligerent tribes, by a formal writing 
under hand and seal, acknowledged their perfidy, promised H^ 
delity, renewed their allegiance, submitted to the laws, and 
begged the queen's pardon for their former miscarriages." 

Belknap's N. H. vol, L p. 284. 

Similar engagements and protestations of friendship had been 
frequently made by the difl^erent tribes, and as often violated; so 
that little reliance was now placed on their sincerity. The In- 
dians, however, did not presently commit any acts of hostility; 
but continued to exhibit symptoms of dissatisfaction, making 
complaints of the English encroachments on their lands, and 
using menacing language towards the settlers. Upon their rep* 
resentation to the government, Capt. Moody, in company with 
leveral others, was deputed to treat with the Indians at George- 
town; and the following is his return to the governor and coun- 
cil. 

tMer rf Captcm Moody, giving an account of hia meeting with 

S€vei*al of the Eastern Indians. 

At a meeting of the Eastern Indians, belonging to Kennebeck 
river, at Georgetown, upon Arrowsick Island, August 11, 1716, 
being present Satnuel Moody^ deputed by the government of 
New-Hampshire to meet and discourse with the said Indians. 
Of the Indians were present two and twenty; Moxus and Boma' 
zeeUf Capt, Samuely of their chiefs; Sluepscot Jo, their speaker. 

Capt. Moody^ — The government of Boston having communi- 
cated your letter to the government of Piscataqua, they have 
appointed and empowered me to represent them at this meeting; 
and I have something to offer you, which are the words of his 
Majesty "^s Lieut. Governor and Couacil there. 

Upon which I proceeded to read and carefully to interpret the 
Mune itnto them^ and received their answers to each article. « 
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1. The gentlemen of Piscataqua complain that it is a com- 
mon ihing there for the Indians in the several towns to behafo 
themselves very insolently, and to use threatening exprefi8i\>iis, 
which are contrary to the articles of law. 

Indian, — We know nothing of that; and if there be any ill- 
minded men that give their tongues the liberty to talk after such 
a manner, it is not worth the while to take any notice of it. Not 
do we regard the ill language which we receive from particular 
persons of the English; if we did/ we could also make com-* 
plaints as well as they. 

CapL M, — If any particular persons of the English ot&r any 
of you any abuse, yoo may have redress; the government hat 
promised it; and we expect the same from you, — which is better 
than for the whole to break out into a quarrel. 

Indian. — It is very well; we approve of what you say. 

2. I am also to let you know from these gentlemen, that thtt 
land on which the English have built or are building any forts, 
is what has been inhabited by them heretofore, and that by your 
forefathers'^ consent and desire; and 'tis what you yourselves 
ttsked at the time of the pacification, that they should come and 
settle among you as formerly, which cannot be without fortifica- 
tionsy in case of any insults, &c. 

Ind. — As to our lands, which is the principal thing coatained 
in the letter, we can give no answer to it, being not all present^ 
and some particularly being absent who own part of the lands in 
controversy; and perhaps it may be a year ere we can com9 
together to give an answer. 

CapL M, — You told us last night you should be all together 
in a few days. It is strange that we must not expect an anavrer 
in less than a year's time. 

Ind. — We cannot say any more upon this head in the absence' 
of the proprietors, which would be like stripping a man of hit 
fine clothes and disposing of them without his leave. 

Capt, M, — Seeing you insist so much upon your lands, 1 
would ask you by what means the French came by the land 
which they possess at Canada? The Indians have not surely 
sold those lands, because they have not power to do so, ac-» 
cording to their letter. If, then, it be by grant and allowance 
from the Indians, that we have, and your desire beside, that wt 
should come and tattle in this part of the country; and nort^ 
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▼er, we have bought it, which they never did theirs, who y^^t 
build forts where they please, without giving the Indiana any 
resaon or asliing their consent for it. 

Ind, — The French have given us a great deal, and arc wont 
to distribute every year some hundreds of pounds unto us. 

Capt. M. — We believe the French are wont to make you 
presents yearly, to encourage you in war-time to fight against 
us; but i^ot as any acknowledgement (or their lands. 

Ind, — They do the same in peace that ttiey do in war. 

CapL M, — It is still to engage you to their interest, and not 
on account of the landa tliey possess, as the French, themselvea 
have informed me and I certiunly kiiow« 

To this the Indians made no further reply. 

Capt, M. — It is one of the articles which you signed to at t|ie 
peace, that all the captives should be delivered up. Has that 
article been fulfilled? 

Ind, — We have delivered up all that are among us according 
to agreement. 

CapL M. — Whence is it then that two have been bought out 
of your hands this last spring— a woman for 10/. and a man for 
SO/.; which is an unreasonable price for the redemption of poor 
captives that have been in your hands so long. We think it very 
strange that such a thing should be allowed. 

Ind. — You might have reason to think it strange, if we had. 
not delivered up all that we had in our hands at Norridgewock 
and Penobscot. Those two you speak of were brought from 
Canada, and it's hard i£ something may not be allowed for 
bringing them so far, the Indians being a poor, people and the 
English a rich, people. 

CapL M. — It is true Canada is a great way, yet we were not 
under any obligation to' pay you for the fetching of them, be* 
cause you had promised at the -congress they should be broughf 
in, and you should be as good as your word; and that woman, 
particularly, which we gave an Indian 10/. for, was promised at 
the last meeting at Piscataqua, to be returned, without paying 
any price; but before the matter had been a long time delayed, 
the man was obliged to give more than 10/. for her, which was 
double the price I agreed with him. to bring her for. Is this to. 
comply with your articles? 

iiui.~ As to that, we acknowledge it was not fair. But how->. 
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«vcr, Capt. Moody, if you know of any of our captives, we 
pray you tell us. 

Capt, JV/. — There is a girl at Hampton, which I have often told 
you of, who was carried to Piscataqua by the Governor's order, 
and remained there a montli in order to be delivered unto you ; 
but nobody coming for her, she was returned back to her mas- 
ter again. 

Jfid. — We desire that girl, «nd wouW have her to be brought 
lo Mr. Watts ; here is one of her kinsmen present who will 
tahe care of her. 

Capt. M. — I yA^ inform the^jovernor of Piscataqua about 
it, which is all I can do, who no doubt will^o you justice. There 
are yet more of our captives that are not returned, and when 
we have demanded them of the French, they tell us they, 
are in the hand ^ of the Indians, so that we find it very difficult 
to come at them. 

hid, — If the French have satd so, we will see to that, and if 
w« light of any captives in their hands, we shall take them aWay 
and bring them in. 

Capt, M, — If you could do so at any time, you would bo 
gladly received. I have nothing further to add, but as to those 
letters from Canada, which you charge Bomazeen with making 
mention of wiihe^ut yourcrder. The government of Piscataqua 
know nothing of them. 

hid, — It is very iCell. 

Upon the whole the, Indian said thus : — 

Notwithstanding we cannot give you a full answer to the 
principal thing contained in the letter, which is refering to our 
lands, we would yet have every man go on with his work and pro- 
ceed with their buildings and making settlements, and there shaU 
be no molestation given by us to any persons in those parts 
of the country. 

Here they prevented me in what lye were about to say to them, 
viz. that we insisted upon our rights and resolved to proceed in 
pur buildings and settlements as we have begun. 

Capt, M, — We hope that you will so consider ^bout these 
matcers, as that there may be no more controversy and dispute 
about them, but a final determination of them. 

Ind> — We shall bring the matter to an issue as soon as we 
can ; in the mean time we are all easy, and shall rest satisfied 
until there shall be a final determination of all controversies 
between us,that m'c may live friendly and pcacoaMy one with a- 
nother. 



6JJ BISHOP'S CAPTIVITY. 

CAPTIVITY OF ENOS BISHOP. 

EtXtract of a letter from Mr, Enos Bishop to Rev. Jedldlah Jewell^ 

of Rowley y Mass. 

Montreal, Oct. 19, 1754. 

Rev. Sir, — The reason of my directing these lines to you is, 
because it seems most likely that they will sooner arrive to tho 
hands of a person of your note than to any body else. Before 
I proceed, I shall give you a short description of my captivity. 
That day, Sir, in August last [the li5th] that you lelt my hous© 
at Contoocook, I was taken by the Indians, and by them car- 
ried to St. Francois, where we arrived in thirteen days ; and 
after I had been with them eight weeks, they sold me to a French 
gentleman for 300 livres, which sum must be paid before I can 
be free — which looks somewhat difficult to me. But I hope 
that I have some friend in Rowley that will contribute 
part of that sum for my relief ; and I shall take it as a favor of 
you, if you will move a contribution in your parish. There 
will be no difficulty in my redemtion if the money be paid, and 
there is no difficuUy in coming at anv time in the year. In 
the winter people pass on the ice all the way to Albany, except- 
ing a few miles. 

Inform the people at Contoocook, that Meloon and "his wife 
are sold to a French minister near Quebeck, and his boy ia 
this town, and his oldest girl is with the Indians ; their young* 
est child, I believe, died at St. Francois about a month ago. 
Samuel Scribner, who was taken at Bakerstown when I was, t 
hear is sold to the French at Chambly, about 12 miles from this 
place ; and Robert Barber, taken at the samcL place, soH to a 
Frenchman about a mile from St. Francois. They all desire 
release. 

I can write no more at present, only to ask an interest in 
your prayers, and beg leave to subscribe myself, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

ENOS BISHOP. 

N. B. Caution the frontiers to be on their guard.: — If any 
person conies or sends for me, let them repair to Col. John 
Lydius of Albany for direction. 



Note by the editors. — During the last Indian war, while 
we were colonies of England, the depredations of the savagea 
were principally confined to the frontiers and less powerful 
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•ettlementr*. Upon an alarm from Bakerstown,* Bishop, with 
teveral others, anxious to assist their brethren, left Contoocoolc 
armed for that purpose. They had proceeded to within abotity 
|wo miles of Bakerstown, when ihey were suprised by a party 
of Indians — one being killed, and Bishop with others made 
prisoners. He was detained in captivity more than a year, da- 
ring eight months of which he was kept in close confinement at 
Montreal. On the 26th Sept. 1755, Bishop, with two others, es- 
caped from Montreal, and after travelling twenty-six days, eigh- 
teen of which without any food other than the wilderness afford- 
ed them, they arrived at Charlestown, and from thence return- 
ed to their friends. A sum of money had been raised for the 
purchase of Bishop's release; but the person by whom it was 
sent converted it to his own Use. After his return, Bishop re- 
presented his sufferings to the General Court, and thereupon 
received 50/. from the publick treasury. 
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In 1772, Rev. Stlvanus Ripley and Lt. Joseph Tatlor, 
who acted as interpreter, went^on a mision to the Indian tribes 
in Canada. They returned to Hanover on the 2Ist of Septem- 
ber, and brought with them ten children from those tribes, to 
receive an education in the school at Dartmouth College. Two 
of these children were taken by the Indians in former wars 
while they were young,and were brought up in the language and 
customs of the natives. , One of them was a grandson, about 
eight years old, of a Mr. Tarbell, who was taken from 
Groton, in Massachusetts, in the yeai* 1704, when he was about 
ten years old. Mr. Tarbell was then in vigorous health and 
the oldest chief in the village. He expressed much joy in see- 
ing Messrs. Ripley and Taylor, and earnestly encouraged his 
grandson in leaving his Indian relatives to receive the benefits 
of education. There was another youth, a grandson of Mrs. 

•I?ali9bury, N. H. 
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Eunice Williams, who was taken captive with her father; tbe 
Rev. John Williams, of Deerfield, Feb. 29, 1704, that would 
have accoTDpanieH them, but was prevented by indisposition. 

The number of Indian children at the school at Dartmouth 
College in 1772, was eighteen. 



It is said the Penacook Indians, (who were once a formidabU 
tribe in this vicinity,) used to predict the weather from the move- 
ment of the morning fog, which usually pa«sedoff in a directtoh 
towards the sea,or towards the mountains. ** If, (said they,) the 
fog goes a fishing, we shall have fair weather ; but if it goes a 
hunttttg, look for a storm." This saying is not uncommon among 
fishermen at the present day. 



FfGLD OFFICERS OF THE SEVERAL REGIMENTS IN NBW-HAMF- 

SHIRE IN 1767. 

Regiment of Horse Ckiards. 

Clement March, colonel, 
Richard Downing, lieut. coldnel, 
W^illiara Weeks^mjijor. 

1. Theodore Atkinson, colonel. | John Hale, lieut. colonel 
Daniel Warner, lieut. col. 



Vacant major. 

S. John Gage, colonel. 

John W^entworlh, lieut. col. 

Stephen Jones, major. 
$. Meshech Weare, colonel. 

Jonathan Moulton, lieut. col. 

Nathan Healy, major, 

4, Daniel Oilman, colonel. 
Winthrop Hilton, lieut. col. 
Nathaniel Folsom, major. 

5. Edward Goldstone Lutwyche, 

colonel. 



Samuel Hobnrt, major. . 

6. Josiah Willard, colonel. 
Benjamin Bellows, lieut. col. 
■ Willard, major. 

7. Ebenezer Stevens, col. 
Jonathan Greeley, lieut. coh 
Joseph Wright, major. 

8. Andrew Todd, colonel. 
Samuel BaiT, lieut. colonel. 
Samuel Emerson, major. 

9. John Goffe, colonel. 

John Shepard, lieut. colonel 
il John Noyes, major. 
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^ Thpographieai and Hiitorical Description oj WiUon, N» H, 

By Rev. Thomas Bbede. 

Wilton, a post-town in the county of Hillsborough^ is situated 
17 miles west of Merrimack river, in latitude N. 42"* 50'. It 
h|is Lyndeborough on the north, Milford on the east, Mason on 
the south, and Temple on the west. It was originally laid oirt 
five miles square ; but some years ago the general court set off 
a half of one mile in width, containing one tier of lots on th» 
west side, to the town of Temple. It is now Jive miles from 
north toisouth, and four and a half 'from east to west, h lies 
ten miles from Amherst, 40 from Concord, 66 from Portsmouthi 
and 58 from Boston. 

Rivers and Mills.] — The Soukegan is the principal river. 
It entets in the south-westerly part of the town, and runs through 
it in a north-easterly direction. There are also three consider- 
able branches of this river, sufficiently large fer mill streams, 
which run through the northerly part of the the town, and emp^ 
their waters into the Souhegan before it leaves this place . Ther0 
is a saw-mill and a grist-mill on the Souhegan — 5 saw-mills, 4 
grist-mills, 2 fulling-mills, and 1 carding machine on its several 
branches ; also a machine for sawing clapboards and shingles. 

Soil ano Productions.] — This town has neither mountains^ 
ponds nor swamps ; but is a land of hills and valleys, and rivers 
of wiiter. It is in general pretty rocky, but of a strong and 
excellent soil, well adapted to grassj apples, potatoes, Indian 
corn, flax, and every species of grain. The principal growth 
«f wood is oak, pine, beech, maple, birch, hemlock, and some 
ehesnut. There are no waste lands ; every lot, except what ia 
reserved for wood, is either settled or cultivated ; and the farma 
are chiefly good. Plenty of good clay is found near streams of 
water ; there are also several quarries of excellent atona fi)r 
aplitting and hewing. 

9 
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Climate. — In consequence of the elevated situation of thitf 
town and its proximtty to mountains on tbe north, and west, it is 
liable in the winter to high winds, drifting snows and severe cold ; 
bjut in summer the breezes are gentle and agreeable. The spring 
does not commonly open so soon here by about a week as it does 
in tbe towns directly east, but the land in general is not so sub<' 
jectto early frost as it is in many of those towns. 

Literature and Societies.] — ^There are in this town nine 
school districts, each of which is furnished with a school house. 
Four hundred dollars has been the usual, sum raised annually for 
tbe use of schools ; about one third of which is expended in 
iummer and the remainder in winter* Thirteen persons from 
Uiis place have received the honors of college, and several more 
tre now acquiring a liberal education. There is a female char* 
itable society, each member of which pays 52 cents a year for 
religious purposes. There is a literary and moral society, 
eornposed of young people, who own a set of globes and a 
number of books : they hold frequent meetings for mutual im« 
provement in knowledge and virtue. There is also a library so* 
ciety ; the number of books owned by them is at present not 
large, but well chosen; provision is made for an annual increase* 
The number of subscribers to the Hillsborough Bible and Char- 
itable Society has been about forty. 

PoFiXLATKXN^ — When the revolutionary war commenced, thia 
town contained 623 inhabitants ; in 1790, there were 1105 pn 
feOO, 1017 ; in 1810, 1017, and in 1820, 1070. 

Churches.] — A congregational church was formed in this place 
Dec. 14, 1763, consisting at that time of eight male members, 
and on the same day their first minister, the Rev. Jonathan 
Livermore, who graduated at Harvard College in 1760, was or- 
dained to the pastoral care of it. He continued in the ministry 
Ikbout thirteen years, when he resigned. During, this period^ 
I(filJ3i persons were added to the cburch,and 287 children and adulta 
w<ve baptized. Mr, Livermore died suddenly on the evening 
f^, tbe 2Qth of JqJy^ ISO^, aged 19 years. 

* The Rey. Abel Fiske, who graduated at Harvard College in 
}774, was his successor ; and was ordained to the work of the 
gospel ministry Nov. 18, 1778. At this time, 27 male members of 
the chuch in a solemn manner renewed their covenant engage- 
ments. Mr. Fiske continued^in the ministry a little more than 
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twenty-three years, and died April 21, 1802, aged 50.* Dur- 
ing his ministry, including a short vacancy between the time of 
his death and the settlement of his successor, 224 persons were 
added to the church,and 745 children and others were baptized. 

Rev. Thomas Beede, the present minister, graduated at 
Harvard College in 1793, and was ordained March 2, 1803. 
From that time to the year 1819, a period of about sixteen years, 
96 persons have been admitted to the church and 165 baptized. 
The whole number of communicants living and residing in the 
town is about 127. 

A baptist church was organized here on the 7th April, 1817. 
Its present number of communicants is about 80. Elder Ezra 
Wilmarth, from Cheshire in Massachusetts, is the minister of 
the same j he was installed Nov. 11, 18 18. 

There is also a small society of universalists, who have preachr. 
Ing occasionally, but have no settled minister. 

Physicians.] — Dr. Ebenezer Rockwood, who graduated at 
Harvard College in 1773; Dr. Timothy Parkhurst, who gradua- 
ted at Dartm. Coll. in 1813, and Dr. John Putnam, are thQ 
practising physicians. 

Meeting-Houses.] — ^The first meeting-house was built in 
1752. It was an inconsiderable building, used about twenty-one 
years and then demolished. The second meeting-house, which 
is now standing, is a very decent and commodious building. 
At the raising of this meeting-house, which commenced $ept« 
7, 1773, a distressing accident happened. When the fram^ 
was nearly completed, in conse.quence of the failure of a sup- 
porting timber, one of the beams broke and fell ; and several men 
being on it at the same time fell with it ; three! of whom were 
_ ' ' • • 

[*Rev. Abel Fiske was born at Pepperell, Mass. May 28, 1753. 

tGeorge Lancey, Simeon Fletcher, Reuben Stiles. 

Id^We find the following account of this disaster in the"New# 
Hampshire Gazette £& Historical Chronicle/' dated Sept. 24^ 
1773. 

'^Extract of a letter from ^TeW'Ipsmch^ Sept. 13, 1773. 

''Last Tuesday the most melancholy accident, of the kind, hap- 
pened at Wilton, in New-Hampshire Government,that perhaps has 
been known in the Country: A large company was collected there 
to raise a Meeting-House, and they got up the body of it, the 
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hwUmtly killed, twoj died of their wounds soon afterward,and m 
aumbor of others were badly injured. The work was then sus- 
pended for a few days. In the mean time a fast was kept, and 
a sermon preached by Rev. Mr. Li verraore, from Isaiah cxxvii. 
I. — "Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that 
build it." Soon after this, the people met again to finish the 
raising. In attempting to elevate a new beam to supply the plac* 
of the former one, which broke and fell, this also through some im- 
perfection of the machinery, fell from the plates to the groundl 
The people as might be supposed, were filled with amazement. 
This new event, though not attended with any material injury, 
served to revive in their recollection all the horrors of the former 
di8a8ter,and began to discourage them from any further attempts 
lo proceed in tha work. They soon, however, recovered from 
this state of excessive trepidation, and proceeded to business, 
until the frame was completed without any other accident. The 
house was finished in the latter part of the year 1774, and on- 
the fifth day of January, 1775, was dedicated to the worship of 
Almighty God ^— The sermon was preached by Rev. Jonathan 
Livermore, from 1 Chron. xxix. 14. "But who am I, and what 

beams and joists, and on these had laid a large quantity of boards 
for the more immediate convenient standing ; they had also raised 
part of the roof, in doing which they had occasion for a number 
of crowbars and axes, which rested on the building while the peo- 
ple got together, and were in the act of raising another double 
pair of principals with a king-post, when on a sudden the beam 
broke at the mortice in the middle, by which upwards of fifty 
persons fell to the bottom of the house, with the timber, bars, axes, 
^c. and exhibited a scene to the astonished spectators around 
the house (for there were no persons in the bottom of it, all hav- 
ing withdrawn through fear of what might happen) which cannot bo 
described ; and could only be equaJl^^ by the blood and brains, 
shrieks and groans of the dead and wounded, which were imme- 
diately seen and beards Three were killed outwright ; another 
survived but a short time, and several others have since died of 
their wounds. Of fifty-three that fell; not one escaped without 
broken bones, terrible bruises or wounds from the axes, &c. And 
as they were men picked up from that and the neighboring towns, 
and many of them heads of families, the news of their catastrophe 
filled those places with weeping, lamentation and woe, and may 
fully mind us that "Man knoweth not his time," but "at such an 
hour as we think not the Son of Man cometh," and it therefore 
concerns us to be always ready." — Then follows the list of the 
killed and wounded, amountiag to fifty-three persons*, 
f J<wepb Severance, Timothy Carlton.] 
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ts BEij people, that we should be able to offer so willingly afler 
this sort ? for all things come of thee, and of thine own haT# 
we given thee." This meeting-house was struck bj lightning 
on Friday the 530th of July, 1804 ; one of the middle posts at 
the east end, was rent from top to bottom : the windows were 
burst out, and pieces of lath and plaistering were sent from 
the east to the west end{of the^house, with a force sufficient to 
break glass ; when the charge reached the ground, it took a 
horizontal direction, and left visible marks upon the surface for 
several rods before it was conducted into the earth. There was 
DO lightning rod then attached to the house][: there has been 
one erected since. 

Settlement.] — This town was owned by the proprietors* of 
lands purchased of John Tufton Mason, Esq. and by thejn was 
surveyed and laid out into 80 acre lots, and designated by the 
name of ^'Number Two." The first settlement made here was 
in 1738 by three families from Danvers, Mass. two by the name 
of Putnam, and one by the name of Dale: many of the settlers 
afterwards came from Andover, Mass. About eleven years 
after the first settlement, a deed was granted to fortynsix persons, 
conveying to them, their heirs and assigns forever, forty-six 
shares in said township; which shares were drawn by lot; and 
for their encouragement to make and carry on settlement, two 
lots were granted by the same deed for the purpose of aiding 
them in the building of mills, one share for the first settled min- 
ister, one for the ministry, and one for the school there forever. 
The deed was dated Oct. 1, 1749, and signed by Joseph Blanch- 
ard, of Dunstable, as agent for the Masonian proprietors. The 
conditions of this deed were as follow, viz, 

1. The grantees at their own expense were to lay out and 
make all necessary highways through the town, (the lands not 
disposed of by the proprietors were to be free from incumbrance 
until by them sold or settled.) 

2. They were to build a meeting-house on lot No. 11, in the 
fifth range, and finish it on or before the last day of Nov. 1752; 
they were to lay out a common of six acres in a square form in 
the S. W. corner of said lot, (i. e. about the meeting-house) for 
the accommodation of the public; and in two years after the 



[* Forgthe names of the Masonian proprietors, see first No. of 
the Collections, page 14.] 
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building of the meeting-house^ they were to maintain preaching 
in the same. 

3. By the last day of November, 1751, on forty lots belong* 
ing to the said grantees there must be three acres on each lot 
cleared, enclosed and tilled, and by the last day of May, 1752,. 
a house, at least 16 feet square and 7 feet stud, with a chimney 
and cellar, must be built, in which some person or family must 
reside for the space of three years. Immediately after the 
clearing of the first three acres, each settler in like manner was 
obliged to clear three acres more for three years to come. 

4. Each of the said grantees was to pay 80/ old tenor to 
defray the necessary charges in bringing forward the settlement, 
the money to be deposited in the hands of such person, (being 
a freeholder and a resident in the State,) as the grantees should 
appoint. 

• 

5. If any one of the grantees should be delinquent in fulfilling 
his part of the said conditions, his share of land was to be for- 
feited to those who were not delinquent ; and in case these 
should neglect to fulfil the obligations of such delinquent for 
the space of one year, then the said delinquent's land was ta 
be forfeited to the grantors. 

These several conditions were imposed under a proviso, that 
there be no Indian war to prevent the fulfilment of the same 
within the times specified in the deed, but in case that should 
happen, the same time was to be allowed for the respective 
patters aforesaid, after such impediment should/ be removed. 
We have no account that they were prevented from fulfilling 
these conditions by any such war. — All white pine trees grow- 
ing on the premises lit for masting his Majesty's Royal Navy 
were reserved for the use of his Majesty, his heirs and succes- 
sors forever. 

Incorporation."] — This town was incorporated by the name 
pf Wilton^ June 25th, 1762, during the administration of Gov. 
B. Wentworth, in the 2d year of the reign of King George III. 
It probably took this name from Wilton in England, which is 
situated on the river Wily ; and it is reasonable to suppose that 
the name was originally derived from the name of that river. 

Births.] — The first child born in this town was a daughter of 
Ephraim Putnam, one of the first settlers, by the name of Han- 
pah, March, 1741 ; she was married to a Mr. Woodward of 
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Lyndeborough, and died in that place in Oct. 1811, in the Tlst 
year of her age. The average number of births since 1783, 
has been about 30 in each year. 

Sickness and Deaths.1 — No uncommon sickness has ever been 
known here except in the year 1801, when a very malignant and 
contagious fever prevailed very generally among the people for 
a number of months, and in many instances proved mortal. It 
is conjectured, perhaps not without reason, that the contagion 
was introduced in a parcel of old feather3,which had been brought 
ia and sold by pedlars, just before the fever made its appearance. 

The whole number of deaths as near as can be ascertained 
since the year 1783 is 387, making an average of about 11 in 
each year for the last 35 years. — There have been no remarka- 
ble instances of longevity. Several, however have lived to be 
between 90 and 100 yeava of age, and one of that description 
i» still living. 

The first person that died in this town was a man by the name 
of Badger, who had settled a little while before, in the north- 
easterly part of the town. The circumstances of his death, as 
related by an aged man, are the following. 

He was sick about two weeks ; during which time he had no 
medical aid nor nursing, except what his wife could afford. When 
he died, his wife told her little children that their father wad a" 
sleep, that she was going to one of the neighbors, and that they 
must make no noise to wake him until she returned. Having 
given them this charge to prevent their being terrified, she went 
to Lyndeborough, then called Salem Canada, a distance of two 
or three miles through the woods. Here she obtained help, and 
returned as soon as possible to her children . There being no 
boiards in the place, a pine tree was cut down and a trough dug 
out of it for a coffin ; a piece of the same was split and hew* 
ed for a cover, and in this manner the man was buried. The 
place of his grave is yet to be seen. The precise time of his 
death is not known, but is supposed to be about 1740. 

Condition op the first Settlers.] — Many of the early 
settlers, as is common in new countries, had great hardships to 
encounter. They dwelt in a wilderness remote from their friends, 
and from most of the conveniences of civilized life. Their roads 
were little better than footpaths marked by spotted tirees, and 
their fbars were frequently alarmed by the approach of hostiler 
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Indians.— Some of them were so much alarmed on thia aeeouol 
that they thought it proper to remove for a while to a garrison ia 
Monson (now a part of Amherst) for protection and aafetj^. 
The nearest grist-mill was in Dunstable, a distance of 20 mil^k 
When Shepard's mills were afterwards built in Milford, at a drn^ 
tance of 7 miles, to which they could carry their corn on h<Mve* 
back, or (in the winter) on hand-sleighs, they thought themselrea 
happily accommodated. 

Indians.] — This place appears to have been the hunting 
ground of the Indians, rather than the place oC their fixed rea^^ 
idence. Some traces of wigwams, and several of their imple* 
ments made of stoae, bones, &c. have been found. 

Taverns, &^.] — There are two taverns, two retailing stores^ 
and a post-oliice. 



Sketch rf Ae Hishryy Geology y S^, of CrUmaniony in NeW'Hampr 

ehvre. — By Dr. William Prescott. 

GiLMANTON, post-town,Strafibrd county, is situated in lat. 43^ 
25' N., 17 miles from the State-House, Concord, 44 from 
Portsmouth, 78 from Boston, and 522 from Washington-City. 
It is 14 miles in length from S. E. to N. W. and 7 miles ia 
breadth, comprising an area of 63,500 acres. It is bounded 
N. by Gilford, E. by Alton, S. E. by Barnstead, S. W.by Rock* 
ingham line, which divides it from Loudon, Canterbury and North*' 
field, and N. W. by Winnepisiogee river and bay, which separate 
it from Sanbornton. This town contained in 1775, 775 inhab* 
itants ; 2613 in 1790 ; 3752 in 1800 ; 4333 in 1810 ; 3527 in 
1820. Gilford, formerly a part of Gilmanton, was set off in 
1812, and now contains 1816 inhabitants. 

Rivers, &c.] — ^The north-west part of Gilmanton is washed 
by the Winnepisiogee bay and river, beside which it is inter- 
sected by several small streams which run N. W. into the 
Winnepisiogee, one of which affords valuable seats for mills. 
Two considerable streams which empty their waters into the 
Merrimack, have their sources in this town, viz. Suncook and 
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Boucoolurivers. The Suncook rises in a pond on Gilford line, 
which covers more than 50 acres near the slimtnit of one of 
' the Suncook mountains, elevated more than 900 feet above iti 
base. The water from this pond fails into another at the foot 
of the mountain of one mile in length and half a mile in breadth ; 
fiasaing from this it falls into another, covering about 500 acres, 
where it is joined hy several other streams, one of which from 
the N. E. issues from a pond called Small's pond which is parti/ 
in Alton,and nearly two miles in length. It then passes off through 
a thriving village in the S. E. part of the town called the Iron- 
Works village, where it is covered with many mills and other 
machinery. This river receives several other streams from thin 
town, one" of which issues fro in a pond in th^ S. W; corner o& 
the town. The Soucook has its source In three considerable 
ponds in the S. part of the town lying within two or three miles 
of eiitjh other : the easterly is Loon pond, the westerly, Rocky 
pond, partly in Canterbury, and the middle one is called ShelK 
camp pond, about one mile from the Academy. This stream 
before it leaves this town affords water for several mills. 

Mills, &c.] — There are inGilmanton 11 saw-mills, 14 grain- 
Inills, four of which have two runs of stones, 4 fulling-mills, 
3 carding machines, 1 cotton factory, 1 mill for grinding tanner's 
bark, 3 circular-saw clapboard machines^ I trip hammer, and 1 
ktou foundry. 

Soil, &c.] — Gilmanton, generally speaking, is Yvry billy 
and rocky, and the north part extends upon Suncook mount ainsj, 
from which proceed a chain of hills of various heights, extend- 
ing S. which divides .the head springs of the Suncook and Sou- 
cook rivers. One of these hills, which from its shape and in- 
sular situation, has been denominted Peaked hill, is situated 
about half a mile E. of the academy, and is 440 feet high, from 
its base. From the stynmit of thid hill the following objecta 
may be seen with the naked eye : 

Height, 



Two peaks of the .Unconoonock moun- 

taiu inrGoffstown. 
Moant William in Weare, 
Crotched Mount between Francestowh 

and Greenfield, 
State House in Concord, 
<Sxand Monaduock between Jaffrey and 

Publip, I 3,263 

10 



Bearing. 

S. 26 & 87» W. 

S. 82 W. 

S. 47 W. 
a 31 W. 

S. 50} W. 
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Kearsarge, between Sutton and Salisbury J t, 461 



Height, Bearings. 



Ascutney, in Windsor, Vt. 

Cardigan in Orange, 

Moosehillock in Coventry. 

While Face mount, N. of Sandwich, 

White Mountains, mount Washington, 

being the highest^ 
Blue mount, or mount Major, being the 

highest peak of Suncook mountains 

Gilford, 
Great Moose mount, between Brookfield 

and Middleton. 
Prospect hill, W. of New-Durham ridge. 



3,320 N. 

N. 

4,636 N. 

^ N. 



dueW, 
80J W. 
51 W. 
19i W. 

7 E. 



6,213 N. 12 B. 



N. 22 & 



N. 

is. 



79 
73 



E. 



The soil will admit of two grand divisions, the plain and high 
land. A small portion of the town is plain land, the soil of 
which is a sandy loam covered in its natural state with White, 
Norway and Pitch pine^ and produces when cultivated indiffer- 
ent crops of grain, &c. Xhe high lands have a deep, rich soil 
covered in its natural state with various kinds of hard wood, in- 
terspersed with evergreens, and when cultivated produce plenti- 
ful crops. The high hills are productive to their tops, afford- 
ittg some of the finest pasturage in the country. 

Health, Mortality, &c.] — Owing to the uneven Eiurface of 
this town, it is entirely free from morasses and stagnant waters, 
by which means the air is salubrious and the climate healthy. 
The average annual number of deaths for the first ten years was 
2 1-2; for the next ten, 7 7-10; for the next ten,23 4-10; for the 
next ten, 22 7-10 ; for the next nine years, 37 1-2. At which time 
(1812) Gil ford was taken from Gilmanton. The number of deaths 
for the last ten years in the present limits of Gilmanton, amounts 
to 400 ; making the average number 40. In 1790, there were 
42 deaths, a large number of which were daused by the dysentery. 
In 1805, the number of deaths was 55, of which 30 were caus- 
ed by the dysentery. In the bills of mortality there are manj 
whose ages were between 90 and 100, and some exceed that 
period. 

Schools and Societies.] — There are 24 school districts aver- 
aging about 45 scholars each, and 24 school-houses. There is 
also a flourishing Academy founded in 1794, and endowed with 
^,500 and one-fourth part of a township of land. Over the A- 
cademy and under the same roof is a spacious hall for the trans- 
tetion of town and county busisness. Here the August term of th« 
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tcourt of sessions (formerly court of common pleas) is held. 
There are two libraries in this town, '< the Social Library of 
Gilmanton," incorporated in June 1801, containing 150 volumes ; 
and '^ the Gilmonton Academy Social Library," incorporated 
June 1815, containing 160 volumes of well selected books. 

Taverns, Stores, &c.] — ^There are in Gilmanton 5 taverns 
«nd 12 trading stores. The principal village is near the centre 
of the town where there are 30 dwelling-houses, some of which 
are elegant, and 200 inhabitants, two taverns, four trading stores 
and an academy. The Iron works village in the S. E. part of 
the town is a small, but recently a thriving village, rendered im« 
portent by its valuable water privileges. It contains 3 saw-mills, 
3 grist mills, in which are 5 runs of stones, 3 carding machines, 
2 clothing mills, and a clapboard machine, a tavern and 3 trad* 
ing stores. 

Churches.] — ^The baptist church in this town was organized 
Nov. 16, 1773, consisting of Orlando Weed, Thomas Edgerley, 
Thomas Mudgett, John Fox and David Young, together with 
six females. This church was supplied by itinerant preachers 
until 1786, when elder Walter Powers was ordained its first pas* 
tor on the 14th of June. In 1806, he was by his own request 
dismissed from the pastoral charge of the church. In 1811 the 
church was divided, the members in the lower parish constituted 
the first, and those in the upper parish,the second baptist church 
in Gilmanton. Since the division of the town in 1812, the se- 
^ond has been called the Gilford church. Since 1811, the 
first church continued to decline until she lost her visibility. 
There having been a general revival of religion, another church 
was formed on the 1 0th of June, 1818, through the instrumen- 
tality of the Rev. Phinehas Richardson, of the same order with 
the former, consisting of Daniel Clough, Stephen Clough, Jo- 
seph Haskins, Benjamin Eelley, John Swazey, David Young, 
and 10 females; 15 more were added the same year; in 1819, 
9 were added — present number 43. Rev. Phinehas Richardson, 
was ordained an evangelist in Methuen, Mass. Nov. 12, 1817, 
and removed to Gilmanton in March, 1818. 

The congregational church was founded on the 30th of No- 
vember, 1774, and consisted of the Rev. Isaac Smith, Stephen 
Dudley, John Sanborn, Ebenezer Page, and Nathaniel Wilson^ 
The Rev. Isaac Smith was ordained its first pastor the 30th of 
Nov. 1774, and died March 25, 1817, set. 72, and in the 4Sd 
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jear of his ministry. The additiod of 45 members to this chufelW 
was- the fruit of the general revival in 1818. Present number 
of communicants, 100. 

Rev. Luke A. Spofford was ordained to the pastoral cig^e of 
Ibis church on the dth of June, 1819. 

There is a society of Friends, consisting of 63 members^ 
iirhich has been of many years standing. 

The methodlst connection has two classes in this town, one 
t»f which was established in 1807, and has 31 members; the se-^ 
cond was established in 1818, and consists of 18 members. To« 
tal 49. Rev. James P. Harvey is the present preacher on thia 
circuit (l8^l--2.) 

There are ki Gitmanton .4 freewill-baptist churches, two of 
which are without stated preaching. The third was founded in 
January 1810, by Joseph Young (ruling Elder,) Peter Clarl^^ 
(teaching elder,) Nicholas FoUom, Jeremiah Sawyer, Wm* 
Weeks and 27 others. Elder Peter Cliark, their present rainis- 
ter, was ordained on the 10th of Juiuary, 1810. In the same, 
year (1810) 32 tjnore were added; in 1814, 24 wei;e added, and 
in 1816, 20 were added — all as the fruits of special revivajs.-*- 
Present number of communicants, 60, The fourth was founded 
on the 6th of November,l8l6, by Elder John Knowles, Simeon 
Bean and 16 others. Elder John Knowles was ordained as aa 
evangelist, May 30, 1811. Present number of communicanti, 
50. 

There are six meeting houses, one for congregationalists, one 
fbr regular baptists, one for the friends sind three for the free*-. 
Ivill baptists. 

HiSTOBT.}'— GUma.nton was granted May 20, 1727, to Nicho- 
las Gilman, John Gilman, Peter Oilman, Daniel Oilman, Nicho- 
las Oilman, jun. Andrew Oilman, Th,omas Oilman, Nicbolaa 
Oilman, 3d, Samuel Oilman, Nathaniel Oilman, Joseph Oilman^. 
John Oilman, jun. Edward Oilman, Samuel Oilman, 3d, John 
Gilman, 3d, Trueworthy Oilman, Edward Oilman, jun. Jeremir 
ah Oilman, Nathaniel Oilman, jun. Caleb Oilman, Robert Oil- 
man, Nehesiiah Gilman, Jonathan Oilman, Capt. John Oilhian^ 
and 152 others. Its settlement was protracted by reason of tho 
frequent depredations committed by the Indians daring the fre-- 
'^ent and atoost continued wars that prevailed for a long tim^^ 
between the then British colonies and the French and Indians 
df Gianada. But upon the reduction of Qanada in 1760, thia 
fear of the Indiana subsided, and, Benjamin, Mudgett and wif^ 
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(being the first family) arrived in Gilmanton on tbe 27th day of 
Dec. 1761. The next day John Mudgett and wife arrived. On 
the 10th of Jan. 1762, they were joined by Orlando Weed and 
wife. Here they remained through the winter, their nearest 
neighbors being in Epsom. Several families moved in the next 
season; at the close of 1763 there were 20 families in town. 
Ajpaong those who arrived this year were Capt. afterward Gen. 
Joseph Badger and Rev. Wm. Parsons. Mrs. Hannah Mudgett 
was the first white woman that arrived in town, and slept in it 
one night before the arrival of any other. She is t^till living at 
an advanced age, with the full exercise of her mental faculties, 
and a pattern of piety and virtue. Dorothy Weed was the first 
child born in town, 13th Oct.l762,and there were eleven daugh* 
ters born successively before any son. The first son was Sam- 
uel Mudgett, born Feb. Id, 1764, son of Benjamin and Hannah 
Mudgett.* 

Gen. Joseph Badger is entitled to a respectful notice in thia 
place as being of essential service in fostering the first settle- 
fnent of the town. He was many years town clerk, selectman, 
representative, &.c. He was the first magistrate, being appoint- 
ed justice of the peace 10th March,1768,b/ John W^entworth,& 
afterwards justice of the peace and quorum throughout the state, 
which office he held until his death. On the 6th December, 1784, 
|ie was appointed judge of Probate for the county of Strafford^ 
which office he held until he resigned, at the age of 70. He 
was appointed Brigadier General June 7, 1780, by I'residenI 
Weare. 

Geology and Mineralogy*] — The mineralogy and geology 
of this town have been but imperfectly explored. A variety 
of stones and minerals abound, among which are the following, 

Qaariz: several varieties, as rock chrystai, abundant, som^ 
good specimens ; blue quartz, rose red quartz, irised quartz, 
and granular quartz, are frequently found ; milky quartz, greasy 
quartz and radiated Quartz are abundant in all parts. Feilowt 
and red ferruginous quartz in beautiful chrystaks. 

*The circumstance of a Major Sinclair moving his wife from 
Barnstead into this town for the purpose of procuring for his ex- 
pected son, the lot of land offered by the proprietors to the first 
male child that should be bom in town, is to be remembered oiriy 
to be execrated. This eircumstanee occasioned so much ds^ute. 
that the proprietors awarded the land to neither. 
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Hom9U>ne — frequent; jasper and tripoli, or rotten stone^ 
sometimes found ; petrosilex, several specimens ; feldspar abun-» 
dant ; beside being disseminated through several rock?, it oc- 
curs chrystallized in rhomboidal prisms in porphyritic granite, 
porphyritic sienite, &c. Mica, good specimens of different col- 
ours, and varieties, as laminated, lamellar, and prismatic mica^ 
on quartz, feldspar, &c. 

Common S^iorl: radiating on quartz, and darting through it 
in all directions, and tourmaline, generally in contact with feld* 
spar, are common in all parts of the town. Common garnets 
in duodecahedral chrystals with rhombic faces frequently occur, 
mostly in hornblende rocks : hornblende is common in loose 
fragments, of various sizes. Tremolite, aCtynolite and chlorite 
are sometimes found. Epidote andargilite in some places. 

The compound rocks are by far the most abundant in this 
town. The following are the principal. Several varieties of 
granite; common granite suitable for building and door steps, 
is very abundant; porphyritic granite, met with in all parts of 
the town, very common; graphic granite and granitic aggregates 
are common. Mica slate (micaceous schlstus) is, next to gran* 
ite, the most abundant. Gneiss is found in one place where it 
is wrought to advantage into hearth stones. Sienite abounds 
in the north part of the town as it approaches Suncook moun* 
tains; these mountains are made up entirely of this rock. It is 
in part porphyritic. Porphyritic quartz and other porphyritic 
stones are common. Amyjgdaloid very common. Clay of a 
superior quality for bricks abounds in different parts of the 
town. 

Sulphur occurs in a mine on the west bank of the middle 
branch of Suncook river. Also, efflorescing on rocks in various 
parts. Richard Jones and sons, while digging in the west bank 
of the middle branch of Suncook river, Tor the purpose of pro* 
curing materials for building a dam in 1820 and 1^21, pame up* 
t^n a mine of yellow and white sulphuret of iron, (iron pyrites) 
some in beautiful cubic chrystals and some in small amorphous 
masses; also sulphate of iron (native copperas) where the rocks 
and sand have all the appearance of having once been in a state 
of fusion, occasioned probably by the increase of heat which 
must necessarily take place in the conversion of the sulphuret 
into the sulphate of iron. Also arsenical sulphuret of iron in 
amorphous masses. A white powder has been found here,which 
agrees in its external appearance with the white oxide of lead. 
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(white lead) and another not unlike pure phosphate of iron; 
likewise native sulphur lodged in the cavities of rocks. The 
rocks in this bed are mostly radiated, limpid, irised, and ferru- 
ginous quartz, beautifully chrystalized, with] a small portion of 
micaceous schistus. 

Red and yellow ochre are found in various parts. The rocks 
in various sections are tinged in various hues with the oxide of 
iron, sulphur, &c. • 

Iron ore has been found in many places, and works^were 
erected in 1763 at the iron works village, so called, for the pur* 
pose of separating the iron from the ore. The ore was taken 
from Suncook pond in 20 feet of water, one mile and a half 
above the works. After several years, the works were aban- 
doned by reason of the failure of the ore and'the difficulty of 
obtaining it. It is said that the ore has since considerably in- 
creased. 

There are several mineral springs in this town, one of which 
is known to be medicinal, and has proved efficacious in bilious 
and cutaneous diseases, and promises to be serviceable in many 
other diseases. It is very sensibly diuretic, sometimes emetic, 
at others cathartic. 



A SECOND Lambert. — Mr, Caleb Towle, of Centre-Harbor 
a man 35 years of age, 5 feet and 8 inches high; temperate, 
and until within a few years industrious; weighs 490 pounds, 
and measures 6 feet 4 inches round the body. He gained dur. 
ing the last year, S2 pounds; enjoys a good state of health, ia 
cheerful, and able to visit his neighbors. 
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BUI of Mortality for Amher$ty N, H,for 15 yiars* Commencif^ 

January 1, 1805. 
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Aggregate and average of ages each 'year. 





No. of Agg. am^ 


t Av*ge 




No, of Ag,amHAv*gt 


Years, Deaths, 


of ages. 


age. 


Years, 


Deaths, 


of ages. age. 


1805 


29 


841 


2f 


1813 


22 


569 25 


1806 


18 


585 


32 


1814 


47 


1107 23 


1807 


27 


1027 


38 


1815 


34 


1092 34 


1808 


20 


500 


25 


1816 


20 


337 17 


180g 


14 


458 


32 


1817 


22 


840 38 
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21 


567 


27 
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25 


610 24 
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420 


46 


■ 1819 


19 


ms 2% 
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18 


855 


47 









The number of deaths in Amherst for fifleen years amount to^ 
345, of which the aggregate of ages is 10,512 years, giving a 
mean average of 30 years to each person. 

Those whose ages are not mentioned were children, and would 
not materially affect the above result. More than one half of 
those who have died attained to the age of 25 years, and one in 
six to 70 years or upwards. 



SYNOPiSIS of the BUls of MortalUy for the town of Concord^ 
from the year 1798 to 1821, — By Thomas Chadbourns, M. 
D. 

1798 25, 2w. 17' 70, 4m. 4. 2. 1. 40, 53* 38, V W 7. 4m. Tot. 

49, 2. 0. 8. 2. 66' 0/48, - - - . 26 

1799 3. 5. 57' 81< 51* 1. 80' Sm. 8. 6.0' 30, 32, lOd. 21' 

60, .... ... 15 

1800 lOw. 20' 50' 83' 78' 88' 13. 18m. 46, 8m. 18m. 2. 2. 

4. 60' 0. 91' 7. 9. 4. 1. 0. 0. - - - 26 

IBOl 4d. Id. 31, 0. 82, 21' I8m. 18m. 80' 21' 4d. 20d. 49, 

22, em, 70' 45, 20' 49, 97, 2, 37, 28, - - 24 

1802 70, 37, 56' 48, 24, 0.73, 83, 1.5. 2.3.53,3.3. 

18m. 4.2.5. 9. 19' 82, - . - - 22 

1803 86, 80' 63, 60, 85' 2. 6. 0. 55, Q5^ 3. 23, 28, 4. 6. 0. 

67' 43- 65' 0. 18m. 30' 3. 33, 80' 0. 18m. 69' 19' 

2. 29' 0. 0. 0. 0. 53' r - - - S6 

1804 70' 40' 3. 19' 0. 0. 72' 1. 0. 65' 53, 68' 2. S5^ 25, 1. 

1. 89' 2. 1. 45, 88, 0. 23 

1805 71, 50, 36' 68' 0. 0. 22, 0. 90, 64' 0. 20, 1. 8. 45, 22^ 

22' 1. 45' 10. 64' 0. 67, 57, 10. 0. 92, * - 27 

1806 79' % 66' 0. 0. 0. 59' 22, 32' 24, 57, 92, 63, - I 1« 

n 
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1807 18, 76' 0. 18, 60< 20, 0. 66, 84< 70' 0. 36' 0. 10. 85' Tot. 

0. 0. 83, 5. 14, 28, 3. . - - - 22 

1808 0. 0. 80' 2. 16, 68, 63, 35, 20, 17, 0. ISm. 27' 5. 40. 

0. 60' 45' 95' 19 

1809 80'2. 8. 0. 0. 0. 82, 29' 4. 70' 71, 22, 2. 27, 2. 1. 0. 
0. 41, 30, 65, - 21 

1810 9' 66, 33, 45' 2. 14, 31, 92' 32' 0. 22, 17, 65, 63' 14 

1811 41' 82, 1. 11. 4. 74' 86, 19,0. 32' 74' 31' 27' 64' 74' 
5. 0. 37' 70' 3. 31, 25, 0. 46' 0. 3. 0. 0. 32' 0. 70, 
3. 25' 59, 60' 0, 47, 73, 82' 11, 33, - - 41 
From Dec, 1811, to Jan. 1819, inclusive, there 

were 250 deaths — ^there is no record of the ages to 250 

[be found. 

Total, 578 

Diseases and Casualties for the years 1819, 1820, and 1821. 



Infantile Fev- 
er. 
Fits. 

Inflammation 
of the Brain. 
Consumption. 

• 

Spina Bifida. 
Scrophula. 
Syphilis. 
Dropsy. 
Old Age. 



Ages, 
18m' 6w' 6m, 18ro. 1^' 8* 
59' 2' 



19, 27' - - - - - 

40, 27, 22' 37, 28, 51' 40' 32, 29' 51, 16, 
34,25,28' 16m; - - - . 

6w. 

16' 51, 

30, - - - - - 
52' 74'!' 46, 30' ^ - - - 
68, 78, 80' 91, 86' 69, 78' 81' 85, 96, 78, 
88' 70, 81' 85, 80' 77, 75' 96< 82' 78' 
75' 



6 
2 



Petechia sine 
Febri.' 

Drowned. 

Apoplexy. 

Fever Pulmon- 
nic. 

<' Typhus. 

*' Puerperal. 

Quinsey. 

infantile Dis- 
eases. 

Petirium Tre- 
mens. 



30' - . - - . 
20' 3§' . - - . 

64' ... . . 

20, 30' 69' - - - - 
26' 18' 18' 36, 66< 30' 47' 25' 

40,30, - - - . 

1, 8} 7, 2. • - - - « 

1, 3W. 0. 6w, 3d. 6w, 2d. 0, 4w, 0. 2' 
49' 97* - . . 



15 
1 
2 
1 
5 



22 

1 

2 
I 

3 
8 
2 
4 

12 
2 
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Enteritis. 1 1 9, 
Accident aU 
Abdominal. 
Inflammation. 55^ dO, 
Disease ofthe 

heart. 51 , 

Unknown. • 



2. 32^ 0, 0, 2. 17^ 8' 0. 0, 0* 28, 



6S 

Tot. 
1 
1 

2 

I 

12 



Total, 108 

It is ascertained that from Jan. 1792, to Dec. 1797, there 
were 117 .deaths, which makes the whole number of deaths dur- 
ingthe last thirty years, 803. Population in 1790, 1747 ; 2052 
in 1800; 2393 in 1810 ; 2838 in 1820. 

The above table is correct as to the number of deaths, but is 
very ifnperfect in other respects. In many instances, in the re- 
cord of infants, there is no distinction of the sex>^J»»d in some 
cases, the age of infants is not inserted. Such are distinguish- 
ed by a cypher thus, 0. ' A comma after the age denotes the fe- 
males, and the inverted comma the male se^« Thoi^e casaea 
wi^re no record of sex was made are diacinguished by a points 

From the above abstract of the diseases and deaths, for the 
last thirty years, it is reasonable to infer that the inhabitants 
enjoy an unusual exemption from disease. That general state of 
disease called epidemic can scarcely be said ever to have been 
experienced in the town. About the commencement, and during 
the war of the revolution, the Small Pox often appeared in dif- 
ferent sections of the country, owing, probably, to the frequent 
communications with Canada, where the disease then prevailed ; 
to the free intercourse that was necessarily held by the people 
with the soldiers and army, and in some instances it was "^up* 
posed to have been sent into the country as a means of'4nnoy- 
ance by the enemy. 

In July, 1775, Dr, Carrigain visited a patient in a neighbor- 
ing town, who proved to be sick with the Small Pox. He took 
it the natural way. The nature of his dia^M^ was not discov- 
ered, until John, the son of Mr. Nathaniel West, who lived on 
the opposite side of the street from Pr, C. also took the dis- 
ease. The Doctor inoculated hi« own family, then consisting, 
of five members, who all recovered. Mr. . West's family con- 
sisted of nine,8ix of whom had the disease— the others escaped. 
Mr. West, aged 58, died. It was first known on Saturday that 
the Small Pox was in the town : 9o great was the alarm that the 
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next iDorning (Sunday) the inhabitanta assembled, en massey an<f 
commenced the erection of a "Pest House" in a retired grove 
west of the late residence of Capt. Benjamin Emery, and such 
was the zeal and activity with which they applied themselves 
to the work, that by night a convenient house to consist of four 
rooms had been hewed,framed,and raised,and the boards,for cov- 
ering, and brick for the chimney were drawn on to the ground.* 
Dr. Carrigain and his family remained at their ^wn house 
opposite to where Charles Walker, Esq. now resides ; fences- 
were run across the street to cut off all communication, and a 
road was opened through the fields. Mr. West's family was con- 
veyed to the Pest House. None of the inhabitants were inocu^ 
lated< The house afterwards served occasionally for the recep- 
tion of transput soldiers of the array, who either had or were 
suspected to have the disease. 

The question naturly arises, Why were not all who were ex- 
posed to ih© infection immediately inoculated ? A law was 
then in force " for the prevention of the spread of the Small 
Pox," which forbid under a penalty any person inoculating 
without leave from<jourt, and the people in those days were 
brought up in the belief that laws were made to be obeyed. 

In 1793, the Small Pox again appeared in a family in the 
westerly part of the town. The family consisted of thir- 
teen members, all of whom had the disease without inoculation. 
Mr. Jonathan Stickney, the father, and an infant child, died. 
The manner in which the infection was conveyed to this family 
never has with certainty been ascertained. 

In the winter of 1812-13, when the disease known by the 
different appellations of Malignant Pleurisy y Spotted Fever^ JBil- 
^ouS\Pnemnoniay Sfc, spread so' generally through the N.E. 
States,^is town was visited in common with others. The 
character\f the disease was that of a Typhoid Pneumonia^ not 
alarming at%st, but in its progress discovering a malignancy 
that too often^endered ineffectual all the boasted remedies of 
our profession, h Wms confined principally to the soldiery, then 
quartered in the town_\>ut few of the citizens fell victims to it. 

In the winter of I8I61-17, tl^e disease appeared again in the 
westerly section of the town, preceded . by a season, remarka- 
ble for its coldness, long droughts, and frequent frosts^ that 
mimost destroyed the hopes of the husbandman. It now assum- 
ed e character different from its appearance in other places*. 
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Its accession Id th^ worst cases was by an erysipelatous inflam- 
mation of the extremities, that soon run into gangrene, and 
generally destroyed the patient. 

The summer of 1816 was uncommonly cold throughout the 
United States, and throughout Europe, except some of the most 
northern parts of it. Vegetation was very materially aflbcted 
by this state ^f the weathor. The%mall grains were in abund- 
ance, and very good, but the crops of hay were deficient, and 
Indian corn, by the frosts in August was almost lost. But for 
the Inclemency of the season, the inhabitants were compensa- 
ted with a greater share of health than had ever been known 
since the settlement of the town. 

Those who are in the habit of noting the effects of the varia- 
tions of the weather on the human constitution will recollect 
that hoi and dry summers are uniformly unhealthy-— Ao^ and wet 
summers Uss so. — This season, which was cold and dry was 
the most healthy throughout the United States of any in the re< 
collection of the oldest physicians. 



Anecdote oj Mrs, Spauldingy ^a descendant of the celebrated 

Mrs. Duston, 

[Commuoicated by Adino N. Brackett, Esq* of Lancaster.] 

The first settlers of Northumberland, N. H. were Tho's 
Burnside and Daniel Spaulding, with their families. They remov- 
ed there and took up a permanent residence, in June, 1767. 
Mr. Burnside had then a wife and three children ; Mr. Spauld- 
ing a wife and one child, Edward Spaulding, now a respectable 
inhabitant of Lancaster, In the course of their journey up, 
this child burnt himself atrPlymouth so badly, as to be unable 
to proceed. He was left,aud his mother to take care of him,while 
his father, Capt. Spaulding, and Esq. Burnside, (for they both 
afterwards bore these titles,) proceeded on their journey to 
Northumberland, Soon after they had leftMrs.Spaulding,she be- 
came uneasy, and wished to join her husband ; she therefore set 
out with her child then twenty-one months old, to travel with him 
tbcough a wildernesA of S6 miles. It may be imagined she is a 
descendant of the celebrated Mrs. Duston who killed the Indiana 
on the Merrimack ; she is so in reality in the third degree. A 
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friend of ber's had agreed to accompany her through with a horse; 
but afler travelling about 9 miles, he led her at a house and re* 
turned. Not to be discouraged even by this, she proceeded 
onward, and soon after leaving the house, she had to wade 
through Baker's river, which was then low, with her child in her 
arms. Thus she proceeded on till she got to the height of 
land ; here she met two m«B, to avoid whom she stepped out 
of the road ; but they discovered her, and used every argu- 
ment in their power to induce her to return, and among others, 
told her she must wade through part of a pond where there 
was nothing to direct her. In thu course of the afternoon a 
heavy thunder-gust passed over,and thoroughly wet both mother 
and child ; but she continued travelling, till the track could no 
longer be followed in consequence of the darkness, when she 
quietly seated herself by the side of a tree, leaning herself a- 
gainst it, with her child in her lap, and there rested without 
sleep till morning. She was near the pond, and the loons and 
bull-frogs kept up a continual croaking and screaming during 
the night. At early dawn she recommenced her journey, and 
soon arrived at the pond, through part of which she waded 
waist high, but as good fortune would have it, she hit exactly 
the right path, and continued passing forward till she arrived at 
Oliverian river. "This," said she, in relating the story to the 
writer in August last," looked rapid and terrifying," being pro- 
bably raised by the shower of the preceding day ; but in 
she plunged and reached the opposite shore safely. She very 
soon after arrived at Judge Ladd's at 1 1 o'clock in the forenoon 
of the second day's journey. Here she met her husband with 
a hor§^, which he had brought for her accommodation. In 
wading through Baker's river, Mrs. Spaulding took off her shoes 
and stockings and did not put them on again till she arrived near 
Judge Ladd's. In an attempt to put her shoes on over her 
stockings, she failed, in consequence of her feet having swollen. 

This venerable matron is now living in Lancaster, at the age 
of 61, in the full possession of her mental faculties, and with 
great bodily vigor. 
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BIOORAFHICAL SKETCH 

» 

OF THE 

HONORABLE MATTHEW THORNTON, 

One of the New- Hampshire Delegates toho signed the Declaration 

of Independence. 

It was with pleasure that we perceived a few years since 
that efibrls were making to collect and preserve the Biograpy, 
of those who signed the Declaration of American Independence 
— of those who, in support of this Declaration, pledged to each 
other, their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor. It is gen- 
erally known that three of the distinguished patriots who signed 
that important instrument, were inhabitants of this state, and 
were much distinguished for their patriotism and publick services 
during the revolutionary struggle. Of each of these, we pro- 
pose to give such biographical notices, as the materials we have 
collected will permit. 

The Honorable Matthew Thornton was a native of Ireland, 
where he was born about the year 1714. He emigrated to this 
country with his father and settled in the state of Copnecticut, 
where he received an academical and medical education. Hav- 
ing acquired his medical profession, he came to New-Hampshire, 
and established himself at Londonderry where the sphcire of his 
usefulness was very extensive. He was appointed a Justice of 
the Peace by his Excellency Benning Wentworth, and held 
the same office under his successor John Wentworth, and by the 
last was commissioned as Colonel of the militia. In 1775, when 
the British government was dissolved, and a provincial conven- 
tion was formed for temporary purposes. Colonel Thornton was 
elected their President. As the document drawn up by thia 
conventioD, to which the name of Matthew Thornton is affixed, 
18 seldom to be met' with, we shall here introduce it from a copy 
found among the papers of President We are. 
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IN PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, 

Exeter f June 2, 1775. 
Th the InhabitantB of tlie Colony of Neto^IIampshire* 

FRIENDS AND BRETHREN^ 

You most all be sensible that the affairs of j^mmca have at 
length come to a very affecting and alarming crisis. — The horrors 
and Distresses of a Civil War, which, till of late, we only had 
in contemplation, we now find ourselves obliged to realize. Pain 
fuI,^beyond expression,have been those!^6-en£5 of blood and devas-^ 
tation, which the barbarous cruelty of British troops have placet! 
before our eyes. Duty to GOD — to ourselves — to Posterity — en- 
forced by the criet of slaughtered Innocents^ have urged os to 
take up arms in our own defence. Such a day as this, was never 
before known, either to us or to our Fathers. You will give us 
ieave, therefore, in whom you have reposed special confidence as 
your representative body, to suggest a few things, wfiich call for 
the serious attention of every one, who has the true interest of 
America at Heart. We would therefore recommend to the col* 
ony at large to cultivate that christian Union, Harmony and tender 
Affectior),which is the only foundation upon which our invaluable 
privileges can rest, with any security ; or our publick measures be 
pursued with the least prospect of success. 

We also recommend that a strict and inviolable regard be paid 
to the wise and judicious councils of the late American CON^ 
ORESS : and particularly, considering that the experience of al- 
most every day points out to us, the danger arising from the col« 
lection and movements of bodies of men, who, notwithstanding, 
we willingly hope would promote the common cause, and 
serve the interest of their country ; yet are in danger of pursuing 
a track, which may cross ihe general plan, and so disconcert those 
publick measures, which we view as of the greatest importance ; 
we must in the most express and urgent terms, recommend it, that 
there maj be no movements of this nature, but by the direction 
of the Ccmmitees of the respective towns or counties ; and those 
Committees at the same time, advising with this Congress or with 
the Committee of Safety^ in the recess of Congress, where the 
exigence of the case is not plainly too pressing to leave room 
for such advice. 

We further recommend, that the most industrious attention be 
paid to the cultivation of Lands and Jhnerican Manufactures in 
their various branches — especially the Linen and WooUen ; and 
that the husbandry might be particularly managed with a view 
thereto*— ^accordingly, that the Farmer raise flax^ and increase his 
fiocJc of sheep, to the extent of his ability. 

We further recommend a serious and steady regard to the rules 
of temperance, sobriety and righteousnes$-^?Lnd that those Laws, 
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wfich have heretoforlB beien our security and defence from tbft 
hand of violence, may still answer all their former valuable pur- 
posesy though persons of vicious and corrupt minds^virould willing- 
Ij take advantage from our present situation. 

In a word — We seriously and earnestly recommend the practice 
of that pure and undefiled religion, which embalmed the memory 
of bur pious ancestors,as that alone^upon which we can build a solid 
hope and confidence in the Divine protection 3.nd favour, without 
whose blessing, all the measures of safety we have, or can proposei 
svill end in our shame and disappointment. 

MATTHEW THORNTON, President. 

The next y«ar, <m the 12th September, Colonel Thornton was 
chosen a delegate to the Continental Congress^and took his seat 
on the 4th November following. Though not present when the 
Declaration passed that illustrious body, he acceded to it on his 
becoming a member, and his signature stands among the Fiptt- 
Six worthies who have immortalized their names by that memo- 
rable act. 

About the year 1776, he was appointed a Judge of the Supe- 
rior Court of New-Hampshire, in which office he remained till 
1782. He had previously received the appointment of Chief 
Justice of the Court of Common Pleas. 

Near the close of the year 1779, he removed to Exeter, atid 
in 1780, he purchased the CoIoneP Lutwyche farm, pleasantly 
situated on the banks of the Merrimack, to which he removed 
in this or the succeeding year. Here he entered on the business 
of agriculture in connexion with his other diversified occupa- 
tions. As be was somewhat advanced in life, he relinquished in 
a great measure the practice of medicine, but whenever his 
professional services were required he cheerfully granted them, 
And they were at all times highly appreciated. In the municipal 
afiairs of the town he took an interest, and was several years 
chosen one' of the selectmen* He was also elected a member 
of the General Court one or two years. He was chosen one of 
the Senators in the State X«egislature| and serred as a member 
•of the Council in 17B5, under President Langdon. 

Of l!he distinguishing traits in his character we are not pre- 

[ pared to give a particular account. Those who personally knew 

him are better able to delineate them. We are informed from 

\ good ai^thority that he was a man of strong powers of mind;— 

that he was capable of abstruse speculation, and that on any - 

i subject to which he directed his attention, he would elicit light 

I wad information. In private life he was, one of the mobt com- 

panionable of men* T1i.e young and the old were alike sbarerp 

12 
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ill the agreeable versatility of his powers — in the inexhaustibto 
ftoek of mformation which a long and industrious life had ac« 
CiiMulaled. His memory was well stored with a large fund of 
entertaining and instructive anecdotes, which he could appi/ 
upon any incident or subject of conversation. 

Judge Thornton wrote political essays for the newspapers after 
he was eiglity years of age, and about this period of his life, 
prepared for the press a metaphysical work, entitled Paradise 
Lasty ortlie origin of the Evil, called Sin, examined^ S^c * As this 
work was never published, it may be interesting to the reader to 
see a specimen of it, which will be given in a note. 

Judge Thornton died at Newburyport, in Massanhu3Ptls,whiIe 
on a visit, on the twenty-fourth of June, 1803, in the 89th year 
of his age, and was interred on the succeeding sabbath at IVIer* 
rimack. The following summary notice of his character is fur- 
nis^ied from the MS. Sermon of Rev. Dr. Burnap, delivered 
July 3d, the sabbath after his interment. '^You were, on the 
last Lord's day, called to follow to the grave and deposit in the 
dust, the remains of a man venerable for his age and skill in his 
profession — arid for the several very important and honorable 
offices he had sustained; — noted for the knowledge he had ac<» 
quired^and his quick penetration into matters of abstruse specu* 
lation; — exemplary for his regard to the public institutions of 
religion, and for his constancy in attending the public worship, 
where he trod the courts of the house of God with steps totter- 
ing with age and infirmity." Such is a brief outline of one who 
wa? honored in his day and generation; *'whose virtues were a 
model for imitation, and while memory does her office will be 
bad in grateful recollection." 

Judge Thornton left two sons and several daughters. James 
Thornton, Esq. his eldest son, was a representative frotn Merri- 
mack to the General Court several years, and died in July,l9l7, 
aged 53. Matthew Thornton graduated at Dartmouth C<illege 
in 1797; was admitted to the practice of law, and died at Mer- 
rimack, December 5, 1804, aged 53 years. 



*The whole title of the work, which is rather singular, is as 
fallows— •*Paiiadisr Ijost ; or the Origin of the Evil, called Sin, 
examined; or how ilevcr did or ever can come to pass, that a 
ereature sUoukl or could do any thinj, unfit or improper for that 
craaturo to do; or how it ever did> or ever can come to pass, that 
a creature, should or could omit^ or Leave undime what that crea^ 
tura ou^ht to have done, or was lit and proper for that creature io 
d J ; or how it ever was, or can l)e possible for a creature to dis- 
pteaso tho Creator iu Thought, Word or Action." 



V. 
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Note. — "This leads me to shew in what Free Agency in crea* 
tnrcB consists. Free accoutitabh) agency in creatures, consists 
in certain powers and faculties delegated by the Creator to tho 
creature. 

1. An viternal power of self motion, or a power to move anj, 
part, or the whole body by a thought, or to bring it. to rest when in 
fnbtioii by tho saino power. 

2. Wisdom to distinguish between good and evil thoughts^ 
words and actions, and to know what is tit and proper to thiuk| 
apeak, act, and what is un6t and improper. 

3. A power to choose whether it will think, speak and act 
what it is fit and proper for it to think, speak, act, or what is un- 
fit and improper. 

Finally — a power to think, speak and act agreeably to it« chcrfce* 
The Creator has also placed in every free accountable agent to 
whom he has given common sense (and nunc hut 4>uch can bo 
accountable ) a desire of happincs:^, and from this arises a wish 
to be happy, and a fear that he may be miserable. And this de* 
.«ireof happiness, and this hope and fear, arc what ate called the 
passions of the human soul. And hope or Tear Oj>eratcs and 
influences the choice ; and which soever it is, the inlculion is 
tluj happiness of the chooser. For no rational being, exercising 
reason, can choose to be miserable. And when the choice is gov- 
erned l)y all the reas'jn and experience the crealnrci has, or had 
it in his power to have — if the choice does not make him happy 
immcdiHtely, it wiJ! linally end in happiness. But if the choice 
is made from either hope or fear, without exercising reason, it 
may and often does end in misery of the creature. 

There are sundry kinds of free agents and various degrees of 
every kind. The waters of the rivers, ponds, Jakes and seas teem 
with living creatures. The earth and the air are full of the won* 
ders of creating wisdom, power and goodness. And evervcrea^ 
ture tt> whom the Creator has given life i^ a free agent in li lower 
or higher degree. They aH hav^ wisdom to know their kind, and 
according to the blessing of their Creator, to multiply and repleu* 
ish the earth, the air, and the waters ; and each knows what is 
proper to support itself and its young, and how to collect it and 
to provide stores for the winter, where the climate requires it 
They fear an enemy: self defence is implanted in their natures* 
And the domestic animals love and fear their njasters. And yet it 
is not probable the Creator will ever call any of these to give an 
account why they did, or did not do any action. First, because 
^hey do not know that the Creator exists, and that they exist by 
and from him, nor can th6y reason from seen and made to an un« 
seen Maker. Secondly^ They are not capable to understand Vay 
Jaw bat the law within th^m. And w!)en they deviate in ibe 
least from that internal law, their punishmeot immediately eoiik 



's 
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meneesy and is commensarate to their deviation. It is fhere&re 
unreasonable to believe thej have anj other accoant to give, than 
what they suffer in consequence of their mistakes. Hence it 19 
evident that any, and every creatnre, that the Creator will call to 
give an account why they did not thiok,8peak and act, any thought, 
word, or action, must be possessed of the powers and faculties 
that have been mentioned, and opportunities to exercise them. 



BfOORAPMICAL SKETCH .: 



OF 

GENERAL JOHN STARK 



«« 



On martial ground, the school of heroes taught. 
He studied battles, vrhere campaigns were fought. 
By yalor led, he traced each scene of fame. 
Where war had left no spot without a name. 
Great by resolve, yet by example warned, 
Himself the model of his glory formed." 



JoBN Stark was born at Londonderry, in New- Hampshire^ 
on the 17th of August, 1728, old style, corresponding with the 
dSth, new style. His father was a native of Dunbarton in Scot- 
land, and received a liberal education at the university of Edin- 
burgh*-— married a wife in the north of Ireland, and emigrated 
to America at an early period of the last century. He made 
his first settlement in Londondeff-y, but soon after removed to 
Derryfield (now Manchester) and settled on a pleasant and fer- 
tile eminence a little east of the river Merrimack, and near Amos- 
keag falls. To his children,though a man of education and good 
feelings, Mr. Stark was not able to extend the advantages he had 
enjoyed. It was a period of hardships and toil, the exertions of 
the settlers securing to them little more than their daily wants, 
and providing the means of defence against their savage ene- 
mies. John Stark, and his elder brother William, as they grew 
in years, were employed upon the farm, and at certain seasons 
of the year in hunting. In this employment the bold and daring 
geniuB of the future warrior was often displayed, and in such em- 
ployments his constitution, naturally firm and vigorous, .became 
i^ill stronger and capable of enduring the greatest fatigue. 
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Od Ihe28ch of April, 1752, John Stark, then 23 years of age, 
was Ottt OB a buatiog expedition near Baker's river in Rumnej, 
in company with Amos Eastman of Penacook [Concord,] Darid 
StiDson of Londonderry, an|d William Stark, his brother. A» 
(he Indians had tiii then been friendly, and exhibited no signs of 
hostility, they placed great confidence in their friendship. Oa 
the evening of this day, however, Ihey decoyed and made a 
prisoner of John, and on the following morning took Eastman. 
Stinson and William Stark, attempting to escape, were fired up- 
on : Stinson fell, was killed, scalped and stripped of his wearing 
apparel. William made his escape.* This was the first act of 
hostility and the commencement of the old French and Indian 
war. The party crossed the Connecticut, and were received 
with their prisoners, with great parade, at their village on the St. 



*The following document is found among other papers relating 
to Indian afiairs in the files at the office of the Secretary of State : 

" Amos Eastman of Penacook, and John Stark of Starks- 
town, [Dunbarton] both in the province of New« Hampshire, of 
lawful age, testify and say : That on the 28th day of April, 1752, 
they were in company with WilliamStark of Starkstown,andDavid 
Stinson of Londonderry, on one of the branches of Pemigewas* 
set river, about eighteen miles from Stevenstown, [Salisbury] and 
that on the same day towards night the Indians captivated the 
said John, and the next morning soon after break of day,^ 
captivated the said Amos, and fired on David Stinson and William 
Stark ; killed, scalped and stripped the said David ; (and the 
said Willliam made his escape) and carried the deponents both to 
Canada, who did not return till the sixth day of August then next. 

That the stuff the Indians then took from the deponents and 
their company, was of the value of five hundred and sixty pounds 
at the least, old tenor, for which they have no restitution. That 
the said Amos was sold to the ' French, and for his redemptioot 
paid sixty dollars to his master, beside all his expense of gettiag 
home. That the said John Stark purchased his redemption of the 
Indians, for which he paid one hundred* and three dollars besides 
all his expenses getting home. '^ 

That there were ten Indians' in company who captivated the 
deponents', andJived at St. Francois — They often told the de> 
ponents it was not peace. One Francis Titigaw was the chief of 
the scout. There was in their' scout one named Peer — they call- 
ed a young sagamore that belonged to St. Francois.'' 

The deponents made oath tb the preceding at Penacook, May 
23, 1754, before Joseph Blanchard, Esq. one of hia Maiesty's 
justices of the peace. 
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Francois river. It is a singular trait in the conduct of th5 
Indians, that however cruel and ferocious they are in coiVfliot— 
they generally treat their prisoners with lenity, and, if men of 
courage, with humanity hnd respect. The Indians of Francois 
immediately discovered in young Stark, the character of a bold 
niid undaunted warrior ; his mien and his courage pleased thenvy 
and they treated* him with the greatest respect— initialed him 
into the fAmify of their deceased chief — gave him the widow 
for his mother, and offered him her daughter in marriage. To 
the last days of his life, Stark used to relate with much humor 
the little incidents of his stay with the Indians. He remained 
with them about three months, aud used to say he experienced 
more kindness from them than he ever knew prisoners of war 
to receive from any civilized nation. He was ransomed by a 
Mr. Wheelwright of Bpston, and returned home by the way 
of Albany, 

Not long after his return from captivity, upon a report thai 
the French had entered Coos, and were erecting fort i fie bt ions 
on our lines, the colony appointed a committee to repair thither 
and ascertain its truth. Stark received an ensign^s commission^ 
end went as pilot to conduct the committee. The report waa 
without foundation. The colony, however, were soon obliged 
to raise troops for their own defence; and a company of rangera 
\ was raised, of which Robert Rogers was commissioned captain, 
and John Stark, lieutenant. Other companies of rangers were 
raised, and Rogers being advanced, Stark took command of his 
company. His daring courage and consummate prudence short- 
}y made him known to Lord Howe, whose confidence and friehd- 
£hip he enjoyed until the death of that nobleman, in the act of 

■ II ■ » II ' ■ ' ' ' ' ■ ■ ■ ■■ w 

v. 

In a memorial presented by William Stark, Amos Eastman 
and John Stark, to Governor Wcntvvorth, in 1754, thoy say that 
• they gave no offence to the Indians. — thalihey *'ha«l it in their pow- 
cr to destroy them or defeat their enterprize, bui esteeming it a 
lime of peace with all the Indians who own themselves the sub« 
jectsof the French king, free from expectation of mny hostiliiics 
beiii^ coinniittcd against them, peaceably applied themselves to 
their business till ambushed by the Indians, who killed, scalped^ 
and stripped David Stinson one of their companv, captivated the 
aforesaid John and Amos, and shot at the said William who es« 
capei— ^carried the said captives to Canada, and at the same lime 
took the goods and effects of your memorialists, and said David 
Stinaon in company, of the value ^f five hundred and sixty pounds 
jat Ih4 least, old tenor.'' 
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storming the French lines at Ticondcroga, cut asunder the con« 
Dtection.^ No service could be better {calculated to inure meo 
to hardship, danger and constiint vigilance than this ; for the 
British arnoy were afraid to move wiihout the walls of their en* 
trcnchments, without rangers to'guard their flanks and rear. 
The rangers were also frequently detached in scouts, and had 
numerous skirmishes with the Indians^ hovering about the en- 
campments. Stark did not sheath his sword, until the invading 
enemy were compelled to quit the country and sue for peace. 
Inuring the whole of this sanguinary contest, he was found cau- 
tious on a march, vigilant in c«mp, and undaunted in battle : 
and it was probably owing to the experience he here acquired^ 
that invariable success atended, so far as he was concerned^ hia 
battles in the subsequent revolution which separated these states 
from Britain. 

At the close of the French war, he returned to his father's 
house at Derryticid, was soon after married with a Miss Page, 
daughter of Capt. Caleb Page, one of the first settlers of Dun- 
barton ; and continued in the enjoyment of domestic life,and the 
cultivation of his farm,until the report of the battle of Lexington 
spread like an elect rick shock through the country. When it was 
told in Bedford^Goffstown and Litchfield (towns adjoining Derry- 
ficld) that a battle had been fought — that the " regulars'* were 
driving all before them, and were within a few miles, — the few 
that first rallied despatched a messenger to Stark, desiring him to 
Jead them on to the defence of their country, tie was found at 
\^'ork in his saw-mill at Amoskeag falls. On being told of the 
Wanton attack of the British,he instantly stopped his mill and re- 
paired to his house, took his musket, and three dollars in his 
pocket, and without any coat, that he might not be encumbered, 
he sat out to meet the little band of heroes who had assembled 
at the first signal of alarm, and who like that of Leonidas, were 
resolved to conquer or dite. They proceeded onward from towa 
to town, expecting at every ,step to see the encny, for the in- 
formation was the same — every one told them ihey soon expec* 
led the " regulars" upon them. Their numbers increased as 



* This attack was made on, the 5th July, 1758, ** and proved 
unsucccissful, at the expense of 1G08 regulars and 334 provin- 
cials', who were either killed or taken." Amoncf those who fell^ 
none was more lamented than Lord Viscount ,Howe, to whose 
services and military virtues the General Court of Mass. paid an 
honorable tribute by causing a monument to be erected to his 
memory in Westminster Abbey* 



96 MEMOIR OF GENERAL STARK. 

Ihey advanced, till they arrived the next morning at Lexington, 
irhere they saw small limbs cut from a tree by musket-balls, the 
iijrst evidence they received more than the report at first beard. 

After learning the particulars of the affair of Lexington, Stark 
Tfith his groupe of heroes of the woods, more than a thousand 
io number, who had left their families at a moment's notice to 
devote themselves to their country — proceeded to Cambridge, 
and presented himself before the committee of Safety for Massa- 
chusetts. He was received with much joy, and the whole coun- 
try resounded with his praise. The morning afler his arrival at 
Cambridge, Stark received a colonel's commission, with enlist- 
ing orders ; and in less than two hours he enlisted eight hun- 
dred men ! 

Stark, in accepting a commission under Massachusetts, made 
the condition that if New-Hampshire should agree to join in 
raising her proportion of troops for general defence, this regi- 
ment should be considered as a part. New-Hampshire agreed 
to furnish her proportion. There was at this period a portion 
of the secret poison of tory ism stiir lurking in the councils of 
this state ; and some were displeased with Stark for going for- 
ward as a leader of her citizens in another state, and taking a 
commission without consulting their pleasure. They sent an 
express to Stark to come to Exeter. Large bets were staked 
between those acquainted with him and those who were not, 
respecting his daring to appear at Exeter. But he was there 
without loss of time, and presented hinvself before the legisla- 
tive body, much to the confusion of some of its^ members. 
They employed themselves in business of little moment for hours 
after Stark's arrival, till at length, his patience tiring, he arose 
and addressed the Speaker, telling him if he had any business 
with liim, it was necessary he should attend to it immediately, 
for his regiment required his attention at Cambridge. << Luck! " 
says the Speaker, << I had forgotten all about it. We have a- 
greed to raise three regiments, and have appointed Folsom to 
command the first, and appointed him brigadier general — Poor, 
his lieutenant-colonel, and you to command the second regi- 
ment." Stark coolly enquired " if they had any way of mak- 
ing a child that was J>orn to-day, older than one that was born 
^ix weeks ago ?" No answer being given, he left the House. 
They sent a committee after him, to prevail on him to . come 
i>ack ; but in vain. He told the committee " that if they could 
not arrange the business he would bring a committee in three 
days that would do it effectually." The committee made re- 
port, and Stark was appointed to command the first regiment ! 
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On the memorable seventeenth of June, 1775,^ the British 
feri^t felt the dedtrUctive fire of the biack\Voodsmen of NeW- 
rIampShire. They w6re undisciplined, they never had been 
\aught to tndv'e like machines j yet they were liot strangers i6 
danger, or ignorant of the advantages of coolness and intrepid- 
ity. Gen. Putnam had the nominal command on this occasion^ 
but was not personally engaged during the contest. On the 
evening previous, he sent a party to raise a redoubt on Btmktr^9 
Hill, but through some misunderstanding they went to Brud?9 
Hill. Two hundred of these men were detached from the regi» 
«nent of Col. Stark. A redoubt was thrown up in the course of 
4he night, but it was so unskiifully done, that they would have 
been better without it. It was a siqUare redoubt, the curtains of 
which were about 60 or 70 feet in extent, with an intrenckna^at^ 
-or breast-work, extending 50 or 60 feet from the north angle to- 
Wafdfe Mystick river. It was raised about 6 or '7 feet, with a 
level on the top of about eight feet wide upon the summit of the 
hill*, so that it made a complete covering for the British troops 
AS they ascended the hill — for the.musquetry within the redoubt 
could not be made to bear upon them unless the soldiers stood 
upon the top of the mound. General Stark always called it a 
Pound, from its nearer resemblance of that than a fortifier 
tfon. 

Stark's regiment was quartered at Medford, about four miles 

H^istant from the anticipated point of attack. It then consisted of 
thirteen companies, and was probably the largest regiment in the 

^«rnay. Early in the morning of the 17th, Stark had detached 
300 men, under Wyman, hislieutenant colonel, and himself with 
his major went forward to view the Pound. Soon after their 
arrival, the British began to play upon them from Boston, Stark 

'saw his whole regiment would be wanted, and immediately re- 
turned to his encampment. In returning the/ found Wyman 
with his party in the valley between Winter and Plowed hills, 

'lying down to, rest: they were again put in motion, but went to 
the right, where Stark saw no more of them until after the action. 
""Stark now prepared with all possible expedition to take the re- 
inainder of his regiment to the scene of action. The regimeqt 

. being destitute of ammunition, it was formed in front of a housj^ 
occupied as an arsenal, where each man received a gillcup fi\ll 
of powder, fifteen balls and one flint. After the best prepara<* 
ttions possible the vegiment proceeded towards Charlestown 
Neck. Capt.Dearborn (afterwards Major-General) cornmande4 

,M company in flank, and marehing beside Gol. Shark, suggested 

15 
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to him the propriety of quickening their steps* "DeaVborn,^' 
said the colonel, '^one fresh man in action is worth ten fatigued 
ones," and continued to advance in the same cool and collected 
manner. Stark was now joined by his 200 men who had borne 
their part of the fatigue of the night, and took his station on the 
left of the Pound, between that and Mystick river. 

Soon after the enemy was discovered to have landed on the 
•hor^ of Morton's point in front of Breed's Hill, under cover of 
a tremendous lire of shot and shells from a battery on Copp^'a 
Hill, in Boston, which had opened on the redoubt at day break. 
MajoNgeneral. Howe, and brigadier general Pigot, were the 
commanders of the British forces which first landed, consisting 
of four battalions of infantry, ten companies of grenadiers, and 
ten of light infantry, with a train of field artillery. They forn»- 
ed as they disembarked, but remained in that position, untifthey 
were reinforced by another detachmeot. 

At this moment the veteran and gallant Stark harangued his 
regiment in a short but animated address; then directed them to 
give three cheers, and make a rapid movement to the rail fence 
which ran from the left, and about 40 yards in the rear of the 
redoubt towards My stick river. Part of the grass having been 
recently cut, lay in winrows and cocks on the field. Another 
lience was taken up— the rails run through the one in front, and 
the hay, mown in the vicinity, suspended upon them from tho 
'bottom to the top, which had the appearance of a breast work, 
^but was in fact no real covering to the-men; it however 8erv<ed 
tn a deception on the enemy. 

The effect produced by the men behind the hay battery is well 
known and can never be forgotten. Twice the sons of freedom 
silenced the fire of the myrmidons of Britain; and fain would 
they have pursued them; but their colonel had witnessed such 
scenes before. He kept the whole ground in view, and foresaw 
the fate of the Pound. Added to this, their ammunition was 
expended, and they had but few bayonets. Shortly after, the 
Pound falling into the hands of the enemy, they were very rea- 
'dy to obey the orders for retreat. Stark was the last who left 
the ground, and lost but one man killed. The enemy's loss was 
-about 1,^00. 

lAiler the evacuation of Boston, Stark went to the northern 
*pe!its with Geo. Gates; but did not go into Canada, for he hod 
opjposed the expedition >of Montgomery with all his reasoniog 
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powers. Gen. Gates and Col. Stark had long been upon the 
intimate terms of brothers; they oomnionly addressed each other 
by their given names — they had both been taught the art of war 
in the same school/ and their mode of warfare was the same. 
Neither had been accustomed to defeat. The study of these 
plain men was to vanquish their enemies. A fine cocked hat^or 
a pretty coat, the soldier's strut, or an elegant horse, bore but 
little weight on their minds. 

Stark was not less in the council than in the field. 

In the fall of 1776, a small party of the British came up the 
Lake before Ticonderoga to take the soundings of the depth of 
the water. From the prospect of attack, Gates summoned a 
council of war. There were no officers who had been in actual 
service except Gates and Stark. Gates took Stark astdei and 
the following dialogue ensued: 

Gates, What do you think of it, John ? 

Stark, I think if they come, we must fight them. 

Gales. Psho, John ! Tell me what your opinion is seriously. 

Stark, My opinion is, that they will not fire a shot against 
this place this season; but whoever is here next, must look 
out. 

They returned to the council, and Gates told what Stark had 
said — that there would not be a shot fired against them at that 
time. This being the first doubt suggested of an immediate at- 
tack, it produced much surprise— many ofiered to lay bets of it. 
Stark gave his reasons, that it was so near the time 6f year 
when the Lake would be frozen, that their survey of the Lake 
could only be in preparation for another season — for they would 
never make an attack upon Ticonderoga at a time when, if sue^ 
cessful, they could not immediately pursue the advantages of 
their victory. This proved to be the case. 

Soon aAer this, Washington ordered Stark to join him in 
Pennsytyania; and about the time of his arrival, the former be- 
gan to contemplate his attack on Trenton. On the 24th of 
December, 1776, he called a coiincil. Stark was not present at 
the first of the meeting; but when he arrived, Washington in- 
formed him of the business of the council, viz. To take into 
consideration the best' mode to be pursued tinder existing cir- 
cumstances. Stark said-^^'Your men have long been accus- 
tomed to place dependftnee upon spades, pick-axes and hoes for 
safety; but if you ever mean to estaliah th# independence oftiie 



i I 



fdO MEMOIR OF GENERAL STARK. 

United States, you must teach them to put confidence in their 
fire arms." Washington answered, "That is what we have* 
agreed upon: we are to march to-morrow to the attack of Tren- 
ton: you are to take command of the right wing of the advanced 
guard, and Gen. Greene the left." Stark observed, he could 
not have been better suited. Here it may be proper to notice 
an event not generally understood, the particulars of which 
were related at the funeral of llie deceased general, by a cona* 
panion in arms then present. It is well known that just previous 
to this important action, the American army was on the point of 
being broken up by suffering, desertion, and the expiration of 
the term of enlistment of a great portion of tlie troops. A few 
days previous, the term of the New-Hampshire troops expired: 
Stark was the first to propose a re-engagement of six weeka^ 
He, for the moment, left his station as commander, and engag^^ 
ed as recruiting officer: and not a man failed to re-engage. He 
led the van of the attack — and the result corresponded with the- 
hopes of the nation.* Seven days after he was with Washing- 
ton at Trenton, when Lord Cornwallis with 12,000 men nearly 
hemmed them iq. By consummate address the impending fate 
of the Americans was avoided — Washington fell on the enemy's 
rear at Princeton, and sq broke up the British plans, that the enn 
feebled American army was enabled in turn to hem up the Brit» 
•j«b in the environs of New-York, 

At the close of the campaign, Slark returned to New-Hampm 
shire upon parole. On his arrival he ascertained the truth of ft 
report that had reached him-hefore he left the army, tliat Coh< 
gress had degraded him by the appointment of Col. Poor, as a 
Brigadier. He went immediately to Exeter, where the Legisia* 
lure was then sitting, and asked a resignation. They endeav- 
ored to dissuade him from his purpose, but in vain. He told 
fhem that "an officer who would not stand for his rank, would 
.not fight for his country." However, he engaged, should an at- 
lack be made upon New-Hampsbire,lo hold himself in readiness 
for its defence. He informed them of the dangerous situa^ 
lion of Tioonderoga, and retired tp his farm as a private citi- 
izen. 



*Of the enemy 50 were killed and 918 made prisoners, among 
^om were 30 commissioned officers ; 6 brass cannon, 1200 small 
«riiiB, 7 standards, and other trophies, were also taken. Of the 
^linoricaps not more than 20 were killed aad wounded. 
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In 1777, the overwhelming force of Burgoyne drove the A- 
mericans from their strong post at Ticonderoga, and universal 
alarm prevailed in the north. Burgoyne, presuming that no 
more effectual opposition would be made, flattered himself that 
he might push on without much annoyance. His army was led 
by accomplished and experienced officers ; it was furnished 
with a formidable train of brass artillery, and with all the appa-^ 
ratus, stores and equipments which the nature of the service 
required, and which the art of man had invented. Veteran 
corps of the best troops of Britain and Germany formed the 
greater part of this dreaded army, while Canadians and Ameri* 
can loyalists furnished it with spies, scouts and rangers, and 8 
numerous array of savages, in their own dress and weapons, 
and with characteristick ferocity, increased the terrors of its 
approach. It numbered, according to common estimation, ten 
thousand strong, including every description of force ; an ar- 
my, which, considering the theatre of action, was equal to ten 
times that number in the ordinary wars of Europe. 

Flushed with a confidence of his superior power, and deceiv* 
ed with the opinion that the friends of the British cause among 
the Americans were us five to one opposed — Burgoyne des- 
patched CoU Baum (a German officer) with a party of IdOO 
men, upon a most romantick expedition. His instructiont, 
which fell into the hands of General Stark, and he communica- 
cd, discovered the object of the expedition, and the route the 
Colonel was to take ; he was instructed *^ To proceed through 
the New 'Hampshire Grants^ cross the mountains^ scour the^ country 
with Peters corps of Tories and the Indians^ from Rockingham to Ot* 
ter-creeky to get horses, carriages and cattle, and mount ReidesepB 
regiment of dragoonh, to go down Connecticut river as far as Brat" 
ileboroughy and return by the great road to Albany, there to meet 
Chneral Burgoyne, to endeavour to make the country believe it was 
the advanced body of the GeneraVs army, who was to cross Connec- 
ticut rtver and proceed to Boston ; and that at Springfield they were 
to be joined by the troops from Rfiode Island. All officers, civil and 
military, acting under the Congress, were to be made prisoners, — 
To tax the towns where Uiey halted, and with such articles as they 
toanted, and take hostages for the performance^ fyc.^^ 

By the tenor of this commission it appears that the British 
General thought his proclamation at Boqget had produced won- 
derful effects ; that it had struck a general panick through the 



102 MEMOIR OF GENERAL STARK. 

States, and quelled all opposition ; and that it was now only. 
for his troops to move at his command, and the conquest was 
obtained. 

At this critical moment when the calamities of war were im- 
pending, and the fate of the struggle seemed about to be decid« 
•d, — the legislature of New-Hampshire called upon Stark to 
lead their militia against the invader. Although he was ready 
to obey the call, yet he refused to submit to the buroiliating con* 
sideration of serving under oiSicers whom he had commanded, 
and who as he conceived, had been unjustly promoted. The 
legislature, unwilling to lose his services, and the peril of their 
situation admitting no delay, concluded to give him an indepen- 
dent command and discretionary orders, to act in New-Hamp- 
shire, or push forward beyond the line of the State, as he might 
think best, to arrest the progress of the enemy. Number Four 
(Charlestown) on Connecticut river was his place of rendez- 
vous. The citizens rushed to the confines of the State with the 
same alacrity they did at the alarm of the battle of Lexington, 
to speak to the enemy at the muzzles of their muskets, and for- 
bid their polluting with their feet the'land of freedom. 

Scarce had he arrived at his place of rendezvous when tlve 
Green Mountaineers invited him to come to them, join his little 
force to theirs, and lead them against the common enemy, who 
|hey were in daily expectation would attempt to pass that part of 
the country. He sent one hundred men to the heights between 
Number Four and Ticonderoga to observe the motions of Bur- 
goyne — sent off immediately to the town of Manchester, twentjr- 
iwo miles north-east from Bennington, such of his men as had 
arrived amounting to four or five hundred, and followed himself 
f ery soon, leaving orders for others to come as fast as they 
should arrive. 

- He found the advantage of his independent command raune^- 
iatoly upon his arrival at Manchester, for the packs of his men 
were paraded as for a march. He enquired for the cause,and was 
informed Gen. Lincoln had been there and had ordered them off^ 
to the Sprouts, at the mouth of Mohawk river. He sought for, 
and found Lincoln, and demanded of him his authority for un- 
dertaking the command of his men. Lincoln said it was by 
order of Gren. Schuyler. Stark desired him to tell Gen. Schul- 
er that he considered himself adequate to the command of his 
<kwn men, and gave him copies of his commission and orders. 
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The matter was brought before congress, axid on the 19tb 
July they resolved, '' that the council of New-Hampshire be in- 
formed that the instructions which Gen. Stark says he has r«- 
pcived from them, are destructive of military subordination and 
highly prejudicial to the common cause at this crisis ; and that 
therefore they be desired to insti'uct Gen. Stark to conform 
himself to the sasie rules which other general officers of the 
militia are subject to, whenever they are called out at the ex- 
pense of the United States." Before the passage of this re- 
solve, however. Gen. Schuyler had opened a correspondence 
with Stark, and endeavored to prevail on him to come to the 
Sprouts. The latter gave him a detail of his intended opera- 
tions, viz. to fall upon the rear of Burgoyne, to harrass and cut 
off his supplies. Gen. Schuyler approved the plan and offered 
to furnish him with five or six hundred men more to carry it in- 
to execution. Aller a few days tarry at Manchester, be pro- 
ceeded to Bennington. While he was making arrangements to 
execute his plan, on the 14th of August a woman came to him 
as an express from the town of Cambrige, (10 miles north-weirt 
from Bennington, in the state of New- York) informing him that 
two hundred Indians had come in there that morning ; and in a 
few hours another came from the same place (for it was not 
safe for men to travel at that time) who informed that fifteen 
iMindred Hessians and Tories had arrived since the Indians. 
There was a quantity of flour at some mills a few miles towards 
Cambrige from where he lay : he supposed the flour was their 
object, and he sent off a party immediately for its security, foU 
lowing himself with what force he had as soon as possible* 

Just before night he met Colonel Baum, at the head of hU 
Hessians, Tories and Indians, on a branch of the river Hoostck^ 
Stark's numbers were but little more than half those of Baum, 
.having lessened them considerably by sending one party £fft 
arms, another for beef cattle,^&c. However, he made the best 
sliow he could with the few men he had, by spreading them out 
in a single file, and by displaying the greatest number in ther 
most sightly situation. They both halted and looked at each 
other till dark ; when stark fell back to his encampment left iff 
the morning, but kept patroles going all night, by which ho found 
Chat Baum was throwing up a breast-^work. In the morning, 
Stark made his disjSroiBition for attacking Baum in front and 
r^ar ; by sending two flanking parties, one on the right and th« 
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other on the left, to meet in his rear and begin the attack, wh|le 
he should show him Yankee's play in front. Not many foiii- 
utes after the two parties had marched,it began to rain violently^ 
and they came back to th^main body, and all retufn^d again.tdr 
their encampment. In the course of the following night they 
received some reinforcements : the most remarkable of these 
was a minister from Berkshire, who appeared the tetnporal aa 
well as spiritual leader of his people. Although they had a 
military commander, the minister had to be their organ. He 
came to the commanding officer, and addressed him in the fol- 
lowing .strain : " We, the people of Berkshire, have been fre- 
quently called on to fight, but have not been permitted. We 
have now resolved, if yoii will hot let us fight, never to tufa 
out again." The General asked him if he wished to go at thaJC 
time, when it was dark and rained. "No," "Then," continued 
Stark, " if the Lord should give us sunshine again, if I do not 
give you fighting enough, I will never ask you to come again.'^ 

The next morning he made the same disposition of his men 
that he had done the day before, and they marched off with fai# 
weather and the spirits of freemen determined to live free. 

When the two flanking parties approached near each other 
in the rear of the enemy, the Indians, ever on the alert, perceiv- 
ed the situation they were in, and made their escape in a single 
file between the two parties, accompanied with their horrid yells 
and the jingling of cowbells. The parties closed in upon th'e 
rear, and Stark himself in the front : the contest for a short tmie 
was desperate, particularly at the Tories' breastwork. Although 
Baum had nearly twice the number (principally veteran troops) 
defended by this breastwork, his mercenaries could not stand 
Burrounded by this band of patriots : they grounded their arma 
and surrendered at discretion. The action being of short du^ 
ration, the loss was not great on either side. The Hegsiana 
he treated with all the civilities of prisoners of war ; but the To* 
ries he considered as traitors, and distinguished them as such ; 
he ordered them (two hundred in number) to be tied in paira^ 
end those pairs connected together by a rope, the end of which 
was fastened to an old horse's tail, and & postillion mounted on 
him to lead them oC The Ladies of Bennington dismantled 
their beds to furnish cords for this purpose, and rendered many 
other services, invigorated by the same spirit that aeuated the 
eonquerors. 
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About six o'clock in the afternoon another parij'pf the'enemj 
'appeared, nearly equal to the first, under the command of Colir 
Breyman, intended as a reinforcement to Baum. Stark was not 
'under very favorable circumstances for a second engagement, 
having been under the necessity of detaching a large portion of 
his men to guard his prisoners; and what he had left were ex- 
hausted by hunger and fatigue — for they had nothing to eat nor 
drink but the rain that had fallen the day before, for fourteen 
hours. Stark, cool and collected, made the best of his circum- 
stances; for his courage was the result of principle, rather than 
b^iavery impelled by passion — and his rigid nerves gave him such 
command of himself, that he could appear regardless of danger, 
and exercise all the faculties of his mind in the greatest heat of 
action. He ordered the few he -had embodied to the attack; and 
fortunately Maj. Rann came to him that moment with two 
hundred fresh troops, whom he sent on likewise to keep the en- 
emy in check till he could rally his scattered numbers. Some 
were attending the wounded^ others seeking for lost friends, &c« 
Some 'were so exhausted that ambition had lost its force, and 
'death was without its terrors. Maj. Safibrd came to him from 
Berkshire co. Massachusetts,with a few troops more. Although 
Stark's men were brave, they were, ignorant of the art of w|r. 
When going to the scene of action, he came to a field-pieca 
*that hJEid been left by Baum, and about a dozen of his men about 
it. He ordered them to draw it on to the scene of action: and 
Vhen the cadnon arrived, he directed them to load and fire it; 
but they had never seen a cannon, and he was obliged to dis- 
mount and show them by loading it himself. He gave orders 
with all the force of his lungs to drive on, or they would lose 
the honor of the victory, for the main body was at hand. They 
were so closely engaged, that the enemy heard him, and imme- 
diately gave way. Night coming on, Breyman made his escape 
^ith a small loss in killed and wounded and a few prisoners, 
leaving his artillery, consisting of three brass field-pieces, with 
some baggage. 

Thus those hills of the Walloomsack were rendered memora- 
ble by two complete victories being gained on the same day— bj 
citizens of the infant republick x>ver the minions of an unrelent* 
ing tyrant. 

Immediately after the engagement, Gen. Stark dispatched a 
messenger to the Legislature of this state at Exeter, with tli# 
following account of that important victory: 

14 
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Bennington, August 18, 1777, 
Gentlemen, 

I congratulate you on the late success of your troops under 
my commanct, hy express; I purpose to give you a brief account 
of my proceedings since 1 wrote to you last. 

1 left Manchester on the 8th instant, and arrived here on the 
9th. The 13th I was informed that a party of Indians were at 
Cambridge, which is twelve miles distant from this place, on 
their march thither. I detached Col. Gregg with two hundred 
men under his command to stop their march. In the evening I 
had information by express, that there was a large body of the 
enemy on their way with field"-pieces in order to march through 
the country^ commanded by Governor Skeene. The 14th. I 
marched with my brigade, and a few of the State militia, to ap- 
pose them, and cover Gregg's retreat, who found himself unable 
to whhstand their superior number: about four miles from tBia 
town, I accordingly met him on his return, and the enemy in 
close pursuit of him, within half of a mile of his rear. ]6ut 
when they discovered me, they presently halted on a very ad- 
vantageous piece of ground: I drew up my little army on an 
eminence in open view of their encampments, but could oot 
j>ring them to an engagement. I marched back about ^ a mile 
and there encamped. I sent a few men to skirmish with them, 
killed thirty of them, with two Indian chiefs. The 15th it rain* 
ed all day; I sent out parties to harrass them. The 16th, I was 
joined by this State's militia, and those of Berkshire county. I 
divided my army into three divisions, and sent Col. Nichols with 
250 men, on the rear of their left wing: Col. Hendrich on the 
rear of the right, with 300 men, ordered when joined to attack 
the same. In the mean time I sent three hundred more to op- 
pose the enemy's front, to draw the attention that way: soon 
after I detached the colonels, Hubbard and S'tickney, on their 
' right wing with 200 men to attack that part; all which plans had 
their desired effect. Col. Nichols sent me word that he stood 
in need of a reinforcement, which I readily granted, consisting 
. of 100 men, at which time he commenced the attack, precisely 
at. three o'clock in the aflernoon, whifih was followed by ietll (he 
Test; J pushed forward the remainder with all speed. Ouf p^o- 
plebehaved with the greatest spirit and bravery imaginable: hlid 
they been Alex;anders or Charles of Sweden, they could not 
have behaved better. The action lasted two hours; at the expi- 
' ration of which time, we forced their breastworks at the muzzles 
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of their guns, took two pieces of brass cannon, with a number 
of prisoners: but before I could get them into proper form again, 
I received intelligence that there was a large reinforcement 
within two miles of us on their march, which occasioned us to 
renew our attack: but luckily for us. Col. Warner's regiment 
came up, which put a stop to their career. We soon rallied, 
and in a few minutes the action began very warm and desperate, 
which lasted until night. We used their own cannon against 
them, which proved of great service to us. At sunset we oblig- 
ed them to retreat a second time; we pursued them till dark, 
when I was obliged to halt for fear of killing my own men. We 
recovered two pieces more of their cannon, together with all * 
their, baggage, a number of horses, carriages, &c. killed upwards 
of 200 of the enemy in the field of battle. The number of 
wounded is not yet known, as they are scattered about in many 
places. I have one Lt. Colonel, since dead, one Major, seven 
Captains, 14 Lieutenants, 4 Ensigns, 2 Cornets, one Judge Ad- 
vocate, one Baronj two Canadian officers, six Sergeants, one 
,Aid-de-camp, one Hessian Chaplain, 3 Hessian Surgeons, and 
700 prisoners. 

I enclose to you a copy of Gen. Burgoyne's instructions to 
Col. Baum, who commanded the detachment that engaged us. 
Our wounded are forty-two; ten privates and four officers be- 
longing to my brigade are dead; the dead and wounded in the 
other corps, I do not know, as they have not brought in their 
returus yet. 

I am gentlemen with the greatest regard and respect^ your 
most obedient and humble servant, * 

JOHN STARK, Bngadier Gen. 

P. S. I think we have returned the enemy a proper com* 
pliment in the above action, for the Hubbart-Town engage- 
ment. 

This was the Brst link in the chain of events that opened a 
new scene to republican America. It raised her from the brink 
of despair to the summit of hope, and added unfading laurels to 
the brow of the commander. At the time the news reached 
Congress, they were about reading New-Hampshire out of the 
Union, as the Society of Friends read out their refractory mem* 
hers. The difficulties, however, subsided, and on the 4th oF 
October, it was ^'Resolved, that the thanks of Congress be pre- 
sented to Gen. Stark, of the New-Hampshire militia, and tbo 
officers and troops wader bis command, for their bravo and suo- 
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cessful attack upon, and their signal victory over the enemy, iiii 
tbeir lines at Bennington: and that brigadier Stark be appointed 
a brigadier general in the army of the United States." Never 
were thanks more deservedly bestowed. This was the first turn 
of afiairs in favor of the Americans in the northern department, 
after the death of Gen. Montgomery. It raised the spirits of 
the country, and made the militia willing to turn out beyond what 
would otherwise have been done. When Gen. Gates wrote to 
ike. commander iu chief some days after his arrival at Stillwater, 
be thus expressed himself — <^Upon my leaving Philadelphia, tho 
prospect this way appeared most gloomy, but the severe checks 
the enemy have met with at Bennington and in Tyron county, 
has given a more pleasing view of public affairs." Stark's vic- 
tory gave reputation to the militia, as well as increased their 
courage. They found that neither British nor German regulars 
were invincibie; but that they could beat both. The artillery 
and other trophies excited their hope and confidence. While^ 
the Americans were exulting upon the occasion on the one side, 
the royal army under Burgoyne experienced a degree ofdepres- 
pioQ on the other; especially as the disaster at Bennington not 
only added to their delay, but gave Gates the opportunity of 
strengthening himself, by the arrival of the militia, who were 
upon their march to reinforce him. When be was upon his 
journey to take the command, he was much dejected, no less 
than the troops which were to be under him; but the Bennington 
affair put them both iq better spirits, and afforded them some 
promising expectations. They relied on his abilities, so that hia^ 
appearance at camp, and his mode of conducting military busi- 
ness, at once filled them with courage and resolution; ancl in. 
a few days they faced. about and advanced towards Burgoyne. 

This weakened and disheartened Burgoyne, and prevented 
his intended junction with Clinton. From this time the former 
began to see the dapger of his situation, and these men of New;- 
Hampshire and the Green Mountains^ whom he had viewed with 
contempt, he began t,o consider as dangerous enemies; for about 
this time in writing to Lord Germaine, he said 'Hhe New-Hamp- 
•hire grants, till of late but little known, hang like a cloud on 
my left." 

When Stark had seUJed his affairs at Bennington, discharg- 
ing those whose term had expired, &c. he went to visit his oU 
'friend Gen. Gates at Saratoga, and by hia exertiotis contribu- 
led to the final overthrow of Biirgoyne. Gates offered htm tho 
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•oininaDcl of the right wing of his own army : Stark decHnedf 
teilidg himJt would sour the miuds of many worthy pSicers* 
But he would do him a greater service — he would return to 
New-Hampshire, and procure reinforcements to aid him. Stark 
on his way spread the report that Burgoyne was on the point of 
surrendering, and to encourage the militia, held out the promise 
that all Who arrived there previous to the surrend.er should share 
the spoils of his camp. 

When he arrived at Concord, N. H. he sent an express to 
Portsmouth for John Langdon to meet him at Exeter the next 
day, and went to Derryfield himself. Langdon^ a man of prin- 
ciple, ever ready to defend his country, met Stark agreeably to 
request with a number of other gentlemen, and they all went on 
to Saratoga together. When they arrived. Stark took the com* 
roand of fort Edward to cut off Burgoyne's retreat and supplies 
on that quarter. After a few days, Stark began to think that 
Gates was making too much delay, and wrote to him twice with- 
out receiving any answer ; making a proposition of an imme- 
diate attack. At length Stark marched down his force to urge 
upon Gates more strongly the necessity of an attack, and sent 
an n)d to him with the information, and to pledge himself for 
6UCCSSS on his side of Burgoyne in case of orders to attack. 
But at the moment of the arrival of the aid, the convention, 
signed by Burgoyne, was recived by Gates. 

The following year the nothern frontier was assigned to his 
command with a feeble force ; still, his old friends, the militia, 
prompt at his call, presented such an attitude as secured the 
frontier from assult. In 1779 he was at Rhode-Island, and 
principe^lly employed with Gen. Gates in surveying the country 
from Tiverton to Point Judith to guard against attack. Late in 
the season, however, he joined Washington with the northern 
army,who was enabled to make good his winter quarters. In the 
year 1780 he was with Washington at Morristowo, and in the' 
battle of Springfield : that season terminated with Gen^ Lta« 
coin's disaster at Charlestown and the treason of Arnold. In 
1781, he again had charge of the northern department, and 
kept the enemy in close quarters with a small body of militia. 
The capture of Lord Cornwallis, at the close of this year, ter- 
minated the war. His lordship on his arrival in England, told 
the ministry that <^ America was not to be conquered by fire and 
sword, let their numbers be ever so great." The ministers 
IheiDselves, giving io to this opinion, negociations for peace 
frere soon after opened. 
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When the intelligeace of peace was received, the subject of 
this memoir was the first to bear the welcome tidings feack to 
his fellow-citizens of New-Hampshire ; and he immediately re- 
tired, like the illustrious Roman, to the calm and dignified seclu* 
sion of domestic life — minglipg with the industrious and hardy 
yeomanry who had so often been with him in battle, and reap- 
ing in common with his countrymen the fruits of that immortal 
struggle which made us a free people. For the last few years 
of his life, Gen. Stark enjoyed a pecuniary bounty from govern- 
ment — a free offering of the nation to one of its most illustri- 
ous defenders. 

He is now no more ! his spirit departed to the God who gave 
it, on Wednesday the 8th of May, 1822, after having attained 
the age of 93 years, 8 months and 24 days, and survived all 
the general officers of the revolution ! His last illness was 
short but extremely distressing — fourteen days previous to his 
death he sustained as was supposed, a paralytic shock, which 
discovered itself in choking and inability co swallow while eat- 
ing : after this he ate no more ; and during his remaining time, 
he was speechless, although it was fipparent to his watchful 
friends and relations who stood around hi|;n, that he retained 
his senses to the last. Until the last attack, he had ever been 
Able to walk about the house, and in pleasant weather out of 
doors. 

His funeral obsequies were attended by a large concourse of 
people at his late residence in Manchester on the bank 
of the Merrimack, on Friday following his death. His 
iremains were interred with military honors in the cemetery which 
had been enclosed at his own request : it is situated on a mound, 
being the second rise from the river, and can be seen for a dis- 
tance of four or five miles up and down the Merrimack. 

Such is a faint outline of the life of General Stark — the 
first and most intrepid hero of New-Hampshire, of whom she 
may justly boast as one unsurpassed in cool and deliberate 
bravery. He was indeed one of the firmest supporters of the 
revolution, and contributed as much as any individual to its 
Sticcessful issue. While contemplating his character, the scenes 
in which the greater portion of his life was employed, the en- 
tire devotion of his soul to the welfare of his country ; and re- 
flecting that our political fathers, the pioneers to independence, 
are fast leaving us, — the heart is insensibly chilled with the 
thought that the spirit of the revolution, which like a rock of 
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adarha'nt withstood the waves thdt dashed against it, is about to 
become extinct with the departure of those whose souls it ani- 
mated. Even at the close of the revolution, '^America had 
nurtured sons of boundless ambition, who thus early contem- 
plated stars, garters and diadems, crowns, sceptres and the re- 
galia of kings, in the yet simple bosom of their country." 
Would to heaven this spirit was no longer nourished among our 
countrymen — that they could as heartily despise all aping of 
royalty as did the veteran Stark, when in the very morn of our 
country's glory, with Heath and others, he opposed the order 
of the Cincinnati, and other afistocratick associations. 

When the army was about to be disbanded, there were a few 
commanders who still retained a fondness for the pomp and pa- 
fade of courts aiHl princes, and would fain invest a ruler with 
the government for life. Stark was zealous in his opposition, 
and his views at length became generally adopted. He made 
many objections to the Cincinnati, the most important of which 
was, that their system bore no resemblance to Cincinnatus. Ta 
imitale, said he, the great Roman, they should make it a funda- 
mental rule that every member should return to the occupation 
he had left, without ostentation, holding himself in readiness to. 
obey the calls of his country. This was the line of conduct 
he had marked out for himself, and he was determined no al- 
lurements should deter him from its pursuit. Nor was he ever 
Bwervetl from the Hue of conduct he had thus resolved to pur* 
6Qe. 

The character of Gen.- Stark, m his private, was as unex« 
ceptionable als in his public life. His manners were frank and 
open, though tinged with an excentricity, peculiar to himself, 
and useful in society. Through life he was a man of virtue 
and integrity — friendly to the good and enterprising — severe to 
the idle and unworthy. And while the nation has lost a hero 
— ^society mourns an honest citizen. His eulogy we will not 
attempt to write ; for it is written in the breasts of his country* 
men. 
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The anniversary of the battle of Benninfton has bees 'cele- 
brated for many yeara aince that event ; and as any thing e«iii- 
nected with the hero of that action, will be interesting to the 
publicky we subjoin the following correspondence, 

Benningtony Jidy 22, 180$. 

HONORED AND RESPECTED SIA, 

You can never forget that on the ever memorable 16th of 
August, 1777, you commanded the American troops in the ac- 
tion commonly called the Bennington Battle — that under Divine 
Providence, astonishing success attended our arms. Our enemjr 
was defeated and captured, and this town and its vicinity saved 
from impending ruin. It has been usual for the people on ev- 
ery anniversary of that day, to hold the day in grateful remeAi- 
brance by public celebration. On Thursday last, a large and 
respectable number of leading characters in this and the neigh- 
boring towns met to choose a committee of arrangements for a 
celebration on the 16th of August next. More than sixty of 
those who met were with you in the battle : they recollect you. 
Sir, with peculiar pleasure ; and have directed us to write to 
you, requesting of you, if age and health will permit, to honor 
them with your presence on that day. All your expenses shaH 
4>e remunerated. No event could so animate the brave sons of 
liberty as to see their venerable leader and preserver once more 
in Bennington— that the young men may once have the plea- 
sure of seeing the man who so gallantly fought to defend their 
sacred rights — their father^ and mothers^ and protected theo^ 
while lisping in tnfimcy. 

Should this request be inconsistent with your health or age, 
we should be happy in receiving a letter from you on the sub- 
je^ — that we may read it to them on that memorable day. 

Sentiments from the aged, and from those who have hazard- 
ti4 their lives to rescue us from the shackles of tyranny, will be 
read with pleasure, and remembered long after their fatheni 
have retired to the lileiit tomb. 



CfORBlStONDENCi!. i\t 

Accept, Sir, our wannest wishes for your health and happi- 
B08S ; and permit us, dear General, to assure you that we are, 
with great esteem, your cordial and afiectionate friends. 

GIDEON OLIN, 
JONATHAN ROBINSON, 
DAVID FAY. 
aTw Han. Ocn. JOHN STARK, DerryJUTiL 



ANSWER. 

At my Qua^iers at beryfieldp 
^IsiofJulyflZO^. 

iity JFHends and t^^llow- Soldier Sy 

I received yours of the 23d inst. containing your fervent ex- 
pressions of friendship, and your very polite invitation to meet 
with you to celebrate the 16th of August in Bennington. 

As you observe, I^' can never forget that" I " commanded 
American troops" on that day in Bennington* They were men 
(hat had not learned the art of submission, iior had th^V been 
trained to the artof war. But our <' astonishing success" taught 
the enemies of liberty that undiscipKned freemen are superior 
to veteran slaves. I fear we shall have to teach the lesson anew 
to that perfidious nation. 

Nbthing could aiFord me greater pleasure, than to meet the 
<^rave sons of liberty" on the fortunate spot. But as you just- 
ly iinticipate, the infifmities of old age will not permit ; for I 
•am now fourscore and one years old, and the lamp of life is al- 
most spent. I have of late had many such invitations, but was 
not ready, for there was not oil in the lamp. 

You say you wish your young men to see me. But you who 
^ave seen me, can tell them that I was never worth much for a 
ahow, and certainly cannot be worth their seeing aav. 

15 
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In caae.of my aot beiog able to attead| you wtdi taj^ wwaii" 
meats. Thede you shall have as free as the air we breathe. A^ 
I was theiiy I am now — ithe friend of the equal rigiits of men, of 
representative democracy, of republicanism and the Declar- 
ation of lodcpendence, the great charter of our national rights ; 
and of course the friend of the indissoluble union and Consti- 
tution of the states. I am the enemy of all foreign influence, 
for all foreign influence is the influence of tyranny. This is 
(he only chosen spot of liberty — this is the only republic oa 
earth. 

You well know, gentlemen, that at the time of the event yoil 
celebrate, there was a powerful British faction in the country 
(called tories) and a maternal part of the force we had to con- 
tend with was tories. This faction was rankling in our coun- 
cils till they had laid the foundation of the subversion of our 
liberties. But by good sentinels at our outposts, we were ap- 
prised of our danger ; and the sons of freedom beat the alarm. 
And, as at Bennington, 'Hhey came, they^ saw, and -they con- 
quered," 

1 shall remember, gentlemen, the respect you and ^'the inhab^ 
itants c^ Benning-ton and its neighborhood" have shewn me till 
I go to the country from' which no traveller returns. I must 
aoon receive marching orders* 

JOHN STARK. 
flSm. GJDEON OLIN, 

JONATHAN ROBINSON, 
DAVID FAY^ Esquires y Benningion. 

Accdmpanying this letter, the General forw^arded as his volOt)« 
teer this sentiment—^'' Livefru or die — Death i$, nU the wor^ 
6J evils /^ 

Girrespdndence bettoeen Preaideta Jefferson and. General SrAnit. 

Monlicello, Aug. 19/A, 1805. 

' rhave lately learnt through the channel of the Newspapers; 
and learnt ^4(!i-p*Blisure, that- you are still in life, and enjoy 
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'^eHilih add spirits. The victories of Benniogtoo, the first link 
ih th& chain of successes which issued- in the surrender of Sar- 
aloga, are still fresh in the raemory of every American ; and 
the name of him who achieved them> dear to his heart. Per- 
mit me, therefore, as a stranger who knows you only by tbo 
services you have rendered, to express to you the sincere emo* 
tions of pleasure and attachment which he felt on learning that 
your days had been thus prolonged, his fervent prayers that 
they still may be continued in comfort, and the conviction that 
whenever they end, your memory will be cherished by those 
wbb come after you, as one who has not lived in vain for bis 
country. I salute you, venerable patriot and general, with af- 
fection and reverence. 



TH : JEFFERSON, 



Hon. Major Gen. Stark. 



Derryfield, Oct, 1805. 
Res?ected Sir, 

Your friendly letter of (he 19th of August^ came to hand a 
few days since 5 but owing to the imbecilify, inseparably con- 
nected with the wane of life, I have not been able to acknowl- 
edge it until now. I have been in my seventy-seventh year 
since the 28th of August last,, and since the close of the revolu- 
tionary war, have devoted my time entirely to domestic em- 
ployments — and, in the vale of obscure retirement have tasted 
that tranquility, which the hurry and bustle of a busy world so 
seldom bestow. I thank you for the compliment you are pleas- 
ed to make me, nor will I conceal the satisfaction I feci in re- 
ceiving it from a man, who possesses so large a share of nly 
confidence. I will confess to you, sir, that I once began to 
think that the labors of the revolution were in vain, and that I 
should live to see the system restored, which I had assisted in 
dQstroying ; but my fears are all at an end, azid } am now oalcoi* 
ly preparing to meet the unerring fata of bnoi 9 mOk^ hoWerikf 
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thfi latisfactory reflection, that I leave a numerous progeny, ik» 
a country highly favored by nature, and under a government 
whose principles and views I believe to be correct and just. 

With the highest considerations of respect and esteem, I hava 
Ibe honor to be your most obeilient servant, 

JOHN stark:. 

. Thomas Jeffsbson, Esquire^ 



NoTE.-^For the particulars of the life of Gen. Stark, the editors 
are indebted to the Hon. Caleb Slark, his oldest son, who was also 
a soldier of the revolution. Gordon's Revoluiiou, vol. ii^; Gen. 
Dearborn's account of the battle at Bunker Hiii ; Hist. Coll. Mass. 
vol. ii.y and an account published in the N. H. Patriot in ISli), 
collected from the papers and conversntiun of the deceased Gen-^ 
#ral, by his son-in-law. li. F. Stickney. Esq. 
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N.4RRATIVE OF MRS. SHUTE'S CAPTIVITF. 

ICommunkated by John Kelhj^ Esq, of Northwood.} 

A few years previous to Mrs. Shute's death, the late Phine* 
has Merrill, Esq. of Stratham, visited her, for the purpose of 
receiving from herself an account of her early sufferings. From 
the minutes of her conversation which he made at the time, tho^ 
following narrative is principally compiled. The date of her 
hkih or captivity does not distinctly appear. Gov. Sullivan, in 
his history of Maine, says the people on SwanJsIand were at- 

'tacked about the year 1755. If this date is correct, she was 

^probably born about the year 1754 or 1755. 

James Whidden, the maternal grandfather of Mrs. Shute, was 
a captain in the army at the taking of Cape Breton in 1745. 
He owned a tract of land on Svvnn-lsland, in the river Kennc- 
beck, where he lived with his family. One of his dau£;htera 
Qiarried Lazarus Noble of Portsmouth, who lived on the island 
*with her father. The Indians had been accustomed to visit 
Capt. Whidden for the purposes of trade. There was a gv- 
rison on the island to secure the inhabitants from the attacks of 
ib<i fiU»jBaf in time of war. 
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One morning, a little a(ler day break, two boys went out of the 
farrison and left the gate open. The Indians were on the 
watch, and availing themselves of the opportunity, about ninety 
entered the garrison. The inhabitants immediately discovered 
that the enemy was upon them ; but there wasi no escape. Capt. 
Whiddcn and his wife retreated to the cellar, and concealed 
themselves. Noble and his hired man met the Indians at the 
head of the stairs, and fired upon them, wounding one of them 
in the arm. The Indians did not return the fire, but took No- 
ble, his wife, and seven children, with Timothy Whidden and 
Mary Holmes, pri.soners. The hired man and the two boys 
escaped. The captives were carried to the water's side and 
bound ; excepting such as could not run away. The Indians 
then returned to the garrison, burnt the barn and plundered the 
house, cut open the feather beds, strewed the feathers in the 
field, and carried off all the silver and gold they could find, and 
as much of the provisions as they chose. It was supposed they 
omitted to bum the house, from a suspicion that the Captain 
and his wife, from whom they had, in times of peace, received 
many favors, were concealed in it. Capt. Whidden, after the 
destruction of his property on the island, returned to Greenland, 
in this^State, which is supposed to have been his native place, 
end there died. 

The Indians also took in a wood on the island, an old man 
by the name of Pomeroy, who was employed in making shin- 
gles. Having collected their captives and plunder, they im- 
mediately left the island, and commenced their return to Cana- 
da to dispose of their prey. Pomeroy \vas old and feeble, and 
unable to endure the fatigue of the march, without more assist- 
ance than the savages thought fit to render him, and they killed 
him on the journey. They were more attentive to the children, 
as for them they undoubtedly expected a higher price, or a 
greater ransom. Abigail, one of the children, died among the 
Indians. The other captives arrived safe in Canada, and were 
variously disposed of. Mr. Noble was sold to a baker in Que- 
bec, and his wife to a lady of the same place as a chamber- 
maid. They were allowed to visit each other and to sleep to- 
gether. Fnur of the children were also sold in Quebec, as 
were Timothy Whidden and Mary Holmes. The captives in 
that city were exchanged within a year, and returned to their 
)iomes. Mr. Whidden and Mi^s iioifpes were afterwards united 
in marriage. 
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Fanny Noble, the principal subject of this memoir, st the^ 
time of her captivity, was about thirteen months old. She wa^ 
carried by a party of Indians to Montreal. In their attempts 
to dispose of her, they took her one day to the house of Mon-- 
sieur Louis St. Auge Charlee, an eminent merchant of that 
place, who was at that time on a journey to Quebec. His lady 
was called into the kitchen by one of her maids to see a poc^ 
infant crawling on the tile floor in dirt and rags, picking apple 
peelings out of the cracks. She came in, and, on kindly no- 
ticing the child, Fanny immediately caught hold of the lady^s 
gown, wrapped it over her head, and burst into tears. The 
lady could not easily resist this appeal to her compassion. She 
took up the child, who clung about her neck and repeatedly 
embraced her. The Indians offered to sell her their little cap- 
tive, but she declined buying, not choosing probably in the ab- 
sence of her husband to venture on such a purchase. The In- 
dians lift the house, and slept that night on the pavements be- 
ibre the door. Fanny, who had again heard the voice of kind- 
ness, to which she had not been accustomed from her savanro 
masters, could not be quiet, but disturbed the slumbers and 
touched the heart of the French lady by her incessant cries. 
This lady had then lately lost a child by death, and was per- 
haps more quick to feel for the sufferings of children, and more 
disposed to love them, than she would otherwise have been. 
Early the next morning the Indians were culled into the house ; 
Fanny was purchased, put into a tub of water, and having been 
thoroughly washed, was dressed in the clothes of the deceased 
child, and put to bed. She awoke smiling, and seemed desirous 
of repaying her mistress' kindness by her infantile prattle and 
fond caresses. Fanny could never learn for what price she 
was bought of the Indians, as her French mother declined an.- 
Bwering her questions upon that subject, telling her to be a good' 
girl, and be thankful that she was not still in their power. 

Mens, and Mad. St. Auge took a lively interest in their littte 
captive, and treated her with much tenderness and affection. 
She felt for them a filial attachment. When her parents were 
exchanged, her mother, on her return home, called upon Fanny, 
and took the child in her arms, but no instinct taught her to re- 
joice in the maternal embrace, and she fled for protection to her 
French mamma. Mrs. Noble received many presents from tho 
French lady, itnd* h^d the wMiiieAiction to see that her little 
daughter was left in affectionate hands. 
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V&nny ^as taught to call and consider Mons. and Mad. St. 
iVuge as her parents. They had her baptized by the name of 
£leanor, and educated her in the Roman Catholic religion. 
She learned her Pater Nosters, and Ave Marias, went to mas9, 
'<5rossed herself with holy water, and told her beads with great 
devotion. 

When four or five years old, she was enticed away from hei 
French parents by Wheelwright, who had been employed by the 
government of Massachusetts, to seek for captives in Canada. 
He carried her to the Three Rivers, where he had several other 
captives, and left her as he pretended with a relation of her 
French father's for a few days, when she expected to return to 
Montreal. But she had not been to the Three Rivers more 
than twenty-four hours, when the old squaw, who had sold her 
to Mad. St. Auge, came along in a sleigh accompanied by a 
young sanop, seized upon Fanny, and carried her to St. Fran- 
cois, where they kept her iibout a fortnight. She had now at- 
tained an age when she would be sensible of her misfortunes, 
and bitterly lamented her separation from her French parents. 
The Indians endeavored to pacify and please her by drawing on 
her coat or frock the figures of dcers, wolves, bears, fishes, 
■Stc. ; and once, probably to make her look as handsomely as 
themselves, they painted her cheeks in the Indian fashion, 
which very much distressed her, and the old squaw made them 
wipe oft' the paint. At one time she got away from the sav- 
ages, and sought refuge in the best looking house in the village, 
uhich belonged to a French priest, who kissed her, asked her 
niany questions, and treated her kindly, but gave her up to the 
claim of her Indian masters. While at St. Francois, her broth- 
•cr^ Joseph Noble, who had not been sold to the French, bat 
Bfill lived with the Indians, came to see her, but she had a great 
aversion to him. He was in his Indian dress, and she would 
not believe him to be a relation, or speak to him if she could 
avoid it. She was at last turned back by the Indians to Mont- 
real, and io her great satisfaction was delivered to her French 
ilfther, who rewarded the Indians for returning her. It wa3 
doubtless the expectation of much reward which induced the 
old squaw to seize her at the Three Rivers, as the Indians not 
unfrequently stole back captives, in order to extort presents for 
their return from the French gentlemen, to whom the same 
captives had before been sold. Before this time she had been 
ha&tily carried from Montreal, hurried over mountains and across 
ivaters, and concealed among flags, while those who accom* 
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panied her were evidently pursued, and in great apprehension 
of being overtaken ; but the occasion of this flight or its inci* 
dents she Avas too young to understand or distinctly to remem- 
ber, and she was unable afterwards to satisfy herself whether 
her French father conveyed her away to keep her out of the . 
reach of her natural friends, or whether she was taken by those 
friends, and afterwards re-taken as at the Three Rivers and' 
returned to Montreal. The French parents cautiously avoided 
informing her upon this subject, or upon any other which should 
remind her of her captivity, her country, her parents or her 
friends, lest she should become discontented with her situation^ 
and desirous of leaving those who had adopted her. They kept 
her secreted from her natural friends, who were in search of 
her, and evaded every question which might lead to her discov- 
ery. One day, when Mons. St. Auge and most of his family 
were at mass, she was sent with another captive to the third 
story of the house, and the domestics were required strictly to 
watch them, as it was known that some of her relations wera 
then in the place endeavoring to find her. Of this circumstance 
she was ignorant, but sh^ was displeased with her confinement^ 
and with her little companion found means to escape from their 
room and went below. While raising a cup of water to her 
mouth, she saw a man looking at her through the window, and 
stretching out his arm towards her, at the same time speaking 
a language which she could not understand. She was very 
much alarmed, threw down the water, and ran with all possible 
speed to her room. Little did she suppose that it w«is her own 
father, from whom she was flying in such fear and horror. He 
liad returned to Canada to seek those of his children who re^* 
mained there. He could hear nothing of his Fanny ; but 
watching the house, he perceived her, as was just stated, and 
joyfully stretching his arms towards her, exclaimed, '' There's 
my daughter ! O ! that's my daughter." But she retreated, and 
he could not gain admittance, for the house was guarded, and 
no stranger permitted to enter. How long he continued hover* 
ing about her is now unknown — but he left Canada without em* 
bracing her or seeiog her again. 

Her French parents put her to a boarding school attached to 
a nunnery in Montreal, where she remained several years, and 
was taught all branches of needle work, with geography, music, 
painting, &c. In the same si^hool were two Misses JohnsooSy 
who were captured at Charlestown, (No. 4) in 1754, and two 
Missef Phipps, the daughters of Mrs* Howe, who were taken at 
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HiDddRle ' In 1 755. Fanny was in school when Btrs. Howe 
came for her daughters, and long remembered the grief nnd 
lamentations of the young captives when obliged to leave thei^ 
school and mates to return to a strange, though their nativ<i 
•coHotry, and to relatives whom they had long forgotten » 

While at school in Montreal, her brother Joseph again visited 
her. He still belonged to the St. Francois tribe of Indians, and 
^as dressed remarkably fine, having forty or fifty broaches ia 
his shirt, clasps on his arm, and a great variety of knots and 
bells about his clothing. He brought his little sister Ellen, as 
she was then called, and who was then not far from seven year^ 
old, a young fawn, a basket of cranberries, and a lump of sap 
sugar. The little girl was much pleased with the fawn, and had 
«o great aversion to cranberries and sugar, but she was much 
frightened b/ the appearance of Joseph, and would receive 
nothing from his hands till at the suggestion of her friends he 
had washed the paint from his Hice and made some alteration ia 
liis dress, when she ventured to accept his oflTerings, and imme* 
*cliately run from his presence. The n<ixt day, Joseph returned 
ivith the Indians to St. Francois, but some time afterwards 
Mons. St. Auge purchased him of the savages, and dressed him 
in the French style: but he never appeared so bold and mnjestiC| 
so spirited nnd vivacious, as when arrayed in his Indian habit, 
aild associating with his Indian friends. Me however becai^ie 
moch attached to St. Auge, who put him to school; and when 
^is sister parted with him upon leaving Canada, he gave her a 
strict charge not to let it be known where he was, lest he too . 
should be obliged to leave his friends and return to the place of 
•bis birth. 

" When between 11 and 12 years of age, Fanny wat sent i4 
Ibfi school of Ursoline nuns in Qtiebeck^ to complete her edaca^ 
ti^A* Here the discipline was much more strict ond S'^leTi^ 
tban in the 9chool at Montreal. In both places the teach(^r)i 
weie called half nuns^ who not being professed, were alloited td 
go in and out at pleasure; bat at Quebeck the pupils were inf a 
great measure secluded from thfe world, being permitted MP walfit- 
ooly ia a small garden by day, and con&ned by bolts an^ b&t# 
ia their eella at night. This restrain! was irksome to Fanny. 
Sha grew duicQOteRted; and at the olose of tlio year was' pe^'^ 
fiyttedta retura to h4r French ptfents at ]M)i>iitfea}| aUd a^iiAF- 
9«ter ikm «ehool ia Ihtt city. 

m 
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While Fanny was in the nunnery, being then in her fottf^ 
teenth year, she was one day equally surprised and alarmed by 
the entrance of a stranger, who demanded her of the nuns, as a 
redeemed eaptive. Her father had employed this man, Arnold, 
to seek out his daughter and obtain her from the French, who 
bad hitherto succeeded in detaining her. Arnold was weU cal- 
culated for this employment. He was secret, subtle, resolute 
and persevering. He had been some time in the city witboul 
exciting a sunpicion of his business. He had ascertained wher» 
the captive was to he found— he had procured the neoeasary 
powers to secure her, and in his approach to the nunnery was 
accompanied by a sergeant and a file of men. The nuns were 
unwilling to deliver up their pupil, and required to know by what 
right he demanded her. Arnold convinced them that his author* 
ity was derived from the Governor, and they durst not disobey. 
They, however, prolonged the time as much as possible and 
sent word to Mens. St . Auge, hoping that be would be able ia 
some way or other to detain his adopted daughter. Arnold 
however was not to be delayed or trifled with. He sternly de» 
manded the captive by the name of Noble in the Governor** 
name, and the nuns were awed into submission. Fanny, «i^eep« 
ing and trembling, was delivered up by those who wept and 
trembled too. She accompanied Arnold to the gate of tbe 
nunnery, but the idea of leaving forever those whom she loved 
and going with a company of armed men she knew not whither, 
was too overwhelming, and she sunk upon the ground. Her 
cries and lamentations drew the people around her, and she ex* 
claimed bitterly agninst the cruelty of forcing her away, de- 
claring that she could nr>t and would not go any further as a 
prisoner with those frightful soldiers. At this time an English 
officer appeared in Hie crowd ; he reasoned with her, soothed 
her and pursuaded her to walk with him, assuring her the gbard 
should be dismissed and no injury befall her. As they passed 
by the door of Mens. St. Auge, on their way to the inn, her 
grief and exclamations were renewed, and it was with great 
difficulty thil she could be persuaded to proceed. But th^ 
guard had merely fallen back, and were too near lo prevent tk 
rescue had an attempt been made. Capt. McClure, the Eng* 
)ish officer, promised her that she slwiuld be permitted to visit 
her French parents the next day. She found them in tears, but 
they could not detain her. Mons. St. Auge gave her a hand<^ 
ful of money, and embraced her, blessed her and rushiid out <rf 
tba room. His lady auppUed her with dotbea, and their partiag 



REVOLUTIONARY OFPICERa f«$ 

wtm most affectionate and affecting. She lived to a eonsidera* 
bly advanced age, but she could never speak of this sceno 
fvithout visible and deep emotion. 

She was carried down the river to Quebeck, where she tar- 
ried a few days, and then sailed with Captain Wilson for Bos^ 
ton. She arrived at that port in July, one month before she was 
fourteen ye^rs of age. She was joyfully received by her friends, 
bat her father did not long survive her return. Aller his death 
•be resided in the family of Capt. Wilson at Boston, until she 
had acquired the English language, of which before she was 
almost entirely ignorant. She then went to Newbury and lived 
to the family of a relative of her father, where she found a 
home, and that peace to which she had long been a stranger. 
Her education had qualified her for the instruction of youth, 
and she partially devoted herself to that employment. She was 
engaged in a school at Hampton, where she formed an ac« 
quatntance with Mr. Jonathan Tihon, a gentleman. of good prop* 
erty in Kensington, whom she married about the year 1776. 
He died in 1798. In 1801, she married Mr. John Shute of 
New-Market, and lived in the villagiB of Newfields in that towa 
ijU her death, in September, 1819. She was much respected 
end esteemed in life, and her death was, as her life had been, 
that of a christian. 



tM 9f the offictn in the three Conlinenlal BaUalimiB raked 

in NtW'Hampahire^ in 1776. 

FIRST BATTALION 

Joseph Ci]ley,Nottingham, coUmeL 
' George Beid, Londonderry, heuUiumi colonel. 
Jerry Giiman, Plaistow, major. 
Caleb Stark, Derryfield, adjulmU, 
Benjamin Kimball, Plaistow, paymaeier. 
Patrick Cogan, Durham^ quarter moMter, 
John Hale, Hollis, eurgeon. 
Jonathan Pooler, Hollis, $urgeon*$ molt. 
Samuel Cotton, Litchfield, chaplaint 

Companits. 
1. Isaac Fi^rwell, Charlestown, copied; James Taggari, 
Peterborough, lieutenant ; Jeremiah Pritehard, Naw*Ipewidi| fti 
do. ; Jooalban Willard, Charlestowoi eneign. 
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3. Jftion Wait, Alstead, captain; P«leg WillmmB, ChirtoHtdWli^^ 
Heulenant ; WUitam Bradford, Amherst, ^d do. ; Joseph LaW'> 
rence, Walpole, emign, 

' 9« Amos EmerauQ, Cheater, ca'fiakxk f Jonathan Emeraon, 
Dunstable, UetftematU y William Lee^ Lyiibeborough, 2d dfi. '^ 
Suneon Morrill, Chester, emign, 

4. Amos Morrill, Epsom, caplainj Nathaniel M'Caulcj, Litch* 
tifHily IktUeuanL \ Barzillai Iiow> HilUhurough, 2d do.; David 
Itfudget, GihnantoQ, tmign. 

5. Ebcnezer Frye, Pembroke, ctqflain ; Jubn Hoorc, jao«- 
Pembroke, lienleneml j Asa Senter, LoDdoa4erry,2<{€2c^; Joabu» 
Xbomson, Londonderry, ensign, 

6. John House, Hanover, capiain ; James Gould, Cocker- 
mouth, /tett/e»:i»/,' Daniel Clap, Hanover, 2(2 cb.; Thomas JBlaka, 
I#ebanon, ensigti^ 

1. Nathaniel Hutchtns Hopktnton, captM ; Simon Saortol', 
Gbarie8tow.n, lieutenant ; William Hutcbins, Weare, 2d do,^ 
Samuel Sweat, Kingston, ensign, 

8. William Scott, Peterborough, captain ; Moody Diastii^^ 
Lileh&oM, lieniemml ; Joeiah. Munroe, Amberst, Sif <{a ; iVaaoia 
ClMUidMaet, Qitebeck, tniign. 

SECOND BATTALION. 

Nathan Hale, Rindge, colonel, 
Winborn Adams,«Durham, lieutenant eobnet, 
Benjamin Titcomb, Dover, major. 
William Elliot, Exeter, adjtUant. 
Jerry Fogg, Kens^ington, paymaster^ 
llichard Brown, Unity, quarter-maskr, 
"Wilfiam Parker, jun. Exeter, surgeon^ 
Peletiah Warren, Berwick, surgeon'^s tnate^ 
Augustus Hibbard, Ctaremont, chaplain* 

CampanieSk. 

1. James Norris, Eppiftg, captitin ; John Colecrd, N^w-Mar- 
ket, lieutenant ; James Nkbeht, Bfentwood, ^ r/o.; JOBrah Me^ 
loon, Sandown, emigii. 

2. John Drew, Harrington, ei^^Ain ; 1VtfliamWa)l«^^ North- 
wood, lieutenant } Dttvid Gtltaan, RliyDftottd, ^d ^.; William M. 
Bell, New-Castle, eniij^. 

3. James Carr, SomerantrofHs^ captain ; Samuel Cherry, 
h^n^v^enyf iieukenitm ; PeiaMi W^ilteilate^ N«iir4|8wiv:&i. 
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' 4. Frederick M. Bell, Dover^captain ; Thomas Hardj, Fel« 
lam, licvienaTU ; Ebenezer Light, Exetor, ^ do.; tsmmvtti 
Adams, Durham, emign. 

6. Caleh''Robin«oii, Exeter, obtain ; Moses DusHn, Candiai 
kiuiiiumt , Michael Hott, Newtown, 2d do. ; Luke Woodbury^ 
Salem, €nsi}^n. 

6. WtUiam Rowel, Epping, eoptain ; Enoch Chaae, Do?er, 
Keulenant } Benjamin Ntite, Rochester, ^2d do,; Joshua MirroW| 
Rochester, efisign. 

1, Elijah Clayes, Fitzwilliam, captain ; Samuel Bradford, 
Amherst, lieutenant ; Joseph Potter, Fitzwilliam, 2<i do. ; Wm. 
Taggart, Hillsborough, ensign, 

8. Samuel Blodget, GofTslown, captain ; James Crombie, 
Rindge, lieutenant ; Noah Robinson, Exeter, 2d do, ; David 
Fors)^the, Chester, ensign. 

THIRD BATTALIOr/. 

Alexander Scammel, Durham, colonel. 
Andrew Colburn, Marlborough, lieid. colonel* 
Henry Dearborn, Nottingham, majm\ 
Nicholas Gilman, Exeter, adjutant. 
William Weeks, jun. Greenland, paymaster. 
James Blanchard, Dunstable, qftarter-maitut* 
Ivory Hovey, Berwick, surgeon* 

— — , surgeon^s mate. 

Nathaniel Porter, New-Durham, chaplain. 

Companies. 

I. Isaac Frye, Wilton, captain ; William Hawkins, Wiltott,> 
lieutenant ; Ezekicl Goodale, Temple, 2d do. ; Samuel Leman^ 
Aoliis, ensign. 

2; Richard Weare, Hampton Falls, captain ; James Wedg'-t 
wood, Northampton, lientenanl ; Thomas Simpson, Haverhill^ 
3d cfo. f Nathaniel Leavitt, Hampton, ensign. 

3. VV illiam Ellis, Reene, cap/am ; Eben Fletcher^ Chester- 
field, lieulena7it ; Benjamin Ellis, Kecne, 2d do. ; Joseph Facy^ 
Walpole, eii*t*». 

4. Zaehariab Beivl, Povlsmmitfh, eapUm ; Nathaniel Oilman^, 
New^Market, liemlmmni ,- John Denott, Portsmouth, 2d do* ;' Jih 
seph Boynton, Stratham, ensign., 

5. Michael M'Clary, Epnom, captain ; Andrew M'GafTey, 
£psom, lieutenant ; Joseph Hilton, Deerfield, 2d do. ; Dudley 
Otase, Strathttm, timgn. 



IM ANCIENT DOCUMENT. 

6* Dtniel Lirermore, Concord, eapimm ; David MVSrafotiB^ 
Londonderry, HeulenmU ; Amos Coburn, Chesterfield, 3d do. j[ 
Nathan Hoit, Moultonborough, €n$ign. 

7. Benjamin Stone, Atkinson, captain ; Boojaiiitn HidccoXi 
Campton, liemUmmt ; Amos Webster, Plymouth, Sddo. ; Joahua 
Eaton, Gofistowo, tmign, 

8. James Gray, Epsom, capiain ; Joseph Huntoon, Kings- 
Ion, lietiienatU ; Adna Penninian, Moultonborough, 2d da. ; Joa«t 
athan Cass, Eppiog, ent^. 



ASSOClAXIOir Ilf XVCW-HAMPSRIRV, TO STAITD BY TBC rJIOTXSTAlfT 

succESsiOiS — 1697. 

Whereas there has been a horrid and detestable conspiracy 
formed and carried on by the papists and other wicked and 
traitorous persons, for assassinating his Majesty's royal person^ 
in order to encourage an invasion from Franco on England, to 
aubvcrt our religion, laws and liberty—- Wee, whose ncmes are 
hereunto subscribed, do heartily, sincerely and solemnly profess, 
testify and declare — that his present Majesty King William is 
rightfull and lawful! King of the Realms of England, Scotland 
and Ireland, and that neither the late King James nor the 
pretended Prince of Wales, nor any other person hath any 
right whatsoever to the same. And we do mutually promise 
and engage to stand by and assist each other to the utmost of 
our power in the support and defence of his Majesty's most 
•acred person and government, against the late King James and 
all bia adherents. And in case his Miye^ty come to any Violent 
or untimely death (which God forbid !) we do hereby further 
freely and unanimously oblige ourselves to unite, associate and 
•(and by each other in revenging the same upon his enemiea 
fnd their adherents, and in aupporting and defending the auo* 
m of the Crown according to aa mot SMde in the first yaac 



LUDKMAN'S PROPHBCT. 



XtT 



•f the reign of King William and Queen Mary, entitled ** aa 
act declaring the rights and libertiea of the aubjecty and aettlisg 
the succession of the Crown.** 

Signed 14th lOmo. 1697. 



John Plaisiedy 
Samtul Z^atUif 
John JRcctman, 
David LavanSf 
John HaUf ' 
Hiomai ChtiUy^ 
Richard Jonct, 
TTuodore ^^ Vinson, 
J(An TuckCf 
rrUHm Pahidgt, U. Chp. 



WUiiam Vaugphmt^ 
Richard TValdroHf 
John Usher, Ij. Gov. 
Nath. Fi-yer, 
Peter Coffuif 
Robert Elliot j 
Shadrack TVatdfon, 
Samuel Dow^ 
John Hatch. 



LontMAxV's pROFBEtir.— Between sixty and seventy years 
Hgo, there flourised in Holland a famous physician of the name 
of Ludeman,who was much admired as a prodigy of learning; but^ 
like many others before him, he had become a devotee of judi*. 
eial astrology^ and made that study the principal business of 
bis life. His predictions were in general very little regarded ; 
the fuilowing, however, respecting America, is a subject of cu- 
riosity among the Hollanders. It was written in 1757, when the( 
war between Great-Britain and France had broken out. 

** Your Independence, O lovely America f will be a steady 
coonterbaianee to the fierce commotions of the old world ; tbte 
»a triumph of glory which is reserved to you alone. My friende^ 
the plane ts, who are the silent patrons of your dominion, appear 
attentive to the continuance of yoor prospeiity i natnrelljr no 
MBjkfcrtunea iospcad ea yoor bead^ the env/ of avitf icioua aalioaa 
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INDIAN SAOACITY. 



•aly excepted. Regard not these : you will rather lire to se^ 
tbem ruined and broken, than to experience a period in which 
.they can be detrimental to you.^' 



INDIAN SAGACITY. 

At (he mouth of Baker's river, in the town &f Plymoutli, the 
Indians hnd a setlement, where have been found Indian proves, 
l>ones, gtin-harrels, stone mortars, pestles tind other utensils in 
use among them. In this place, it is said they were attacked by 
Capt. Baker, (from whom the river derived its name,) and a 
party from Haverhill, Mass. who defeated them, killed a ntirDber^ 
and destroyed a largo quantity of fur. There is a story 
respecting an expedition of Capt. Baker, which if correct, and 
we see no reason to doubt its correctness, shews The sagacity of 
Indians — A friendly Indian had accompanied Capt. B. in his 
expedition, and from the moven>cnt of the sav.*igcs, was satisfi- 
ed that they had sent to Winnepisiogcc or Pequawkett ponds 
for aid. lie assured Capt. B. of the fact, and told him what 
they did must be done immediately ; that they had iretter make 
their escape or ihcy would be overpowered by numbers and be de- 
stroyed. And on Iheir march down the river Pemigewasset, he 
urged them not to stop, telling them they would be pursued. 
But when they reached the brook at Salisbury village, the men 
were so fatigued that they said they must stop and refresh them- 
selves. The Indian told them to build each one a fire and cut 
several sticks a piece to broil their meat on, to burn the end of 
«iich as though thus used, and stick them into the ground, and 
then proceed as soon as possible. It was but a very short time 
after they had set out before the Indians came to the place where 
they had refresiied, and counting the fires and number of sticks, 
said the English were too strog for them^ and gave Up the pursuit* 
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A Topographical and Historical Account of Peiefhorcugh^ 
J^. H. — By Rev. Elijah Dunbar, A* M* Honorary 
Member of the Jfew^York Historical Society* 

Peterborough ii^ situated ih latitude 43* 52' N. bound« 
ed N. by Hancock and Greenfield, E» by Greenfield and 
Temple, S. by Sharon, and W. by Jaffrey and Dublin. It 
lies mid-way between Amherst and Keene, being 20 
miles distant from each— from Porti^motith 7d, from Bos*> 
ton 60, from Concord 40, and from Washington-City 510. 
The town was granted by Massachusetts by their re- 
solves of the 1 em January and 16th of June, 1738, dur^ 
ing the administration of his Excellency Jonathan Belch* 
er, to Samuel Haywood and other proprietors, on the 
usual conditions. The actual survey was completed May 
21st, of the same year, on the plan of 6 miles iSquare« 

The first settlement took place as early as 1 742, by 
William Robbe, Alesiander Scott, Hugh Gregg, William 
Scott, and Samuel Stinson.* Some of these had brought 
their families into the settlement, but they were compel- 
led to retire in 1744, on occasion of the war which then 
commenced and did not terminate till 1748. They re- 
turned after an absence of 5 years. A large accession of 
Settlers from Lunenburgh, Londonderry and other places 
soon joined thorn. The first child baptized in this town 
was, Catharine, daughter of Hugh Grcc^g, the now aged 
and venerable mother of Gov. James Miller, in 1 743. The 
first mak 4:hild bom here was John Ritchie, Feb. 24 
1751, who died in the service of bis country at ' Cam 
bridge, in 1776. The first settlers of Peterborough were 
Scotch Presbyterians, natives of Ireland or their imme- 
diate descendants. Wholly unused to the clearing and 
cultivation of wild lands, they endured great hardships 
Their nearest grist mill was at Townsend, 25 miles dii 

*Thq|iiu Morruon coramencd hi* Mttkment in 1744. 

17 ' 
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tant — their road a line of marked trees. There were W9 
settlements on this aide Kccne or Amherst, and from Pe-- 
terborough to Canada was a continued forest. To sleep 
in safety, they r,esorted to a log garrison — but, happily, 
were never disturbed by the natives. The woods were 
filled with deer and •bther game; the river stored with 
salmon and other fish. 

Peterborough lies in a N. E. dk-ection from the Gran^, 
Monadnock, and is bounded on* the east by a chain of 
hills called Pack Monadnock. The river Contoocook 
runs in a northerly direction through the centre of the 

. town, feiffording several good privileges for mills and fac- 
tories. A branch from Dublin, originating partly from 
waters near the Monadnock and partly from a large pond 
in the S. E. corner of Nelson and the S. W. corner of 
Hancock, affords a never failing supply of water, and fur- 
pisjies those noble falls on which are situated several fac- 
tories, and particularly the long known mills and facto- 
ries of the Hon. Samuel Smith. There are extensive and 
valuable meadows on this branch, above these falls } and 
the soil, generally throughout the towuy is excellent. In 
its natural state, the forests in the vicinity of the southern 
branch were composed of large and lofty pines — the 
hills, on the east, crowned with majestic oats, and the in- 
termediate lands principally clothed with hard wood and 
other valuable timber. 

In the centre of the town, is a high hill on which 
stands the present and where stood the first meeting- 
house, at an elevation of 200 feet above the river. The 
chain of hills on the east is distinguished by two princi- 
pal summits. Between these summits is a depres- 
sion of a quarter part of the mountain's height. ■ About 

. 60 rods W. of the ridge or summit of this depression, on 
an embenchment of the mountain, is a pond of about 9 
acr^s extent, very de^p and replenished with fish, 'at an 
elevation of 200 feet above the site of the meeting house. 
There is- ^Iso anotbier pond near the foot of the southern 
summit of -3i3 acres which contains no fish, and from 
whichyduringthQ dry season,, there, is no visible outlet, 
frhe southern summit terminates abruptly at the southern 
extremity with marks of violent disruption, forming what 
is termed the Notch in the J^ountdiri* The county road 
passes through this aperture. The hill rises again in 
Sharon, 5, and the cl^ain, with some depressions and varia- 
ticwtts, continues for several miles. There are rocks, in 
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^several places, which afford indications of sulphur, and 
crumble, on being exposed to the action of the sun $ind 
air. Iron ore of an excellent quality has been discovered 
^ — but, as yet, in small quantities. 

Besides the medicinal plants,; eommpn here, when a 
new settlement, but now seldom seen, Cphiish,, Ginseng, 
{panaoc irifolium) &c. there is found here in a singular 
•piece of meadow which, nearly overspreads a pond, of 
about an acre's extent, large quantities of a rare and val- 
uable plant, or root, called Budc Bean^ (menyanthes.) 
"This pond or meadow is surrounded on all sides by sand 
hills and pines — and the depth of ftit water has never 
%een ascertained. • 

The surface of the town being much varied with hiirs, 
vales, meadows, great swells of land, brooks and rivuletsj 
-while the larger streams are broken by falls atid' rapid 
in their course-^the air and waters are pure ; the irihabi- 
tants remarkably healthy ; no sweeping sickness has ev- 
er been experienced to any considerable extents The first 
-settlers generally attained to more than eighty years—* 
•several to almost an hundred — ^nd it is supposed there 
are now living here more than thirty pei'isdns whose ages 
•would average "75 years. . / .. ' ' 

The oldest on the catalogue of longevity (except the 
'late Mrs.Oinningham who deceased in her '99th year) 
is Mr. John Morrifon^ who died June 14,' 1776, in the 
^8th year of hisage. Mr. Morrison retained his facultie^ 
*till within a short fime of his death. He was remarkar 
tly intelligent and his memory 'very retentive. He, with 
his parentsrand family, were 5h- the 'Cifj/, and his age 10— 
years, at the famous siege of Londbn^erry. The tryin'^ 
•scenes he witnessed in yoiit^h, a peculiar native elo- 
quence, his pleasing urbanity -bf manners, venera;ble age 
and correctness *8[nd respectability of character, re:ndered 
'his society interesting and instructvvei To this day*, a 
^strong traditionary impression df the liorrors of that ^^ 
and of the happy cQnsequences 'of the victory of tn 
Boyne^ (1690,) inspires a deep hatred of religious "bigotry 
-and endears the memory of William 8rf; who on that me- 
morable day, when Schomberg had fallen at his side, led 
the army to battle and bravely expbsed his person to 
the storm df war. Nothing material occurred ta iilterrupt 
the prosperity of lie settlement, after the return of the 
settlers in 1 749 titt the war of 1755. Several of the 
young men in this place, were then enlisted^ m Rogers' 
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compapj ofRangerSf On the tSth March, 1758, aixot 
this number fell in one unfortunate moment, by an Iii<|ian 
ambuscade, near Lake George ; viz. John Stewart, Rob- 
ert M'Nee, John Dinsmoor, Charles M'Coy, David Wal- 
lace and William Wilson. Alexander Robbe and Samu- 
el Cunningham, afterwards captains in the militia, alon# 
escaped of this brave, but unfortunate band* The loss 
of so many young men in an infant settlement was very» 
sensibly and severely felt. But k is a master equally re- 
markable, that during the revolutionary war, out of th^ 
]iumbers,who occupied,occa^ionallv,the post of danger or 
were enlisted in the service, though several perished by 
sickness, not one died in battle. No less than 17 froi^t 
this place were present at the battle of Bunker's hill, and 
35 at Bennington^ 

The town of Peterborough was incorporated in 1760, 
From the first settlement the people were occasionally 
supplied wijth preaching by ministers belonging to the 
Presbytery and by neighboring Congregational clergy? 
men* A ri^sbyterian minister by the name of Johnston 
came with the first settlers and tarried with them about a 
year. Another by the name of Harvey supplied the desk 
tor a time. Rev* John Morrison, the ni*st settled minisievyi 
WE^s born at Pathjbot \n Scothnd^ May 22, 1 743 ; gradua- 
ted at Edinburgh, Feb. 1 765 ; arrived at Boston in May^ 
the same ye^r, and was ordained at Peterborqi^h Nov. 
S6, 1766* He relinquished his connection with this soiv 
jci^ty in March, |772 — ^visited South Carolina, returned, 
Idii^dthe army at Cambridge in 177d ai^d immediately 
lafler the Bunker hill battle went over to the King's army 
in Bpston and died at Charleston, S. C, Dec. 10, 17^2. 
Kev. David Annan v the second settled mifiister, was born 
at Cupar of Fife in Scotland, ApriV 4, 1754, came to A- 
a^aerica in youth, was ^ucated at New-Brunswiek Col- 
lege, N. J., was ordaiqed. for PeterborpugjhL and at the call 
jpf Ae people here by the Presbytery which met at Wal- 
J^ill, N. J« Oct. 1778, 8^nd was disntbsed from his pastopral 
connection with this society, at his own request, by the 
Preabytery of Londonderry at their June session here, i|i 
1792, in the 14th year of his n^iivistry. Aiter preaching 
in various places he returned to visit his relatives in Scot- 
land in 1801, passed over to Ireland and died therein 
1802. The church embodied in tho congregational order 
and ordained their present minister, Oct. 23, 1 79$. 

A sQi^ QttQ^r haft #ver since remaiae^ wh9 pr^^ 
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the pr^sbyteriao mode* The^ congregational churchy 
animated by a spirit of conciliation and desirous* to ac« 
commodate their brethren, have ever been in the habit of 
communing with them once a year in their mode ; and 
the J have always, hitherto, contributed to the regular su- 
port of the congregational worship ; attending, usually, 
on public services. The professors of the standing or- 
der, including the Presbyterians, constitute a church of 
about 200 members. Till of late years, there were no 
sectarians in this place. A small Baptist society has 
been formed, of which scarcely a solitary indi\ idua| 
was born here. They may amount to 16 persons. None 
have excused themselves from the support of publick wor- ' 
ship as Methodii»ts or Universalists* Mr. John Ferguson 
commenced the first school, taught in this place, about the 
year 1751. Spelling books had not then been introdu** 
ced. Besides the Bil>le, the school- books were these—- 
the primer, the psalter and the testament. Mr. Fer- 
guson was the town clerk, was much respected and con* 
tinned his usefiil labours till his decease, May 3, 1 769, in 
liis 66th year. ' . 

The firdt-representative of Peterborough was deacoa 
Samuel Moore, elected in 1775. William Smith, £sq» 
was delegated to the Provincial Congress in 1774. The 
^entlemei^ first separated to the office of deaeons or rul^ 
ins elders were William M'Nee, JtVilliam Smitht^Esq. Sam^ 
vel Moore and Samuel Mitcbel. These all adorned their 
profession 'and died in faith. They were consecrated by 
Hev. Robert Annan of Boston, in 1778. The gentleman 
first commissioned here as justice of the peace was Hugh 
Wilson, Esq. a respectable magistrate. The late vener* 
able William Smith, Esq. sustained this office with repur 
tation for many years. His squ, the lat^ highly respect* 
ed and muok lamented John Smith, Esq. long filled the 
seat of justice — ^was many years the representative and 
officiated as a ruling elder ; a man of great benevolencet 
liberal and enlarged views, singular integrity and un* 
common penistration. Peterborough h^s produced a 
goodly number to adorn the bench, the bar and tbe.puU 
pit^^the legislature, the hall of Congpess and the chair of 
state. And heroism has Nourished bedre as in its native 
:)soil. It might be tnyidiousto speak oi living merit — let 
a raemofial of departed worth be exhibited. We barely 
mention the brave Coii Andrew Todd, distinguished in 
ifae wars of 1744 and 1765, ^as be re^dt'd tidl near the 
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close of life at Londonderry and made this place the re- 
treat of his old age, and his dormitory. Suffice it to say, 
he entered deeply into the feelings of our revolutionary 
patriots and gave this as his parting charge to a grandson 
marching to Bennington — "Never turn your back to the 
enemies of your country." The taper of life now glim- 
mered in the socket, and he expired Sept. 15, 1777, in 
his 80th year. Capt. William Scott, son of Alexander 
Scott, one of the first settlere, was bom at Townsend, 
Mass. in May, 1 743. He was noted not only for milita- 
ry enterprize but for his success in the forest — his victo^ 
ries over the bear and the catamount. ^ In 1758 and 1759 
he was a soldier in the war in Canada. He was a Lieut, 
in the battle of Bunker Hill in the regiment commanded 
by Col. (afterwards Gen.) Stark. H^ had gone oh the 
prece^ng night with the first party to throw vip the en* 
trcnchments. He was severely wounded by a shot 
which fractured Iris leg soon after the first landing of the 
enemy. He fought resolutely till the retreat — when, be- 
iiigone of the last who attempted to leave the ground, he 
received four additional wounds and fell. He was cap- 
tured, conveyed to Boston,*and lodged in the jail — where 
the severity of his sufferings were, in some degree, altevi- 
uted by the friendly offices of the Rev. Mr. ]!lforfison,and 
he eventually recovered — though the other wounded offi- 
cers, his compAnions, died — was taken to Halifax on the 
evacuation of Boston, 17th March, 1776, and* was there 
rigorously confined till the 19th June, when, by undeiv 
taiimng the prison, he with seveifl^ others escaped, and on 
19th of August arrived at Bos^. Havmg joined his 
regiment at New- York, he was in Fort Washington at its 
surrender, Nov. 16, 1776, and was the only person who 
^sc'^ped. The enemy did not take possession of the fort 
till tne next morning. In the night he swam the Hudson, 
there^ mile in width, notwithstanding the season and the 
distance. ' 

Lieut. Scott received a captain's commission Jan. 1st, 
1 777, in Col. Henley's regiment, Massachusetts line, af- 
terwards Col. Henry Jackion's. Bufgoyne was how 
making a rapid progress in the North, while Capt. Scott 
was at Boston on the recruiting service. He repaired to 
the pest of danger as a volunteer, aad contributed his ser- 
vices on that interesting occasion towards those happy 
results so ardently desired, so gloriously realized. 

He was with Gen. Sulliran at the battle on Rhode- 
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Island and served in the army with his two sons 4ill he 
resigned in 1781 ; and entered on the naval service o» 
board the Dane frigate and served in that and other ships 
Ofwar till the peace. His son David died in. the 6th 
year of his service ; the other* still survives. 

In 1792, Capt. Scott's courage and humanity were se- 
verely tested in a most perilous conjuncture, thus narrated 
in the Tie ws from Philadelphia under date of July 2d. 

" Yesterday at half past three o'clock, commenced a 
most tremendous hurricane which lasted 15 minutes." 
The writer after describing the scene m general terms 
proceeds to state — ^dL boat from this city to the Jersey 
shore was overset within 50 rods of Cooper's wharf. 
There were in the boat Capt. Scott, Mr. Blake, his wife 
and four small children, a young woman and Mr. Beiis ; 
in all 9 persons— none of whom could swim but Capt. 
Scott. The captain, by the most astonishing and praise- 
worthy exertions, was able, providentially, to save them 
all. He swam ashore with one child hanging round his 
neck and one to each arm, and he returned to the boat 
amidst the boisterous waves raging in a furious and 
frightful manner and brought the others who had with 
dnuch difficulty held by the boat, safe to the land." 

In 1 793, he had an appointment in the suite of Gen. 
Lincoln and the other commissioners who went to settle a 
treaty with the six nations of Indians at or near Sandus- 
ky — when his health was impaired. In 1796, he was 
connected with a party in surveying lands on the Black 
river, near Lake Erie and in the vicinity of the smaller 
lakes. This party was attacked by the lake fever and 
the captain returned with a division of the sick to Port 
Stanwix. Finding it difficult to procure any to go back 
after the sick persons left behind in the wilaerness, he de- 
ternalined to go himself — ^though strongly dissuaded by 
the physician who aflSrmed that he could not return alive. 
Capt. Scott replied, " I think I shall — but if not, my life 
is no better than theirs." He succeeded in his benevo- 
lent attempt, but died On the 10th day after his return at 
Litchfield, N. Y. Sept. 19, 1796^ in his 54th year. 

Lieut. William Robbe, 7th son of William Robbe and 
Agnes Patterson, his wife, was born at Sudbury, Mass. 
November 22, 1 730, and came with his father and family 
to Peterborough when he was 10 or 12 years of age. 

- "'John Scott, E8q« \rho has kindly furnished tbese facts. 
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His mVhcr had supposed herself cured in her youth of 
the King^s Evil by a man reputed to be a seventh son, who 
traversed Ireland, as it was said, at his majesty's ex- 

{)ence, and performed, it was believed, the most marvel- 
ous cures in that obstinate disorder, by gently rubbing 
the diseased person in the throat with bis naked hand^ 
and, instead of taking a reward, bestowing a piece of sil- 
ver. The first fruit of Mrs. Robbe's marriage was a 
daughter — ^then seven sons in succession — then another 
daughter. Mrs. Robbe fully believed her son William*, 
by tne circumstances of his birth, endued with the power 
of curmg the King's Evil. She was a woman of most ex- 
cellent and amiably spirit, and once put her life to the ut« 
most hazard by applying her mouth to the wound on the 
leg of a young man, produced by the bite of a venomous 
serpent, and sucking out the poison. The young man 
was saved and lived to be a great blessing and ornament 
to society — and she escaped uninjured. She charged 
her son to attend gratuitously on all who should apply to 
him for relief and to give each a piece of silver. Lieut. 
Robbe nev^r refused his assistance to iny who applied — ' 
but the applications becoming numerous and frequent, 
occasioned no small expence of time and money. At 
Jcngth, he determined to remove to a more retired situa- 
tion, and had actually removed his goods to a house and 
farm he had purchased at Stoddar(f— then a new settle- 
ment. On the first night after his arrival, the house from 
some unknown cause, took fire and consumed his proper- 
ty — and the misfortunes he sustained in regard to his cat- 
tie and crops soon induced him ta return and resume his 
former course of incessant trouble and expence. He 
met with no more misfortunes, always enjoyed a comforta- 
ble support and lived to a good old age. He was a man 
of a very amiable, disinterested disposition, of modest, 
unassuming manners and of inflexible uprightness. — 
When questioned as to his supposed extraordinary pow- 
ers, though he acknowledged the undeniable effects which 
in many c£^ses almost immediately followed the applica- 
tion of his hand, he would by no means pretend to assign 
the reason — saying that ' he knew no more about it than 
others.' It was stated by the late Dr. John Yoiing, an emi- 
nent practitioner m meaicine, in Peterborough, for more 
than 40 years — that infant children afflicted with scrofu- 
lous affections and tumours — ^too obstinate to yield to 
medical siid, did receive an almost immediately percepti* 
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%ledhd an eifecUiai relief by an application to#Lteuti 
jRobbe. The cause, he observed, he could not assign, 
but he could testify in the negafirc that the age of the pa-* 
tients rendered it Certain that the effect did hot proceed 
from aiiy influence on their imaginations. 

Full of days, in full possession of his mental powers — • 
4n patient and pious submission to the will of God, this tru- 
ly excellent and worthy man sunk slowly and gradually 
into the grs^ve. And after he was uniable to lift his feebfe 
iiands, they Were guided by others to give the healing ap- 
plication to the unhappy victims of disease. It would re- 
quire a volume to record the extraordinai*y cures which 
have been ascribed to his instrumentality. He died uni- 
versally respected and lamented June 8, 1815, m the 85th 
yearof his Age. 

A case of supposed demoniacal agency and possession 
occurred here 52 years ago, which astonished the divines 
6f that day ; and a tale niight be told not inferidr to the nar- 
ratives in Mather's Magnalia, or the more recent state- 
ments in Southey^s life of Wesley. But the memoir of 
Lieut. Robbe contains as much of the marvellous as will 
be swallowed by modei*n credulity. Well attested facte 
aire stubborn things ; individuals, however, arc left to 
make their own inferences. Some will side with Gro- 
tius and Dr. Mather ; — bthers with Rev. Hugh Farm^ 
and Dr. Priestley. 

The general character of the inhabitants of Peterbd- 
rough is that of enterprize, industry and intelligence* 
intemperance and the grosser vices are scarcely known^ 
and there is not an individual here whd professes to dis- 
believe the christian religion. The principal village is 
situated between the great bridge and the bridge over the 
western branch, and in the immediate viciftlty ; within 
the compass of half a mile. Here dre situated 3 cottoB 
factories, including Mr. Smith's extensive establishment, 
£is cotton factory, oil mill, fulling mill and paper manu- 
factory. His mansion, on the eastern side of the main 
river, commands a pleasing view of the principal build- 
ings. Two miles south ai*e situated a cotton factory and 
a woolleq factory. About the same distance nortn, an* 
(jther cott<m factory. Besides these, there are, on the 
Various streams^ several grist and saw mills. 

The publick buildings are the congregational meeting 
house, six school houses and a small baptist meeting 
kouse« 
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The Social liibrary contains a handsome selection ^ 
well ckosen books* 

The Peterborough Bible Society was established Oct. 
Sd, itl4, and is not connected with any other Society* 
John Smith, Esq« held the office of President, till his 
.death, Atig:. 7, 182K This ofBce is now filled by the 
Hon. Samuel Smith. To the funds of this society^ an un# 
solicited and unexpected do([iation was fi^eneroaslr pre- 
sented in 1 8 1 5, by his Honour William Phillips, uq. Lt< 
Governor of Mqi^sachosetts. 

NOTES. 

J^oie top* 13S. 

Tho fo1!owb|^ is a Mst of the srraduatet from Peterboroogb at 
Ui^ several Colleg^es, siDce 178 :. 

Hon. Jeremiah Smith-— late Chief Justice and GoTercor. 
* Hon. James Wilson— late M. C. 

Hon. John Wilson— late M.C. from Maine. 

JoFse Smith, M. D. Professor at Cincinnati, Ohio. * 

Reuhen D. Mubsevt M. D. Professor at Hanover. 

Rev. Messrs. Walter Little, William Ritchie, James Porter ani 
Ibseph Biacket. 

Aftomies or students at law— Stephen Mitcliel« Msn Stnart, 
Ckarles J. Stuart, Jonatbaa Smith, James Wilson, jun. and 4 yonn; 
gentlemen by tbe name of Steele.-~Amasa Eldes, preceptoi* of the 
Ao^lemy, New4psvrich..^CharIes White, a yoani^ man of superior 
talents, designed for the ministrj, died at sea in returning, from 
Mow-OHeaDS, 

Jfott^p. 133. 

The fonowiof is a list of the soldiers from Feteiiwroiigb ia tho 
jwar of 1756. . 

In t755. * James Turner, Samuel Wallace, William Swan. 

To 1756. Tiiomas Cimnmgham, Samuel Ci»nninf^ham. 

In 1767. Charles M*Coy,Jt2hn Stuart, David Wallace, William 
Wilson, Robert M'Nee, John Dinsmoor, (slain 13th March }7&S) 
^ Aleicander Robbe, Samuel Cunningham, (escaped) Alexander &cott» 
Thomas Cunningham, fnot in battle.) 

In 17&8. Wiiiiam Scott, ^Jeremiah Swan^ Samuel Stinson, Alex* 
ander bcelt. 

In J 759. Robert Wikon, Daniel Allat, John Taggart, WUliam 
Scott, George M^Leod. 

In 1760. . Samuel Oregjt) John Taprgart, Samuel Cunningham, 
Willism Cfinningham, Meor-StinsoD', Henry Ferguson, John Sivan, 
William Scott^ Sokmion Tumor. Jiobo Taroer, ^John Hqgr«^David 
Scott. N. B The two last broke out, in returning, with the Small 
pox and died at home. HThe others asterized died in Camp. 

JList of soldiers from Peterborough at Bunker bill, 17th June, 
1775. Capt. Wm. 8«>tt, Lieut. *Wm. Scotl, *Gsorge M^Leod^ 
Janes Haokley, ^Fohn Grabam, Da? id ScoU, James Scoit, Thomas 
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ficott, David Robbe, ^Randal M'Alester, John Tag^art, Samvel 
MitcHel, Thoroas Mormon, David AUat, Thomas Greea, Joseph 
^eoderson, Richard Gilchrist. N. B. Those aslerized were iFound* 
•d.«->En8i^n Williana Cochran, John Swan and Jonathan Barnet 
were on duty, but not in the iiattle -^Rev. Mr. Morrison remiiined 
in camp and excused himself from accompanyiop^ bis friends, alleg^' 
ing* that the lock of bis gfiin was so injured as to be useless. Shortly 
"dfter, he passed over to Boston. M^Alester and Green were se- 
verely woooded. Green, in a fainting^ and almost expiring' state. 
Was saved by Ins friend Gilchrist, who transported biin on his back 
from Bunker hill.to Medford. 

Soldiers from Peterboioii^b in the revoluttonarv war. 

1776. > t Cambridge, S6B n75.Nov. for do.(6'weekfi) 16. 177^. 
(for 3 years, and during thewar)Jui!e, for Ticondfroga, U; 1776. 
Aor. for New- York, 7. 177«. Dec for do. 9, 1777. May, for Ti- 
cofidero^ 8. • 

At BenuingtoB Battle the soldiers from Peterborough and New* 
Ipswich (onne^ a coiDpany under the comlnand of CapU ■ 

of New-Ipswich, and Lieut. S muel Cunningham of Peterborough. 
Several miles from the main army, they fell into an ambushment of 
tones. Cunningham's coolness and consul •mate address supplied 
the want of numbers and of an equal, open contest. With the voice 
of a lion he called on one of the oiBoers to bring up a body of SOO 
men to flank the enemy. The tories fled, left behind them their 
baggage and plunder-^and an open, unmolested road to tlie army.. 
In thin encounter Hon. Jeremiah Smith, tlien a private, and several 
others were wounded. 

1777. Capture of Burgroyne, 25* 177a At Rhode-Ieland, Id, 
None of these died in battle. A number died vf the diseases of 

tke camp and the fatigues of war. Of these* 4 perished at Cam«* 
bridge, and 3detaclied/rom Cambridge to Canada, on the retreat 
-mibseqaent to the fall of Montgomery. 

J^Otetop. 136. 
This occurred at Lnnenburgb, Mass. Peterborough, libe Ireland, 
•oatains no venomous repnies» 

VOTIC ^T TH£ XDITOKS* 

.From a petition for an act of incorporation, dated Oct. $1, 17Sd, 
in the .Secretary's office, signed by Tjiioroac Murrisoo, Jonathas 
Morrison, and Thomas Cunningham, inhabitants of Peterborough,, 
it appears that that town was settled several ) ears earlier thao the 
date of its first settlement giVen in the preceding acconnt. The 
petitioners say ** that about the year of onr JLterd 1739, a Dumber of 
persons in consequence of a grant of a tract of land had and obtajo- 
ed from the Great and General Court or Assembly of the Province 
of Massachusetts Bay by Samuel Hayifood and others, granting to 
them' the tract of land on certain conditions of settlement, in pur- 
aiiance whereof, a number of people went on to said land end be- 
1^ a settlement though then Yery^ far from any other inhabitants.^' 
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f|1ie petitionen farther say ^ we htiTe contiooed iocreasiqg' sioce tb# 
year, 1739, except some timet «vheD we left said township fur f^ar 
(if beings destroyed by the enemy wbo several times droye ys froiq 
pur settleiqeoti soon after we beg^aq, Aiu} almost rqiqed laaoy of 
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Rev. Elijah Fletcher was the the second Congregation^ 
al minister in Hopkinton, and of five who have beet^ 
regularly indircted into office in that town^s the only one. 
who has died ip theministrv, — He was son of Mr, Timo- 
Othy Fletcher, of Westford, Mass, who was a descendant 
from William Fletcher, onp pf the first inhabitants of 
Chelmsford, where he settled ip 1653, and was one of the 
first selectmen chosen in that place. It is thought that he^ 
was a native of England ; that ^fter coming to this country 
he resided ^ short tinje at Concopd, from whence it seems 
he went to Chelmsford, The mother of Rev. ' Mr^ 
Fletcher, was Bridget Richardson, born April 23, 1726, 
daughter of Capt. Zachariah Richardson of Chelipsford. 
yrho diqd March 22, 1 776, aged 80. Capt, R. was gran4 
son ol Capt. Josigih Richardson, another of the first settlers, 
pf Chelmsford, a man qf distinctiop and >vorth, who died 
July 22, 1695. 

Mr> Fletcher received his education at Harvard Col- 
lege, where he graduated in 1 769.-^He prepared hims^tf 
for the Ministry and was ordai^e* at Hopkinton, Janua-r 
ry 27, 1773. His ministerial course was not of long du- 
rSition.— He died April 8, 1 786, aged 39. Mr. FletcHct 
was a good scholar and was esteemed an able preacher. 
We have never met with any of Ws publications, except- 
ing a volume of Hymns and Spiritual Songs composed 
by his mother, to which he perfixed a preface, and 
at the earnest solfcitations of her fi'iends published ia 
the year 1 774. The hymns contained in this vol, 
ume, of which very few copies are to be found, were 
written without^ any view to publication, and caa 
claim no reputation for their poetical merits, but may b^ 
recommended for th^ir ardent piety and devotional feet 
ing. • 
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4 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

or TBS 

HONORABLE JOSIAH BARTLETT, 

One of the Dekga^tes who signed the Declaration of Indt^ 

pendence^ and the first Governor of JfeTo^Hampshire. 

JosiAH Bartlett was a native of Amesbury in Massa-' 
phusetts, where he was born in NoveiLber, 1 729, Hii? 
ancestors were of Norman Qrigin, and came to England 
with William, Duke of Normandy, afterwards King of 
England, and settled in the south of that island. A 
branch of this family came to America during the 17th 
century, and settled at Beverly in Massachusetts. The 
great grand father of Governor Bartlett, whose name 
was John, lived in Beverly atid had several sons, one of 
whom, named Richard, came and settled at Newbury. 
He had eight son$ and two daughters. Stephen, his fifth 
son, settled in Amesbury, Ms. His wife, tne mother of 
Gov. B. was a Webster. Stephen Bartlett had five sot\s 
and one daughter, of whom Josiab, who is the subject of 
this memoir, was the fourth son. The whole feimily 
were esteemed for good sense, for their regular and mor- 
al deportment and quick perceptioB. 

Josiah was early put to learn the rudiments of the Lat-r 
in and Greek languages, which he did with considerable 
rapidity, having a quick perception and tenacious memo^ 
ry. At the age of 16, he was placed with a Doctor Ord* 
way of the town, and a distant relation, to commence the 
study of physic. At that time, it was customary for the 
inhabitants of the colonies to adopt the customs^ of the 
parent country so far as their means would admit ; one of 
which was, th^t students in medicine should study from 
five to seven years with a physician before they could be 
considered (^lifiedf to practice for themselves. The 
preparatory custom deviated from the English through 
necessity. Mr. Bartlett soon exhausted Dr. Ordway'f 
scanty Ubrary, ah(d was obliged to have recourse to the 
libraries of neightforing gentfe^en, among whom was the 
Rev. Dr. Webster^ acn able and learned ^vine, who waa; 
settled at Salisbury, Ms. a few miles dktant from his fh- 
ther^ residence. Mr* Webster, who was a distant mater- 
nal relation, watagentteman of geod understanding, and 
tt^er^kl niiid, aod possessed a valuable library of choice 
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books for those'd^ys $ and when he became acqiiaittte<t. 
with Mr. B. was highly attached to him, generously gave 
him the loan of his library, gave him much information 
on literary subjects and formed a lasting friendship which 
ceased only with life. 

The Bartlett family were puritans ; in their religious 
creeds, calvinistic, the prevailing doctrine among the dis« 
senters both in England and America. Mr. Bartlett 
while young entertained doubts of the correctness of 
these principles, and during a greater part of his life, wa» 
a bekever m the free agency and moral accountability 
of man. 

When Dr. Bartlett had completed his medical educa- 
tion in 1750, at the aee of 21, he commenced the practice 
of his profession at Kingston. He took lodgings with 
the Rev. Joseph Secombe, a pious and well informed 
minister, who was then settled in Kingston, havine a de* 
cent library, with many valuable books, to which he al» 
ways had free access. He came to Kingston in the year 
1750. In the year 1752, he was taken siek with a fever 
which would have proved fatal to him had not his own 
reason counteracted the hackneyed modes of his attend*^ 
ant physician. After the fever had extended to a length 
approaching a crisis, his strength much exhausted by a 
warm and stimulating regimen, added to seclusion froxxk 
the air and the violence of a severe fever — his physician 
pronounced his disorder fatal, and he probably would 
have died; bu;. that night he prevailed upon two young" 
men who watched with him to draw a quart of cider and 
give It to him as he should direct. They at first peremp* 
torily declined, as being contrary to medical orders and 
from fear of being accessaries to his death. His argu* 
ments and importunities however prevailed : he took 
about half a tea-cup full at a time, at intervals through 
the night ; each draught cooled the fevsr, invigorated his 
-body, calmed the sensorial perturbations and made him 
evidently better ; so that in the morning the powers of 
mature became so revived as to throw out a plentiful per* 
spiration, and checked the fever, to the great joy or all 
concerned. - Ever after this event, Dr. B. was a great ob- 
server of nature in all diseases and never was bound to. 
dojjraatical medical rules in prescribing for his patients. 
Having emancipated his mind from the trammels of arbi- 
trary rules he founded his practice upon the details of na- 
ture and experience— readily perceiving the love of Deity 
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to &I1 hi9 vrcfks i in giving to the mind a benifieent pleas- 
ure in goodrtess^directed by conscience and reason ; and to 
the body the vis medicatrix nutura^ instead of traditionsb* 
ry rules. With these principles, Dr. B* began his ca- 
reer ot public usefulness, Accurately discriminating be- 
tween error and truth. He soon became popular as a 
physician, and secured a large share of practice both lu- 
crative and honorable to himself, af)d highly use^l to the 
people. Dr. B. first discovered that the Peruvian bark v 
was so highly useful in curing the canker, or avgina ma^ 
ligna tonsillaris^ which then rnged for the second or third 
time since its first commencement at Kingston, and which 
he discovered to be a highly putrid instead of infammetO' 
Ttf disease, as the physicians had before believed it to be^ 
and fatally treated it as such. 

Early in the spring of 1735 a distemper originated in 
Kingston, which eluded all the powers of the physician* 
of that period. It was called the throat distemper, and 
was said to originate with a man by the name of Clough, 
who in April of that year had a swine taken sick with a 
complaint in its throat and died. lAn Clough skinned 
the hog and opened it. Soon after he was taken sick 
with a complaint in his throat, and died suddenly. Ear- 
ly in May the same year two children of Deac. Elkii^s 
were taken with the cynanche maligna and died suddenly; 
Immediately after some children of a Mr. Webster died 
with it. From these points it soon spread every way 
ranging through most of the families, not according to tht 
effiects of contagion or qualities of soil, but to appearan- 
ces entirely fortuitous, until most of the families lost near* 
ly all their children under ten years of age. * The dis- 
ease was so suddenly mortal that death often took place 
in twelve hours from the attack. It is related of children 
that while sitting up at play they would fall and expire 
with their play things in their hands. A family by tht 
name of Abbot had three children buried in one grave: 
many others had two, and some lost all their children of 
four or five. This disease was as fatal as the plague in 
-warm climates^, with equal distress to the families. It 
appeared to be entirely new, and not understood, at 
though in some ancient authors a similar disease has been 
coentioned. The depleting and antiphlogistic course of 
practice was pursued with almost invariable death, and 
all physicians were entirely at a loss for a successfiil 
jaetbod of cure. This disease at that time^ like the qpoH- 
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ted feTer since, possessed its greatest virulenee at its fiMI 
appearance. In 1754 and 65, after Dr. Bartietc came iih 
to Kingstown, the disease again made ks appearance, but 
with less malignity. He at first followed the accustomed 
antiphl(^istic course with like ill success* He then de^ 
voted much attention to the nature of the complaint and 
became well satisfied that antiseptics would be useful. 
Soon after one of his own children was taken sick — ^upon 
whom he tried the experiment of using the Peruvian bark 
with a happy results He afterwards made use of the 
«ame remedy toother children with li&e good effects. 

Dr. Bartlett, from his integrity and dcdston of char^ 
Jicter, wassooa designated as a magistrate, and sustained 
various offices from the lowest to the highest. He was al- 
so appointed by Gov. John Wentworth to the command 
of a regim^at oi militia, where he discharged his duties 
with much prottiptness and fidelity. 

In the year 1 766, Col* Btrtlett began his poKtical ca- 
reer, as representative for the town of Kingston in the le- 
gislature of this then province, Benning Wentwoftk 
being at that time Grovernor, who viras succeeded 
ai 1 767, by Gov. John Wentworlh. Co!. B. hav-* 
Jmg his prindfdes well grounded upon truth,' justit^F 
Und philanthropy, and having no traits of sjrcophancy or' 
fielfish aml»ti6n in his charactef, was surprised at the 
mef«cenary views ajsd actions of the Royal Governor, and 
itoore especially so to find a majority of the legislature^ 
«ubservient to his will. Thfe rendered his seat rather un* 
ideasant. Being himself a stem republican, devoted tof 
the good of his countiy and people, he was obliged to 'act 
in many cases in opposition to royal pcdicy, and be in & 
€maU minonky, votmg against unjust violations of right^ 
and usurpatimis altogether unwarrantable. 
' Thefoarmer Governor (Benning Wentworth) had grant- 
ed charters for a number of towns, reserving some of the 
best rights for himself, and other ^ood tracts for the ben- 
efit of the Episcopal Church. The new Governor re- 
granted seTeral towns which his predecessor had before 
chartered, and granted new towns interfering wi A the for^^ 
mer grants, taking especial care to^make large reserva- 
ti€>ns of the best lands for himself. Against such conduct 
there were many compJaints from the injured, their 
IHends and most othere who approved of rectitude in ptrt> 
iidk dealings. Most of thte people were puritans in senti^ 
joent, aad ^liked thegrasts to the Cburcii oiEKnghad^ 
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iiaivm^ raspicions that by artifice the British govern- 
ment intended to establish that kind of religion in this 
country. This produ(U:d jealousies and collisions between 
•the Goveirnor and his party, and the patriots and ihjured 
people ; in which Col. Bartlett took an active part, in the 
.then minority. A little antecedent to this time,' there were 
jealousies between the British niinistry aiid the peo{)le of 
the colonies, which arose chiefly from the rapid popula- 
tion and lax governoient of the provinces^ As this colo* 
ny was partly settled by privaite colonization societies, 
for the sake of speculation, and partly from mdividtiSLl 
adventurers, who emigrated from personal consideration! 
—•the British government paid but little attention to them; 
neither did it aid or protect them according to the ex« 
pectatiohs of the settlers. Fot> this cause, the settlers 
were under the necessity of associating themselves at first 
under a government of their own, for mutual protection 
and accommodation; afterwards, when they b^ami 
more populous, their government and laws were either di- 
rectly or indirectly sanctioned by the parent government. 
The progressive growth of the colonies Was propitious to, 
tnd laid the seeds fbr, a future independence. 
. The ostensible cause of the mutual bickerings between 
ihe mother country and her American colonies, was thaf 
she had been at great expence in can'ying on the war in 
Nova Scotia and Canada in the y^ar 1 760, and ihati the 
colonies ought to be taxed to help repay the general 
expense ; consequently, they imposed the famous stamp 
\ax so memorable in the annals of those times« This tax 
was resisted by the colonies ; the stamp officers were 
burnt in effigy, their characters defamed^ their persons in- 
sulted, and so many obstacles appeared, that the parlia- 
ment of Great^Britain repealed the act in 1766. The 
colonies justified their resii^tance upon the ground that they 
were arbitrarily taxed, utirepresented and not consulted; 
that they had fornished their quota of men and propor- 
tion of the expence of that war ; that they were the great- 
est suffierers ; that they had furniiihed troops at their own 
expence who were sent tO'reduce Cuba and make con- 
quests for .the English, where most of them perished, 
without any« advantage to themselves; that they were 
forced to protect themselves against the hostility of the 
Indians in their early settlements, without assistance from 
England, when most needed; and .now, when able to pro- 
tect their^own territories, England officiously pretended 
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to aid them while they were making their own conquests^. 
They said that they were willing to tax themselves in ail 
just cases for the comraon benefit of both countries ; or 
even to submit to taxes not lened ,by a common pariia^ 
mcnt, where they could be represejated : but that taxes 
imposed by the British Government without their having 
any voice in it, or even being consulted, were af bitrary, 
unjust,, and |^t only to be borpe by slaves, and wMcb, as 
.Engli^liiTkcn, they were bound U> resist* 

'Jhe JBritish King (Geo. HL) was too muchun^r the in- 
fluence of his minifitersi His aged tutor. Lord Bute, was 
ijien alive, and possessed his early tyrannical principles* 
Lord North was at the head of the ministry, a large ma- 

rity of whom were of the same unyielding principles as 
yord Bute. The consequence was a renewal ctthe taxes, 
and in 1772 duties were imposed on tea used in Ameri- 
ca. Their merchants sent out vast cargoes of teas that 
the duties might be collected ; and pedlers were ein*^ 
.ployed to distribute it throughout the country towns in 
New-England. The tea tax was resisted as well as the 
stamp tax. In Boston, a number of itien dressed and 
disguised as Indians, went in the night on board oi soma 
of the tea ships and destroyed 342 chests of tea. la 
Kingston, a pedlar by the name of Graham, supposed td 
i)e an Englishman, arrived in the spring of 1 774y ^Id tea 
in man V houses,, and in many more gave it away in smalt 
quantities to the women privately. When their husbands 
and others discovered it, and found he lodged that night 
at a tavern, they a^embled and surrounded the house^. 
i^rhile the pedler, to avoid their fury, leaped from a win- 
dow and ran about half a mile into a thick swamp. They 
secured all his tea, caught him the next day, collected 
what tQa he had sold or given away, placed it altogether 
under aft elsa near the t^avern, set it on fire in presence of 
^ a larg« concourse of spectators, and the pedler was 
constrained to witness the conflagration of this taxable* 
commodity, under repeated huzzas of "- liberty and no 
taxes," while the tree was diabbed with, the name of Lib^ 
cr/y ireev Graham Was glad to make good his escnrpefrom 
the fury of ;the populace, who had, however, done him 
BO other injury than to frighten him severJy for his te- 
merity. These anecdotes shew the height of popmlkr er*^ 
thusiasm against what were considered the unjustifiable 
measures of the British ministry. 

Gov. John. Wentworth^ sdon After his appointm«iit, fihd-. 
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3ng Dr« Bartlett to be ain influential member of the assem- 
bly, appcmted him a justice of the peace ; but lie was not 
toisealiimediVomlmiduty and principles by exeeulive- 
baiibies, forat the J'Une cession in 1768, he I'csolately op* 
posed the grant call^ for by the Governor. 

The c^irrent of discord between Eriglahd and America 
continioed flowing with increased strength until the year 
1T74 ; and continued bickerings between th^ Assembly* 
and theOoveiiior gave -constant accessions to the minori" 
ty^ To prevent tlieir becoming a majority, the Grovernor 
issued a numdamns and called three Or four df bis firm 
friends into the house, amongst whom Was a Col. Trenton* 
This gentlenaan was bold and overbearing in the House, 
so much so that he disgusted many of the wavering mem* 
bers. This political manoeuvre highly exasperated th€ 
assembly lagainst the Governor, and 'Jrenton had to beal^ 
no dntallsfaare of their vengeance. A succession of^ eV^ 
entB c6ntinued by impositions and resistance until publick 
afi'ttirsiappeared alarming. Dr. B. was a constant an4 
active member — private meetings of the leaders of tb€ 
^ppo^lion iwere beld, *at which some of ihe people at- 
tended. Dr; Bartlettj Dr. '1 hontpson, a member frooi 
Dover, Col* •GiddiiH^e and Col. Nathaniel Fojsom, from 
•Sscetefv were the principal leaders in th^ house. A conf 
initt^e-'ofioorrespondencewas chosen, wh'o corresponded 
^'ith a like commiltee fn Massachusetts. A general <!on- 
gressiof all the colonics wilo would join was proposed, to 
cbnsalliupon measures to 'be taken, and was agreed to by 
fijanyjof the tstates.M They were tom^ef at' Philadelphia 
;in Sept.* 1774. A commit tee iof safety was appointed, of 
which Col. Weare Was chosen Pt'csideht, and Cc9. 
• Thompson^ Secrirtary.' 'In the ^ring -of 1774, the con- 
gress at Exieter met- and elected Dr. Sar'tlett and Joftn 
JRickeFing, Esq. a lawyer ^ IV>rtBmot^th. He declined 
'th* appointment* Dr. B. having lost his house by fire, 
^also deeljined. Col. Foteon:i and Gen. Sallivan wwe then 
^pf^olnu^, who attended. v 

TFttoKing's message to ^hc 'ParliameTrt on the 7th hi 
iddaroh ;. 4he Boston Port'Biil of 51«t of March ; t'l>e New- 
£iiglattd Rirt Bill of April ISth ; the arrival of Cren. 
.<Sage with troops $nd ' military steres, May 13th, and Ms 
'prasci^QiafioD, 39lh of June '1^74 — ^ere 3dl-portentou5*>of 
•gr»at«rejrt5 to ftht Aralerican colonies; Although the 
ipBople^adbeen 6iR^r-ed to hardsbipy ^nd nursed in the 

cradle of alarms ; although adversity w^as their compan- 
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ion, and danger their constant inmate, yet when a war 
with their parent country was in full glare upon their 
minds, a tremulous thrill of fear damped tketr ardent 
enthusiasm, until the shedding of American blood, re* 
kindled their indignation* 

Many could not withstand such obvious precursors of 
a civil war ; and this formed a line of demancation, which 
^divided the people into two classes. ' Those whoae patri* 
otism and resolution were equal to meet the threatened 
storm, were termed Whigs ; those whose fears overpow- 
^ed tneir reason, or whose sentiments were more favora- 
ble to monarchy, or where interest or ambition led them 
to esiK>use the cause of England, were called Tories, and' 
were watched with suspicious vigilance by the W higs» 
The continual collisions between the Governor and As- 
sembly caused the former to prorogue them frequently 
until the next year 1 775, when it became manife&t from 
%he obstinacy of the Parliament qf Great Britain ^nd 
the royal Governors, that either a civil war or sub* 
mission to slavery must take place. 
. In February, 1775, Dr. Bactlett received a letter from 
the clerk of the court of common pleas under Governor 
Wentworth, notifying hin^ that his name was erased from 
the Commission of the Peace for the county of Rocking- 
ham ; also another of the same date from the Deputy 
.Secretary, nottfyipg him that the Governor with advice 
of counsel bad dismi9sed him from his command in the 
militia. CoU Thompson and several other leaders, of ^he 
Whigs were also politely honored in the same: way •— 
This year imposed arduous duties upon the committee of 
safety, several of whom, and among th^ rest Col. Bartlett, 
.belonged to the Colonial Assembly ,in which a strong ma- 
jority had become opposed to Gov. Wentworth. He pro- 
rogued the Hquse— dissolved them— sent for a new ont 
— ^prorogued them-r-and the difficulty with Trenton was 
$uch, that his house was assailed by the pqinilace at 
Portsmouth, demanding Trenton, who bad resorted thei« 
for protection — a cannon was brought and placed before 
it, and they both took refuge on board the Fowey man 
pf war, Ijring in the harbor. Dr. Bartlett and hb com- 
peers had a constant and double duty to perform in the 
Assembly-'-as Committee of Safety, and in the prorai- 
cial Congress, called at Exeter. They were, however, 
9Pon relievecl frpm the fonaier, wh?Q Gov^ Wentworth fwft 
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his secretary to the assembly antJ dissolved them — ^this 
being the lalfet official act of royalty in New-Hampshire. 
' In September, 1776, Col. Bartlett was appointed to 
command a rerimcnt by the Provincial Congress, of 
which Matthew Thornton was president. The committee 
of safety wer6 continued by choice of the Provincial 
Congress, and had full executive and legislative powers 
granted them in the recess of this congress. They plan- 
ned a re^organisation of the State ; framed an oath of at* 
legtance, and required all to take it ; those who refus- 
ed, were confined until they did. This oath was called 
in pleasantry the " Ckeuaux defristJ*^ 

In the summer of 1775, Col. Kartlettwas chosen a del- 
egate to the Continental Congress, and repaired to Phila- 
delphia in September. He remained there until March, 
when he returned home, and after a short stay returned to 
Pfailadelpbia again, where be remained until the 17th of 
May. Col. Bartlett's task was arduous and fatiguing* 
Congress met at 9, A. M. and sat till 4, P. M., them dined. 
He was afterwards on committee till 8, 9 and 10 o'clock 
in th«» evening. The increasing prospect of untried 
events, in whicn their lives, their femiJies, and estates 
were put to the hazard — the death of their late valuable- 
Presiaent — ^the death of Gen. Montgomery — the ravages 
of the infuriated enemy— their unjustifiable destruction of 
an iiinocent people, together with the thoughts of his dis- 
tant family, who were not* in an eligible situation in con* 
sequence of his recent loss by fire ; all conspired to de- 
press his mitid* He however sustained these cares with 
a consciousness of the justice of his cause,and a reliance on 
the goodness of thf Supreme disposer of all events, which ^ 
connrnied his perseverance in duty. 

In July, 1 776^, Congress declared the Independence of 
America. This subject had been some time in agitation, 
and freely discussed in Congress. The British partizans 
in Philadelphia endeavoured to influence the members 
against it, and some of them opposed it with moderation ; 
Imt the more firm and zealous patriots urged it warmly 
aiid used every argument for it. They finally found they 
could carry a majority on the first of July. It was, how- 
ever, discussed every day until the fourth, to obtain as 
unanimous a vote as possible ; when on that day they 
thought proper to take the vote, beginning with the north- 
ernmost state, or New-Hampshire. Col. Bartiett's name 
was firstfcalled, who answered in the affirmative. The 
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other states were then called in Ti^tion until tbey ceme 
to Gc orgia. The Presidervt of Congress, Jokn Hancock^ 
first signed the declaration, aod Col. Bartlett next: — he 
btiiior the first who voted for, and first after the PresidetBt 
who signed it. 

In the spring of the year 1776, the French g^verorajent 
deputed an a^ent to coatract a friendly alliffciMg^. with the 
struggling colonies, which was formed, and pw>v<5d of the 

freatest benefit to this country. I'he brave Marquis de la 
ayette and other distinguished Frenchmen joiJi<^«l our 
armies in 1778, and contributed their Sfcrvices to the cause 
of freedom. Lrirge supplies of arms and ammunition were 
soon received, and the heroick ge^iiqs erf the coantry was 
invigorated and supported. These supplies from Franco 
and the frieodly spirit of h^r gover-nment towards* this 
country, brought on high-toned reoionstrances fr6m the 
British governrapnt, which finally resulted in open hostil- 
ities between England and France, in 1778* 

Col. Bartlett returned , from Congress in 1 776, worn 
d€)WQ Witt) fajtiguesand ill health, >and did not again at- 
tend their fittings until 1 778. In thameantime, however, 
he was engaged in other pijiblick duties at home, apd alp^ 
in providing tar the fpr^es qf the intrepid St^rk ^t Ben- 
nington — ^ius troops-ibeing .salply under the c^e^olof 
New-Hampshire^* 

In May, 1778, Col. Bartlett again attended as a dele- 
gatQ ^t Congress, which .sat .at Yorktown, the enemy 
then pccupying Philadelphia. He went in company 
with Mr. Jotin Weijiworth,^who was 60 unweU that he 
could not long attend Qongreis, and returned thejirst of 
August. After th^ enemy evacuate^ PWUdelphia, Con- 
fess adjourned to meet there again the first of July* 
The 4ekgatcs dispersed from Yorktown at different 
times and ip different companies, at their coavenienc^* 
.Col.B. -set off with his servant pnly with him, ii^ttt fee- 
ing "a wood of considerable space thi*pagh which tbey 
were obliged Co pass. This wood was infected with a 
^nd of robbers, -s^pposet} to be about twenty m numfeer, 
who plundered all that travelleVi through M* At 9)K^h 
times of violence, people, who had baen driven fSrom their 
homes and ^occupations by the, movemeots of cojtiten^iitng 
^ipies, resorted to like violence, upoii the Av^eary tjwwet 
ler, to obtain subsistence ; or perhaps 6<Mp^ f^^glt^ ^tQ- 

♦See Life of Stark, p, 62 of this work. 
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ties,- who we#e then called "cow-boVs,*' rtiight compose 
this hsmd* When tBey had ai^rireaat thd tav^rh liear 
the wood, and stopped to refresh themselves and horses, . 
tfcey wet* 6 informed that it was dangerous to pa5.s alone ; 
ffc?kt the rbbbers were very active about that time, and 
delated afl ane( dote of the paymaster of the army, who 
foojt^a large quantity of paper mori^y frofti Torktown ^ 
ieM weeks before to the army under Gen. Washington* 
This gentleman was* an officer in the army ; he was alone, 
and on ajjproaching the wood he learned the active spirit 
and supposed nomber of the robbers. Finding it would 
rtot be safe for him to attempt to pass in his j)rcs-' 
eht charaeter, he put oflF his military uniform and every 
apj!)eararice of rank ; took ah old shabby lookirg horse, 
saddle, bridle and farmer's saddle bags, in which he stow- 
ed his money, and also a Quakcf hat dnd drr ?s, without 
any side arms, and set off on a country Quaker's jog.^ 
When he had arrived at i certain pSirt of the forest he 
was met by two of the band, who accosted him ^ith the 
salutation of "stop— deliver P' He saw others around at a 
distance in the wood ; his pi'esencie 6f mind and equanimi^ 
ty were equal to the fa§k, and assuming the Quaker air 
And seriousness,he told th^m that he had not much money; 
but that if they had a better right t6 it than himself and 
family, they might take it; he then spoke cf religious and 
moral duties, atth6 same time taking from his pocket 3 
•few small silver and copper pieces which he offered to 
tliem. They were so completely deceived by this ma* 
nceuvre that one observed to the other,'* he was * a poor 
^aker, not worth robbing,' and they let him pass on 
Without touching his money. ♦ He saluted them with a 
** farewell," andwerit on in his old jog, passed tbrough 
and carried his money safely to the army. 
' While Col. B. and his attendant were refrtiihing them-^ 
selves, several more delegates, with theil* servants, came 
in. They all prepared* their side arnlS^and setting off to* 
gether, passed without any interruption .r 

When they arrived at Philadelphiia,fhey found great al- 
terfttions made by the enemy in that city, and among oth*» 
er thiiigs,they disccvered the arts the British were taking 
%y sway the opinions of the Ajtierirans and lead them by 
their credulity and vanity, as well as to force them by 
physical power^ into subjugation. They had tried a pre* 
fended spirit of reconciliation, in the year 1 776, hy Lords 
WxTKt and Clinton, w'hcn Congress deputed tk* Franklin, 
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Mr* Adams, and Mr* Rutledge to meet tbem* Their iiw 
tention at that time was more tb lessen the enthusiasm of 
the populace in favour of liberty, and bias their sentiments 
agamst the revolutionary principles, than to come to 
an equitable accommodation. They tried to impose upon 
the credulity of the Americans through the medium of a 
paper printed in New-York, commonly known among the 
Wnigs at that time by the name of " nivington Zofing Ga» 
ztitu^^ which was spread as wic^ely as possible, and at** 
tempts made to induce American printers to copy from 
it through the medium of the tories. They had tried the 
venality of the leading citizens andpublick officers, as in* 
stanced in Gen. Arnold. They now tried the force of 
fashion among the vain and weaker part of the commuai* 
ty. , Publick sentiment in all communities, and also man* 
ners and customs, are swayed by the ideal tyrant, Fash- 
ion. We, as colonies, were nurtiu-ed under this imag-> 
inary phantom, emanating from the parent country and 
contmually changing. Since the non-intercourse with Eng- 
land our customary habits had remained nearly the same, 
except a few changes recommended by the government 
as to tea, to mourning, and to domestic manufactured 
cloth. But after the British troops entered Philadelphia, 
the ladies attendant on their army, taught thjs American 
ladies there the use of high head-dresses, crape cushions, 
and other extravagant' ies of London fashions. When 
the British evacuated the city, the ladies of the tory fam- 
ilies always appeared with their fashionable apparatus, 
while the gentlemen had dismissed their small round 
hats and substituted the large three cornered cocked hats. 
These customs began to ffain upon the other citizens. To 
check their progress, and ridicule the custom, some oi 
the citizens dressed a negro wench in the full costume of 
loyaj ladies, sent her to the place of resort where the 
fashionables met, and seated her in the most conspicuous 

Elace ; afterward they carried her through the city in all 
er costume, to the great chagrin of the aevotees of the 
visionary divinity. Notwithstandmg this, the fashion 
prevailed and became general throughout America for a 
time. 

Soon after Congress returned to Philadelphia, tha 
French ambassador made his entree and was acknowledgi* 
<^d and received as such by the American Congress. He 
was polite, affable and quite amicable, paying his Tisit* 
^i friendship to the delegation of each state successively. 
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4nd requesting a diplomatick visit frdm all the delegates 
together. A short time after, two private gentlemen, a Prus* 
sian and a Spaniard, came to reside near the American 
court. They did not appear as ambassadors, but were con- 
sidered as such incognito^ f6r they kept up a correspon- 
dence with their respective courts. They were very friend- 
ly and treated our authorities with niuch pgliteness and 
fespect. In October following, news reached Philadel* 
phia of war being declared between France and England* 

In November, CoL Bartlett returned home in order to 
Uttend to his domestick concern^, which had suffered great* 
\y\ throufijh the want of his care and attention. In 1 779, 
he was appointed chiel justice of the common pleas* la 
1780, he was appointed muster ndaster to muster the 
troops then raising for three years and during the war. 
In 1 782, on the resignation of Judge Thornton, he was 
appointed a justice of the stiperior courts which office he 
held Until he was appointed chief justice in 1788. 

In 1733, the British ministry recognized the independ-^ 
cnce of the North American colonies, after about eight 
vears ineffectual struggle to subjugate them. They had 
Teamed the invincible powers of a virtuous, hardy people, 
of sound republican principles, able to withstand the 
dangers of war with its privations, as well as the seduc- 
tions of vanity, vice and luxury — who were led by a 
band of patriots of real Roman greatness, formed in plain 
virtue and pure love of liberty. 

In 1787, the convention assembled at Netv-York to de- 
vise a plan for the eovernment of the confederation. At 
this conventioh, altnough many of the old patriots were 
delegates, there were several younger ones who had not 
formed their opinions wholly under the revolutionary 
school, and many systems of a general stable form of gov- 
ernment were proposed. Some were for modifying the 
government supported by force, some would, establish 
checks and balances, and some would have i^ support- 
ed only by the publick opinion. This latter opinibn pre* 
vailed, and all the aristocratick principles ef the former 
were discarded, such as titles, long durations in office, &c# 
This plan of government, proposed by the • convention, 
was finally adopted by all the states and began its opera- 
tion in 1 789. Col. Bartlett was an active meml^r of the 
convention for adopting it in 1788; and was chosen a 
senator to congress with Cof« Langdon in 1789. This 

20 
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office he Reclined acceptingi through the infirmities of 

The Hon. Josiah Bartlett was elected President of New- 
Hampshire in June, 1 790. In this office, he continued until 
June, 1793 ; when he was elected the first governor of 
the state* In this office, as in all others, his duties were 
promptly and faithfully discharged. He was a ruler, in 
whom the wise placed confidence, and of whom even the 
captious could nnd nothing to complain* 

In 1 794, Governor Bartlett retired from the chair ot 
Chief Magist'^ate of the state. On the 29th of January^ 
he addressed the following letter to the Legislature, t( 
their winter session of 1 793 — 4. 

^ Oenilemen of the Legislaiure^ 

After having served the publick for a number oC 
years to the best of my abilities in the various offices ta 
which I have had* the honor to be af^inted, I think it 
proper before your adioumment to signify to you, and 
through you to my fellow citizens at large that I now 
iind myself so far advanced in life, that it will be expe* 
^ent for me at the cTose of the session to retire from th» 
cares and fatigues of publick business, to the rep#Se of a 
private life, jwith a grateful sense of the repeated marka 
of trust and confidence that my fellow citizens have re- 
used in me, and with my best wishes for the future 
jSeace and prosperity of the State. 

I am, gentlemen^ your most obedient 
and very humble servant, 

JOSIAH BARTLETT> 
** To the President of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Represent' 
atives^ to be corifwmnicaiedJ^^ 

On the nineteenth of May, 1795, this distinguished p^t* 
riot paid the debt of nature, being in the 65th year of 
b^s age. The following just description of his character 
is extracted from the sermon preached at his interment^ 
by the Rev. Dr.^ Thavef^ ^ His mird was quick apd 
penetrating, bis memory tenacious, his judgment soufid 
jknd perspective: his natural temper was open, humane 
and coQ^assionate. In all his dealings, he was scrtipu^ 
lously just, and faithiul in the perfortn^nCe of all bis en** 
gagements, l^hese shinmg talents, accompanied with 
listingijiMied probity, early in life recommended him to 
the esteem and conndence of his fellow citizens. But 
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few persons, by their 6wn merits without the (nfluence of 
family or party coaaecUons, have risen from one degree 
of honor and confidence to another, as he did ; and feWf^. 
er still have been the instances, in which a succession of 
honorable and important offices even to the highest, hav4) 
been held by any man with less envy ; or executed with. 
more general approbation." 

The wife of Governor Bartlett, was a lady of Kingston, 
ef the name of Bartleti. She was a woman of excellent 
character, and an ornament to society; She died in 
1789, six years previous to the death of Gov. B. The 
sons of Gov. Bartlett are distinguished among our most 
eminent citizens. From one of them (the Hon. Li&vt 
Bartlett, ol Kingston) we have received the material^ 
for the above notice of a man, whom the citizens of Newf 
Hampshire will ever revere as the undaunted advofeetf 
^f their liberties, and the patron of their institutions. 



BiOQRAPmCAL SKETCH 

OF THE 

HONORABLE JOHN DUDLEY. 

It has been lately reported that a gentleman in Mas- 
sachusetts, of the name of Dudley, is heir ^t law of the 
Earldom of Leicester : and some very sage estimates of 
the value of his inheritance have appeared in pur new> 
papers. 

There have been Dudleys in this country, who would 
.not exchange the titles and privileges of an Americsui 
citizen, for the brightest coronet that glitters in Europi : 
and we trust there are many of that name still among u)s, 
who prefer the title of a/r«fl»^an to that of a lordy and 
would rather till the soil pf a republick, thap cringe in the 
courts of Icings, or rule in a court of their own« 

To those who are well read in the history of England, 
it is unnecessary to say, that much of ifinocent blood has 
,been sjbed tJi^e on the scaffold , or that mmy beads ai^d 
hearts loath^^me in ^uilt and black with pouutiqn, have 
,been sevei^ed ^t ithe mck" T^.^eYi^r^rqtl^ Du^Ujey s 
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hare bowed tq the axe of the executioner U therefore neft 
tfaer evidence of their Worth or vilenessi of their infamy 
or honor* 

Edward Dudley was of " a good family and eloquent '^ 
he was a lawyer and prri'y counsellor to Henry Vil# 
and speaker of the House of Commons in 1505. He re» 
tained the favour of his sovereign to the last, and was of 
eminent service to him in the accumulation of his wealth* 
Henry VIII* inherited his father^s treasures, but not his 
father's friendships \ and among the earliest acts of his 
reign, was that of sending Dudley to the scaffold* . • 

John, the son of Edward Dudley, was, in the roign of 
Edward VI. made Earl of Warwick, and, in ld5l,T)uke 
of Northumborland* He fell in the vain attempt to raise 
bis d^ughter4n4aw, the lady Jane Grey, wife of lord Guifc 
ford Dudley, to the throne, as successor of Edward, and 
was beheaded by order of Queen Mary, February 23^ 
li54. 

Sir Robert Dudley, son of the Duke of Northumber- 
land, was a favorite of Queen Elizabeth, by whom in 
1 56*4, he was made Baron of Denbigh and Earl of Leices- 
ter. But he survived the favour of his royal mistresay 
and died in retirement in 1588* 

Gov. Thomas Dudley, who came with the first settlers 
of Massachusetts to this country, in 1630, waa, according 
to tradition, a descendant and probably a great grandson 
of the Duke of Northumberland* He was an honest, en- 
ergetick, goo4 man, of whom Dot a little has been said ; 
but much more should be known of him ; and we cannot 
but iodulge a hope that even now, after a lapse of two 
centuries, many materials may be collected towards a 
inore particular sketch of the lives and characters of the 
first settlers of this country, than any with which we 
have been favored. Mr. Dudley was at three different 
periods governor of Massachusetts, and continued in the • 
magistracy from the time of his arrival to his death, which 
bccurred July 31, 1653, in the 77th year of his age. **Hc 
was,'' says Dr. C. Mather, " a gentleman whose natural 
and acquired abilities, joined with his excellent moral 
qualities, entitled him to all the great respects with which 
his country on all opportunities treated him.'' ' 

Rev. Samuel Dudley, 'son of Grovernor Dudley, receiv- 
ed his education in England, and was settled in the min- 
istry at Exeter, in this state, in the year 1650, where he 
spent the remainder of hii days m usefuhess and honor* 
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and died in 1S83, aged 77. His son Stephen t)udiejr 
inarried Sarah Gilman, daughter of Hon. John Gilman 
of Exeter, Dec. 24, 1684# Mr. Gilman was of the royal 
council for the Province. His father, John Gilman, came 
into this state soon after its first settlement, and among 
his descendants in every generation have been men who 
have done honour to their country, and whom their coun- 
try has delighted to honour. James Dudle^,, the third 
son of Stephen Dudley, was born June 11, 1090. He 
married Sarah Folsom of Exeter, where be lived and di« 
«d. He had four sons and four daughters, whom he edu« 
tjated in habits df industry and morality. «» 

The Hon. John Dudley, the principal subject of this 
article, and the third son of James Dudley, was bom April 
9,1735. His parents were unable to aiibrd him the 
advantages of what is now considered a common school 
education. He learned to read, and that was the extent 
of his learning till he went to live as a hired man with 
Co-. Daniel Gilman, a cousin of his father, and the erand- 
father of Gov. Gilms^n. The colonel soon perceived, that 
young Dudley had a mii\d susceptible and desirous of ini- 
proveiberit, and gave him such advantages in his family 
as were gratifying to his thirst for knowledge, and ia 
S^omc measure -remedied his want of an eajrlicr education. 
In these good old times, there was not such an iasuperabte 
barrier between the kitchen and the parlor, as moderifi 
wisdom or pride has erected. Col. Gilman was a man 
of much respectability and influence ; but he did not con* 
ceive that the men in his employ were degraded by their 
employment, or, that he was degraded by associating with 
them for their benefit and instruction. It is undoubtedly 
true, that wl^ile this country was under the royal jurisdic- 
tion, there was much less of aristocratick pride in the 
intercourse of the inhabitants with each other, thab 
since w^ have enjoyed the privileges of a free poverti- 
ment, and by our constitution, have declared ^at all 
men are born free and equal. We shall not stop to ac* 
count for this inconsistency. Dudley had the benefit of 
the colonePs friendship and the society of his* house. He 
made one of the social circle ; and from the conversa- 
tion of those, with whoo) he was permitted to associate, 
he acquired much of political and general information, 
which he knew how to appreciate and retain. ' In subs^ 
quent life, he was free to acknowledge his obligations to 
m» oiaster and friend, and deolared that he was indebted 
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for ftU Ilk early infGrmatioii upon puUidc affairs to ib» 
conversations of the coIonePs fireside. 

On leaving service, he married^ Elizabeth. Gilman, 
daughterof Caleb Gihnan of Exeter, and settled in his 
Balive.town as a grocer. He commenced business with 
iavorable prospects, but soop lost what little property he 
bad acquired, by fire. He was not however discouraged, 
but persevered in business and prospered. He acquired 
an honest popularity, and was much employed in the mu« 
nicipal afiairs of the town. 

In 1766, he removed to Rajmond tp a farm which he 
had purchased there, and engaged in agricultural pur* 
softs and 4he lumber trade. In 17G8,he was app<Mnted 
a jusii)ce of the peace by Gov. Wentworth. He was an 
early y decided and constant > friend to the American 
cause, and strenuously opposed to the eQcroachments of 
the British government upon the rights of the colonies. 
Those only whose memories extend back to the eventful 
period of ^j^, can describe the feelings which adtated 
the patriot's heart on hearing of the LexingtoB battle. 
Ihidiey was qtrick to feel am resolute to act* On re- 
ceiving this intelligenoe, he called for his horse, l^ut re- 
used to wait for him and set oflTon foot to rally the mill- 
tfa of Jlavmami and the neighboring (owns. He succeed- 
^111 0ol letting a conaideraDle armed force,, sent them on 
jto the neighborhood of Boston, and proceeded himself to 
Jj^t^tetj then the bead quarters of correct principles ia 
ihis province, to consult with his friends upon the alarm- 
iag p9rture of affairs. From this time, he .lived for his 
'eouDtry, rather than for himself or his immediate connex- 
lions, und for almost eight years of the revolutionary 
druggie, be never spent one week at a time with his fam* 
4ly* He was a memb^ of the Legislature from 1775 to 
;|7S4, andwasalwayB one of the committee of safe tv, 
..who«at in the recess of the Legislature and were cloth- 
it;^ with sdoM^t unlimited power. He was two years 
Jipeaker of the House of Representatives. In 17B5, 
}he #as elected a member of the Senate, but declined tak- 
4n^ hjs^seat* There have been men, and their number is 
.BOt ^orinisbedt who could contrive to srow rich in the 
.«ef*viee of ^tbeir eeuntry,^ven when their country wasm 
.ififieulty fthd danger. But such was not Dudley. His a/m 
..WtfS;thc'pubI{c good, not private emolument. The ]4M0^ 
<n0f Kfeand^rtuDewas not in the perilous times of '7^ 
.nn mmtwrng u^remony. The interests of the oew hfffl^ 
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millon ofteti' required tbe sacrifice df pjti^%le iM:6r«it, «Rd 

that sacrifice waa cheerfully made^ After tb^ return of 
peace^ ac<;ordiog to Judge Dudley's cakiilationt hb had 
suffered the loss of one half the property which beforii 
ih^ war he had accumulated. But he iievar repined at 
the loss. He was not alone in sufferings nor alone in 
(he satisfiptction that be had not suffered ki vain. Hecon^ 
sidered that well expended which had gone ta purehas^ 
our national independence, and that the richest patrimo> 
ny which his children could inherit, was freedom from.op- 
pressioUf and the undisturbed enjoyment of those rights 
and privileges, which he, in common with his country-^ 
men, had laooured so long, so arduously and sa success- 
fully to obtain and seoure. 

In addition to tke ofiicef which have alre^.dy been 
mentioned, Mr. Dudley, in 1776, was appointed one of 
the justices of the court of common pleas and held m 
teftt on the bench of that caurt till 1 785. He had not^ 
to be sure, a law education, but he had those qualifica- 
lions without which a law education is worse than use*» 
less. He had patience, discernment, and ii^^ri^y) which 
neither partiality ncMT prejudice, thneat.nor flattery,, hop^ 
nor fear, could seduce, or awe« His conduct as a ju^a 
was so highly approved by th^ coauimQity, that in 1 7811^ 
he was appou\|ed a iudge of the superior eo^t in tha 
place of Judge Hubbard, and held that office till 1797, 
t^hcn being 7^ years of age, he resigned his office and 
retired to private life. 

There was an intimate • and aninterrupted friendship 
between President Weare^ Gov. Bartlett and Judge Dud- 
ley, from the commencement of the revolutionary war/ 
till death divided them* The judg^, aft«* his retirem^t 
fpom the bench, spent the remainder of his days in the 
bosom of his fiaimily, and was scarcely ever a mile from, 
his house. He retained bis inteHeetual faculties to the 
-last, and d6v<^ed much of 4iis time to the reading of the 
sacred scriptures, in wbich he took g^eat delight, often 
saying that he found new evidence- of the truth af the 
christian religion wh^iever he opened his bible. He 
T^astbe advDcatQ of asoraUtjryindasHyand eeonomy, an 
enemy to deceit and hypocrisy, a friend to the poor, 
mor^ especially of the honei^ and indust^ioas, with a- 
strong penetrating mind, a saitnd retentive memory. 
He was an acute <H)server of man, a^id *6ne of natnre^r 
scholars, whodoittihQedto. improve tiU Un^ daa^« fie 



]0t FAMILT OF TKESDEST COTTflL 

died May 21, 18d5, dfter « short illbess (a pain in the 
breasi) of IB hours. His widow survived him till May 14, 
1806* Thejr left six children, four sons and two daagh- 
tcrs. 
Judfe Dudley was interred in the family bnrying 

Sound on the farm where he had lived in Kaymonu. 
is children have erected a stone over his gr&v^f with 
the following inscription : 

HON. JOHN DUDLEY 

died May 31, 1^05, 

Mi. 80. 

This modest sfone, what few vain marbles can, 
Jlay truly say, " Here lies an honest man.*^ 
Calmly he looked on cither world, and fcere 
Saw nothing to regret, or 0iere^ to fear. 

Note. It cannot be certaialj knoim that Got. Tbomat Dndley 
was de8ceDde4 from EdmiiDd Dodlej, first meotioned.iatbs pieced- 
iug sketch, yet saob is tbe tradition in that branch .of the Saaaif 
who bar^desoended from Rot. Sanrael Dudley, ibe governor's oU* 
•et son. The learned and accurate annalist of New«Eo|^land says; 
. that Thomas Dodley was tbe only son of Capt Roger Dudley ; tikat 
lie was bom at Nottinsbam in tft76 ; that he was brad in tb« family 
j»f tbe Earl of Northampton; and that .be married' a gentleWonrna 
whose extract and estate were considerable. Set Prmce*$ JimuUtf 
^L It. Part //. Sec S. 



Jfote on the family of President CuTTS, 

The first President of New-Hampshire after it was 
made a royal province, was the honorable John Cutts, of 
whose fapaily we find the following notice io an old re- 
cord deposited io the Secretary's office. 

John Cults (or Cutt as the name is spelt in this record) 
was married by Mr. Danforth to Hannah Scarr, July SO, 
.1662. His children, 

John Catts,born June 30, 1663. 

Elizabeth Cutu, born Nov. 30» 1664 ; died Septettber 
28, 1665. 

Hannah Cutis, bom July 29, 1 666» 

Mary Cutis, bom Nov. 1 7, 1669. 

Samuel Cults, born " 

Presidjenl Jc^ CuttS| died Mareh 27, 169}. 



biSEASE IN BURTON. 161 

Report am a disease afflicting Kcat Cattle in Burton^ K. Hm 
by James P. Dana, M. £>• Profi Chymisiry^ ^e. Dart^ 
mouth College. 

[Read before the N- H. Medicil Society in June, 1822.] 

At the Isist meeting of the Society, I had the hondur t6 
bevappointed to visit the town of burton in this State, 
and enquire into the causes of a diiSease to tehich neat 
cattle are there subjected \ and I have now the pleasure 
of submitting to the Society the! result of the observations 
which have been made in conikequence of this appoint!^ 
ment. 

That part of the town, in which the disease il most 
prevalent, is surrounded by lofty hills and mountains \ 
the highest part of which is a very elevated point, called 
Corway-ptcJc mounts and is visible from a great eitteht of 
country. The predominant rock of wiiich these hills ar^ 
composed is Granite — ^a soft decomposing variety in 
which the trj'stals and grains of feldspar, are very large 
and are suffenng a rapid decomposition, by which the' 
whol^ is disintegrated and broken down. The loose 
stones consist principally of rolled masses of granit^ 
quartz, feldspar, and some specimens of hornstone ; a^ 
bed of bbg ore of iron is also found here. The soil of 
this place is fertile and is such as we should expett to be 
produced by the decomposition and disintegration of Gra-^ 
nite rocks, viz. a sandy loam, mixed occasionally with 
coarse gravel. No peculiar appearances were noticed in 
the vegetation ; the usual crops raised by the farmer, 
grow in Burton as in other places under a similar culture 
and management ; and probably the town ivould be a^ 
flourishing agricultural place if heat cattle could be raised 
and kept there. The fact is sufficiently established that 
yotrhg neat cattle cantiot be raised there^ and that cows 
and oxen canhotbe kept there for a number of years with- 
out being afflicted With a singular and fatal disease ; and it 
is not a little remarkable, that horses and swine have nev- 
er been attacked by the complaint. Cattle are more liable 
to the disease at sbme seasdns of the year than at others, 
and are usually attacked by it at the close of winter. The 
symptom which marks its commencement and progress i» 
a loss of appetite ; the animals refuse hay, grain and salt ; 
they become feeble and much emaciat&i ; and obstinate 
costiveness accompanies the disease, but theabdiCimeQi£e- 

21 



1» DISEASE OF CATTLE 

comes smaller than in health ; the abdominal muscles are 
contracted towards th*» spine and the whole abdomen isdi- 
mmisbed to one third its original bulk* After these symp- 
toms have continued an indefinite time, a brisk scouring 
, comes on, and the animals speedily fall away and die. For 
this complaint, which is very general among those > cattle 
•which have remained two or three years in the plate, no 
remedy has been usee) by the inhabitants with marked ben- 
efit and uniform success ; the cattle recover only by driv- 
ing them away to some other place* A satisfactory cause 
Jor the disease has not yet been aecertainedf and eonse- 

Suently a rational mode of cure has never been adopted, 
feglecting the romantick and idle tale of the dying oursc 
pronounced on this place by a murdered Indian, we are to 
search for the causes of this disease in the food which the 
cattle eat, or in the water which they drink* 

The fact that cattle are seized with the disease late in 
the winter seems to point to the food as a source of the 
ftvil ; and it is well known that certain plants have prov* 
cd prejudicial and fatal to cattle* The cicuta virosa or 
water hemlock, was found by Linnaeus to be the cause of 
a disease afflicting the cattle in Norway ; and here goats 
and smne were exempted from the disease ; but this plant 
wai not observed in Burton, nor was any other vegetable 
discovered here which does not grow in other places in the 
same latitude ; and hence we do not believe that the dis* 
e^se is caused ,by the food* In confirmation of this 
opinion, I may adduce the fact that the hay produced in 
this place, causes no disease in cattle which are kept on 
it in the neighboring towns ; whereas hay which is 
brought from other pkices into Burton does not appear 
to prevent the complaint. 

It has been sarcastically suggested, that cattle died in 
Burton because there was not a sufficient qnantity of hay 
produced there to keep them ; but this' suggestion Ap- 
pears to be as unjust as it is ungenerous* • Hay is produ- 
ced in such quantities as to be more than sufficient' for 
the cattle. The result of my enquiries on this subject 
is, that there is not only a sufficient quantity of hay pro- 
duced there for the use of all the stock, but that it does 
not contain any vegetable substance which is prejudicial 
to the cattle, and which may be considered as a source of 
the disease. 
.» Tite examiaatbn of tlie water from' various places in 
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Burton offers a more satisfactory result 5 but there ate 
no external marks which indicate that the water is un- 
healthy— ^no sediment is found, no incrustations appear 
on the sides of the rivulets or springs ; but on the contra- 
ry the water is clear,* transparent and colourless, and of 
a pleasant taste. From such properties, I despaired of de- 
tecting any substances in it by the application of chymic- 
al agents, but was happily disappomted on making the 
examination. A portion ol water from a brook, to which 
the cattle have free access, was first examined. Tincture 
of soap produced cloudiness ; oxalate of ammonia produ- 
ced a slight cloudiness, and nitrate of silver produced 
a similar effect* No change occurred on the addi- 
tion of Barytic water^ solution of Prussiate of poi^shj or 
tincture of galls ^ or of /wrwenc. It follows from the action 
ot these agents, that the brook water, unlike the water of 
most brooks, is an Jiard water and contains some 'saline 
body. From the action of oxalate of ammonia, we in- 
fer the existence of lime ; and nitrate of silver proves the 
existence of muriatic acid ; the water is then a weak solu- 
tion of muriate of lime. Having ascertained the exist- 
ence of minute portions of muriate of lime in brook wa?- 
ter, an examination was made of the water procured from 
other sources \ and water from eleven other places, re- 
mote from each other and from the brook above men- 
tioned, was examined, and the>same effect was produced 
by the same agents. The effect was more perceptible in 
some instances than in others, and usually greater in wa- 
ter from wdls than in that from other sources. The wa* 
ter from two wells in particular afforded abundant pre- 
cipitates with the oxalate of ammonia and nitrate of sil- 
ver. The only beast, labouring under the disease while 
I was at Burton, drank dsdly from one of these wells. 

The continued use of a weak and very dilute solution 
of muriate of lime, may, from its known properties, pro- 
duce the effect now ascribed to it and be the cause of 
the disease. Muriate of lime, it is well known, is employ- 
ed as a medicine, and like other saline medicine, acts 
more powerfully on the general system in small doses 
largely diluted, than ia greater quantities and in a more 
concentrated state. In some diseases of the glands, it is 
said to have been employed with advantage, and when 

*It is a commoQ repark that the waters of Barton ai^ remarlca- 
bly clear ; probably their refractive density is iacreaaed liy th« ea- 
Uoe matter they coatait. 



164 DISEASE OF C4TTL£ 

first aclministered, imprdvcs the appetite ftncl genetval 
strength. The latter effect is very evid^itly produced op 
cattle when first pastured in this town. If previously thin 
and emaciated, they speedily become fat and appear he%^ 
ter than cattle ordinarily do, during the first season they 
are pastured in Burton. 

Jt may with propriety be asked, why horses and hogs 
escape the disease, if it is produced by the water ? A 
satisfactory answer is derived from the fact that horses 
are not sunercd to remain a long time at home ; they 
are continually absent on joumies, and probably in most 
instances take as much water from other sources as they 
do from the wells and springs on the farms to which they 
belong. Hogs take but small quantities of water, and 
from the mixed and heterogeneous kinds of food given to 
them, they must frequently take such saline substances as 
will counteract the effects produced by the minute por- 
tions of muriate oj lime^ 

If the disease arises, as is supposed, from the saline con- 
tents of the water, we can easily explain the fact that its 
attacks are most frequent ih the winter. It is then that 
they usually receive water from wells, which are proved 
by experiment to be most strongly Irapregnatea; and 
tnen also springs are generally low and consequently con- 
tain more saline matter : nor does the food in winter tend 
to counteract the effects of the water, ^jy keeping the 
bowels lax, which is a well known effect produced by 
summer and spring fob<J. 

The disease, to which the cattle in Barton af e thqs sub- 
jected, has been a great obstacle to the prosperity of the 
town ; and it will probably continue to haye this effect, 
although without doubt it may be prevented by proper 
attention and management. Some persons, residing in 
Burton, have for several years past given to their cattle 
during the winter season, a certain kind of mud^ and, as 
they affirm, with some benefit. Thjs mud is found on a 
meadow^ and during tlie summer, it is collected for use ; 
it is made into balls as larre as an ordinary potatoe and 
forced down the animaPs throat ; by it the tonic effect of 
the muriate of lime is prevented and the bowels are kept 
lax. I visited the spot where the mud is procured. A 
spring issues from the place and the water brings with it 
*a greyish white matter which is deposited in the rill lead' 
ing from the spring* T)|iis whitish substance is the matter 
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{nque&tion* After being heated to redness it Ixccoxnes 
snow white ; lyhen digested in an acid, a slight efferves- 
cence occurs, a portion is dissolved, and the remainder 
has the cha|*acter of fine white siliciou^ sand ; the por- 
tion dissolved iji the acid was found by appropriate tests 
to be carbonate of lime. The effect of this substance c%n» 
not be explained on chymical principles, and doubtless 
depends on the general principles of the effect of laxa- 
tives in counteracting the actions of tonics. 

Having embraced the idea that this disease arises from 
the spaall portion of muriate of lime dissolved in the wa- 
ter, I recommended to a number of the inhabitants who 
were assembled for the purpose of assistmg me in my en- 
«[uiries, to make use of weak ley^ or ashes or soap-suds as a 
remedy, or rather as preventives. Either of these 
substances, from the carbonate of potash they contain, 
will decompose the muriate of lime, and carbopate of 
lime and muriate qf potash will result from such decom^. 
position. Now both these substances, if not quite inert in 
the small quantities in which they would be produced, 
will act as purgatives ; and, as a confirmatioh of the gen** 
eral principles advanced in this paper. I was informed, 
on recommending soap suds^ that the only cow which was 
ever raised in Burton and escaped the disease, was in the 
hkbit of frequentlv drinking soap suds from the tubs which 
contained it ; and that it was* consequently left fer her 
use after family-washings. It is not a little remarkable 
that the inhabitants did not avail themselves of^ the infor- 
ination to hf derived from this hint^ 

A person who formerly lived in Burton brought wa- 
ter from a spring situated at a distance from his house, 
for the use of his cattle, and they were found to thrive 
much more, and with greater certainty to escape the <liB» 
ease. Why he was induced to use this water I know not ; 
but on examination by re-agents, it^ave indications of 
containing very small quantities of nauriate of lime 4 much 
less quantity indeed, than in any other water submitted 
to examination. 

These facts and observations are now submitted to the 
Society, with the hope that the investigation, conducted 
under their auspiceS| may not prove wholly tsnintcrcst^ 
ing and useless* 
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CENSUS OF 1767. 
A General Account of the Jiumher of Inhabitants of tlu 
several towns in the province of KewJIampshire^ as ap- 
pears by the returns of the Selectmen from each place^ in 
the year 1767. 
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M t>RI6IJVAL LETTER, &c. 

derad hj the Britith mioistry to take an eiact sanrey ; bat ** having ne fund to 
pay the expense, and ne law to compel obedience to the order^ be wet sob* 
lected te the iocnnveniente of delay and disappointment The loregoing may 
be regarded as the first census of the people of New>Hampshire, which ap- 
proached to correctnens efter the establishment of the lines between this pror- 
Lice and Massachusetts, in 1741. 



Obiginal letter from Gen. Gates to Cols. ^Ashley and 

Bellows. 
Ticonderogay J^ovembtr dth^ 1776. 

I return jou, and the officers an^ soldiers of the reg- 
iments under your command, my sincere thanks for the 
spirit and expedition both you and they have shewn, in 
inarching upon the first alarm, upwards of one hundred 
and fifty miles, to the support of this important pass, when 
threatened with an immediate attack from the enemy's 
army. I now dismiss you, with the honor you have so 
well deserved : I further certify, that neither you, nor' 
any under your command, have received any pay or re- 
ward from me, for vour services on this occasion ; thaij 
I leave to be settledf by the General Congress, with the 
Convention of your State. 

With great respect, 
I am, gentlemen. 

Your most obedient, 
humble -servant, 

HORATIO GATES, 
To CoL AskLET and CoL Bellows, 
commanding the regiments of Mi- 
litiafrom the county of Cheshire, 
in ike Statt of JsTezD'Hampshire. ' 



}fole.ofn Amoskeag Falls ^ from Mottt^s abridgement of ihd 
Philosophical Transactions^ Ato. VoL 11, Part 4, page 
112. 

At a place called Ambskea^, a little above the hide- 
ous falls of Merriihack river, is a* rodk in the mid^t of the 
stream, at the top of which are a great number of pots, 
niadc exactly like barrels or hogSneads, of different ca- 
pacities, some so large as to hold several tons. The na- 
tives know nothing of the time they were made, but the 
neighboring Indians have been wont to hide their provi- 
sions in them, in their wars with the Ma(|ua8, affirming 
that God had cut then out for that nse, for them. They 
seem glainly to be artificial. 
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THE FARMER'S FIRESIDE* 

. r 

h 

SHADE of immortal Bvhns ! where'er thy h'ome^ 
On Scotia's misty Jiill?, or.fi^^d on high, 
Beyond th^ star-lights of the ^elkin dome, 
Too holy, and (oo bright, for mortal eye, 
'Mid amber streams and murmuring melody! 
Great bard of Ipwly life ! propittous bend. 
And wjhiile the rustic song, unskilled, I try, 
Thy love of truth and independence lend, 
And with its warblings wild, thy master spirit blend. ~ 

II. 

The world Pve searched, and it has many a rose- 
But, ah ! the thorns beneath them that remain, 
Proclaim the world j^qt destitute of wo^. 
And, Yiixcn I look for pleasure, give but pain. 
No more amid its scenes my soul restrain { 
Back to my boyish days ! Let memory guide 
The tired and flag^g fi|»rit onoe ^^gsun. 
To scenes most dear — ^to hill, and rolling tide, 
And that old cottage^ once that graced its verdant eide^ 

Meekly arose its mos^-bespri^ldjed w^ 
One ancient beech magnificently ^9^ 
Its branches o'j&r it, oyersjhado^iug afii 
Tie space arouaqud ^tf ^yi|tptl{b»ib9iPV( ^ 
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IVithin, might one behold its little store, 
The plates well ranged, the shelres that neatly graced^ 
The chairs of oak upon the sanded floor. 
The wheel mdustrioas in its corner placed, 
The clock, that hourly. told, how life runs on to waste. 

« 

IV. 

Once more the pensive, eve with silent tread 
Returns to hush the noisy t^orld to peace ; 
Once more the Parmer seeks his humbte shed, 
Glad from his daily toil to gain release. 
His task accomplished and his heart at ease. 
And hails betimes the Fireside of his cot ; 
And there, as from the hills the shades incre^ase^ 
** The world forgetting, by the world forgot," 
He tastes the simple joys, that sooth his quiet lot. 

V. 

His {5atient herd, ere set the beams, of day, , 
With lowings oft, alarmed the neighborinsc plain, 
Nowpenn'd within the well-known bars, they pay 
Their milky tribute to his pails again. 
His flocks upon the distant hil! remain, 
Their tinkling bells sound in the passing wind ; 
Though his be not the Urdling's wide domain. 
Yet fails he not a due supply to find. 
From lowing herd and field, and from the bleating kind, 

« 

VI. 

To greet him home, the crackling faggots burn^ 
The housewife, busy round the blazing fire. 
Cheers with her smiles her Parmer's loved return ; 
His children climb around their honored sire. 
And to his fond caress once mwe aspire ; 
Inquisitive, they ask of each far field, 
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^^Thether its hills, than their own cliffs arc higher? 
What wonders there of cascade are revealed? 
What flowers enchanting bloom, what gifts the mountaips 
yield? 

VII. 

Her father's knee, his Bertha soon iSarmounts, 
Around his neck, her tender arms she throws, 
His Bertha, from whose ejres like diamond founts, 
The living fire through locks of ebon glows* 
Nor she alone ; he on them all bestows 
Alike his kisses and alike his tears, 
TV ho oloomed, (on autumn's bosom, like the rose, 
'Mid cold and storm its loveliness that rears,) 
To cheer his riper age and deck his vale of years^ 

Till. 

To him, how blessed the closing hours of day ! 
His wife, his children, those that love him, ne^r I 
How sweet his cot's own hospitable ray ! 
How kind its welcome and its joys how dear ! 
The cricket chirps, the sacred scene to cheer, 
The embers half illume the humble hall, 
The shaggy mastiff sleeps, devoid of fear, 
The playful kitten round and round the ball 

Urges with active sport, unmindfully of all. 

* 

The children mingle in Grimalkin's mirth. 
And laugh and busy prattle do not spare, « 
Such cheerful sport, the cbirper in the hearth. 
Scenes, which eve returning doth repair, 
Cham from the Parmer's bosom carping care, 
And banish it to ''blank oblivion foul." 
Hark ! loud and startling through the misty air, 
The prowling wolf resumes his nightly howl, 
And £rom the hollow oak is heard the muffled owl. 



How oft IVc ibtight tbftt afetsint, lonely cot ! 
A gi'kndam dwelt thefrc, Wicn my days wt&re youngs, 
And there, wlien Christmas logs blazed red and hot,. 
And wintry blasts their d^tly descant smig, 
My spuldel^bted oo her lips has bungv 
As spoke she oft Of dreadful deeds of yore, 
Ho w stern Wafaawa, like a tiger sprung 
Upon a loftely cot, 4nd tides of gore 
Were shed, as \thett the clouds their vernal treasures pour. 

XI. 

Her hands were withered, as an autumn's leaf, 
Her cheeks were like a parched and shrivelled scroll. 
In truth, though human life at best be brief. 
She'd witnessed eighty years their circuits roll. 
And friends aiid kindred reach thehr eirthljr goal «; 
And sitting by her busy Whe^l to spin, 
While swift the hours at evening onward stole, 
We tehzed her oft some story to be^n. 
And as she moved in sooth her old, projecting* chan^ 

xn* 
She told of iifigk Madockawando, all 
From Hope hood down to Paugus' frantick yelj^ 
And, as her lips the bloody deeds recall, 
And, as witb upturned gMe we heard her telj, 
Unconsciotidy the cUrystal ti^r^drbpsiUl, 
For, fromCFtir iftfettcy^wc'd heard alnd redd 
Of ckiefe fi^m CstblMla, aM ktie«w full well 
Of Sachem's ^Sth, that f(^K»t6d On thfe di^d, 
And sfetWk'tfce h^tigb«r:pliibea«d'a?fairith lifeAloodVed. 

V 

ICIII* 

My native hills, my loved, my honored land, 
Ye valle!y^dear,T!Ow clin^ my thoughts to you ! 
Long as my footsteps tread< this earthly strand. 



The throl)S, Aat ^eSive my bo^ofti, ishall bfe true, 
To ajl the witchteg fctncs, th^t chitdhood ktiew } 
^h joy, 'tis heaven to breathe Ohe^a natal ait-, 
To climb the hills, decked ip the morning's dew, 
And bending o'er our fathers' gravel to swear^ 
No tyrant shall disturb the dust, that slumbers there* 

Such scenes, suth tal^, such homebred ties cati fill 
With fervid eit'tacy the raptured mind, 
And teach with patriort glow thebrekit to thrill, 
And beat to all, that^s ftoMe, getierous, kind ; 
One evening tb thfett cbt niy steps inclined, 
The giatit beech-tree waved before its door. 
The distant clouds were driven before the wind, 
The mountain catoract was heard to roar. 
Paler the tranquil moon^ than -foam on ocean's shore. 

There too, a soldier bent his uighfly way, 
Who'd bortiehSs tifle in the old French #*, 
And mingled dft in tiiany a blobdy fray. 
And bore upon tts Visage itiaiiy a 'scar ; 
Wesiry his step, his c5wn Ibved borne wa^ ht^ 
Tht locks upon his silvered head w^re few, 
His eye was like the winter's cteuded star. 
The arm, that oncethe flittering broad sword drew, 
Was nerveless odw with years, (yet much he'd seen «ndl 
-kii&w* 

> ■> -'* 

'Thte^talf, tlifatlh His d^t^r HSHdWVoi^, 
Was parted ^^<^eaf^ cia(k, ^wfadse fifi^osches ^pSeed, 
Near wild Cdfc1ifecb% '6k HAeto^xred tbinr, 
And ftishiiibg tb'ehe F^Mi^'d tbt''hfe>ti«^ 
- HegaVe»be'i^'^el^l^4U%if»'pi¥f)«^'^^ . 
The Farmer hailed him to his lone abode. 
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Gave him a portion of hk cup and bread, 
And soon, forgetful of the tedious road, 
How fields were lost and wqn^ the .aged soldier show'd. 

* XVII. 

In Flfiy-niiit^ on Abraham's blood-red plain, 
(The veteran thus pursued his warlike tale,) 
When heroes fell, like summer drops of rain, 
When rival standards flashed upon the gale. 
And shouts were heard, triumphant songs and wail, 
Where Cadaraqui holds his giant way, 
I fought with Wolfe, called from the dear-loved vale. 
And dark Piscatawa's glades of green array 
To cross the mountains bhie to distant Canada. 

XVIII. 

^ard was tlie tug of war, severe th^strife, 
Plumes, swords, and ensigns swept along the field, 
Full many a warrior, prodigal of life, 
Too bold to flee, too proud of soul to yield, . 
His valor with his dearest life-blood sealed \ 
Slow bowed in dust, fell Lewis of Montcalm, 
To neither host was triumph yet revealed. 
Oh, withered be the soul, that wrought such harm, 
Soon Wolfe falte bleeding low, nerveless his mighty anS' 

XIX. 

A soldier lifted up his drooping head, 
' Dim grew the ethereal flashes of his eye, 

And from his breast the streams gushed darkly red, 
And every gush heaved forth a blanker dye ; 
High rose the clamorous shout, "they fly, they fly t'' 
Who fly ? aroused to life, the hero cried, 
A thousand lips awake the joyous cry, ^ 
**The foe, the foe:" the gallant Wolfe replied. 
Clasping his hands id jiraise, I ^11 content, and died. 
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Thus spoke the soldier! peace, ye mighty dead I 
B^ yours' both peace and glory, chiefs of yore ! 
Who clad in armour generously shed, 
Where clashing^ steel met steel, roar answered roar^ 
For home and liberty your bosom's gore I 
Thanks be to Him, who ©ur brave fathers nerved, 
Boldly to stand, when fiery floods came o'er. 
From honour^s upright path, who never swerved, 
To ages then unborn, who freedom, bliss preserved^ 

f ' XXI. 

And though such tales were heard with many a tear, 
And memory, fancy, feeling, all possest, 
Yet soon, in truth, the gaiety and cheer, 
That ever animate the youthful breast, > 

By solemn thoughts, unconquered, unsuppresscd^ 
Awoke in sports anew ; the slipper's sound. 
By youth and village maiden, ne'er at rest. 
Was driven through the circle round and round. 
And every cbeek did smile and every ieart did bound* 



XXII< 



E'en the old soldier felt his bosom thrill 
With memory of scenes, that erst he kne^; 
The visions of the past his spirit fill. 
And as around the room the younglings flew. 
At blindnpian's bujBT, he would have joined them too, 
But age to youth will not wing back its flight ; 
To sit and smile was all that he could do, 
And bravely cry out, " wheel, and left, and right," 
To him who blinded was^ and caught them, as he mighh 

XXIII. 

At blind-man's buff, who hath not often played, J 
At pledges oft the momesits to beguile. 
When sober evening lends her peaceful shade^ 
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When heart replies to he^^ and smUe to smile ? ^ 
The henrtb is biiFdened with the pafcen pile, 
Such, as New-Hampshire's forests well cstn iip^e.$ 
Still flies the stippef round ; a few meanwhile 
"^be warriors of the chequev-board pepare, 
The garrulous old folk draw rpund the fire^ the chain. 

XXIV. 

But j[)ow the white moon, through the clouds rereafed^ 
Doth tread the topmost arches of the sky; 
The Farmer^ cot, the cultivated field, 
The brook, the plain, the mountain soaring high^ 
Beneath her beams in wild profusion lie ; 
The dog upon the ground hath lain his breast, 
Forgotten his howl and sealed his restless eje. 
The sturdy woodcutter hath gone to rest, 
The fiock is on the hill, the bird i$ on the nest. 

XXV. 

Farewell, Uiou cottage, for 'tis late at eye^ 
' Fso^ewell, je scenes to memory ever dear, 
Now eld, and youth, and maiden take their leave, 
Their ^kerchiefs wave, and with adieu Sincere ; # 

The rural coBspany toob disappear, 
SoiQe thr»¥gb yoii smuered wMds,ihftt akirttbe moor, 
Some .to yon moui^wis, craggy, b(^d, and drear, 
And by 4be CflO^s Fimid^ mf^ more, 

The patriot Parmer reads the sacred Bopk^ 
Then with the wife and children of his Jiec^rt^ 
With solemn soul and reverential look, 
He humbly kneels, as i^ tbf christian's pa^rt. 
And worships Tbe«,0!V.F^lier,The^» who i^ . 
Th^good ma|i> Jif^, \\^9mfm$9l^mAjm^ 



I 
I 



CAPTIVITY OP MRS. JOHNSdW* til 

Who hast a balm for sorrow^s keenest dart, 
A smile for those, to Thee who humbly pray. 
Which, like the morning sun, drives every cloud away* 

XXVIl. • 

Thou Lord of heaven above, and eoirth below, 
pur maker, friend, our guardian, and oiir all. 
The Farmer keep from every want and woe, 
Nor let the thunderbolts, that mosa appal. 
Of righteous vengeance dreadful on him fall; 
With him, preserve his dear, his native land, 
A cloud be round her, and a fiery wallj^ 
With thy displeasure every traitor brand, 
And centuries yet to come, oh, hold her in thy han<}« 



J 
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Mrs. JOHNSON'S CAPTIVnY. 

pn this Ntmxber of the Collections, we hare cotttmen«« 
ced publishing a narrative of the captivity of Mrs* Johnf 
^n^ who was taken from Chso'leatowti, in the county df 
Cheshire,, in this State, in the year 1754* The work waA 
written many years since by a gentleman ot distinguished 
liter^y reputation, and though a work of his early years^ 
contains many just and accurate observations, on th'^ 
dangers and hardships of settling a neW country, a»!l thd 
cruelties which awaited those who were taken into captiv* 
ity by the Indians. — ^We have thought it proper to pre* 
serve atract of so much importance, and we presume oiir . 
readers will require no apology for introdticing it to their 
jiotice, when they consider that our object is to collect 
and preserve those things which will mtereat posteritjF*] 
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Narrative. 0/"/%^ captivity ofMr8.3oiiissoVjofCharle9ti»nf 

* • 

«y. JET. containing an account of Aer sufftring$^ during 

fc^rj/ears with tlie Indians and French. 

« 

NOTICES or THE WILLARD FAMILY. 

* TO trace the progress of families, from their origin ta 
the present day, when perhaps they are spread over the 
four quarters ^l the. ggtobe^ and. no memoraoda are 
found excQp.t.in the uncertain p^ges'of memory, is a task 
which can be. but feebly performed. In noticing the 
name of Willard, which was my family name, I cannot 
pretend to accuracy ; but the information which I have 
collected, willperhaps be of some service to others, who 
possess a greater stock ; an^ if the various branches of 
families woul^ 6ontribute their mites, it would be an easy 
way of remedying the deficiency, which at present exists 
in American genealogy]* 

The first person by the name of Willard who settled in 

this country, was Major Willard whose name is recorded 

in the history of the New-England wars. In the year 

sixteen hundred and seventy«-fi¥e, in the time of ^^ Philip's 

war," a notorious Indian, who lived within the present 

limits of the state of Rhode-Island, Major Willard who 

then lived in the town of Lancaster in Massachusetts, 

commanded '» irg0 p of horse ; and among his vigorous 

services, he relieved the town of Brookficld from the Nip* 

iiet io^i^us, who had burnt every house b«(t one^ and had 

alipqst reduqed tliat to capitulation. When Lancaster 

t^ras destrbyed by the Indians, Major Willard removed to 

^Salefti, 'Whef «j'hd spent the rest of his days. Hfe had two 

60|[^,<dn^ of whom., was a settled minister in the town of 

QjcQioa, ^ fropi, wjiich place iie was driven by the Indians, 

and was after^ardsinstalle^ in Boston. His other son, 

«Simo»i,'^stablislted himself on Still River, since taken 

frban Lamca^Der; and incorporated into the" town of Har- 

jffifif^: : I^t.had ^iiie , sonsi, Simon, flenry, Hejsekiah, 

John, Jo;se.ph. Jo.siah, Samuel, Jonathan and Jaipes ; Jo- 

sian remWvea to'Wincnester in New-Hampshire, and af- 

te'i^%^rd*'^dmfaHinaed"'fottDuiiirtic'r; the rest inherited 

the siibst^nf e ofitheir father, and lived to.very advanced; 

9g9R ig,ti^,fjcin^y. of their Wth. . They all left awmeri^ 

pu^^aniilUsj wno spread over the tJnited States. His 

«2l^^*s8^,l5iATo'A,Wistoy grandfather;' hehadtwosbffs," 

Xa\t4ib'^liwllMtosw^«' iiiafdiftiiv«djn Lancaster, a*>d*M()sefe, 

my father, removed to Lunenburg. I ought to remark^ 
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that my grandmother Willard, after the death of-her hus- 
band,- married a persom by the name of Famsworth, by 
ivhom she had three sohi, who were the iSrst settlers of 
CharlestowB, No. 4— one of them was killed by. the In*- 
dians. 

• My father had twelve children; he removed to 
Charlestown, No. 4, in 174S, and soon had the pleasure 
to find his children settled around htra : he was killed by 
the Indians in 1766. Mv mother died in March, 1797,* 
and had lived to see twelve cjtuldren, ninety-two* grand- 
children, one hundred and twenty-three great grand-chi^ 
dren, and four great-great-grand-children. The whole 
that survive are now settled on Connecticut River.t 



"^ At the agfe of eighty-four, she busied heVself io ipaking' a coT6r» 
liJ, which contains something of the temarkable-— she did not <iuite 
complete it. It^no\T contains upwards of five ^igusaud pieces. 

tNOTE BY THE EDITORS. 

[As tlie above notices of the Willard famiSy are in several res* 
peots erroneous and very imperfect, the editors are induced to gfiye 
the following^ g^enealogical account, for the substance of which, they 
are indebted to a gfentlenlan who is adesoendantof the sixth gener- 
ation froii Major Willard. 

Major Simon WiLLAao, the ^reat ancestor of most of the name 
in New-England, and in the United States, emig'rated from the 
coanty of Kent, in En^^land as early as 1€3S. He W9S one of the 
original purchasers of Concord, in AfassachusettSi front S^oair Ba- 
chefli«Tanattawau and Nimrod, about the time that town was set- 
tled. He was the first Captain of Militia in that place after its or- 
^nization in 1644 ; was afterwards appointed Major, and was suc- 
cessfully employed agpainst the Indians in the time of kingp Philips' 
war. in 1654, ne was chosen one of the assistants of the colony, 
and^sonuBued in that offio^ a number of years* It weald seem from 
Hutchinson's History of Massachusetts, that be was living' in 1692, 
but the time of his death, we have not ascertained. He left a nn-' 
merous posterity, many of wliom hl^ve been disUngaished by their 
literary attainments and bigfh stations in society. His children 
were nine sons aai eig^ht daugphters, at follows :— 

1. Josiah, 9. Simon, ^ Samuel^ 4* Henry, 5. John, G. Daniel, 7* 
Joseph, 8. Be,njamin, 9. Jonathan, 10. Mary, 11. Elizabeth, 12. Dor- 
othy,* IB. Sal-ah, 14* Abovebope,* 16. Mary, 16. Eliaabeth, 17. Han- 
nah. Of each of the sons we can give the following' account. 

1. Josiah Willard, tbe first son of Major WUlard, lived in Weath- 
erafield, Con. His children were Samnel) Jotiab, Simon, Dorothy, 
Stephen,* Thomas, John,* and Hannah. 

^ Simon Willard was Deacon of the first chvrch in Salem, where 
be lived, and probably died. His children were Jaoob^ Jesiah^ Ricl^' 
ard, Simon ^nd Martha. 

. 3. SaOiael Willard graduated at Hartard college, '16§9 ; was set- 
tled the minister of Groten about the year 1664, where he re-' 
mained till the town was burnt fa^ the lodians^ in'167S, when he re- 
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' NQTICES OF MR* JAMES. JOHNSON. 

In the year 1730, my ^eat-uncle, Col. Josiah Willarcl, 
while at ooslon, was imnted to take a walk on the long-. 
wharf^ to view some tra^nsports who had just landed from 
Ireland ; a number of gentlemen present were viewing 
the exercise of some lads^ who were placed on shore, to 
exhibit their activity to those who wished to purchase* 
My uncle spied a boy of some yivacity, of about ten 
years of age, and who was the only one in the crew who 
•poke English: he bargained for him. I have never 
been able to learn the price ; but as he was afterwards 



moved to Boston. Here be wat settled as colleagne with Bev. 
Thomas Thatcher, the first minister of the old south church, April 
to, 1678* He was Vice President of Harvard CoUeg^e, and presided 
over that iostitutioo from Sept. 6, 1701, till his death, Sept« 12« 
1707, at the ai^e of 68. His first wife was Eunice, daug^hter of the 
Hon. Edward Tynjr, of Dunstable. His last was Mrs. Shennan, wid- 
ow of Rer. John Sherman of Watertown. Mrs. Sherman was daiigch- 
ter of Mr. Lanilce, a member of t*arliameiit,wbose wife was daug'hter 
*of Lord Darcjy the Earl of Rivers. ^Rev. Mr. Willard had twenty 
•bildreQ ; Tiat. Abig^ail, Samuel,* Marr, John, who graduated at 
Harvard College in 1600 ; married Mrs. Sherburne ; resided at 
Kingston, Jamaica ; was the father of Rev. Samuel Willard, who 
wa« ordained at Biddeford, Me. Sept 30, 1730, and died Oct 1741. 
Rev.Samuel Willard was father of Rev. Joseph Willard,D. D. LIi.D, 
President of Harvard College, who died Sept 25^ 1804, in hh 
6Mi year* miMbetb.i'Siroon, Edward,* Josiah, Eunice,* William,'^ 
Ifargaret, Hanoabt Eunice,* Edward,* Richard,* Edward, Ed« 
wrd,* and three children who died in infancy or childhood. 

4 Henry Willard lived in Lancaster. He married Mary Lack- 
ing and afterwards Doroas Ci|tter> He^ instead of Simon W. was 
fuioeitor of Mrs. Johnson. 

His obUdfon* Henry, Simon, wbo married Abigail Whitcomb and 
was the grandfather.of Mrs* Johnson, John, Heasekiah, Joseph, Sam* 
uel, James, Josiah, who was one of the first settlers of Winchester 
and a Cd. of Militia, Jonathaoi Mary, Sarah, Abigail,* Susaanab, 
Tabith^,* 

5' Jonathan Willard lived in Concord, His ddidren were Da* 
vld, Jonathan, Simon and Meroy. 

6. Daniel Willard lived in Boston. He had Daniel, Benjamia, 
Edward, George, AoDa» Elizabeth, Msry, Susannah, Sarah, Mebita- 
bel. i 

7. Joseph Willard, of Lood<^. Nothing more is known of this 
branch of the family than that ?m had two children, viz. John and 
Joseph* 

8. penjamitt Willard married Sarah Lacking, and lived in Graf- 
ton, Ms. He had Joseph, Simeon, Sarah, Margaret, Esther and 
Hannah, 

a» Jonatban Willard married a Brown. He lived in Bodbui^y, 
Hii children were ^natban, Mary, Haaaab, Hepzibak 
Those with a star died uiperried.] 



CAPTIVITY 6F mm. JOHTS'SON. 191 

my husband, I iaim wiHing^o suppose it a considerable 
sum* He questioned the boy respecting his parentage 
and descent. All the information he could get was, thmt 
young James, a considerable time previous, went to sea' 
with his uncle, who commanded a ship and had the ap« 
pearance of a man of property, that this uncle was taken 
sick at sea and died; immediately after his death they 
came in sight of tuis ship of Imh transp<»*ts, and he was 
put on board. His being the only one of the crew who 
spoke English, and other circumstances, have led hi* 
friends to conclude that this removal on board the Irish 
ship, was done to facilitate the sequestration of his uncle'd 
property. He lived with Col. Willard until he wad 
twenty years old, and then bought the other year of his 
time. In 1748, Gov. Shirley gave him a lieutenant's 
commission under Edward Hartwcll, Elsq. 

Situation of the Country in 1 744. 

It is an old maxim, that after a man is in possession of 
a small independent property, it is easy for him to ac- 
quire a great fortune ; just so with countries ;— possess 
them of a few inhabitants, and let those be unmolested by 
Indians and enemies, the land will soon swarm with in- 
habitants. But when a feeble band only are gathered 
together, and obliged to contend with pestilence, famine 
and the sword, their melancholy numbers will decrease 
and waste away. The situation of our ancestors has of- 
ten been described in language that did honor to the 
hearts that conceived it. The boisterous ocean, with 
uaKnown shores hemmed them in on one side, and a for- 
est, swaroiing with savages, yelling for their blood, 
threatened on the other. But tne same undaun- 
ted spirit which has defended them in so many perils, 
buoyed them above despair in their early struggles for 
safety and liberty. I shall be pardoned for the digres- 
sion, when I observe, that I have in aH my travels felt 
a degree of pride in recollecting, that I belonged to a 
country whose valor was distinguished, and whose spirit 
had never been debased by servile submission. 

At the age of fourteen, in 1744, I made a visit from 
Leominster to Charlestown, to visit my parents. . Through 
along wilderness from Lunenburg to Lower Ashuelot, 
naw Swanzey,we travelled two days ; a solitary house was 
all the mark of cultivation that occun*ed on the journey. 
Cruided by marked trees, we travelled cautiously through 
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the gloomy forest, where now the well till'd fan&" bccupy 
eacki^od of ground: from Ashuclot to Charlestown the 
passage was opposed, now by "the hill of diflRculty," and 
now by " the slough despond." A few solitary inhabi- 
tants, who appeared the repre^ntatives of wreicbedness, 
were scattered on the way. 

When I approached the town of Charlestown, the first 
object that met my eyes was a party of Indians holdinec 
a war dance. A cask of rum, which the inhabitants had 
yuflfered them to partake of, had raised their spirits to all 
the horrid yells, and feats of distortion which character- 
ize the nation. I was chilled at the sigh% and passed 
tremblingly by. At this time Charlestown contained 
nine or ten families, who lived in huts not far distant from 
each other. The In<fians were numerous, and associated 
in a friendly manner with the whites. It was the most 
northerly settlement on Connecticut River, and the adja- 
cent country. Was terribly wild. A sawmill was erected, 
and the first boards were sawed while I was there : the 
inhabitants commemorated the event with a dance, which 
took place on the new boards. In those days there was 
^ich a mixture on the frontiers, of savages and 'settlers, 
without established laws to govern them, that the state 
of society cannot be easily described, and the impending 
dani^ers of war, where it was known that 'the savagei^ 
would join the enemies of our country, retarded the prog- 
ress of refinement and cultivation. The inhabitants of 
Charlestown began to erect a fort, and took soLne step.<> 
towards clearing their farms ; but war soon checked their 
industry. 

f Charlestown. 

In the year 1740, the first settlement was made in the 
town of Charlestown, then known by the name of No. 4, 
by three families who emigrated from Lunenburg, by 
the name of Farnsworth ; that part of New-Hampshhre 
west of Merrimack river was then a trackless wildernes»# 
Within a few years pas:, instances have been known, of 
new townships totally uninhabited, becoming fl^ourisbrng. 
and thick settled villages in the course of six or seven 
years. But in those days, when government was weak,' 
when savages were on our borders and Frenchmen h^ 
Canada, population extended with timorous and tardy 
paces ; in the course of twelve years the families increa- 
sed only to twenty-two or three. The human race will 
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4iot fioumh unless fostered by the warm sunshine <^ 
;peacew 

EHiriag the first twenty years of its existence as a set- 
tled place, uatil the peace between Gre^^Britain and 
France, it suffered all the consternation, and ravages of 
war; not that warfare which civilized nations wage with 
€ach other, but the cruel cJarnage of savages and Frenchi- 
men. . Sometimes engaged in the duties of the camp, at 
others sequestering themselves from surrounding enemies^ 
.they biecame familiar with danger, but. not with industri- 
ous husbandry. 

In the yeai; 1744, the inhabitants began to erect a fort 
.for their safety*. When the Cape Breton war commen- 
ced, the! Indians aissumed the hatchet and began their 
..depredations on Charlestown on the- 19th day of April, 
A. D* 1 7.46, by burning the mills, and itaking Capt» John 
^paiford, Isaac Parker, and Stephen Famsworth prison- 
ers. On the second of May following Seth Putnam - was 
killed* Two days after,. Capt. Payne arrived with a troop 
of horse from Massachusetts, to defend the place; about 
twenty of his men had the curiosity to view the place 
where^ Putnam was killed, and were ambushed by the 
Indians. Gapt* Stevens, who commanded a few men, 
xushcdout of the fort to their relief; a sharp combat er^ 
sued, in which the Indians W'ere routed r they left somi 
guns and blankets on the field of action, but they carried 
their dead off with them, which is a policy they never 
omit. Ensign Obadiah Sartwell was captured, and Sain>> 
uel Famsworth, Elijah Allen, Peter Perin," Aaron Ly09 
and Joseph Massey fell victims to Indian vengeance* 

On the 19th of Juqe, a severe engagcftient took place. 
Capt. Brown, from Stow in Massachusetts, had previous* 
ly.armved with some troops; a party of his, joined a 
attmbeit of** Capt. Stevens' soldiers to go into the meadow 
after their . bourses. The dogs discovered an ambush^ 
>whttik put them in a posture for tiction^ and gave them 
.the advantage of the first fire. This disc<)ncerted the 
sava^^'who being on higher pound overshot, and did 
init little damage to the English. The. enemy were rbut- 
.ed, land 0ven seen to drag several dead bodies after themv 
They left behind them guns^ spears and blankets, which 
«old at 40(i. old tenor. ; During the' time Capt. Josiah 
finowh assisted in defendmg the fort,.;Jedidiah Winchd 
•was killed; Samuel Stanhope^ Comet Baker and Davi^ 
Parke!c were wotmded. During thiiJ summer,the fort wa» 
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entirely blockaded, atid all were obliged to take refti^ 
within the pickets. On the 3d day of .August, one Philips 
was killed within a few feet of the fort, as he accidental* 
\y stepped out ; at mght a soldier crept to him with &. 
rope, and he was drawn into the« fort and interred* In 
the summer of the year 1746, Capt. Ephraim Browti 
irom Sudbury, arrived with a troop of horse to relieve 
Capt« Josiah Brown. The Sudbury troop tarried about 
a month, and were relieved by a company commanded by 
Capt. Winchester, who defended tl^ place till autumn, 
when the inhabitants, fatigued with watching, and weary 
of the dangers of the forest, deserted the place entirely 
for about six months. In the month of August previous 
to the evacuation^ the Indians assisted by their brethren 
the French, were very troublesome and mischievous^ 
they destroyed all the horses, hogs and cattle. An atp- 
tack was made on die fort, which lasted two days. My 
£ath.er at this time lost ten cattle, but the people were se» 
<;ured behind their wooden walk, and received but littte 
damage. 

In this recess of the settlement of No. 4, the Indians 
and French were ice«locked in Canada, and the frontiers 
attfiered only in apprehension. In March, 1747, Capt. 
Phinehas Stevens, who commanded a ranging party of a* 
bout 30 men, marched to No. 4, and took poissession of 
the fort. He found it uninjured by the enemy, and an 
old spaniel and a cat, who had been domesticated before 
tke evacuation, had guarded it safely through the winter, 
and gave the troops a hearty welcome to their tenement. 

Capt. Stevens was of eminent service to the infant set* 
tlement. In 1748, he moved his family to the place, and 
encouraged the settlers by his fortitude and industry. In 
the early part of his Kfe, when Rutland suffered by saY- 
aee vengeance, when the Rev. Mr. Willard was murder^ 
ed, he was taken prisoner and carried to St.' Francois. 
This informed him of the Indian customs, and femitiar^ 
zed him with their mode of warfare : he was an active, 
jpenetrating soldier, and a respectable, worthy citii^en. 

In a few days after the fort was taken possession <rf 'by 
Capt. Stevens' troops, a party of 500 French and Indian^, 
ctommanded by Monsieur Debeline, sallied from their deft 
fa Gffnada, and made a furious attack ©n the fort. The 
l)attle lasted five days, and every stratagem wbicli'F¥enck 
Jpolicy or Indian malice could invent, was practised to r©^ 
cuee the garrison. Sometimes they made an onset by » 
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discharge of musquetry, at others they discharged fire 
arrows^ which communicated fire to several parts of the 
fort. But these were insufficient to daunt the courage of 
the little band that were, assailed* Their next step was 
to fill a cart with combustibles, and roll it against the 
walls, to communicate fire ; but the English kept up suck 
a brisk incessant fire that they were defeated in the pro- 
jects At length the Monsieurs^ tired with fighting, beat 
a parley ; two Indians, formerly acquainted with Capt. 
Stevens, came a8**negociators, and wished to exchaj:^e 
some furs for corn $ this, Capt. Stevens refused, Hut offer- 
ed a bushel of corn for each hostage they would leave 
to be exchanged, at some future dav. These terms were 
not complied with, and on the fifth day the. enemy re- 
treated, at which time the soldiers in the garrison honored 
them with as brisk a discharge as they could afibrd, to let 
them know that they were neither disheartened nor ex- 
hausted in ammunition. The garrison had none killed, 
and only one, of the name of Brown, was wounded. 

Perhaps no place was ever defended with greater bra- 
very than this fort during this action : 30 or 40 men, 
when attacked by 500, must have an uncommon degree 
of fortitude and vigilance to defend themselves during a 
siege of five days. But Capt. Stevens was equal to the 
task, and will be applauded by posterity. After the bat- ' 
tie, he sent an express to Boston with the tidings. Gov. 
Charles Knowles happened then to be at Boston, and re- 
warded Capt. Stevens with a handsome sword, in grati- 
tude for which the place was afterwards called Charles* 
tovnu " 

In November 1747, a body of the troq)S set out from 
the fort, to return to Massachusetts ; they had not pro- 
ceeded far before the Indians fired on them. Isaac Good- 
ale and Nathaniel Giould were killed, and one Anderson 
taken prisoner. From this period until the end of the Cape 
Breton war, the fort was defended by Capt. Stevensu 
Soldiers passed apd re-passed to Canada, but the inhabi- 
tants tooK sanctuary in the fort, and made but little prog- 
ress in cultivation. During the Indian wars, which last- 
ed till the year 1760,Charrestown was noted more for its 
feats of war, than as a place of rapid improvement* Set- 
tlers thought it more prudent to remain with their friends 
jn safety, than risk their scalps with savage power* Since 
^hat pei^od, it has become a flourishing vulage^ and con- 
tains ^11' that a rural situation affords of the useful and the 
pleaswt; numerous fanus aiid stately buildings now' 
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flourish, where the savage roamed the forest. Tie pros- 

Emir of the town was greatly prompted by the Rev. 
ulkley Olcott, w^ was a settled minister there about 
3^ years. In the character of this good man was com- 
bined the agreeable companion, the industrious citizen^ 
and uqaiFected christian. During the whole of his min- 
istry, his solicitude for the happiness of his parishioners 
Was as conspicuous, in the benefits they received from 
his assistance, a& in their sincere attachment to his per- 
son. As a divme he was pathetic, devout and instruc- 
tive, and may with propriety be said to have 

Shewn th6 path to Heaven,' and led tbe way. 

He wa^ highly respected through life : in June, 179S, 
be died, much lamented. 

Removed to Charhstown^ <^c* 

In May 1 749, we received inibrmation of the cessa- 
tion of arms between. Great Britain and France. I had 
then been married about two years, and Mr. Johnson's 
eoterprisins spirit was zealous to remove to Charles- 
town; in June we undertook the hazardous and fati* 
fuing journey : we arrived safe at the fort, and found 
ve families, who had ventured so far into the woods 
during hostilities. — But the gloomy forest, and the war* 
like appearance of the place, soon made me homesick. 
Two or three days after my arrival, orders came from 
Massachusetts to withdraw the troops : governzEient pla* 
ced confidence in the profiered peace of Frenchmen, and 
withdrew even the appearance of hostility. B«t French, 
treachery and savage malice will ever keep pace wkh 
each other. Without ievcn the suspicion of danger, the 
inhabitants went about their business, of husbandryi 
The day the soldiers leit the fort. Ensign Obadiah Sart- 
well ^ent to harrow some com, and took Enos Stevens, 
the fourth son of PJlineaa Stevens, Esq. to ride horse; 
my father and two brothers were at work in the mead- 
ow ; early in th^ afternoon the Indians appeared and 
shot Ensign Sartwell artd the horse, and took young. Ste- 
vens a prisoner. In addition to this, my father and broth- 
ers were in the meadow, and we supposed they must be 
destroyed. My husband was gone to Northfieid* IJi 
the fort w^^e seven women and four men ; the a^iety 
Bnd]grief we experiented- was the higtest imagifiable. 
TliiB next night we disjkatch^d a post t5 Bi^stofr, to carry 
the new^ ot our disaster, but my fatlilsr a»d brothers dd 
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Dot rcflurn. The next day but one my husband and five 
or six others arrived from Nortiifieid. We kept close in 
the garrison, suffering every apprehension for ten or 
twelve days, when the sentry from the box cried out that 
troops were coming : joyful at the relief, we all mounted 
on the top of the fort, and among the rest discovered my 
father. — He, on hearing the guns, supposed the fort was 
destroyed, left his team in the meadow, and made the 
best of his way .t» Northfield with my two brothers. 
The soldiers were about thirty in number, and headed 
by Major Josiah Willard, of Fort Dummer. Enos Ste- 
vens was carried to , Montreal, but the French comman- 
der sent him back directly,, by the way of Albany. 
This was the last damage done the frontiers during the 
Cape Breton wan 

Cursory Notices* 

A detail of the miseries of a " frontier man," must ex- 
cite the pity of every child of humanity. The gloomi- 
ness of the rude forest, the distance from friends and 
competent defence, aad the daily inroads and nocturnal 
yells of the hostile Indians, a waken those keen apprehen- 
sions and anxieties which conception only can picture. If 
thelpeaceful employment of husbandry is pursued, tl^e 
loaded musket must stand by his side ; if he visits .a 
neighbour, or resorts on Sundays to the sacred house of 
prayer, the weapons of war must bear him company ; at 
home, the distresses of a wife, and the tears of lisping 
children often unman the soul that real danger assail- 
ed in vain. — Those who can recollect the war that ex,* 
isted between France and England fifty years ago, majr 
figure to themselves the unhappy situation of the inhabi* 
tants on the frontiers of New-Hampshire. The mal- 
ice of the French in Canada and the exasperated sava- 
ges that dwelt in their vicinity, rendered the tedious 
days and frightful nights a season of unequalled qalamji* 
ties. The daily reports of captured families and slaugh- 
tered friends, mingled grief with fe?ir. Had there. been 
an organized government, to stretch forth ^ts protecting 
arm, in any case of danger, the mis^y miebt have been 
in a degree alleviated. But the infancy pi our country 
did not adnait pf this blessing. While Governor Shirjey, 
of Massachus^etts, was petitioning to England for ja fle^t 
and an army, BenningWcntwortn,the,supine governor of 
New-Hampshire, obeyed implicitly tfie advice of his 
friend Shirley, and remained , inactively secure at his 
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seat in Portsmouth. At the commencement of the year 
1745, the Quixotic expedition to Louisbourg was project- 
ed, the success of which originated from the merest, acci- 
dent, rather than from military valor or generalship. 
This drained the thinly inhabited state of New-Hamp- 
shire of most of its effective men. From that period till 
the peace, which took place in the year 1749, the vision- 
ary schemes of Shirley kept the best soldiers embodied 
in some remote place, as a force to execute some impoli- 
tic project. The conquest of Canada, and the attack up- 
on Crown-Point, are recorded as specimens of the wild 
projects which were to employ the infant forces of Ke w- 
England. During this time, the frontiers sustained addi- 
tional miseries, by having the small forces of the state 
deducted for purposes which could be of no immediate 
service to them. The savages committed frequent de- 
predations on the defenceljess inhabitants, and the ease 
with which they gained their prey encouraged their 
boldness, and by scattering in small parties, tney were 
able to infest the whole frontier of New-Hampshire, ffom 
Port Dummer on Connecticut river to the lowest settle- 
ment on the Merrimack. During this waf , which is knovirn 
by the name of the Cape Breton war, the town of No. 
4 could hardly be said to be inhabited ; some adven- 
turers had made a beginning, but few were considered as 
belonging to the town. Capt. Stevens, whose valor is 
recorded as an instance of consummate generalship, part 
of the time kept the fort, which afforded a shelter to the 
enterprizing settlers in times of imminent danger*. But 
even his vigilance did not save the town Irom numerous 
scenes of carnage. At the commencement of th^ peacci^ 
in 1749, the enterprising spirit of New-England rose su- 
perior to the dangers of the forest, and they began to ven- 
ture innovation. The Indians, still thirsty for plunder 
and rapine, and regardless of the peace which their mas- 
ters^ the French, had concluded, kept up a flying war- 
fare, and committed several outrages upon lives and 
property This kept the increasing inhabitants in a state 
of alarm, for three or four years \ most of th^ time they 
performed their daily work without molestatioii, but re- 
treated t© the fort at each returning night. 

Our country has so long been exposed to Inclian wars, 
ithatrecitalS' of exploits and sufferings, of escapes and 
deliverances, have become both numerous and trite. The 
air of novelty will not be attempted in the following pa* 
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ges ; simple facts, unadorned, is what the reader must 
expect ; pity for my sufferings, and admiration at my 
safe return, IS all that my history can excite. The aged 
man, while perusing, will probably turn his attention lo 
the period when the facts took place, his memory \f ill be 
refreshed with the sad tidings of his country 's sufferings, 
which gave a daily wound to his feelings, between the 
years 17^0 and 1760 ; by contrasting those days with 
the present, he may rejoice that he witnesses those times 
which many have ^' waited for, but died without a sight." 
TJhose " in early life," while they commiserate the suf- 
ferings which their parents and ancestors endured, may 
felicitate themselves that their lines fell in a land of peace, 
where neither savages nor neighboring wars molest 
their happiness. ' 

CHAP. I. 

Situation until August 31, 1754. 

Some of the soldiers who arrived with Major Willard, 
with the inhabitants who bore arms, were commanded by 
Capt. Stevens the i;est of the year 1749, and part of the 
following spring; after which the inhabitants resided 
pretty much in the fort, until the spring or fall of the 
year 1752. They cultivated their land in some degree, 
but they put but little cenfidca«e in the savages. 

The continuation of peace began by degrees to ap- 
pease the resentment oi the Indians, and they appeared 
to discover a wish for friendly intercourse. The inhabi- 
tants in No. 4, and its vicinity, relaxed their watchfulness^ 
and ventured more boldly into their fields. Every ap- 
pearance of hostility at length vanished — the Indians e»- 
pressed a wish to traffic, the inhabitants laid by their 
fears, and thought no more of tomahawks, nor scalping- 
knives. Mr. Johnson now thought himself justified in. 
removing to his £arm, an hundred rods distant from the 
fort, which was then the uppermost settlement on Con- 
necticut River : he pursued his occupation of trade, and 
the Indians made frequent visits to Iraffick their furs for 
his merchandize. He frequently credited them for 
"blankets and other necessaries, and in most instances they 
were punctual in payment. During the year 1753, all 
was harmony and safety-<-settlements increased with tol- 
erable rapidity, and the new country began to assume 
the appearance of cultivation. 

The commencement of the year 1.754 hegga to threat- 
en another rupture between the French and English^ and 
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as the dividing line between Canada and the English Col- 
onies was the object of contention, it was readily seen 
that the frontier towns would he in imminent dang^. 
But as inunediate war was not expected, Mr. Johnson 
thought that he might risk the safety of his family, while 
he made a tour to Connecticut, for trade. He sat out the 
last of May, and his absence of three months was a tedi- 
' ous and a bitter season to me. Soon after his departure' 
every body was " tremblingly alive" with fear. The In- 
dians were reported to be on their march for our destruc- 
tion, and our distance from sources of information gave 
full latitude for exaggeration of news, before it reached 
our ears. The fears of the niglk were horrible beyond 
description, and even the light of day was far from dis- 
pelling painful anxiety. While looking from the win- 
dows of my log-house and seeing my neighbors tread cau- 
tiously by each hedge and hillock, lest some secreted sav- 
age might start forth to take their scalp, my fears would 
baffle description. Alarms grew louder and louder, till 
our apprehensions were too strongly confirmed by the 
news of the capture of Mr. Melloon's iamily on Merri- 
mack river : this reached us about the 20th of August* 
Imagination now saw and heard a thousand Indians ; and 
I never went round my own house, without first looking 
with trembling caution by each corner, to see if a toma- 
hawk was not raised for my destruction. 

On the 24th of August I was relieved from all my fears 
by the arrival of my husband. He brought intelligence 
from Connecticut that a war -was expected the next 
spring, but that no immediate danger was contemplated. 
He had made preparations to move to Northfield as soon 
as our stock of hay was consumed, and our dozen of 
swine had demolished our ample stores of grain, which 
'would secure his family and property from the 
miseries and ravages ot war. Our eldest son, Sylvanus, 
who was six years old, was in the mean time to be put to 
school at Springfield. Mr. Johnson brought home a 
large addition to his stores, and the neighbors made fre- 
-quent parties at our house, to express their joy for his 
return, and tkne passed merrily off, by the aid of spirit 
and a ripe yard of melons. As I was in the last days of 
pregnancy, I could not join so heartily in their good 
cheer as I otherjvise might. Yet in a new country, pleas- 
ure is often derived from sources unknown to those less 
accustomed to the woods. The return of my l^usband, the 
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relief from danger, and the crowds of happy friends, com- 
bined to render my situation peculiarly agreeable. I 
no 17 boasted with exultation, that {should, with husband, 
friends and luxuries,, live happy in spite of the fear of 
sayages. 

On the evening of the 29th of August our house was vis- 
ited by a party of neighbors, who spent the time very^ 
cheerfblly with watermelons and flip, till midnight ; they 
idUhen retired in high spirits, except a spruce young 
spark, who tarried to keep company with my sister. We 
then went to bed with feelings well tuned for sleep, and 
rested with fine composure, till midway between day- 
break and sunrise, when we were roused by neighbor 
Labarree's knocking at the door, who had shouldered 
his axe to do a day's work for my husband. Mr. John- 
son slipped on his jacket and trowsers, and stepped to 
the door to let him in. But by opening the door he 
opened a scene-^-terrible to aescribej! Indians! In- 
dians were the first words I heard 2 he sprang to Bis guns, 
but Labarree, heedless of danger, instead df closing the 
door to keep them out, began to rally our hired men up 
stairs, for not rising earlier. But in an instant a crowd of 
savages, fixed horribly for war, rushed furiously in. I 
screamed and begged my friends to ask for quarter ; by 
this time they were all over the house ; some up stairs, 
sonae hauling my sister out of bed ; another had hold ot , 
me, and one was approaching Mr. Johnson, who stood in 
' the middle of the floor to deliver himself up ; but the 
Indian supposing that he would make resistance, and be 
more than his match, went to the door and brought three 
of his comrades, and the four bound him. I was led to 
the door, fainting and trembling ; there stood my friend 
Labarree, bound ; Ebenezer Farnsworth, whom they 
found up'chainber, they were putting in the same situa- 
.-^ tion ; and to complete the shocking scene, my three little 
children were driven naked ta the place where I stood. 
On viewing myself I found that I too was naked. — 
An Indian nad plundered three gowns, who, on seeing 
my situation gave me the whole. I asked another for a 
petticoat, but he refused it. After what little plunder- 
their hurry would allow them to get, was confusedly 
bundled up, we were ordered to march. After going 
about 20 rods, we fell behind arising ground, where we 
halted to,pack the things in a better manner ; while there, 
a savage wfent back as we supposed to fire the buildings. 
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Farnsworth proposed to mj husband to go back with 
him to get a quantity of pork from the cellar, to help us 
on our journey; but Mr. Johnson prudently replied, 
that by tnat means, the Indians might find the rum, and 
in a fit of intoxication kill us alL The Indian presently 
returned with marks of fear in his countenance,* and we 
iitere hurried on with all violence. Two savages laid hold 
of each of my arms, and hurried me through^ thorny 
thickets in a most unmerciful manner. I lost a shoe, and 
suffered exeeedindy. We heard the alarm guns from . 
the fort. This added new speed to the flight of the sav« 
ages. They were apprehensive that soldiers might be 
sent for our relief. When we had ^ola mile and a half, 
my faintness obliged me to sit. This being observed by 
an Indian he drew his knife, as I supposed, to put an end 
lo my existence. But he only cut some band, with 
with which my gown was tied, and then pushed me on. 
My little children were crying ; my husband and the oth^ 
er two iften were bound, and my sister .and myselt were 
obliged to make the best of our way, with all ourmight* 
The loss of my shoe rendered travelling extremely pain- 
ful. At the distance of three miles there was a general 
halt ; the savages supposing that we, as well as th'eniselves^ 
might have an appetite for breakfast^ gave us a loaf of 
bread, some raisins and apples, which they had taken 
from the house. While we were forcing down our scan- 
ty breakfast, a horse came in sight, known to us all by 
the name of Scoggin, belonging to Phinehas Stevens^ Esq. 
One of the Indians attempted /.a shoot him, but was pre- 
vented by Mr# Johnson. They then expressed a wish to 
catch him, saying, by pointing to me, for squaw to ride : 
my husband had previously bee» unbound to assist the 
children ; he, with two Indians, caught the horse on the 
banks of the river. By this time my legs and feet were 
covered with blood, which being noticed by Mr. Labar- 
ree', he with that humanity whicn never forsook him, took 
his own stoAings and presented them to me, and the In- 
dians gave me a pair of mocasins. 

[To be continued*'} 

*Tbis, as We afterwads found, wa? occasioned by his meeting Mr* 
Osmer at the door of the house, who lod^d in the chamber, and had 
accreted himself behind a box, and was then making bis escape. 
He ran directly to the fort, and the alarm guns were fired. My fa- 
tbert Mr. Moses Willard, was then second in command. Capt. Ste- 
vens waa for saUying out with a party for oar relief; but my father 
begged him to desist, a» the Indians made it an invariable practice to 
kUi their pritonetawhen attacked. 
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[continued.] 

Bags and blankets were thrown over Scoggin, and I 
mounted on the lop of them, and on we jogged about sev- 
en miles, to the upper end of Wilcott's Island. — ^We 
there halted, and prepared to cross the river ; rafts were 
made of dry timber — two Indians and Farnsworth cros- 
sed first, Labarree, by signs, got permission to swim the 
horse, and Mr. Johnson was allowed to swim by the raft 
that I was on, toppsh it along. We all arrived safe on 
the other side of the river, about four o'clock in the af- 
ternoon ; s fire was kindled, and some of their stolen ket- 
tles were hung over it, and filled with porridge. The 
savages took delight in viewing their spoil, which amoun- 
ted to forty or fifty pounds in value. They then, with a 
*true savage ytll, gave the war whoop, and bid defiance 
to danger. As our tarry in this place lasted an hour, I 
liad time to reflect on our miseralDle situation. Captives, 
in the power of unmerciful savages, without provisioBt 
and almost without clothes, in a wilderness where we 
must sojourn as long as the children of Israel did, for 
aught we knew, and what added to our distress, not one 
ef our savage masters could understand a word of En- 
glish. Here, after being hurried from home with suck 
rapidity, I have leisure to inform the reader respecting 
our Indian masters. They were eleven* in numbci, men 
of middle age, except one, a youth of fiixteen, who in our 
journey discovered a very mischievous and troublesome 
disposition.— According to their national practice, he 
who first laid hands on a prisoner, considered him as his 
property. My master, who was the one that took my 
Aand when I sat on the bed, was. as clever an Indian as 



* Mr. Labarree is rerj positiTe, and I think Mr. Johnson' was of 
the same opinion, that seTe«iteen Indians attacked the house ; the 
other six might hare been a scouting party, that wi^tched till we 
were out of danger, and then took another route. 
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ever I saw ; he even evinced, at numerous times, a dicpo^ 
sition that shewed be was by no means void of compas- 
^^on. — The four, who took m j husband, claimed him as* 
their property, and &>v sister, three children, Labarree 
and Farnsworth, had each a master. When the tim^ 
came for us to prepare to march, I almost expired at 
the thouehu To leave my a^ed parents, brothers, sis- 
ters and iriends, and travel with savages, through a dis- 
mal forest to unknown regions, in the alarming situation 
. I th^ was in, with three small children, the eldest Syl* 
vanus, who was but six years old. My eldest daughter, 
Susanna, wa<^ four, and roily, the other, two. My sister 
Jliriam was fourteen. — Mynnsband was barefoot, and 
otherwise thinly clothed ; his master had taken his 
jacket, and nothing but his shirt and trowsers remained. 
My two daughters had nothing but their shifts, and I on- 
ly the gown that was handed me by the savages. Tn 
addition to the sufferings which arose from my own de- 
plorable condition, I could not but feel for my friend 
Labarrce ; he had left a wife and four small cbitdreu 
behind, to lament his loss, and to render his situation ex- 
tremely unhappy. With all these misfortunes lying 
heavily upon me, the reader can imagine my situation. 
The Indians pronounced the dreadful word " munch,'^ 
march, and on we must gok I was put on the horse, Mr» 
Johnson took one daughter, and Mr. Labarree, being un- 
bound, took the other ; — we went six or eight miles and 
stopped for the night. The men were made secure, by 
laving their legs put in split sticks, somewhat like stocks, 
and tied with cords, which were tied to the limbs of trees 
too high to be reached. My sister, much to her mortifi- 
cation, must lie between two Indians, with a cord throWh 
over her, and passing under each of them ; the little chil- 
dren had blankets, and I was allowed one for my use. 
Thus we took lodging for the night, with the sky for a 
covering, and the ground for a pillow. The fatigues, of 
the preceding day obliged me to sleep several hours, m 
spiteof the horrors which surrounded me. The Indians 
observed great silence, and never spoke but when really 
necessary, and all the prisoners^ were disposed to say 
but little ; my children wer^ much more peaceable than 
could be imagined ; gloomy fear imposed a deadly si* 
knee. 



CAPTIVrrT OF MRa JOHNSON. in 

CHAP. II. 

History of our journey through the wilderness^ till we came 
to the waters that enter Lake Champlain. 

In the morning we were roused before sunrise, the In* 
ilians struck up a fire, hung on their stolen kettles, and 
made us some water gruel for breakfast. After a few 
sips of this meagre fare, I was again put on the horse, 
with my husband by my side, to hold me on. My two 
fellow prisoners took the little girls, and we marched 
iiorrowiully on for an hour or two, when a keener dis;- 
tress was added to my multiplied afflictions ; — I was ta- 
ken with the pangs of child-birth. The Indians signiflr 
led to us that we musrt go on to a brook* When we got 
^ere^ they shewed some humanity, by making /^ booth 
for me. Here the compassionate reader will «drop a 
fresh tear, for my inexpressible clistress ; fifteen or imen" 
' ty miles from the abode of any civilized being, in the 
open wilderness, rendered cold by a rainy ^day — in one 
of the most perilous hours, and unsupplied with the least 
necessary that could yield convenience in the hazard- 
ous moment.- My children were crying at. a distance, 
where they were held by their masters, and only my 
husband and sister to attend me : none but mothers can 
.figure to themselves my unhappy fortune. The Indians 
kept aloof the whole time. About ten o^cIock a daugh- 
ter was born. They then brought me some articles of 
clothing for the child, which they had taken from the 
house. My master looked into the booth, and clapped 
bis hands with joy, crying two monies for me,two monies 
for me. I was permitted to rest the remainder of the day. 
The Indians were employeo in making a bier for the 
prisoners to carry me on, and another booth for my lodg- 
ing during night. They brought a needle and two pins, 
and some bark to tie the child's clothes, which they gave 
my sister,and a large wooden spoon to feed it with ; at dusk 
. they made some porridge,and brought a cup to steep some 
roots in, which Mr. Labarree had providea. In the eve- 
ning I was removed to the new booth. For supper, they 
made more porridge and some Johnny cakes. My por- - 
tion was brought me in a little bark. I slept that night 
far beyond expectation. ^ 

In tne morning we ;^ere summoned for the journey, 
after the usual breakfast of meal and water. I, with my 
infant in my arms, was laid on the litter, which was' sup- 
ported alternaiely by Mr. Johnson, Labarrec and Farns* 
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worth. My sister and son were put upon Scoggin, and 
the two little girls rode on their master's back*?. Thus we 
proceeded two miles when my carriers grew too faint to 
proceed any further. This oeing observed by Qur sable 
masters, a general halt was called, and they embodied 
themselves for council. My master soon made signs to 
Mr. Johnson, that if I could ride on the horse 1 might 
proceed, otherwise I must be left behind. Here I ob- 
served marks of pity in his countenance, but this 
might arise from the fear of losing his two monies. I 
preferred an attempt to ride on the hbrse, rather than to 
perish miserably alone. Mr. Labarree took the infant, 
and every step of the horse almost deprived me of life. 
My weak ana helpless condition rendered me, in a de- 

Eree, insensible to every thing ; my poor child could 
ave no sustenance from my breast, and Was supported 
entirely by water gruel. My other little children, ren- 
dered peevish by an uneasy mode of riding, often burst 
into cries, but a surly check frbm their ma5>ters soon si- 
lenced them. We proceeded on with a slow, mournful 
pace. My weakness was too severe to allow me to sit on 
the horse long at a time 5 every hour I was taken off, and 
laid on the ground to rest. This preserved my life dur- 
ing the third day. At night we found ourselves at the 
head of Black River Pond*. Here we prepared to spend 
the night ; our supper consisted of ^uel and the broth of 
a hawk, they had killed the precedmg day. The prison- 
ers were secured as nsual, a booth was made for me, and 
all went to rest. After encampment, we entered into a 
short conversation. My sister observed, that if I could 
have been left behind, our trouble would have been 
seemingly nothing. My husband hoped, by the assis- 
tance of Providence, we should all be preserved. Mr. 
Labarree pitied his poor family— and Farnsworth sum- 
med the whole of his wishes by saying, that il he could 
have got a layer of pork from the cellar, we should not 
be in fear of starvation. The night was uncommonly 
* dark, and passed tediously off. 

In the morning half chilled with a cold fog, we were 
ordered from our places of rest, were offered the ' lean 
fare of meal and water, and then prepared for the jour- 
ney ; every thing resembled a funeral procession. The 
savages preserved their gloomy sadness — the prisoners, 
bowed down with grief and fatigue, felt little disposition 
to talk; and the unevennei4 of the country, sometimes 
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lying in miry plains, at others rising into steep and bro- 
ken hills, renaered our passage/ hazardous and painful. 
Mr* Labarree kept the infant m his arms, and preserved 
its life. The fifth day's journey was an unvaried scene 
of fatigue. The Indians sent out two or three hunting 
parties, who returned without game. As we had in the 
morning consumed the last morsel of our meal, every 
one now began to be seriously alarmed ; and hunger, 
with all its horrors, looked us earnestly in ,the face. At 
night, we found the waters that run into Lake Cham- 
plain, which was over the height of land ; before dark 
we halted, and the Indians, by the help of their punk, 
which they carried in horns, made a fire. They soou 
adopted a plan to relieve their hunger. The horse was 
shot, and nis flesh was in a few moments broiling oh em- 
bers, and they with native gluttony, satiated their cra- 
ving appetites. To use the term politeness, in the man- 
agement of this repast, may be thought a burlesque, yet 
their offering the prisoners the best parts of the hocse; 
certainly bordered on civility ;^ an epicure could not 
have catered nicer slices, nor in that situation served 
them up with more neatness. Appetite is said to be the best 
sauce, yet our abundance of it did not render savory this 
novel steak. My children, however, eat too much, which 
made them very lykwell for a number of days. Broth 
was made for me and my .child, which was rendered al- 
niost a luxury by the seasoning of roots. After supper, 
countenances began to brighten ^ those who had relished 
the meal exhibited new strength, and those who had on- 
ly snuffed its effluvia, confessed themselves regaled 5 the 
evening was employed in drying and smoking what re- 
mained, for future use. The night was a scene <^ dis- 
tressing fears to me, and my extreme weakness. had afiec- 
ted my mind to such a degree, that every difficulty ap- 

F eared doubly terrible. By the assistance of Sco^m, 
had been brought so far, yet so great was my debihty, 
that every hour i was taken ojff and laid upon the grouna, 
to keep me from expiring. But now, alas ! this convey- 
ance was no more. To walk was impossible. Inevita^ 
ble death, in the midst of woods, one hundred miles 
wide, appeared my only* portion. 
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CHAP. HI. 

Conlinuatitm^ — till our arrvcalat East Bay^ in Lake Charn^ 

plain* 
In the morning of the sixth day, the Indians exerted - 
themselves to prepare one of their greatest dainties. 
The marrow bones of old Scoggin were pounded for a 
soup, and every root, both sweet and bitter, that the 
woods afforded, were thrown in to give it a flavor. Each 
one partook of as mtich as his feelings would allow. 
The war '^hoop then resounded, with an infernal yell, 
and we began to fix for a march. My fate was unknown^ 
till my master brought some bark, and tied my petticoats^ 
as high as he supposed would be convenient for walking, 
and ordered me to " munch." With scarce strength to 
stand alone, I went on half a mile, with my little son and 
three Indians. The rest were advanced. My power to 
move then failed, the world grew dark, and I dropped 
down. I had sight enough to see ' an Indian lift his 
hatchet over my head, while my little son screamed, — " 
** Ma^am do go, for they will kill you.'' As I fainted, my 
last thought was, that I should presently be in the world 
of spirits. When I awoke my master was talking angri- 
ly with the savage, who hid threatened my life. By 
his gestures I could learn, that he charged him with not 
■acting the honorable part of a warrior, by an attempt to 
destroy the prize of a brother. A whoop was given for 
a halt. My master helped me to the rest of the compa- 
ny, where a council was held, the result of which was, 
that my husband should walk by my side, and help me 
along. This he did for some hours, but faintness then 
overpowered me, and Mr. Johnson's tenderness and , so- 
licitnde wa3 unequal to the task, of aiding rae further ; 
another council was held — while in debate, as I lay on 
the ground, gasping for breath, my master sprang to- 
wards me, with his hatchet. My husband and fellow 
prisoners grew pale at the sight, suspecting that he by a 
single blow would rid themselves of so great a burthen 
as myself. But he had yet too much esteem for his" two 
monies." His object was to get bark from a tree, to 
make a pjck-saddle, for my conveyance on the back of 
my husband. — He took me upf and we marched is that 
form the rest of the day. Mr. Labarree still kept my in- 
fant, Farnsworth carried one of the little girls, and the 
other rode with her master ; they were extremely sick 
and weak, owing to the large portion of the horsci whick 
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Aej eat; but if they uttered a murmuring word, -a meit- 
acing frown from the savages soon imposed silence* 
None of the Indians were disposed to shew insults of any 
nature, except the youngest, which I have before "men* 
tioned. He often delignted himself, by tormenting my 
sister, by pulling her hair, treading on her gown, and nu* 
merous other boyish pranks, which were provoking and 
troublesome. We moved on, faint and wearily, till nighty 
the Indians then yelled th^r war whoop, built a fire, and 
hung over their horse broth. After supper, my booth 
was built, as usual, and I reposed much beUcr than I had 
the preceding nights. . 

In the morning, I found myself greatly restored. 
Without the aid of physicians, or physic, nature had ber 
gan the cure of that weakness, to which she had redu- 
ced me, but a few days before. The reader will be tired 
of the repetition of the same materials for our meals ; 
but if my feelings can be realized, no one will turn with 
disgust from a breakfast of steaks, which wert cut from 
the thigh of a horse. After which Mr. Johnson w^as or- 
dered to take the infant, and go forward with part of the 
company. I " munched" in the rear till v/e came to a 
beaver pond, which was formed in a branch of Ottep 
Creek. Here I was obliged to wade ; when half way 
over, up to the middle in cold water, my little strength 
failed, and my power to speak or see left me# Whil^ 
motionless and stiffened, in the middle of the pond, I was 
perceived from the other side, by Mr. Johnson, whe laid 
down the infant, ar.d came to* my assistance ; he took 
me in his arms, and when the opposite side was. gained, 
life itself had forsaken me. The whole^ company stop- 
ped, and the Indians, with more humanity than I suppo- 
sed them possessed of, busied themselves in making a 
fire, to warm me into life. The warm influence of the 
fire restored my exhausted strength, by degrees; and ia 
two hours I was told to munch. The rest of the day I 
was carried by my husband. — In the middle of the afteiv 
•flbon, we arrived on the banks of one of the great 
branches of Otter Creek. Here we halted, ahd two 
savages, who had been on a hunting scout, returned with 
a duck ; a fire was made, which was thrice grateful to 
my coH shivering limbs. Six days had now almost e^ 
lapsed, since the fatal morn, in which we were taken, 
and by the blessing of that Providence, whose smiles 
give life to creation, we were still in existence — My 
wearied husband, naked children, and helpless infant. 
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fermed a scene that convejed severer pangs to my heart, 
than all the sufferings I endured myself. The Indians 
were sullen and silent, the prisoners were swollen with 
gloomy grief, and I was half the time expiring. After 
my feelings were a little quickened by warmth, my sad 
portion was lH*ought in a bark, consisting of the auck's 
nead, and a gill of broth. As I lifted the unsavory mor- 
sel with a trembling hand, to my mouth, I cast my 
thoughts back a few days, to a time when, from a board 
plentifttUy ^nread, in my own house, I ate my food with 
a merrv neart. The wooden spoon dropped from my 
feeble hand. The contrast was too affecting. Seated 
on a ragged rock, beneath a hemlock, as I then was ; 
emaciated by sickness, and surrounded by my weeping 
and distressed fomily, who were helpless prisoners, des- 
pair would have robbed me of life, had I not put my 
whole confidence in that Being who has power to save. 
Our masters began to prepare to iord the stream. I 
swallowed most of my oroth, and was taken up by my 
husband. The river was very rapid, and passing dan- 
gerous. Mr. Labarree, when half over with my child, 
was tripped up by its rapidity, and lost the babe in the 
water ; little did I expect to see the poor thing again, 
hut he fortunately reached a comer of its blanket, and 
saved its life. The rest got safe to the other shore-— 
another fire was built, and my sister dried, the infant, and 
ka clothes. Here we found a proof of Indian sagacity, 
which might justly be supposed not to belong to a band 
of rambling barbarians. In their journey over to Con- 
necticut River, they had, in this place, killed a bear. 
The entrails were cleansed, and filled with the fat of 
the animal, and suspended from the limb of a tree ; bT 
it was deposited a bag of flour, and some tobacco, all 
which was deigned for fixture stores, when travelling 
that way. Nothing could have been offered more accep- 
table, than these tokens of Indian economy and prudence. 
The flour was made into pudding, add tne bear ^ease 
sauce was not unrelishing. Broth was made, and well 
seasoned with snakeroot, and those who were fond of to- 
bacco had each their share. The whole formed quite a 
sumptuous entertainment. But these savage dainties 
made no sensible addition to our quota of happiness. My 
weakness increased, my children were very unwell, and 
Mr. Jphnson^s situation was truly distressing. By trav- 
elling barefoot, over such a length of forest, and sup- 
porting me on his shoulders, his leet were rendered sore. 
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beyond description. I cannot express too much f;rati- 
tude, for Mr. Labarrce's goodness. My infant was his 
sole charge, and he supported it, by 'pieces of the 
horse flesh, which he kept for its use, which by being . 
first chewed in his own mouth, and then put into m6 
child's, afforded it the necessary nutriment. After sup- 
per, my booth was made, the evening yell was sounded, 
and weenoamped for the night. By this time the sava- 
ges had relaxed part of their watchfulness, and began to 
be careless of our escaping. — LaBarree and Farnsworth 
were lightly bound, and my husband had all his liberty. 
My sister could sleep without her two Indian compan- 
ions, and the whole company appeared less like prison- 
ers. 

In the morning of the eighth day, we were roused at 
sunrise. Although the early part of September is gener- 
ally blessed with a serene sky, and a warm sun, yet we 
suffered exceedingly by the cold. The mornings were 
damp and foggy, and the lofty trees, and numerous moun^ 
tains, often excluded tlie sun till noon. Our snakeroot 
broth, enriched with flour, made a i*are breakfast, and 
gave a little strength to our exhausted limbs. Orders 
came to " munch." My poor husband took me upon the 
pack saddle, and we resumed our march. LongbcfcH^ 
night, despondency had^strikingly pictured every counte- 
nahce. My little son, who had performed the whole 
journey on foot,was almost lifeless. Mr. Johnson was emaa- 
ciated, and almost exhaitsted ; — often he laid me on the- 
ground to save his own life, and mine ; for my weakness 
was too great to ride far, without requiring rest. While 
prostrate upon the earth, and able to speak, I often beg- 
ged him to leave me there, to end a life, which could last 
but a short time, and would tah^e his with it, if he continu- 
ed his exertions to save me ; but the idea was too shock- 
ing: wa continued our journey, in a slow, sorrowful mood, 
till night. Often did I measure a small distance for the 
sun to run, before I must bid it an eternal adieu. But 
the same Providence who had brought us so far, and in- 
clined our savage masters to. mercy, continued my pro- 
tector. — Farnsworth carried me a small distance,, and at 
last darkness put an end to our painful day's journey. Af- 
ter the customary refreshment,we went to rest. The night 
was terrible ; the first part was Egyptian darkness, then 
thunder, and lightning, and rain. On the eold earth, 
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without a cover, our situation may be imagined, but notf 
described. The Indians i^ve me an additional blanket 
for my use, and shewed some concern for my welfare ;: 
but it will ever stand first among modern miracles, that 
my life was spared. 

The morning came, and a bright sun reanimated our 
drowned spirits. The whole company now resembled 
a gi'oupof ghosts, more than bodily forms. Little did I 
expect that the light of another day would witness my 
existence; sensible, that if my own sad diseases did notf 
finish my existence, my husband would be reduced to the 
woful alternative, of either perishing with me, or leaving 
me in the woods to preserve his own life. — -The horrid 
yell was given, which was a signal for preparation. Mel- 
ancholy sat 4ieavily on every countenance, and the tear 
of wo moistened the sickened cheek of every prisoner.^ 
In addition to famine and fatigue, so long a journey, with- 
out a shoe for defence, had lacerated and mangled every 
foot, to a shockitig degree ; travelling was keenly painfuL 
The scanty breakfast was served up; as I was lifting my 
gill of broth to my cold lips^ my master, with a rash hand^ 
pulled' it from me, and gave it to my husband, observing 
by sign^, that he required all the sustenance to enable 
him to carry me. I yielded, on the supposition that it 
was a matter of little consequence, whether any thing was^ 
bestowed to that body which must soon mingle with its 
original clay. With sorrow and anguish, we began the 
ninth daj^s journey. Before we proceeded far, the In- 
dians signified to us, that we should arrive before night 
at East Bay, on Lake Champlain. This was a cordial 
te our drooping spirits, and caused an immediate transi- 
tion from despair to joy ; the idea of arriving at a place 
of* water carriage, translated us to new life. Those who 
languished with sickness, fatigue or despair, now march- 
ed forward with nervous alacrity. Two Indians were 
sent on a>huntine scout, who were to meet us at the Bay,. 
with canoes. This seasonable and agreeable intelligence, 
had every possible effect that was good ; we walked with 
greater speedy felt less of the journey, and thought little 
of our distresses. — About the middle of the afternooa 
the watefs of the Lake were seen, from a neighboring 
etiainence; we soon gained the bank, where we found the 
two Indians, with four canoes, and a ground squirrel ; a 
fire was built, and some food put in preparation. Here 
toy feeling^?, which had not been exhilirated so much as 
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Ae rest of my fellorw prisoners, were bu#yed above des* 
pair, and, for a short time, the pangs of distress lost tbeir 
influence. The life, which nine days painful suffering 
in^he wilderness, had brought to its last moment of dura* 
tioo, now started into new existence, and rendered the 
hour I sat on the shore of Lake Champlain one of the hap 
piest 1 ever experienced. Herfi we were to take passage 
in boats, and find relief from the thorny hills and miry 
swamps of the damp desart. My husband could now 
be relieved from the burden which had brought him- as 
tiigh eternity as myself, My little children would soon 
find clothing, and all my fellow sufferers would be in a 
condition to attain some of life's conveniencies* Twelve 
hours sailing would waft us to the settlements of civilised 
Frenchmen, Considering how much we had endured^ 
few will deem it less than a miracle, that we were still a- 
mong the living. My son, of six years old, had walked 
barefoot the whole journey. Farnsworth was shoeless^ 
and carried my eldest daughter. Labarree bad to carry 
and preserve the life of my infant* My sister, owing to 
her youth and health, had sufiea^d the least* My twe 
little daughters, with only their shifts, and partvof one of 
the three gowns which the savages gave »ine,w€!re subjeet 
to all the damps of mom and night; and Mr. Jobnson^fi 
situation was pitiably painful ; the .fatigue of ^carryitig 
me on the wearying pack saddle, had rendered his cma- 
cisited body almost a <:orpse, and his sore feet made hkn 
a cripple. The Indians had been surprisingly patient, 
and often discovered ' tokens of hum;anity. At every 
meal we all shared equal with them, whether a horse or 
a duck composed the bill of fare, ^nd more than once. 
tbe'ygaveme a blanket to sbelt<^ me from a Uiuxidei' 
fitorm. 

CHAP. IV. 

"Crossingihe Lake to Crozpn Pointy from /ftenoe-^o Stj. Johns 
— Chamblee — and to Su Francis Village. 

I will only detain the reader a few moments longer in 
this place, while I eat the leg of a woodchuck, and thei? 
request him to take a night's sailing in the canoe with me 
across the Lake,though 1 siacercly wish him a better pass- 
age than I had. No sooner was our repast finished, than •' 
the party were divided into four eaual parties, for passage. 
In my boat were two savages, bcsiaes my son and infant . I 
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was ordered to lie flat on the bottom of the canoe, and 
when pain obliged me to move for relief, I had a rap 
from a paddle* At day break, we arrived at a great 
rock, on the west side of the Lake, where we stopped and 
built a fire. The Indians went to a French house, not far 
distant, and got some meat, bread, and green corn. Al- 
though we were not allowed to taste the meat, yet, by 
the erateful effluvia of the broiling steak, we were finely 
regaled, and the bread and rpastcorn, were a luxury. 

Here the savages, for the first time, gave loud tokens 
^f joy* l>y hallooing and yelling in a tremendous manner* 
The'prisoners were now introduced to a new school. Lit- 
tle did we expect that the accomplishment of dancing 
would ever be taught us, by the savages. But the war 
dance must now be held ; and every prisoner that could 
move, must take its awkward steps. The figure consisted 
of circular motion round the fire ; each sang his own mu- 
sic, and the best dancer was the one most violent in mo- 
tion. The prisoners were taught each a song ; mine was, 
danna witchec natchepung ; my son's was nafwiscump- 
ton. The rest I cannot recollect. W hether this task was 
imposed on us for their diversion, or a religious ceremo- 
nial, I cannot say, but it was very painful and ofiensive. 
In the forenoon, seven Indians came to us, who were re- 
ceived with great joy by our masters, who took great 
pleasure in introducmg their prisoners. The war dance 
was again held ; we were obliged to join, and sing our 
songs, while the Indians rent the air with infel'nal yelling. 
We then embarked and arrived at Crown Point about 
noon. — Each prisoner was then led by his master to the 
residence of the French commander. The Indians kept 
up their infernal yelling the whole time. We were order- 
ed to his apartment, and used with that hospitality which 
characterises the best past of the nation. We had bran- 
dy in profusion, a good dinner, and a change of linen. 
This was luxury indeed, after what we had suffered, for 
the want of these things. None but ourselves could priz« 
their value. We, after dinner, were paraded before Mr. 
Commander, and underwent examination, after which we 
were shewn a convenient apartment, where we resided 
four days, not subject to the jurisdiction of our savage 
masters. Here we received great civilities, and many 
presents. I had a nurse, who in a great measure restored 
my exhausted strength. My children were all decently 
clothed, and my infant in particular. The first day. 
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Vfhile I was taking a nap, they dressed it so fantastically, 
a la France, that I refused to own it, when brought to my 
bedside, not guessing that I was the mother of such a 
strange things 

On the fourth day, to our great grief and mortification, 
we were again delivered to the Indians, who led us to the 
water side, where we all embarked in one vessel for St. 
Johns. The wind shifted, after a short sail, and we drop- 
ped anchor. In a little time a canoe came along side of 
us, in which was a white woman, who was bound for Al- 
bany. Mr. Johnson begged her to stop a few minutes^ 
while he wrote to Col. Lydius of Albany, to inform him 
of our situation, and to request him to put the same in 
the Boston newspapers, that our friends might learn that 
we were alive. The woijnan delivered the letter and the 
contents were published, which conveyed the agreeable 
tidings to. our friends, that although prisoners, we were 
then alive. 

The following letter, in return for the one we sent to 
Col. Lydius, was the first we received from New-Eng- 
land : 

Albany, Nov. 5, 1754. 
SIR, 

I received yours of the 5th October, with a letter or 
two for New-England, which I have forwarded immedi- 
ately, and have wrote to Boston, in which I urged the 
government to endeavor your and family's redemption as 
soon as conveniency would admit. 

I am quite sorry fonyour doleful misfortune, and hope 
the just God will endue you with patience to undergo 
your troubles, and justly use his rewards on the evil do- 
ers and authors of your misfortune. — Present my service 
to all the prisoners with you, from him who subscribes 
himself to be your very humble servant, 

JOHN W. LYDIUS. 

LieuU James Johnson, MontreaL 

After a disagreeable voyage of three days, we made 
St. Johns, the ] 6th of September, where we again expe- 
rienced thcNpoliteness of a French commander. I with 
my child, was kindly lodged in the same room with him- 
self and lady* In the morning we still found misfortune 
treading close at our heels ; — we must again be delivered 
to our savage masters, and take another passage in the 
boats for Chamblee, when within three miles of which, 
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Labarree, myself and child, with our two masters, were 
put on shore \ we were ignorant of our destio j, and part- 
ing from my husband and friend^ was a ^erere trial, 
without knowing whether we were ever to meet them 
a^ain. We walked on to Chamblee ; here our fears were 
dissipated, by meeting our friends. In the garrison of 
this place, we found all the hospitality our necessities re- 
<]uired« Here for the first, after my captivity, I lodged 
on a bed. Brandy was handed about in targe bowls, 
and we lived in high style. The next morninff we were 
put in the custody of our old masters, who took us to the 
•canoes, in which we had a painful voyage that day, and 
the following night to Sorell ; where we arrived on the 
19th. A hospitabl^ friar came to the shore to see us, and 
invited us to his house ; he g^re us a good breakfast, and 
drank our better healths, in a tumbler of brandy ; he 
took compassionate notice of my child, and curdered it 
«ome suitable food. But the Indians hurried us off be- ' 
fore it could eat. He then went with us to the shore, and 
ordered his servant to carry the food prepared for the 
child, to the canoe, where he waited till I fed it. The 
friar was a very genteel man, and gave us his benedic- 
tion, at parting, in feeling language. We then rowed or 
till the middle of the afternoon, when we landed on a 
barren heath, and by the help of a fire cooked an Indian 
dinner ; after which the war dance was held, and anoth- 
4er infernal yelling^ The prisoners were obliged to sing 
till they were hoarse, and dance round the fire. 
We had now arrived within a few miles'of the village of St. 
Francis, 'to which place our masters belonged. Whenev- 
0t the warriors return from ah excursion against an ene- 
my ,their return to the tribe or village must be designated 
by warlike ceremonial ; the captives or spoil, which may 
happen to crown their valor, must be conducted in a tri- 
umphant form, and decorated to every possible advan- 
tage. — For this end we must now submit to painting; 
their vermilion, with which they were ever supplied, was 
mixed with bear's grease, and every cheek, chin and fore- 
head must have a dash. We then rowed on within a mile 
of the town, where we stopped at a French house, to 
dine ; the prisoners were served with soup meagre and 
bread. After dinner, two savages proceeded to the vil- 
lage, to carry the glad tidings of our arrival. The whole 
atmosphere soon resounded from every quarter, with 
whoops, jiells, shrieks and screams. St. Francis^ from 
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the noise that came from it, might be supposed the centre 
of Pandemoniunf* Our masters were not backward? 
they made every response they possibly could. The 
whole time we were sailing from <he French house, the 
noise was direful to be heard. Two Hours before sunset, 
we came to the landing, at the village. No sooner had we 
landed, than the yelling in the town was redoubled, a 
cloud of savages, of all sizes and sexes, soon appeared 
running towards us; when they reached the boats, they 
formed themselves* into a long parade, leaving a small 
space,through which we must pass. Each Indian then took 
his prisoner by his hand, and after ordering him to sing 
the war song, began to march through the gauntlet. We 
expected a severe beating, before we got through, but 
were agreeably disappointed, when we found that each 
Indian Only gave us a tap on the shoulder. We were led 
directly to the houses, each taking his prisoner to his owa 
wigwanu When I entered my master's door, his brother 
saluted me with a large belt of wampum, and my master 
presented me with another. Both were put over my 
shoulders, and crossed behind and before. My new 
borne was not the most agreeable ; a large wigwam with- 
out a floor, with a fire in the centre, and only a few Wa- 
ter vessels and dishes, to eat from,.' made of birch bark, 
and tools for cookery, made clumsily of wood, for furni- 
ture, will not be thought a pleasing residence to one ac- 
customed to civilized Ufe# 

CHAP. V. 

Residence at Sf. Francis. Sale of most of the prisoners fo 

the Frenchj and rtnwval to Montreal. 

Kight presently came after our arrival at St. Francis. 
Those who have felt the gloomy, homesick feelings, 
which sadden those hours wnich a youth passes when 
first from a father's house, may judge of part of my suf- 
ferings ; but when the rest of my circumstances are ad- 
ded, their conception must fall infinitely short. I now 
found myself, with my infant, in a large wigwam, accom- 
panied with two or three waroors, and as many squaws, 
where I must spend the night,- and perhaps a year. My 
fellow prisoners were dispersed over the town ; each one 
probably, feeling the same gloominess with myself. Has- 
ty pudding presently was brought forward for supper* 
A spacious bowl of wood, well filled, was placed in a 
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^ central spot, and each one drew near with a woodes 
spoon. As the Indians never use seats, nop have any in 
their wigwams, my awkwardness in taking my position, 
. was a matter of no small Amusement to my new compan- 
ions. The squaws first fall upon their knees, and thea 
sit back upon their heels. This was a posture that I 
could not imitate. To sit in any other way was thought 
by them indelicate and unpolite. But I advanced to my 
pudding, with the best grace I could, not however, esca- 
ping some of their funny remarks. When the hour for 
sleep came on, for it would be improper to call it bed 
time, where beds were not, I was pointed to a platform, 
raised half a yard, where upon a board, covered with a 
blanket, I was to pass the night. The Indians threw 
themselves down, in various parts of the building, in a 
manner that more resembled cows in a shed, than human 
bein^, in a house. In the morning, our breakfast con- 
Bistea of the relics of the last night ; my sistfer came to 
see me in the forenoon, and we spent some hours, in ob- 
servations upon our situation, while washing sojne appar- 
el at a little brook. In the afternoon, I with my infant, 
was taken to the grand parade, where we found a large 
collection of the village inhabitants ; an aged chief step- 

{)ed forward, into an area, and after every noise was si- 
enced, and everyone fixed in profound attention, he 
began to harangue ; his manper was solemn — his mo- 
tions and expression gave me a perfect idea of an orator. 
Not a breath was heard, and every spectator seemed to 
reverence what he said. After the speech, my little son 
was brought to the opposite side^of the parade, and a 
number of blankets laid by his side. It now appeared 
that his master and mine intended an exchange of pris- 
oners. My master being a hunter, wished for my son, 
t9 attend him on his excursions. Each delivered his 
property with great formality ; my son and blankets, be- 
ing an equivalent for myself, child and wampum. I was 
taken to the house of my new master, and found myself 
allied to the first family ; my master, whose name was 
Gill, was son-in-law to the grand sachem, was accounted 
rich, had a store of goods, and lived in a style far above 
the majority of his tribe. He often told me that he had 
an English heart, but his wife was true Indian blood. 
Soon after my arrival at his house, the interpreter came 
to inform me that I was adopted into his family. I was 
then introduced to the family, and was told to call them 
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brothers and sisters. I made a short reply, expressire of 
gratitude, for being introcjiuced to a house of high rank, 
and requested their patience while 1 should learn the cus- 
toms of the nation. This was scarce over, when the at- 
tention of the village was called to the grand parade, 
to attend a rejoicing occasioned by the arrival of some 
warriors, who had brought some scalps. They were 
carried in triumph on a pole- Savage butchery, upon 
murdered countrymen! The sight was horrid. As I re- 
tired to my new residence, I could hear the savage yells 
that accompanied the war dance. — I spent the night in 
sad reflection. 

My time now was solitary beyond description ; my 
new sisters and brothers treated me with the same atten- 
tion that they did their natural kindred, but it was an un- 
natural situation to me. I was a novice at making canoes, 
bunks, and trumplines, which was the only occupation of 
the squaws ; of course, idleness was among my calamities. 
My fellow prisoners were as gloomy as myself ; ignorant 
whether they were to spend their days in this inactive 
village, to be carried into a war campaign, to slaughter 
their countrymen, or to be dragged to the cold lakes of 
the north, in a hunting voyage. We visited each other 
daily, and spent our time in conjecturing our future 
destmy. 

The space of forty-two years having elapsed, since my 
residence in St. Francis, it is impossible to give to the 
reader a minute detail of events that occurred while there ; 
many of them are still forcibly impressed upon my memo- 
ry, but dates and particulars are now inaccurately trea- 
sured up by faint recollection. Mr. Johnson tarried but 
a few days with me, before he was carried to Montreal, 
to be sold. My two daughters, sister and Labarree, were 
soon after carried to the same place, at different times. 
Farnsworth was carried by his master, on a hunting scout, 
but not proving so active in the chase and ambush as they 
wished, he was returned and sent to Montreal. I now 
found an increase to my trouble, with only my son and 
infant, in this strange land, without a prospect of relief, 
and with all my former trouble lying heavy upon mc, 
disappointment and despair came well nigh being my ex- 
ecutioners. In this dilemma, who can imagine my dis- 
tress, when my little son canie running to me one morning, 
swollen with tears, exclaiming, that the Indians were go- 
ing to carry hipa into the woods to hunt ; he had scarce- 
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Ij told the piteous story, before his master came, to pull' 
him away ; he threw his little arms around me, begging ia 
the agony of grief, that I would keep him. The inexora- 
ble savage unclenched his hands, and forced him away f 
the last words I heard, intermingled with his cries, were^ 
Ma^am I shall never see you again. The keenness of my 
pangs almost obliged me to wish that I had never been a 
mother. Farewel, Sylvanus^ said I, God will preserve 
you. 

It was now the 15th of October. — Forty-five days had 
passed since my captivity, and no prospect but what waa 
darkened with clouds of misfortune. The uneasiness oc- 
casioned by indolence. Was \n some measure relieved, by 
the privilege of making shirts for my brother. At nignt 
and mom I was allowed to milk the cows. The rest of 
the time I strolled gloomily about, looking sometimes into 
an unsociable wigwam, at others sauntering into the bush- 
es, and walking on the banks of brooks. Once I went to^ 
a French house, three miles distant, to visit some friemh. 
of my brother's family, where I was entertained politely a 
week : at another time,I went with a party to fish,accom"' 
panied by a nuchber of squaws. My weakness obliged 
me to rest often, which gave my companions a poor opin- 
ion of me ; but they shewed no other resentment, tbaa 
. calling me " no good squaw,'' which was the only re- 
proach my sister ever gave, wfcen I displeased her. All 
the Frencn inhabitants I formed an acquaintance with^ 
treated me with that civility which distinguishes the nation 5 
once in particular, being almost distracted with an aching 
tooth, I was carried to a French physician, across the riv- 
er, for relief. ' They prevailed on the Indians, to let me vis- 
it them a day or two, during which tiqie, their marked at- 
tention and generosity claims my warmest gratitude. At 
parting, they expressed their earnest wishes to have me 
visit them again. 

St. Francis contained about thirty wigwams, which 
were thrown disorderly into a clump. There was a 
church, in which mass was held every night and mornings 
and every Sunday the hearers were summoned by a bell ^ 
and attendance was pretty general. Ceremonies were 
performed by a French friar, who lived in the midst of 
them, for the salvation of ttieir souls. He appeared to* 
be in that place, what the legislative branch is in civil gov- 
ernments, and the grand sachem the executive. The in- 
hal»tants lived in perfect harmony, holding most of their 
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property in common. They Were prone to ihdoleiice^ 
when at home, and not remarkable fot neatness. They 
were extremely modest, and appat'ently averse (;o airs of 
courtship. Necessity was the only thing that called them, 
to action ; this induced them to plant their corn, and to 
undergo the fatigues of hunting. Perhaps I am wrong to 
call necessity the only motive ; revenge which promptai 
theria to war, has great power, I had a numerous retinue 
of relations, whom I visited daily ; but my brother's housey 
being one of the most decent in the village, I fared full as 
^ell at home. Among my connexions was a little brothep 
Sabatis, who brought the cows for me, and took partic* 
ular notice of my child. He was a sprightly little fel- 
low, and often amused me with feats performed with hia> 
bow and arrow. 

In the early part of November. Mr, Johnson wrote from 
Montreal, requesting me to prevail on the Indians to car-^ 
ry me to Montreal, for sale, as he had made provision for 
that purpose, I disclosed the matter, which was agreed 
to by my brother and sister, and on the seventh we set 
«ail in a little, bark canoe. While crossing Lkke St. Pe- 
ters, we came nigh landing on the shores of eternity. The 
waves were raised to an enormous height by the wind, 
a?nd often broke oyer the canoe. My brother and sister 
were pale as ghosts, and we all. expected immediate de- 
struction ; b^t the arm of salvation was extended fo^ our 
relief, and we reached the shore. ^ We were four days in 
this voyage, and received obliging civilities every night, 
ait French settlements ; on the eleventh, we arrived at 
Montreal, where I had the supreme satisfaction of meet- 
ing my husband, children, and friends. Here I had the 
happiness to find, that all my fellow prisonesrs had been 
purchased, by gentlemen of respectability, by whom they 
were treated with great humanity, Mr, Du Quesne 
bought my sister, my eldest daughter was owned by three 
affluent old maids, by the name of Jaiffon, and the other 
was owned by the mayor of the city, 

Mr, Johnson had obtained the privilege of two months^ 
absence on parole, for the purpose of going to New-Eng- 
land, to procure cash for the redemption of his family; he 
' sat out on his journey the day after my arrival at Montre- 
al. Mr. Du Quesne engaged to supply his family with 
necessaries, during his absence, and Was to be recompen- 
sed at his return. Directly after his departure, I found 
Miyself doomed to fresh trouble. The Indians brought 
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me here for the purpose of exchanging me for some Mica^* 
naw savages, a tribe with whom they were at war ; but 
being disappointed in this, they were exorbitant in their 
. demands, and refused to take less than a thousand livres^ 
fw me and mr child. Mr^ Du Quesne fixed his ofter at 
sevea hundred, which was utterly refused by my savage 
masters. Their next step was to threaten to carry me 
back to St. Francis. After half a day's surly deliberation y 
they concluded to take the ofiei*ed sum. 1 was received 
into Mr. Du Quesne's family. My joy at being delivered 
from savage captivity was unbounded. From this period, 
Indians and sufferings were no more to torture me, or my^ 
family, except the unfortunate Sylvanus. The fond idea' 
of liberty, held forth ils dazzling pleasures, and the ignor- 
ance of future calamities, precluded every cloud, that 
could obscure its effulgence. On Mr. Johnson's journey 
to .New-England I rested all my hope, and felt full confi- 
dence in being relieved at bis return. 

In justice to the Indians, I ought to remark, that they^ 
never treated me with cruelty to a wanton degree ; few 
people have survived a situation like mine, and few have, 
fallen into the hands of savages disposed to more ' lenity . 
and patience. Modesty has ever been a characteristic of 
every savage tribe ; a truth which my whole family will, 
joiri to corroborate, to the extent of their knowledge. As 
they are aptly called the children of nature, those who 
have profited by refinement and education, ought to abate 
part of the prejudice, which prompts them to look with 
an eye of censure* on this untutored race. Can it be said 
of civilized cor\querors, that they, in the n^ain, are willing 
to share with their prisoners, the last ration of food, when 
famine stares them in the face ? Do they ever adopt an 
enemy, and salute him by the tender name of brothei* ? 
And I am justified in doubting, whether if I had fallen 
into the hands of French soldiery, so much assiduity 
would have been shewn, to preserve my life. 

CHAP. VI. 

Mr. Johnson*$ Tour to Boston^ and Portsmouth^ and the 
Catastrophe at his return* Arrival at the Prison in Que- 
bec, 

The reader will leave me and my family, under the 
care of our factor, a short time, and proceed with Mr* 
Johnson. On the 12th of November, he sat out for Alba- 
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«y, accompanied by two Indians for pilots, for whose 
fidelity the commander in chief was responsible. — They 
Were to tarry at Albany till his return. In a Short time 
I had a letter from Col. Lydius, informing me that he bad 
safely arrived aX Albany, and had gone to Boston. His 
first step was to apply to Governor Shirley, for money 
to redeem his family, and the English prisoners. Shir- 
ley laid his matter before the General Assembly, and 
they granted the sum of ten pounds, to defray his expen- 
ses. He got no further assistance in Massachusetts, and 
was • advised to apply to the government Qf New-Hamp- 
shire. Gov. Wentworth laid the matter before the gen- 
eral Assembly of that state and the sam of 150^ sterling, 
was granted for the purpose of redemption of prisonet'3. 
The committee of the? General Court of New-Hampshire 
gave him the following directions. 

Portsmouth^ JV*. ff . Jan. 25, 1755. - 
Mr. James Johnson — Sm, 

Agreeable to your letter to the Sefci-etary, of the 16th 
instant, you have enclosed a letter to Col. Cornelius Cuy- 
ler, Esq. in which you will observe we have given you 
credit, for letters on his acquaintance in Canada, to fur- 
nish you with credit, to the amount of 150^ pounds ster- 
ling. We therefore advise you ^o proceed to Albany, 
and on your arrival there, deliver' t&e said letter to CoL 
Cuyler, and take.ffom him such credit as he shall givi 
ypu, on some able person or persons in Canada, and when 
you are thus furnished, you will then proce^ to Canada 
and there negociate, in the best and most frugal manner 
you can, the purchasing such, and so ifiany captives, as 
you may hear of, that have been taken from any part of 
this province, taking care that the aforesaid sum, agreea- 
ble to the grant of the General Assembly here, be distri- 
biited to and for the^purchasing all the said captives, that 
are to be come at, in the most equal and exact manner^ 
that none may be left there for want of their quota of said 
monpy. The captives' names, and places from whence 
taken, that we have information of, you have herewith a 
list of, for your direction. You are to keep an exact ac- 
count of the distribution of this money, in order to your 
future discharge. 

If Col. Cuyler should not be living, or refuse you his 
good offices in this affair, you are then to apply to the ' 
Hon. Saunders, Esq. Mayor of the city of Albany^ 
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or any other person that 6an give ydu credit at Canada, 
and leave with them our letter to Gol. Cuyler, which shall 
oblige us to pay the said sum or sums, mentioned in the 
caid letter, to such person, and in the same way and man* 
Bcr, as we have obliged ourselves to pay. him. 
We are your friends, 

THEODORE ATKINSON, 
S. WIBIRD, f ^^ 

MESHECH WEARE, > ^^• 

BENJ. SHERBURNE, jun. 

A List of the Captivis^ taken from the Province of •ATcio- 
Hampshirt^ by the Sl Francis Indians^ ifi the summer 
of ll5i. 

From Charlcstown, on Connecticut Riven 
James Johnson, his wife, and four children* 
Peter Labarrec. 
tibenezer Farnsworfh. 
Miriam Willard* 

From Merrimack Riven 
Nathaniel Meloon, his^ wife, and tliree children* 
tlobert Barber, 
Samuel Scribi^er, 
Ebos Bishop. . 
In addition to thi^ . letter of credit, GoV. Weutwbrtk 
gave him the following passport. 

ProDwiU of /f^BthHampshirey %n JieahEfwland* 
By his Excdleney Bekking Wentwokth, Esc{. Captain 

(^enef^l, Governor and Commander in Chief, ia 

and over ht»Btitannic Majesty's Province of New- 
u. 8. Hamp^ire afcHr^said, and Yice-Admiral of the 

same) and Surveyor Gejaeral of all his Majesty's 

Woods in NcMrth- America : 
Wheebils the Su Francis and other Indians did, in the 
snmmer last pa^t,eaptivate sundry of his Majesty's sub- 
jects, inhabitants of this Province, and have, as I have 
been isfbrmeid^sold the same to the subjects of the French 
Kibg in Canada, whefe they are now detained in serv> 
l!id« ; and harviog had apphcation.made to me, by Mr* 
Jamesr Jofanaon, of Charkstown, within, this Province, 
one of the said captives, who. obtained leave to come ta 
iUds country, in^ ordei* t^ purchase his own, and other 
captives' liberty. For letters of safe passport, I do here- 
by require and command, all oflBicers, civil and military, . 
as well as all other persons, that they offer no lett or 



CAPTlVrrf OF HRS. JOHISfSCMir. SIS 

kindraitce of the said James Johnson, or his company^ 
but contrarywise, that they afford him all ne<;es5ary dis* 
patch in said journey through this province. 

And I do hereby also desire, that all his Majesty's sub- 
jects, of his several other governments, through which 
the said Johnson nmy have occasion to travel, may treat 
him v/ith that civility that beco^ieth. 

I also hereby earnestly entreat the Qovernor-Geiieral, 
and all other officers, ministers aad subjects of his most 
Christian Majesty, governing and inhabiting the coimiry 
and territories of Canada aforesaid, that they would res* 
pectively be aiding aiid assisting to the said Jaines J^bn« 
SOB, in the aforesaid negociation. Hereby engaging to 
return the same civility and kindness, ta any of his mo^ 
Christian Majesty's officers and subjects, when thereto 
requested, by any of his Governors or proper officers* 
In token of which, I have caused the public seal of the 
Province of New-Hampshire aforesaid, to be hereunto afi 
fixed, this 25th day of January, in the 28th year of the 
reign of our Sovereign Lord George the second, of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of thl^ 
Faith, &LC* 

BENNING WENTWORTH- 
By His Excdlency^s Command^ 

Thkodorb Atkinsost, Stc)fm 
J AnnoDomiai 1755. 

Wiih these credentials, Mr. Johason proce^ed wilb 
alacrky to Boston, procured Governor Shirley's ip^B-t 
port, and set forward to Worcesrter, on his vetaen 
back: while there, he was greatly astonished at receiv* 
ing the following letter from Governoj? Shirley. 

Boston^ Febru&ry 15, 1 7>55> 
Mr* Johnsox. 

There have some tbi«gs happened m our jmblic af^ 
fairs, since your gomg from Boston, with my letters, to 
the Governor of CanaiJar, and intelligence come of tfe^ 
motions of the French in Canada, for further invading hi^ 
Majesty's territories on the frontiei?s of New-York and 
New-Hampshire, as make it unsafe for you, as well ^ 
for the public to proceed?, at present, on your joucn^y t<^ 
Quebec, and therefore I expect that you do forthwith^ 
upon receiving this letter, return back, and lay aside all 
thoughts of going forward qb this journey, tiU you h^ve 
my leave, or the leave of Governor Wentworth, to whom 
l^iall write, and inform him of what I have undertook ta 
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do in this matier, in which his Majesty^s service is s# 
much concerned. 

Your friend and servant^ 

W. SHIRLEY. 
Mr. James Johkson. 

On the receipt of this letter, he returned with a heavj 
heart to Boston, and was positively ordered by Shirley, 
to stay till further orders. His situation now was really- 
deplorable. His parole, which was only for two months, 
must be violated ; his credit in Canada lost : his family 
exposed to the malice of exasperated Frenchmen, and all 
his good prospects at an end. After using every exer- 
tion in Boston, for leave to recommence his journey^ and 
spending the rest of the winter^ and all the spring, he 
found his efforts were in vain. During this time, my situ- 
ation grew daily distressing. Mr. Du Quesne made hon- 
orable provision for myselT, sister and child, till the expi- 
ration of my husband's parole ; the two Indians were 
then sent to Albany, to pilot him back ; after waiting 
some time, and learning nothing about him, they returned.. 
Pr*>vious to this I had been treated with great attention 
and civility ; dmed frequently in the first families, receiv- 
ed cards to attend them on parties of pleasure, and was 
introduced to a large and respectable acquaintance. As 
an unfortunate woman, I received those general tokens of 
generosity which flow from a humane people. Among 
the presents which I received was one of no small magni- 
tude, from Captains Stowbrow and Vambram, two gen- 
tlemen who were delivered by Maj. Wasbington,as hosta- 
fes,when he, with the Virginia troops, surrendered to the 
'rench and Indians, In compliance with their billet, I 
waited on them one morning, and at parting received a 
present of 148 livres. Mr. St. Au2;e, a French gentle- 
man of fortune and distinction, beside frequent proofs of 
his goodness, gave me at one time 48 livres. In his fam- 
ily I formed an intimate acquaintance with a young Eng- 
lish lady who was captured by the Indians in the Prov- 
ince of Maine, and sold to him : she was used with pa- 
rental tenderness, and shared the privileges of his child- 
ren ; she, with his daughter, frequently came in their 
morning carriage, to ride with my sister and me. Grati- 
tude to my numerous benefactors, pleads loudly in favor 
of inserting all their names, and particularizing everj 
act of generosity. If I omit it, it must not be imagined 
that I have forgotten their charity ; it has left an impre** 
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nion onmy h^art,that cain only be erasefd trifh my exist- 



ence. 



I mtist riot omit a circumstance which took place be- 
tween the lady of the Mayor of the ciity and myselC 
She had purchased ifty daughter Pol^jr of the Indians, 
with the apparent expectation of keeping her for life ; 
she had pat ner out to nurse, and when I visited her, her 
cries to go wifh merwere trbublesome ; of course I was 
fprbid seeing her. • This was too severe — I applied to 
the interpreter to conduct me to tliis woman, and he went 
with me to her house ;^ she received me with the greatest 
haughtiness, atfd gave me to understand that the child 
was.her's, and she would prevent iny being further troub- 
led with it. I replied to her in the feeling language of a 
nidther, but it had no effect at that time. A day or two 
after wai'ds, the interpreter brought word from the woman 
that I had softened her heart, and might have my child. 
Tt'eceived it with considerable good clothipg^ and the wo- 
man asked nothing for all her trouble. 

While in Mr.Du Quesne's family, my little daughter 
was very unwell, and the superstitious people w^e con- 
vinced that she would either die, or be carried off by the 
Devil, unless baptized. I yielded to their wishes, and 
they prepared for the ceremony, with all the appendages 
annexed to their religion. Mr. Du Quesne was godfa- 
ther, and the young English lady godmother; by Mrs. 
Du Quesne^s particular request, she was christened Lou- 
ise, after herself— to which 1 added the name of Captive. 

The return of the Indians, without Mr. Johnson, boded 
no good to me. I observed with pain, the gradual change 
in my friends, from coldness to neglect, and from neglect 
to contempt. Mr. Du Quesne, who had the most delicate 
sense of honor, supposed that he had designedly broken 
his parole, and aoused his confidence; he refused to 
grant me farther assistance, or even to see my face. I 
now found myself friendless and alone ; not a word had I 
heard from Mr. Johnson, not a word had I heard from 
my little son, with the Indians. Af9iction lowered upon 
me, with all its horrors ; in this dilemma, ray sister and I 
agreed to take a small room, and support ourselves, till 
^ our little store of cash was expended, and then have re- 
course to our needles. 

In the beginning of April, the Indians made a second 
tour to Albany, in quest of Mr. Johnson, and a^in re- 
turned without him. I wrote to CoULjfdius for mforma- 
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tion, but he c^ld tell nothing. Darkness inorcaM ; hxt 
I summoned all my resolution, and indulged the fond hope 
of being soon relieved. We kept our little room till June, 
when I had the happiness to hear that my husband was 
ivithout the city, waiting, for permiwion to come in. He 
was conducted in by. a ffle of men. ; his presence banish- 
ed care and trouble, ancjl turned the te^r of sorrow to the 
effusion of joy ; after the joy of mej&tin^ K^d subsided, he 
related hisead fate in N^w-Eaglond. He finally got per- 
mission from Gov. TYent worth to come privately, by the 
way of Albany, where be took his bills, drawn by Mr, 
Cuyler, on Mr. St. Luc Lucorne, and Mr. Ripe Du 
Ouesne. The face of affairs in Canada had materially 
dhanged; during his absence a new. Governor had been 
sent over, and various manoQuvres ip politics had tak^n 
placejwhich were very injurious to him. Had the old Gov- 
ernor tarried^his absence would probably have been excus- 
ed» Bnt Muns. Yaudrieul was ignorant of the conditionspn 
which he went home,and could not admit apologiefi,for the 
breach of bis parole. Our disappointment and mortifi- 
catipn were severe, when we found our bills protested. 
This reduced us at once to a beggarly^ state. The evil 
was partially remediedby St. Luc Lucorpe's lending us 
paper money, while we could send some Indians to Mr. 
Cuyler for silver. Mr. Johnson received orders to settle 
his affairs, with all possible diqpatch. 
. Spirited preparations were now making for war. Gen- 
eral Dieskau arrived frem France with an army, and 
iMontrcial was a scene of busy confusion. We were com- 

Eleting our settlements, with our paper, expecting to 
ave fnll permission to go home, when the Indians return- 
ed. But the measure of our misery was not yet full. In 
the beginning of July, Mr. Johnson was put into jail. Ter- 
rible to me was this unexpected stroke; without money, 
credit or friends, I must now roam the streets^ without a 
prospect of relief from the cloud of misfortune that hung 
over me. In a few days, the faithful Indians, who had 
been sent to Mr. Cuyler for the silver, returned, with 
438 dollars, with an order on St. Luc Lucorne, for 700 ad- 
ditional livres$but he took the whole into possession, and 
we never after received a penny from him. 

Half distracted, and almost exhausted with despair and 
grief, I went to the Governor, to paint our distress and ask 
relief. I found him of easy access, and he heard my la- 
mentable story with seeming emotion ; his only promise 
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w^i to take tare 6f uis, and at partkig he g^ve me a crowrt, 
to buy milk for mjr babes. Ignoranit of DUr destiny, my 
sfeter anfd I kept divr Kttle ' f<!K)m, and were fortunate 
ehoueb to get siife»isteftce from day tb day — ^Often gding to 
the gloomy prispii, to see my poop hti^band, whose misfor- 
tunes in Boston had brought him to this wretchedness. 

Our own misfortuhes'haa taught us how to feel for the 
suifbrings of others,; and large d^fmands were no¥^ made 
on pur sympathetic powers. Just as we were plunged 
Into this new distress, a scout of savages brought a num- 
ber of prisoners into Montreal, which were our old friends 
and acquaintance.* Our meeting was a scene of sorrow 
an^ melancholy pleasure. 

All were now flocking to the standard of war. The 
Indians came from all quarters, thirsting for English 
blood, and receiving instructions from the French. A 
number of tribes, with all their horrid weapons of war, 
paraded, one morning, before the Generars house, and 
neld the war dance, and filled the air with infernal yells, 
after which, in a formal manner, they 4ook the hatchet 
against the English, and marched for the field of battle. 
Alas ! my poor countrymen, thoi^ght I, how many of you 
are to derive misery from these monsters. 

On the 22d of July, Mr. Johnson was taken from the 
jail, and with myself and our two youngest children, 
were ordered on board a vessel for Quebec. To leavQ 
our friends at Montreal, was a distressing afiair ; my sis- 
ter's ransom had been paid, but she could riot go with us. 
She went into the family of the Lieut. Governor where 
3he supported herself with her needle. Mv eldest daugh- 
ter was still with the three old maids, who treated her 
tenderly. Labarree and Farnsworth had paid the full 
price of their redemption, but were not allowed do go 

' * Two ctiildrec from Mr. Yl. Grout's family, «Dd two cbildreii 
bttlob^Dg^ to Mrti* How, Uie ftiir capfire, celebrated m Col. Haok- 
pbrey*B life of Pvltiiara. Their names were Folly and Submit Pbtpa. 
Mrs. How uras tbeo.ar prisoo^^r at St. John** with six other children, 
and one Garfield* Tbej were all taken at Hinsdale.^ Mrs. How'*8 
daughters were purchased, hj Mods. Vaudrieul, the Governor, and 
had eveiy attention paid tiieir education, i^fter a year's residence 
in Montreal, tliey were sent to the grand onnnery in Quebec^wbere 
my nster and I made them a visit ; they were beautiful girls, cheer* 
ful and well tangbt. We here found two aged English ladies, who 
had been taken in former wars. One by the name of Wheeiright 
who had a brother in Boston, on whom she requested me to call, if 
mrer I went to that place ; 1 comfplied with her request after wardsy 
and reeeiVed many civilities from her brother. 
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home. Not a wor^^ad we.heard yet from poor Sy Wan »s. • 
We parted in tears, ignorant of our destination, but little 
thinking that we were to embark for a place of wretched- 
ness and woe. After two days good sailing, we arrived 
at Quebec, and were all conducted directly to jail. 

CHAP, VII. 

Sue monAs residence in the Criminal Jail^ and removal !• 

the Civil Prison* ' 

We now, to our indescribable pain, found the fallacy 
of Mr. Gorernor's promises, for our welfare. This jail 
was a place too shocking for description. In one corner 
sat a poor beinf,*half dead with the small pox; in anoth- 
er were some lousy blankets and straw ; in the centre 
stood a few dirty dishes, and the whole presented a scene 
miserable to view. The terrors of starvation, and the 
fear of suffocating in filth, were overpowered by the more 
alarming evil of the small pox, which none of us had had* 
But there was no retreat, resignation was our only re- 
source ; the first fortnight we waited anxiously for the at- 
tack of the disease, in which time we were supported by 
a small piece of meat a day, which was stewed with some 
rusty crusts of bread, and brought to us in a pail that 
swine would run from. The straw and lousy blankets' 
were our only lodging, and the rest of our furniture con- 
sisted of some wooden blocks for seats. On the fifteenth 
day 1 was taken with the small pox, . and removed to the 
hospital ; leaving my husband and two children in the 
horrid prison. In two days Mr. Johnson put ray young- 
est child. Captive, out to nurse. The woman kept the 
child but a few days before she returned it, owing to a 
mistrust that she should not get her pay. But should it 
remslin in prison, certain death must be its portion. Her 
fatheBiwas reduced to the sad necessity of requesting her 
to ca^ry it to the Lord Intendant, and tell him that he 
must either allow her a compensation for keeping it, or it 
must be left at his door. The good woman dressed it 
decently, and obeyed her orders. Mr. Intendant smiled 
at her- story, and took the child in his arms, saying, it 
was a pretty little English devil, it was a pity it should 
die ; he ordered his clerk to draw an order for its allow- 
ance, and she took good care of it till the Jast of October, 
except a few days while it had the small pox. 

A few days after I left the prison, Mr*. Johnson and my 
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^ther daughter were taken with Bjmptoms abd Came tp 
the hospital to me* It is a singukir instance of Divine 
Interposition, that we all recovered from this malignant 
disease. We were remanded to prison, but were not 
compelled to our former rigid confinement. Mr. Johnson 
was allowed, at certain times, to go about the' city ^ in 
quest of provisions. But on the 20th of October, St. Luq 
Lucorne arrived from Montreal, with the news of Di^« 
kau's defeat; he had ever since my husband's misfortune, 
about his parole, been his persecuting enemy. By his in- 
stigation we were all put directly into close prison. 

The ravages of the small pox reduced us to the last 
extremity, and the foetid prison, without fire or food, 
added bittej:ness to our distress. Mr. Johnson preferred 
a petition. to the Lord Intendant, stating our melancholy 
situation. I had the liberty of presenting it myself, and 
^ by the assistance of IVIr. Perthieur, the interpreter, iri 
whom we ever found a compassionate friend, we got 
some small relief. — About the first of November, I was 
taken violently ill of a fever, and was carried to the hosr 
pital, with my daughter Captive. After a month's resi- 
dence there, with tolerable good attendance, 1 recovered 
from my illness, and went back to my husband. While 
at the hospital, I found an opportunity to convey the unr 
welcome tidinffs,of our deplorable situation to my sister, 
at Montrea], cnarging her to give my best love to my 
daughter Susanna, and to inform pur fellow prisoner^, 
Labarree and Farnsvvorth, that our good wishes awaited 
them. Not a word had we yet heard from poor Sylva- 
nus. ' 

. Winter now began to approach, and the severe frosts of 
Canada operated keenly upon our feelings. Our. prison 
was a liorrid defence from the blasts of December; with 
two chairs and a heap of straw, and two lousy I vinkets, 
we may well be supposed to live uncomfoxHably : but iii 
addition to this, we had but one poor fire a day, and the ^ 
iron grates gave free access to the chills of the inclem- 
ent sky. A quart bason was the only thing allowed us 
to cook our small piece of meat and dirty crusts in, and 
it must serve at the same time for table furniture. In this 
sad plight — a prisoner— in jail — winter approaching — 
conceive, reader, for I cannot speak, our distress. > 

Our former benevolent friends. Captains Slowbrow 
and Vambram, had the peculiar misfortune, to be cast in- 
to a prison opposite to us. Suspicion of having corres* 
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pbnded with their countrymen, was the ctimt wkb which 
ihey were charged* Their misfortune did not precjude 
the exertion of generosity ; they freqaentiy sent us^ by 
the waiting mUid, bottles of wine, and articles of provis- 
ion. But the malice pf Frenthmen had now arrived to 
such a pitch, against all our country, that we must be de- 

E rived of these toiii^orts. These good men were for- « 
idden their offices of kindness, and our intercourse was 
entirely prohibited; We however found means, by a 
stratagem, to effect in some measure, what could not be 
done by open dealing. When the servants were carry- 
ing in our daily supplies, we slipped into the entry, and 
deposited our letters in an ash box, which were taken by 
oar friends, they leaving one at -the same time for us ; 
this served in some measure, to amuse a dull hour — 
j^ometidies we diverted ourselves by the use of Spanish 
cards ; as Mr. Johtison was ignorant of the game, I de- 
rived no inconsiderable pleasure from instructing him. 
But the vigilance of our keepers increased, and our* pa- 
per and ink were withheld. — We had now been prison- 
ers seventeen months, and our prospects were changing 
from bad to worse ; five months had elapsed since our 
confinement in this horrid receptacle, except the time we 
lingered in the hospital. Our jailer was a true descen- 
dant from Pharaoh ; but, urged by impatience and des- 
pair,! softened him so much as to get him to ask Mr. Per- 
thieurtocall on us. When the good man came, we des- 
cribed our situatioh in all the movin^: terms which our 
feoHRgs inspired, which in addition to what he saw, con- 
vinced him of the reality of our distress. He proposed 
asking an influential friend of hit. to call on us, who, 
perhaps would devise some mode for our relief. The 
toext day the gentleman came to see us 5 he was one of 
those good souls who ever feel for others woes. He was 
highly affronted with his countrymen for reducing us to 
such distress, and declared that the Lord Intendant him- 
self should call on us, and see the extremities to which 
he had reduced us ; he sent from his own house, that 
night, a kettle, some candles, and each of us ^ change of 
linen. 

The next day, January 8th, 1756, Mr. Intendant came 
to see us ; he exculpated himself by saying that we were 
put thet'e by the special order of Mons. Vaudrieul, the 
Governor in chief, and that he had no authority to re- 
lease us* But he would convey a letter from Mr. John* 
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ton to Monsictxr, whiph might have the desired effect, 
The letter was apcorcfingly written, stating our troubles, 
and beseieptiing relief; lil^ewise praying that our son 
might b^got from' the Indians and sent to us, with our 
daughter and sister from Montreal.— The Governor rc-| 
turned t^e following ot?liging ^ttef • 

Translation* 
I have recieved, 5ir, your; lette;*, and am. much con- 
cerned for the situation you are in. I write to Mr. Lon- 
gieul, tp put, jou ap4 ypMr wife.in the civil jail. Mr. L« 
^n^endant wUI be &o gopd as to take some notice of the 
things you stand in need of, and to help you.^ As to your 
boy, who is in tl^e bands of the Indians, I will do all 
that is iu my power to g^t him, but I do not hope to h^vc 
^Lgood s.\icces.S! iu it ; your child in town, and your sister- 
in-law are' ven* If it is some opportunity of dmng you 
somi^ plegisnrei I will make use of it, unless some reason 
might bappesn that hinder and stop th^ effects ot my good 
will. If you had not before given some cause ofbein| 
suspecl^, you shouli be at liberty. I ami S^r? your 
most liuinbie servant, 

YAU0R1EUL. 
Fropi the receipt of this letter we dated our escape from 
direful honddi^Q. !Mr. Intendant orciered us directly to 
the new jail, called the civil prison, where our accom- 
modations were infinitely better, ^e had a decerk bed, 
candles, fuel, and all the conveniences belonging to pris- 
oners of war. Mr. Johnson was allowed fifteen pence 
Eer day, on account of a Lieutenant^s commission .viiich 
e held under Grporge the second, and I was permitted t^ 
go once a week into the city to purchase necessaries ; 
and a washerwoman was provided for my use. We 
Wjere not confined to the narrow limits of a single room, 
tut were restrained only by the bounds of the jail yard. 
Our situation formed such a contrast with what we en- 
dured in the gloomy criminal jail, that we imagined our- 
selves the favcNrites of fortune, and in high liie. \ 

CHAP. VIII. 

Residtnct in the civil jaiJ^ and occurrences till iKe twentieth' 

of July, 1 757. 

To be indolent from necessity, has ever been deemed 
a formidable evil. No better witnesses than ourselves 
can testify the truth of the remark, although our lodg- 
ings were now such as we envied a month before ; yet to 
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be compelled to continual idleness, was grievous to be 
borne. We, derived some amusement from the cultiva- 
tion of a small garden, within the jail yard; but a con- 
tinued sameness of friends and action, rendered our time 
extremely wearisome. 

About a month after our arrival at this new abode, 
one Captain Milton, with his crew, who, with their ves- 
sel, were taken at sea, were brought prisoners of war to 
the same place. Milton was lodgedf in our apartment ; 
he had all the rude boisterous airs of a seamen, without 
the least trait of a gentleman, which tendered him a 
very trouble^me companion. His impudence was con- 
summate, but that was not the greatest evil ; while some 
new recruits were parading before the prison, one day, 
Milton addressed them in very improper language fron^ 
our window,which was noticed directly by the city author- 
fly, who supposing it to be Mr. Johnson, ordered him in- 
to the dungeon. Deeply affected by this new trouble, 
I again called on my friend Mr. Perthieur, wh6. after 
having ascertained the facts, got him released. Mr. Mil- 
ton was then put into other quarters. ' ' 

A new jailtr, w^ho had an agreeable lady for his wife, 
now made our situation still more happy.. My little 
daughters played with hers, and learned tne Prehch lan- 
guage. But my children were some trouble. — The el- 
dest, Polly, could slip out into the street under the gate, 
ind often came nigh being lost : I applied to the centi- ^ 
hel, and he kept her within proper bounds. 

Capt. M'Nfeil and his brother from Boston, were 
brought to us as prisoners ; they informed us of the 
state of politics in our own country, and told us some in* 
teresting news about some of our friends at home. 

In the morning of the 13th of August, our jailer, witfi 
moon-eyes, came to congratulate us on the taking of Os- 
wego by the French. We entered little into his spirit of 
joy, preferring much to hear good news from the other 
side. We were soon visited by some of the prisoners; 
who had surrendered. Col. Schuyler was in the num- 
ber, who, with the gentlemen in his suit, made us a gen- 
erous present. * 

The remainder of the summer and fall, of 1756, pas-? 
sed off without any Wnsible variatioh. We fi^equently 
heard from Montreal ; my sister was very well situated, 
in the family of the Lieut. Governor, and my eldest 
daughter was caressed by her three mothers. Could I. 
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have heard from my son, half oijr trouble would hav,9 

ended. ,^ . • 7 

,,fn December 1 wis deil^vered oi^ a «on, which lived but 

a few hoiir^ and was buried under the Cathedral Church^ 

In. the wmter I, received a lettffr from mj sister^ coor 
taini^i^ the. s^d tilings of Ji^ father^s dej%t^, who was kit 
led by the Indians on his own f^rpa, the pi;eeed|jig; June^ 
a^ the age pf dS* Savage venge^nc^. fell heavily, upon 
oiir famigr >. t hacf a. brother wounded ^1 the sai?^ time, 
who ran to the fort with the sppar sticking in hi^ thigh. 
Too much grief reduced me. to, a weak condition. I was 
taken sipk, and carried to the hospital, where, ^fter a 
month's lingering illness, I found myself able torcfj^fn,. ; 

The cprnpiencement of the year 1 757 passed qIF withy 
out i^ prospect of liberty. Part pf our. fellow pi^^iO^erjft 
were sent to France), but we made no voyage put of the 
jajl yard. About the .first of May, we petitioned Mons. 
V audriel to permit our sister to come ,to us. Our prayei^ 
was granted, ^nd.in May we. had the pleasure o^ s^ing 
her, after !an absence of two years*. She had supported 
hejTself by her needle, in the family of the^ Lieut. Govern- 
or, where she was treated e^^tremely well, and received 
a present pf four crqwns, at partiag. ... 

.Impatient of confinement, we now made aopther at*-, 
tempt , to gain pur liber ty« Mr. Pertbieur conducted us 
to the house of the Lord Intendant, to whom we petilipn^ 
ed in pressing terqa^ ; stating, that we had npw been piris- 
oners almost thre& years, m^ ba4 sufijired ^very thin§ 
bi|t death ;..,an4 that would be our speedy portion, uolew^ 
we had relief. , His lordship listened with seeming pity, 
and promised to lay our case before the head man at 
Montreal, and give us an answer, i^i seyea days; at the 
expiration of which time^ we had a permit to leave thei 
pr^n. ; It is not easy to describe ihe effect of suchi news ;; 
tilp^p pniy, who havc^ felt the horrors of cohfinement, can 
figure to themselves the happiness we enjoyed, when 
breathinjgr once more, the air of libei^tir. We took lodg« 
logs in town, where we tarried till the Qrst of June; when 
a cartel. ship arrived to carry prisoners tp England for. 
an .exchange.,, Mr. Johnson wrote an urg^t letter to 
Mons. Vaudriei:^, praying that his family might be incla^ 
ded, ^^th those who. wei^e to take passage* iMpnsieui?> 
wrote ^ Yer^j^ncpura^ne. letter back,-prQmising that h^ 
-and his faauly should sail, and. that hi^ daughter, l^uiaor 
pa, should f)e sent to hiw ' - - k e can^luded by congratular 
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ting h\m on his good prospects, and orderii^g the Gover- 
nor of Quebec to amrd us his assistance. This letter 
was dated June the 27th. 

This tide of good fortune almost wiped away the re- 
membrance of tbr^ years adversity. We began our 
preparations for embarkation with alacrity. Mr. John- 
son wrote St. Luc Lucome, for the seven hundred^livres^ 
due on Mr. Cuyler's order,jbut his request was, stnd still 
is, unsatisfied. This was a period big. with tevery thing 
propitious and happy. The idea of leaving a country 
where I had suffered the keenest distress, doring two 
months and a half with the savages — ^been bowed down 
by every mortification and insult, which could arise front 
the misfortunes of my husband, in New-England ; and 
where I had spent two years in sickness and despair, in 
a prison too shocking' to m<>ntion, contributed to fill the 
moment with all the happiness, which the benevolent 
reader will conceive my aue, after sufierings so intense ; 
to consummate the whole my daughter was to be returned 
to my arms, who had been absent more than two years. 
There was a good prospect of our son's being released 
from the Indians ; the whole formed such a lucky com- 
bination of fortunate events, that the danger of twice 
crossing the ocean to gain* our native shore, vanished in 
a moment. My family were all in the same joyful mood^ 
and hailed the happy day when we should sail for Eng- 
land. 

But little did we think that this sunshine of prosperity 
was so soon to be darkened by the heaviest clouds of 
misfortune. Three days before the appointed hotir for 
sailing, the ship came down from Montreal, without my 
daughter; in a few moments, I met Mr. Perthieur, who 
told me that counter orders had come, and Mr. Johnson 
must be retained a prisoner ; only my two little daugh- 
ters, sister and myself could go. This was calamity in- 
deed ; to^jitterapt such a long, wearisome voyage, without 
money and without acquaintance, and to leave a husband 
and two children in the hands of enemies, was too abhor- 
rent for reflection. But it was an affair of importance, 
and required weighty consideration ; accordingly the next 
day a solemn council of all the prisoners in the city was 
held at the coffee-house. — ^Col. Schuyler was president, 
and after numerous arguments for and against were heard, 
it was voted, by ar large majority, that I should go. — I, 
with hesitation, gave my consent. Some, perhaps, will 
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censure the measure as rasli, and others may appland my 
"Courage; but I had so long been accustomed to danger 
and distress, in the most menaCbing forms they cbukl as- 
sume, that I was now almost insensible to their threats ; 
and this act was not a little biassed by desperation. Life 
..could no longer retain its value, if lingered out In the in- 
imical regions of Canada. In Europe I should, at least, 
find friends, if not acquaintance ; and among the numer- 
ous vessels bound to America I might chance to get ft pas- 
sage. But then, to leave a tender husband, who had so 
long, at the hazard of his life, preserved my own ; to 

{)art, perhaps forever, from two children, put all my resD- 
ution to the test, and shook my boasted firmness. 

Col. Schuyler, whom we ever found to be our benevo- 
lent friend, promised to use his influence for Mr. John- 
son's release, and for the redemption of .our children. 

On the 20th of July, we went on board the vessel, ac- 
companied by Mr. Johnson, who went with us to take 
leave. We were introduced to the Captain, who ^as a 

gentleman, and a person of great civility ; he shewed us 
le best, cabin, which was to be the place of our resi- 
dence, and iafter promising my husband that the voyage 
should be made as agreeable to me as possible, he gave 
orders for weighing anchor. The time was now come 
that Ve must part — Mr. Johnson took me by the hand — 
our tears imposed silence — -I saw him step into the barge ;. 
but my two little children,' sister and myself were bound 
for Europe. 

We fell down the river St. Lawrence but a small dis- 
tance tbat night. The next morning, the Captain, witU 
a cheerful countenance, came to our cabin, and invited 
us to rise and take our leave of Quebec; none but my- 
self complied, and I eazed, as long as sight iirould permit, 
at the plate where I had left my dearest friend. 

While in tbe custody of the Canadians, a number of 
circumstances occurred, with which my memory is not 
strongly impressed : but a dream which I had while in 
the civil jail, will never be forgotten. Methought that I 
had two rings on one finger, the one a plain and the oth- 
er a diamond mourning ring : the plain ring broke and 
fell from my finger, wnile the other remained. My fam- 
ily rwas now broke, and I left to mourn. 
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CHAT. IX. 
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Vcjfi^e to PhpnouA* — Occurrencei^^-'^^iiing from Phf* 
frtmkOi, to Porttmouth ifrom tiunet hf the xoay of Corfe to 

JWw- Forfc. 

All my fears and affliction did not prevent mr feeling 
some little joy at being released from the juriscfiction <^ 
Frenchmen, I could pardon the Indians, for their vin- 
dictive spirit, because they had no claim to the benefits 
of civilisation* But the French, who give lessons of po- 
liteness to the rest of the world, can derive no advan^ 
tage from the plea of ignorance. The blind superstition 
which is inculcated by their monks and friars, doubtless 
stifles, in some measure, the exertion of pit^ towards their 
enemies ; and the common herd,, which mcludes almost 
seven eighths of their number, have no advantages from 
education. To. these sources I attribute mdst of my suf- 
ferings* .3ut I found some benevolent friends, whose 
generosity I shs^ll ever recollect with the wannest grati- 
tude- 

The commencement of the voyage had every fa.vora« 
.ble presage ; the weather was fine, the sailors chee]:;iui, 
and the ship in good trim* My accopmodations m the 
Captain^s family were very commodious; a boj was al- 
lowed me, for mv particular use. We sailed with excel- 
lent fortune, till the 19th of August, when we hove in sigl^ 
of old Plymouth, and at 4 o^cIock in the afternoon drop- 
ped anchor. 

The next day aU but myself and fapi^ were talcen 
from the vesi^el ; we felt great anxiety at being left, and 
began to fear that fortune was not wQling to smile on us, 
even on these shores ; we waited in despair thirty or fbiv 
ty hours, and foun^ no relief. The captaui observing our 
despondency, began his airs of gaiety to ch'eerus; he as- 
sured us that we should not suffer — thatlif the jEnglish 
w.ould not receive us, he w#uld take iis to Fraiice and 
make us happy. But at last an officer came on^board,, 
to see if the vessel was. prepared for the reception of 
French prisoners. We related to him bur situation ; ^hc 
conducted us on shor% and applied to the Admiral for di- 
rections^— wjio ordered us lodgings and the Kinj^'s ^d^low- 
ance of two shillings sterling per day, lor our supports 
Fortunately we were lodged in a house where resided 
Captain John Tufton Mason, whose name will be famil- 
^ iar to the inhabitants of New-Hampshire, on account of 



kis palcnu He y^ kindly inter^te^ hwsdif ipi ourffia- 
Vor, and wrote to jHessrs. Thomlmson and A^tborp, a- 
gents at London for the Province of New-Hampshire, so- 
liciting their assistance in my behalf. We tamed aft Ply- 
mouth but a fortnight, during which time I received much 
attention, andhad.to gratify many inquisitive friends with 
thie history of my suferings. 

Capt* Mason procured me a passage to Portsmouth^ in 
the Kainbow man of war, from whence I was to take 
passage in a packet for America. Just as I stepped on 
board the Rainbow, a good lady, with her son, came to 
make me a visit ; her curiosity to see a person of my de« 
scription was not abated.by my .being on my passage; 
she said she could not sleep till she had seen the person 
who had suffered suchihard fortune. After she had ask- 
. ed all the questions that time would allow of, she gave 
me a guinea, and a half guinea to mr sister, anda muslip 
4iandkerchief to each of our Hide girls* Oh our arrival at 
Portsmouth, the packet had ssgiled ; the Captain of th^ 
.Rainbow, not finding it convenient to keep us with bim, 
introduced us on board th|e Royal Ann. > 

"Wherever we lived,* we found the best hriei^ds and the 
-politest treatment. — It will bethought singular, thata de^ 
fenceless woman should suffer so tnany changes, without 
meeting with some insults, and many inciviUties. But 
during my long residence, on board the various vessels, I 
received the most delicate attention from my companions. 
The officers w;ere assiduotis in making my situation agree- 
able, and readily |)roffered their services. 

While on board the Royal Ann,^ I received the follow- 
ing letters; the deader will excuse the recitation ; it would 
be ingratitude not to/rccord such conspicuous acts of be- 
tievolence.' ^ 

« 

Plymouth^ ?ept. 13,17^7. 

Late last postnight I received ;ip answer fro^ 
^Ir. Apthorp, who is partner with Mr. Thomlinson, .tj^e a- 
genffor New-Hampspire, with a letter enclosed t9 yoi?* 
which gave you liberty to draw on^^iin for fifteen guineas; 
As Mada^ Hornech was just closing*her letter to yqu, . I 
gave it her, to enclose for you ; I now write again to Lqo- 
qon on your behalf. You must immediately write to Mr. 
Apthorp, what you intend to do, and what further- you 
wou!d have him and our friends at I^ndon to do for 
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' • I hope you have received the benefaction of the char- 
itable ladies in this town. All friends here commisserate 
your misfortunes, and wish you well, together with your 
sister and children. 

Your friend and countryman to serve, 

JOHN T. MASON. 

Mrs. Johnson, 

Londonj SqpL 7, 1757. 
Madam, 

I received a letter from Capt. Mason dated the 
30th of last month, giving an account of your unfortunate 
situation, and yesterday Mr. Thomlinson, who is ill in the 
country, sent me your letter, together with Capt. Mason's 
to him, with the papers relative to you. In consequence 
of which, I this <hy applied to a number of gentlemen in 

^our behalf, who very readily gave their assistance ; 
ut as I am a stranger to the steps you intend to pursue, 
lK:an only give you liberty at- present, to draw on me for 
ten or ^teen guineasi for which sum your bill shall be paid, 
and when you furnish me with information I shall very 
cheerfolly give any furtherance in my power, to your re- 
lief, when I shall also sead you a list of your benefac* 
tors. 

I am, Madam, 

Your most humble servant, 

JOHN APTHORP. 
Mrs. Susanna Johnson* 

LETTER FROAI H. GROVE. 

I have now the pleasure to let dear Mrs. Johnsoa 
know the goodness of Mrs. Hornech; she .has collected 
seven pounds for you, and sent it to Mrs. Brett, who 
lives in the yard, at "Portsmouth, to beg her favors to you, in 
any tbing she can do to help or assfst you. She is a good 
lady ; do go to her, and let her know your distress. Capt« 
"Ittason has got a letter this post, but he is not at home ; 
cannot tell you further. You will excuse this scrawl, 
likewise my not enlarging — as Mr. Hornech waits to' send 
it away. -Only believe me, madam, you have my earnest 
prayers to God, to help and assist you. My mama's 
compliments with mine, and begs te wait on you, and be- 
lieve me, dear Mrs. Johnson, yours in all events to serve 
you. 

HANNAH GROVE. 
Sunday £r«, 1 tfckdc. 
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I received the donation, anj Mr. Apthorp soot me the 
fifteen guineas* I sincerely lament that he omitted send* 
ing me the names of my benefactors. 

The Captain of the Koyal Ann, supposing my situation 
urith him might not be so convenient, applied to the mayor, 
for a permit for me to take up lodgings in the city, which 
was granted. ^ I took new lodgings, where I tarried three 
or four days, when orders came for me to be on board th^ 
Orange man of war in three hours, which was to sail for 
America. We made all possible dispatch, but when we 

t to the shore, we w^re astonished to find the ship too 
ar under way to be overtaken. No time was to be lost, 
r applied to a waterman, to carry us to a mercbantman, 
who was weighing anchor at a distance, to go in 
the same fleet. He hesitated long enough to pronounce a 
chapter of oatlis, and rowed us off. When we came to 
the vessel, I petioned the Captain to take us on board, 
tin he overtook the Orange. He directly flew into a vio- 
lent passion, and offered greater insults than I had ev- 
er received during my whole voyage ; he swore we , 
were women of bad fame,who wished to follow the army, 
and that he would have nothing to do with ns. I begged 
kim tp calm his rage, and we would convince him of his 
error. But fortunately, the victualler of the fleet hap- 
pened to be in the ship, who at this moment stepped for- 
ward with his roll of names, and told the outrageous 
Captain that he would soon convince him, whether we 
deserved notice, by searching his list. He soon found 
our names, and the Captain Ibcgan to beg pardon. He 
took us on board, and apologized for his rudeness. We 
sailed with a fair wind for Cork, where the fleet took pro- 
vision. We tarried a fortnight in this place, during 
which time the Captain of the Orange came on board to 
see me, and to offer me a birth in his vessel ; but that being 
a battle ship, it was thought best for me to stay' where I 
then was. After weighing anchor at Cork, we had a 
passage of seven weeks, remarkably pleasant, to New- 
York. On the tenth of December, we dropped anchor 
at Sandy Hook ; on the eleventh, I had the supreme 
felicity to find myself on shore in my native country 
after an absence of three years, tkyee months, and eleven 
days. 
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GHAP- X, 

The ili^tQry e?uj#» 

I might descant for miainjr a page on l)ie felicity 1 feU* 
00 being once more in mj own country ; but others saa 

S' less my feeliucs better than I can tell them. .#Tlic 
ayor of New -lork ordered lodgings for us ; here! had 
the pleasure of meeting my friend Col. Schuyler, who, 
fpve me much information about affairs in Canada { he 
told me that my husband had been released^^ anid t^c^ 
Jlraissage in a cartel ship for Halifax, ajpd that he had re- 
deemed my son from the Indians, for the sum of fivo 
hundred livres. 

My fellow prisoner, Labarree, had. made « his escape, 
from the French, and had been in New- York a few days 
l>efore, on his way home. 

We tarried in New- York ten days— then took water 
passage for New-Haven, where I had the good fortune to 
find a number of officers who had been stationed at 
Charlestown the preceding summer, who gratified my cu- 
riosity with intelligence respecting my relations and 
frienas in that place. Some of these gentlemen, among 
whom was Col. Whiting, kindly undertook to assist us 
on our journey home, by the way of Springfield. . At 
Ifartford we found some gentlemen who were bound for 
Charlestown ; they solicited my sister* to go in company 
with them, to which she assented^ 

When within a half a dozen miles of Springfield, Mr. , 
Ely 5 a benevolent friend of Mr. Johnson's, sent his. two . 
sons, with a sleigh to convey me to his house, where I : 
proposed staying till some of my friends could hear of my - 
arrival. Fortunately, Mr. Johnson about the same time 
arrived at Boston, but misfortune had not yet filled the : 
measure of his calamity. He had no sooner landed, 
than he was put under guard, on suspicion of not perform- 
ing his duty \n the redemption of the Canada prisoners, 
which suspicion was occasioned by his remissness in pro- 
ducing his vouchers. But the following certificate pro- 
cured his liberty. 

This is to certify, whom it may concern, that the bear- 
er, Lieutenant James Johnson, inhabitant in the towr^ 
of Charlestown, in the Province of New-Hampshire, In 

*Min Miriam Willard was afterwards married to tke Rev. Mr. 
Wbitoey, of Shirley, Massaehusetti* 



l^uMfSnglaiftd ; ^rbo, together with his family, treiiB taken 
by the Indians on the SOthof AHgust lT54,*iia8 ev«r since 
comiftued a steady and faithful subject to bis Majesty 
King Ge<arge, and nas used his utmost endeavors to re*' 
deem his own family, and all others, belonging to the Pro- 
\rifice aforesaid, that were in the hands of the French and 
Indians^, which he cannot yet accomplish ; etnd that both 
bimsdf and lazily have uDdergone innumerable hard- 
sM][>s and afflictimi since they have been prisoners in Can* 
ardd. ' 

In testimony of which, we the subscribers, officers in 
bis Brkatitiic Majesty^s service, and now prisoners of 
war at Qudbec, have thought it necessary to grant him 
Ais certificate, and do recommend him as an object wor* 
tiiy the aid and compassion of every honest English* 
Ai^an* 

PETER SCHUYLER, 
c;_^j ANDREW WATKINS, 

*«*^*» WILLIAM MARTIN, 

WILLIAM PAJXSETT. 

Tocompensate for this «isfortune, <Sov. Pownat re- 
eomttiended a grant, which the General Court complied 
with, and gayfe him one hanc|red doHars from the treas- 
nry, and ne was recorded^ faithful subject of King 
George. 

After his dismission from tbe guards in Bos<^on, he 
proceeded directly for Chartestown. When within fifteen 
mi^es of Springfield, he was met by a gentleman who 
had just before seen roe, who gave him the best news he 
could have heard ; although it was then late at ni^ht, ht 
lost not a moment. At two o^ck)!;k hi the m<M*nmg of 
the first of January 1758, I arain embraced my dearest 
friend— 4iappy new year ! With pleasure would I describe 
my emotions of joy, could language paint them sufl[icient«> 
ly*^ forcible ^ but the feeble pen shrinks from the task. 

Charlestown was still a frontier town, and suffered 
from savage depredations, which rendered it an improp- 
er residence for jne ; consequently I went Uy Lancaster. 

Mr. Johnson, in a few days, sat out for New- 
York, to adjust his Canada accounts. But on his 
journepr he was persuaded by <3ov. Pownal to take a 
' CaptainV commission, and join, the forces bound for Ti- 
condero^ : where he was killed on the Sth of July fol- 
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lowing in tb« battle that proved fatal to Lord Holr^ Wbifir 
fighting for his countrj. Humanitj will weep with me-r- 
The cup of soprow waa-now replete with bitter drops.^ 
An my former miseries wese lost in the affliction of au 
widow- 
In October, 1 758, I> was inftmned that my son Sylvar* 
nus-was at Northampton, sick of a scald*- I hastened to 
the place, and found him in a deplorable situation ; he 
was brought there by Major Putnam, afterwards Gen* 
Putnam, with Mrs. How and her family, who had return- . 
ed from captivity. The town of Northampton had taken 
charge of him — his situation was miserable ;> when I* 
found him, he had no recollection of me, .but after some 
conversation, he had~som'e confused ideas of- me, but had 
no remembrance of his^fatfaer. It w«S'fouF years since I 
had seen him, he was then eleven years old ; during, hiftr 
absence be had entirely forgotten the English language, 
spoke a little broken Fre«(oh,but was perfect in Indtsm : he 
had 'Been with the savagesr three years, and one year witl» 
the French ; but his habits were somewhat. Indian : he 
had been with them in their hunting excursion!, and $u& 
fered numerous kardships-»he cquld brandish a toma* 
hawk or bend the bow, but these habks wore off by de- 
grees*. I carried him from that place to Lancast^^ 
where he lived a few years with Col*. Aaron Willautl. 

I lived in Lancaster till October 1759, when I return-^ 
ed to old Charlestown. — The sight of my former reai-> 
dence afforded a strange mixture of joy and grie^ while 
the desolations of^. war, and the loss of a numbere «£. deac 
and' valuable friends^ combined to give the i^aee an air 
of melancholy. Soon after- my arrival, Major. Rogers re-^ 
turned from an expedition against the village o£ St. ^raut 
cis, which he bad d^stroy^d^ and*killedmost of the in* 
habitants* He brought with hiitr a young Indian prison* 
er^ who stopped at my house : the moment he saw me be 
cried, my God, my God, here is my sister. ; it was my 
little brother Sabatis, who formerly used to bring the 
cows for me, when I lived at. my Indian masters* He 
was transported to see me, and declared that he was s4ifl 
jny brother, and I must he his sister. Poor fellow 1 The • 
fortune of war had left him without a single relation, t>ut 
with his country's enemies4 be could -find one who toe> 
sensibly felt his miseries*; I felt the purest pleasure -imx 
a^mimstermg to his comfopt. 

I was. extremely fortunate in receivins^ by. one of Ma;- 
jor Rogers? men, a bundle of Mr. Johnson^ papers^ 
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^"hMikafoand in plHiging Su Francis. The Iri^hs 
%H>k them when %e were captivated, and they iiad kin 
at St. Francis five yeans. , 

Sabalia went from Charlestown to Cr^im Point #1^1 
Jifajor Roeers. When he got to Otter Creek^ he met 
>my $an Sylvdiiii&v 'virbo waa in the army with C(^. WR- 
4ard ; he^recogmzed'bim, anddasfmig himin bis arms, 
♦*My God,'* says he "the fortune of war!"— I shalU 
«ver rem'ember this yonng Indian with affection; 
he had a high sensfe of honor and good behaviour, 
he was affaMe, good 'ttatm*ed and ]K>lke. 

My daughter Susanna was still in Canada«-*^but a% I 
iiad the fMIest. assurances that every attention Was paid 
to her education and welfare by her three mothers, I felt 
4ess« anxiety than I otherwise might haye done. 

Every one will ima^vie t^hat i nave paid affliction her 
iitmost demand: the pains ^ofimpriscmmeovt^ the separaitioa 
from my children, the keen sorrow occasioned by the 
>deatb of a butchered father, and the severe grief arising 
€rom my irasband's death, will amount to a sum, perhaps, 
ninequalled. But still myiiBtmily must be doomed to Aif- 
ther and severe persecutions from the savages. In the 
'Commeacement ^f the summer of * 1760, my brother in 
law, Mr, Joseph Willard, son of the Rev. Mr. Wil- 
iard of Rutiana, who was killed by the Indians in Lov- 
"^IFs war, with his wife and five children, who lived but 
two miles distant from me, were taken by a party ^oflil- 
«dians. They were carried much the same rout that I 
was to Montreal. Their journey of fourteen days througb 
4he wilderness, was a series of miseries, unknown to any 
but those who have suffered Indian captivity : they lost 
two children, whose deaths were owing to savage barbar- 
ity. The history of their captivity would almost equ^l 
my own, but the reader's commisseration and pity must 
-flow be exhausted. No more of a«igaisfa,no more of suf> 
iisrings. 

They. arrived at Montreal a few days before the 
French surrendered it to the English; and after four 
months' absence, returned home, and brought my daugh- 
ter Susanna to my arms; while I rejoiced at again meet* 
tn^ my child, whom I bad not seen for above five years, 
1 tefc extremely grateful to the Mrs. Jaissons, for the af*- 
fectionate attention they had bestowed on her. As they 
Iiad received her as tlieir child, they had made their af- 
Aaent fortune subservient to her best interest. To give 
lier the accomplishments- of a polite education had been 
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them, wbicb never will be oblitopaledw — Theiw partiq^ 
was an affecting scene of tears* Thej nevev f^gfit ber 
during their lives; she baseigbt leUers from A^^ wbich 
are prooft of the waraeat frieDidsbi|)« Alj dai^hter did 
|iol ktterw ine at ber return, and spoke nething b«t 
Freacb ; ogr sou tpolf:e liMtka, so tbat asy fom^jr was a 
IMBture of nations. 

Mr* Fartidworth^ ny only felkiw. priseiner whose re- 
liira I have not menlioned) came hovie »lil^le be£ate. 

Thus, bjr the goodnels of Prov^il^ioef wD ail reluruied 
in the coilrse ctt six painful years to the place from 
whence .we w^e taken. The lon^ period of oQr «a|Hivi- 
ty, and tbe severity of our #|iffor4ng9.y will be dajled un- 
common and unprecedented. But we even k^md «MQe 
friends to pity, amoiig our. most persecuting eneikgies ; 
and fr()m tbe various &apes in. which raaoJund appear^ 
^, we learned many valuable ksai^s. Wbetber in tlm 
wilds of Canada, tbe horrid jnil$ of Quebec,, or iti oUr 
voyage to Europe, daily occurrences bapperled tocoiei- 
vince us that the passions of men are as tari<^t$ ^s their 
i^>mpIexions. And altboD^b niy sufferings were often bn- 
oroased \$y tbe selfislmess of this worid's spirit, y^ tb» 
numerons testimonies of generosity I reeeived, bids itfe 
suppress the charge of neglect, or want of bedievolenee. 
That I have been an ut)fortunate woman all will grant ;^«r« 
yet my misfortunes, while they enriched my experience 
and taught me the value of patience, have indi^ascd my 
gratitude to ihe Author of all blessings, whose goodneas 
and mercy have preserved my life to tbe present 
tiiae. 

During tbe time of ray widowhood, misfortonc and 
disappointment were ihy intimate companions;; when 
New-England was ruled by ^ few men who were tbe 
creatures of a king, the pleasures of dissipation were 
preferred to the more severe attention to business, anti 
the imall voice of a Womati was seldom heard*^— Hetice 
in the settlement of my husband's estate, the delay and 
perplexity was di$tressing« I made three journeys H^ 
rorCsmouth,fouKeen to Bostoo^and three to Springfield, to 
effect the settlement. Whether my captivity had Caught 
me to be ungrateful, or whether imagination formed a 
catalogue of evils, I will not pretend to say ; but from the 
year 17S4 to the present day, greater misfortunes havfe 
apparently fallen to my share than to mankind in general, 
and the meteor happibess basjeluded iidy gras|>. Tbe 
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ted idDK'jwimicai over' road# itaiohienAy bad^ and tncl- 
deitetfaat Mcmed to baffle aH mv ptaus atyd^foi^ftfgtlf, 
rmd^r nifte anoreiEfofdrtuMte'thm coiQiiion. - - 

' Bm I fcAftid mdfijr at^mtv^ &i«iids, whose assistant 
iitid fcffidneis will dlwari claitti toy gratifudb;- CokHi^ 
White of Ltfomkifte^r, w&li wfcoil I had lived from ih^ tikik 
i Was tiigfal year» old until I \««|i^^ married, wa& e^treh^eljr 
afit)cHonat« ^mmI kind-^ki Ml- bnui^ I found>'« Welcome 
hi9Bm. Mt. SadttiN^ £ly 6f 'S^ingfiekl^ who was the 
friead of Mjr biisiiaiiid, i^ttMi^cl ttit nttai«roas.ktedrteis^ 
cs. Coteiftl MarWfy of R-atlandv and GoldAe^l Ghafnd!tfr 
bf Woi^l^tei", Were wi-y^ frigidly itnd kittdv'^ Mr, Clarke, 
deputy secretary, Got. I^eiWlrirfl, ahd Gov*. WentWortb, 
^x^te i their laflueiicf* for toie itt atttctoptirtg to prpeui^ a 
gt-atit from the 6i^ei<a) Atdembly. 

Indne of ttiy joarniea to Portsmouth, I ^otrviffsed With 
•Caprt. Adattlfi:, Who was hi Europe ^ the time Iwaa— *e 
Iftforiaed me thai while ttel^ Mr. Apthofp gavfehitti fbur- 
teen pcjunds starting, fef the purpose of conveying 
me and toy femity td Imerfea ; toy sailhig whh the 
convoy prt ve^itfed my fei^eiving this kindness.. 

During the four years <>f Ay Widowhood ! wai^ ih quftfe 
afi unsettled sittlitiofn; aotoetimi^s 'receiving my chHdreii, 
who* were returning frdm captitSify, and at others setili^ 
the ©Stale of my deceased husband* In October, 175d, 
I mwed to CharlfestoWfi aricHook pouaession of my pat- 
i4fliony, consisting of a bous^e which Col. Whiting had gtn- 
eroasly assisted my mother in boildrng; in copartnership 
whh my brother Moses Willard^ I kept a small slore,which 
was of service ifi supporting my fara-ly, and settling my 
husband's estate.^ have received, by petitioning,^ from 
the General Assettobly of New^Hampsb ire, forty two 
pounds, to Ifldemaify myself and family for losses sus- 
tata^ by <wir country's enetoles. This was df eminent 
service to me. Mr. Johnibn left with Mr. Charles 
Apthorp, of Boston, the sum. which my son's redemp- 
tion cost, for Col. Schuyler, who had paid the same. 
Btit the General Assiembly of Massachusetts afterwards 
paid Co!. Schuyler his demand for redeeming ray son. 

By Mr. Johnj^on I h^d Seven children ; two sons and 
a daughter died in infancy. Sylvaniis, with whom thi; 
reader is acquainted, now tives in Chariestown. Susanna 
m.irried Capt. Ssmnel Wetherbee, and has been the 
Bsotber of fifteen children, among which were five at two' 
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Urlhs. Potty matmd CdL Timotl^ BtdA, of BtTef^ 
jiUl — dipd ip Aiiffiiit 1789. Captive married CoU 
<3eoc|e .KiovbaU.— 3n tbe year 1 762 I married Mr« Jobn 
Hastings, my present imspaod; he wasAaeof the first 
.aeltlers in . Coarlestown ; IjpecoUeci to have seen hina 
when I vi^ed the pla >e in 17 4i he suffered much hgr 
the Indians, and assist in defending the town durinf th# 
^ars. By him I have bad seven children; onedaagfater 
^nd foHT aoM«died in their iiJiancy. Theodocia is maiv 
:irird to Mr« Stepben JAaaham ; Handilla died at the agi^ 
of twenty-two, she lived from her infancy with lttr» Sam- 
4iel Taylor of Rockineham^ by whom she was treated 
with great affection^ 1 bai^ Md thirty >nine graod-chil- 
<lren, and four great-grand^^hildren. 

I am now in iae winter of iife, and feel sensibly the esf- 
lects of old age* I live on the same spot where the In« 
xlians took us from in 1 754; i^ot the face of nature has so 
-changed, that eld savage fears are all banished. My v»> 
<ant hours I often employ in reflecting on the various 
.scenes that have marked ^e different stages of my life* 
When viewing thefiresent rising generation, ^'^he olooai 
of health, and enjoying those g^y f>leasures which shed 
jkhair ezhilirating influence ^so plentifully in the morn of 
life, \ look back to my early pays, when I too was bap- 
y, and basked in the aunshine of good fortune. Little 
o they think, that the meridtan of their lives can pos- 
sibly be rendered miserable l)y captivity or a prison;, as 
little too did I think that my gilded prospects could be ob- 
scured ; bi^t it was the happy delusion of youth ; and I 
fervently wish diere was no deception* But that Being, 
vrha ^ sits upon the circle of the earth, and views the in- 
liabitants a^ grasshoppers,'^ allots our fortunes. 

Although I have drank so Wgely from the cup of sor- 
row, yet my present happiness is a small compensation. 
Twice has my couRtl'y been ravaged by war, since my 
f emembrance ; I have detailed the share I bore in the 
first; in the last, although the place in which I live was not 
a field of bloody battle,yet its vicinity to Ticonderogft,and 
the sava^s that ravaged the Coos country rendered it per- 
ilous ana distressing. But now no one can set a higher 
'Value on the smiles of peace, than myself. The sava* 
ges are driven beyond the lakes, and eur country has no 
enemies. The gloomy wilderness, that forty years ago 
secreted the Indian and the beast of prey, has vanished 
sway ; and the thrifty farm smiles in its stead ; the Sui> 
days, that were then employed in j^arding a fort, are 
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now quietly <)eyoted to worship; the tomahavk ancfscalp^ 
ing knife have given place lo the sickle aod plough-share ^ 
send prosperous husbandry now thrives, where the t^rrorv 
of death once chilled us with fear. > 

My numerous progeny often gather around me, to hear 
the sufferings once felt by their aunt or grandmother, and 
wonder at their magnitude. My daughter Captive still 
keeps the dress she appeared in. when brought to my bed! 
side by the French nurse, at the Ticonderoga hospital j^ 
and often refreshes my memory with past scenes, when 
showing it te her chiloren^ These things yield a kind o€ 
melanenoly pteasune* 

Instances of longevity arc remarkable in my family^. 
My aged mother, before her death, could say to me^ arise^. 
daughter and go to thy daughter, for thy daughter^ 
daughter has got a daughter ; a command which few ' 
mothers can make and be obeyed, 

Ai^d now, reader,after sincerely wishing that your days: 
jnay be as happy as mine have b^en unfortunate,. I hii 
you adieu. 

ChariesUnonj June 20, t798.^ 



Jiames^, ofptrsms kilkd in Charlestouiny Jfo* 4, and ttnw 

* when — by the Indians* 

Seth Putnam, May % 1 748» Samuel Farnsworth, Jo- 
seph Allen, Peter Perin, Aaron Lyon, and Joseph Mas^^ 
sey, May 24, 1746. Jedediah Winehel, June or July^ 

1746. ^f\a\\^^y Auf^si 3, 1746. Isaac Gbodalc, 

and Nathaniel Gould^ Ottober^ 1747; Obadiah Sart- 
well, June, 1749. Lieut. Moses Willard^ June 1€, 1756*. 
it^ahel Stebbins, August^ 1 758. Josiah Kellogg, 1 759. 

Jfumber taken Prisoners by the Indians, from Cliarles-^ 

town, Ko* 4.. 

. Capt. JohnSpafibrd, IsaacPadcer, and Stephen Farns^ 

*>orth, April 19, 1746. Anderson, October, 1747.' 

Enos Stevens, June 1 T, 1 749. James Johnson, Susanna 
Johnson^ Sylvanus Johnson, Stisan Johnson, Polly John- 
son, Miriam: TV illard, FetCB Labarree, . and Eb'r Farns- 
wwrth, August 29, 1 754. Sampson Colefax, David Farns- 
worth, Thomas Robins, and Asa Spalford, May, 1756V 
Mrs. Robins, Isaac Parker, and David Hill, jJugw*/, 17581 
Joseph Willard, wife and five children, Jtine 7, 1 760.- 



fie NOtlCfi OF JAMBS ROGfiML . 

NOTICE OP JAMES ROGERS. 

(OomBMBicatB^ by Dr. ItAAv trSA&vs, •# DnftfaMtiai.) 

JAMES ROGERS was one of the first settlers of 
Dunbarton. He is said to have emigrated from a f4ace 
called MoDterlon^ in Ireland, and the place where he set- 
tled in Dunbarton still retains that name. He wa« the &* 
tber of the well kown Maj. Robert Rogers, who eon* 
manded a cotnp^nyo/'iCanger^ in the last French and Indian 
war, whose senrice consisted in sconring the woods, pro* 
curing intelligence, and skirmishing witli detached per* 
ties of the enemy* The manner c^ Mr. Roeers' deatk 
was a little extraordinary. He was shot in uie woods, 
being mistaken for a bear. The circumstances were as 
follows. Rogers was going to a hunter^s cam^ in or^ 
^er, it is saic^ to invite some gentlemen who were mak* 
ing surveys near by, to dine with him. The hunter 
saw him approaching through the bushes at a distance, 
and not expecting to see any other than wikl animals, and 
the colour of his clothes being blacky be supposed him to« 
be a bear,and accordingly fired upon him and killed faim^ 

It is reported of Maj. Rogers, that while in London 
after the French war, being in company with several per- 
sons, it was agreed, that the one who told the most im- 
probable story, or the greatest falsehood, should have hi$ 
fare paid by the others. When it came to his turn, he told 
the company, that his father was shot in the woods of A- 
merica by a. person who supposed him to be a bear; and 
that his mother was followea several miles through the 
mow by hunters, who mistook her track for that^ of the 
same animal. It was acknowledged by the whole onn^ 
pany that the Major had told the greyest lie, when . m 
feet, he had related nothing but die truth. 



Mr. Caleb Towli, whom we noticed in the second num- 
ber of the Collections, page 7S, as being remarkable for 
corpulency, died at Centre-Harbor^ on the 1st of OctOi- 
ber, at the age of 56. "An extraordinary increase of 
flesh is supposed to have been the cause of his death. 
Thoqgh short of five feet, ten inches in height, he 
weighed, a few months previous to his death, 515 pounds^ 
and probably was not lighter ai the time of his de«th." 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OK 

COL- WiNTHRQP HH^TON. 

THE kst century has been so fruitful of great and im- 
portant events, of ^reat and illustrious characters, that 
men who acted distinguished parts in the busy scenes of 
life before that interesting period commenced, and acted 
them with honour to themselves and benefit to their coun- 
try, are almost forgotten. It should not be so : for we 
are far more indebted to our forefethers for our civil and 
religious, privileges, than mere ]j|^reless observers of ' 
events, and cursory readers of history^ are prepared to 
acknowledge. The foundation of our independence was 
laid long before the busy actors in achieving it were 
brought into existence* The sons of slaves or dastards, 
and educated to succeed such on the stage of life, would 
never have arisen from their degradation to assert their 
rights, nor have nerved their arms to secure and maintain 
them. 

In giving a sketch of the life of Col. Hilton, it may 
siot be improper to take some notice of his American an- 
cestors, and as they Were intimately connected with the 
first settlement of this State, such notice cannot be alto- 
gether uninteresting. 

Hi& grandfather, Edward Hilton, was at the head of 
the colnpany who were sent out by the original proprie- 
tors of Laconia, to found a plantation on the Pascataqua, , 
to cultivate the vine, discover mines, carry on the fisher- 
ies ai^d trade with the natives. Hie arrived froni London 
early in 1623. His brother William accompanied him. 
'!jrhey, with their associates^ made a stand at Dover 
heck, about seven miles from Portsmouth. David Thomp- . 
«on and others, who came over at the. same time, set 
down nearer the harbour. Thompson, the next year, 
retired into Massachusetts, but the settlement at Ports- 
mouth was not broken up. ^ 

3J 
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We have but brief accounts of the disappointments and 
dangers, toils and troubles which )the first settlers of this 
country had to encounter : and imagination can do but 
Iitt!e towards supplvine the deficiency. We cannot pic- 
ture to our minds, tne difficulties they met, or the sufier- 
ijigs they endured. Ten years after the commencement 
of the settlement at Dover, the people of that place and 
of Portsmouth, received the principal part of their bread- 
stuff from England and Virginia, and their nearest mill 
for grain was the Wind-mill at Boston. Their supplies 
were irregularly and scantily received, and they were oft- 
en threatened with the addition of famine to their other 
sufferings. One of their principal men, in July 1633, 
wrote from Newichawaniche to the Company in England 
that, with a family of ten persons, he had but half a bar- 
rel of corn, and had had but one piece of beef or pork 
for three months. Many or most of the married men 
who at first came over, left their wives in England and 
sent for them when prepared for their reception. One of 
the Company in London, writing to their factor at Dover, 
in 1631, says — "your \llfe and children, Roger Knight's 
wife, and one wife more, we have already sent you, and 
more you shall have as you write for them.'' — "1 wish all 
your wives with you, and that so many of you as desire 
wives, had such as they desire." This was a truly be- 
nevolent wish ; for many of the settlers were sadly puz- 
zled to procure suitable help-meets ; and one of them in a 
letter to a principal proprietor, in 1634, makes a melan- 
choly complaint that as "for maidesthey are soone gone 
in this country." 

Whether Edward Hilton, at the time of hid arrival, was 
married or single, does not appear. He was a man of in- 
fluence and in authority at Dover, and the friend and 
confidential correspondent of Gov. Winthrop of Massa- 
chusetts. In the difficulties occasioned by the disorderly 
and immoral conduct of Burdet, Knollys, and Larkham, 
who successively assumed both civil and ecclesiastical au- 
thority in Dover, and for a considerable time kept the in- 
habitants in a state of confusion and contention, Hilton 
was considered by their neighbours of Massachusetts, as •* 
the man most entitled to confidence, and the most efficient^ 
friend of civil and religious order. Although the settle- 
ment of this State did not, as did Plymouth and Massachu- 
setts, owe its origin to religious persecution in England, or 
a desire of .religious freedom in the wilderness, the first 
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settlersHhere were undoubtedly educated in the principles 
of Christianity, and some of them appear to have been 
men of religious habits and character. The gross immor- 
alities of those who pretended to preach to them the gos- 
pel, had a pernicious influence upon the morals of the 
rising community, and weakened their attachment to the 
institutions of religion. The three men just mentioned, 
by their scandalous vices soon exposed themselves to 
open shame, and fled from punishment by flying from the 
country. One of them, on the very night after sitting in 
judgment upon his predecessor, and condemning him for 
lewdness and debauchery, made the unlucky mistake of 
getting into his maid servant's bed instead of his own, 
and was so very unfortunate as to be discovered there. 
Hilton, and the better sort pf people in Dover, wearied 
with the disorders which prevailed, were desirous of 
putting themselves under the protection and government 
of Massachusetts. They effected their object in 1641, 
and Hilton was the first named in their list of magis- 
trates after the union. He however continued in Dover 
but a few years afterwards. A grant of land had been 
made to him in Exeter, on the "4th day of 1st week of 
10th month 1639," and he removed tb that to^'n previ- 
ous to the year 1652 ; for, iji that year, the inhabitotits of 
Exeter in town meeting ""Voted, that Mr. Hilton be re- 

2 nested to go along with Mr. Dudley to the General 
Jourt to assist him." In 1653, another grant of about 
two miles square comprehending the site of the whole 
village of Newfields, was made to him "in regard^ to his 
charges in setting up a saw-mill." Upon this grant 
he is supposed to have settled, and a considerable part of 
it has remained to this day the property of his descend- 
ants. He died in the beginning of the year 1671. A 
letter of administration upon his estate was granted by 
Capt. Waldron, commissioner for that purpose, March 6, 
1671, and his property, real and personal, was appraised 
at 2204Z. The number of his children is not knowji. 
Four of his sons, Edward, William, Samuel,and Charles, 
were administrators. 

Edward Hilton, the eldest son, continued at Exeter. — 
He married into the family of Gov. Thomas Di}dley,but 
whether a daughteror grand-daughter is uncertain. He 
died in the Spring or Summer of 1699. His will was da- 
led April 13, 1699, and proved in the Probate Court, the 
10th of July following. His wife, Ann, survived him. — 
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He left three sons and four jdaughters : Winthrc^Dudley, 
Joseph, Jane, Ann, Mar j and Sobriety. 

WurrHEQP Hilton, the eldest 80D,'wa8 born about the 

iear 1S71. .We.have no means of ascertainij^ what wer^ 
is advantages for obtaining an eariT education, but hare ' 
evidence that he was better educated than the generality 
of the joung men of his da j. Probably by means of his' 
connexion with the Dudley family, he became better ac- 
quainted with. publickafiairs, and was earlier introduced 
to publick life than he would otherwise have been. He 
was a brave,ente^rising man,and early distinguisked hdm« 
self in the Indian wars* The inhabitants oi this state;, 
atthat-pefiod, were.in continual danger from the incur- 
sions x>f the sarage enemy. Their home was the garri- 
son, and their ciutured. fields often became the fiemsof 
-battle and blood. Hilton was ^formed by nature for a 
warrior. He was above thamiddling size,tall,musculai;, 
g^i^e and well £furmed*-ramong the most tearless of the 
brave, the^most: adventurous of the daring. He had a 
garrison on his farm, and obtainod such an .ascendency o- 
ver his neighbours, and acquired their confidence lin such 
-a degree, that they looked to him for counsel in difficulty, 
and projection in danger. 

The dates of his earlier commissions arenot preserved* 
His conunission as captain of^the second foot companjp^ 
in. Exeter,^ is dated October 7, 1703, and contains this 
clause. ^^You are to %ht, take, kill and subdew any of 
the subjects or vassals of Ffranceand Spaine, and the In- 
dian rebels and murtherers.^' On the Slst of January 
following,.he was appointed a Major in the sexpedition a^ 
vainst the Eastern Indians, and jnade an excursion atihe 
head of three companies upon snow shoes into the Indian 
f ountry, and after ranging uie woods for some time search*- 
Ing in vain for the enemy, he returned to the Newfields. 
Tms .winter march was considered an honorable service, 
fand he received a .gratuity of 122. from the government. 
,In die Spring of 1704, Gav. Budley resolved on a 
vigorous attack upon the enemy, and wrote to Hilton as 
iollows : 

« Sr. 

I intend with l3ie blessii^ 9f God to f raise a very 
considerable £circe to.range the Eastern shore to destroy 
the enemy, aad would be ready to march by the last of 
this instant. If you please to tali:e to your rassistancj^ 
Gilman and Coffin, my very good officers, and raise me 
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a nomrber tof Volmtte^rs to be ready against the time, 
they shall haVe all encouragement in the service — ^am- 
tnunition ^ven them and sloops to convey them, and the 
rpremiumiior the enemy destroyed, that the Assembly of 
this Province -have or shall give them. 1 desire you to 
proceed -with ail vigour in the affair, and let me hear 
from yea by every post. 

fl <am) Sr, yow 

•affectionate Uncle, 

J. DUDLEY. 

Boston, 12 March, 1703-4 , 
For Her Majesty^s strvice. 

To M^ Wif <<m, Etfftk^i?^ 

Of this expedition, Col* Church was appointed to the 
chief command. It was not, however, so soon ready 
tis the Govertienr contemplated* Hilton's commissioo, . 
as major sunder Church, was dated May 1, anvdon (m \ 
'16th of ^^hat -tiionth, tiie Governor wrote to him from 
/PQrtsmpullh,ttliat he Jmd'arrived at that place i&e night 
ibefore^:and the forces for ^the eastward were then draw- 
mg together in that -road, <aDd reqisiesting him to collect 
wont volmiteershetQoiM at Exerter in the morning, and 
meet l^m .at Portsmou^ by Doon« Major Hilton there 
joined >tbe expediiionjana was df eminent service in 'th,e 
prosecution of ^ihe* enterprise. $ie was gone the whole 
summer. In a (letter to ^his wife, dated Passaoiaqaoddy, 
Jtme ^3, he i^bserves, that tsince his last letter, (which is 
not preserved) they had tatsen »nd killed 36 French and 
one ^ndi;^ and secui^ed tibeHmemy's stores. In the 
'Course of the isummer, they >ranged the eastern shore 
from New*4{anypshire^to Nova-^Scolaa, did consideral)4e 
• daoijage 1o t-ke French and Indians, 'destroyed two ch* 
three of their tM/)ns and ev^i insutled Port RoyaL 
Church lost 'but twd of Ms nren during the suouner, and 
although accused of cruelty in one or two instances, he 
proved himself to be a brave and •experienced officer, 
^and a prudent, judicious man. Against Hilton there ¥ras 
rQO complaint, and he was raked to the rank of Lieuten- - 
^ant Colonel. 

Having determined on an attack upon Nomdgewock, 
the Gov. wrote to Ce4. Hilton in January as foliows : 
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''BoBkm, 8 Jon. 1704. 

Sr. 

I am hot willing to pass the winter without a march 
to the Jndian Head Quarters. I have 200 men with you 
already. I will take care for one hundred more from 
hence, and I would have you raise me one company of 
volunteers of sixty, and see if we cannot get to Norig- 
walk; Confer with Major Walton about it, and put for- 
ward and see after your snow shoes according to law, and 
I will see you a fortnight hence, if God please. Write me 
on this h«ad. 

I am, 3r. your 

Affectionate kinsman, 

J. DUDLEY. 
Lt. Col. Hilton.'* 

The Colonel accordingly marched with 270 men to 
^iforridgewock, a distance of nearly two .hundred miles 
upon snow shoes. The season was considered favourable 
for their march, as the snow was four feet deep. The 
Iiuilians forsook their settlement upon Hilton's approach, 
and having burnt the chapel which the French had e- 
rected, and the wigwams which tke Indians had deserted^ 
he returned without meeting th^nemy. In thiSiexpedi- 
tion the officers not only shared the hardships of their 
men, but received no more pay than the privates. In 
the spriae. Col. Hilton commanded a party to scour the 
woods to the heads of the Winnepisiogee and . Pemigewas- 
set, and was not only this summer but most of the time, 
when not engaged in more important and distant expedi- 
tions^ employed in ranging the frontier settlements 
from Massachusetts to Maine. Though this was a neces- 
sary service for the protection of the inhabitants, it was 
often an unwelcome one, as the several towns were by- 
law obliged to keep provisions in their garrisons for these 
ranging and scouting parties, when it was sometimes almost 
knpossiUe for the inhabitants to provide fpr themselves. 
Hilton was occasionally under the necessity of discontin- 
uing his scout, or diminishing the number of his men, 
in consequence of the failure of the towns to comply with 
the requirements of the law. This gave offence to the 
Governor, who, like most men in power, had a very high 
sense of the duty of obedience in those under his author- 
ity, and he addressed the colonel in this style : 
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« Boston^ '24 Sept. 1 706. 
Sr. I am surprized that any body should divert you 
from my last order about a scoaf of twenty men. Upon 
your representation, I would have abated the number^ or 
time or distance of marching, but I must have no body 
else do it; 

I pray you to draw your men yourself, if your officers 
do not do it to satisfaction, as is in your power, wherein 
Major Woreli will assist you, and let me hear from you 
as often as you may. 

Keejp close to ray orders and they will keep you. 
I am, Sr. your humble 

Servant, 

J.DUDLEY." 

In i 706, the Indians were active and daring. They at- 
tacked the people in several towns in New-Hampshire and 
Massachusetts ; killed many, and carried many more intd 
captivity. Hilton was peculiarly obnoxious to then, anxi 
they used their best endeavours to destroy him* He was 
often waylaid, and sometimes, but not frequently, openly 
attacked* His ^^ sharp black eye, and. his long bright 
gun,'' struck terror to the heart, and unnerved the arm of 
the skulking foe. This summer, a party of them were, 
for a considerable time,watching in his neighbourhood for 
an opportunity to cut him off. Observing one morning, a 
party of men mowing in a field near the place where the 
meeting house in New-Market now stands, the Indian^ 
crept unperceived between the labourers and their guns, 
and gave the first notice of their approach by shooting a 
man who had been left in a neighbouring house to keep 
watch, and at the same time furiously attacking the men in 
the field, four of whom they killed, wounded one, and ^ 
took three; blit the colonel escaped. Capt. Edward' 
Hail, one of the prisoners, was a nephew of Col. Hilton. 
He was carried to Canada, where he obtained so much 
favour,by building a saw-mill for the French a^nd Indians, 
that they allowed him and Miles, his fellow prisoner, the 
. liberty of hunting, soinetimes in company with their cap- 
tors, and sometimes alone^ In one of their hunting ex- 
peditions, they resolved to hunt for home, and' made the 
best of their way to the English settlements; They 
were three weeks in the woods, with nothing to subsist 
upon but lily roots and the rind of trees, till Miles was 
so nearly exhausted that he laid down to die.* Hall 
made all possible prtHrision ftn* his comfort and left him. 
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Veiy soon afterwards, he arHved at Deerfield, in Mas^^ 
saclraseCtft, and immediately sent a pailj after his oom- 
panion, whom they found aJive, and brought into the fost, 
where he recovered his strength, and returned with HoM 
to their friends in New-Hampshire. 

In the winter of 1 706-7, another expedition to Nop* 
ridgewock was determined on, and annoimeedto Hikon 
in the following letter from Gov. Dudlej, 

^BosUmj Dtcertihir 9fh, 17M. 
Dear Sr. 

I have determined' to visit Ncuridgwock the lOA of Jan- 
uary next, and accordingly am raising in. this Province 
two hundred men to be commanded by CoL Martch, if 
his heahh wiH permit, whom alone I have acquainted be- 
sides yourself of my intention — ^therefore desire it to be 
secret, — and must expect forty men oC your ftrovtnce, 
which I would have vohintecrs, otherwise they nmst be 
drawn men to be commanded by some very goc^oflicer; 
and if Col. Martch fail me, I must expect your service to 
command the whole party. 

The men must be well fixed, cloathed and shod with 
snow shoes in good order. Communicate this erder to 
the gentlemen of her Majesty's council as soon as may- 
be. A ttcnd them yourself to concert the matter, that they 
may provide victuals and blankets if need be. Our last 
departure will be from Casco Bay. Desire the Gentle- 
men of the Council to keep it secret, lest the noise of it 
g- 1 into the woods. 

I am yr. affectionate unde, 

J. DUDLEY. 

To the Hon. Lt. CoL Hilton.'^ 

On the 19th of December the* Cover nor^wr<Hc to Col. 
Hikon that Marcli would not probably be able to take 
thecommaBd,andofreredittohim. This commission a & 
^Chiel Commander of the new rayscd forces, within the 
Provinces of the Massachusetts Bay and New*Hampshire, 
for Her Marty's service in an expeaition to Noridgwock^ 
other the Eastern parts against tne French and Indian en- 
my and Rebels; and Captain of the Company raissed for 
that service in the Province of New-Hampihire," was 
dated January 15, 1700-7. This expedition wa^ short, 
but considerably successfoU On the 20th of January, 
they surprized fpur Indiana, whom they killed^ and ooe . 
squaw, whom they took* From her, they, endeavored to 
obtain information relative lo the Indian j^aun^ in the 



Btigltboui^hood^ and at last' succeeded ; 'btit not till •■ she 
had obtained from the Colonel a solemn promise that he 
would take, her home with him, and neVer deliver her up 
to the Indians, bqf protect her against them. She then 
led them to a neck of land, wh^rethey found eighteeii 
Indians asleep,seventeen of whom were killed and the oth- 
er was taken prisoner. This happened ^t break of day on: ) 
the 21st of January, and in the morning of the sameday, 
the story of the exploit was told at Portsmouth, though at - 
a distance of sixty miles from the scene of action. The 
poor squaw, who, to sav^ her own life, thus sacrificed the 
lives of her countrymen, found ''the white chief' true to - 
his promise, and she lived in his family till his death* 

In the spring of 1707, the three Provinces of Massa- 
chusetts, New-Hampshire, and Rhode-Island, raised two 
regiments, of about 500 men in each, for the conquest of 
Port Royal. Col. Wainwright commanded one regiment, 
and Col. Hilton the other. Col. March was injudiciously 
appointed to command the whole. Tl^e expedition wai' 
an important one. The army arrived before Port Royal 
about the last of May. They had some little skirmishing 
with the enemy. But jealousy and distention arose a- 
mong the officers, which defeated the enterprise ; and ear- 
ly in Jun^, the atmy broke up in a disorderly manner and 
left the place. Hilton, with as many of his officers and 
men as did not choose to run away, retired to Casco bay, 
and there waited further orders. The Governor was 
much displeased with the conduct of* March and Wain- 
Wright, but Hilton had the good fortune to secure his ap- 
• probation, and received from him the following compli- 
mentary and characleristick letter : 

« Boston^ 20 /«/y, 1 707. 

' " My bear kinsman, * *^ 

I always had a just value for you as my good kinsman, 
but much more for your steady service for and love to 
your country. I have not neglectrd writing to you as be- 
ing displeased, for I am not so, — ^you being the only offi- 
cer against whom I have no complaint. But truly, Sr. I 
was never so surprised by what the enemy can do agamst 
me, as \ am at this ititolcrable ungoverned temper and 
base cowardice of my people. I pray you to be steady 
to Colonel H^itchinson and the gentlemen in command, to 
assist Colonel March. You have a brave Virginia prize 
in Port Royal harbour, and by and by will have the store 
ship : and if you will be-coRteut to stay tweity days at 
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Port liojal, Af y )Jf iU 4^iert and cpme over to you. How-- 
ev?r, let the gotvemor be#beyed aod s^l will b^ welK 
I im yoor s^ctim^t^ kiosiaan, 

^J. DUDLEY. 

To Aa Hon. CW* Hilton Ea$twarJU'' 

The army i^as imiaediately ordered back, and thre^ 
genttemeo of the Council in MassachuseUs were to direct 
its movements. But the officers 89d men weredishe^rteur 
ed and disgusted with the service, so that little could he 
hoped from their enterprvie aod but little was efiect^d.r 
After Col. Hilton had received orders, to, return to Port 
Royal, he addressed the following letter to his wifcy'*^ 
which shows the feelings of the army in regard to their 
expedition, and at the same time the moral and religii^us 
character of the writer. If it is not written exactly in the 
spirit and manner of the military men of the present day, 
it is perhaps none the worse for the variance. 

" Caaca Fort, July J G/fc, 1 707» 
My Dear Spouse, 

I canH but take all opportunities to salute you. I do 
earnestly embrace this as ye last hiefore our dqparture* 

Notwithstanding.athoMsanddifficultys in our way, itV 
ordered that ye oeet prepare to take ye signal for weigh- 
ing anchor tomorrow* The soldiers are utterly avei^se 
and will at best be but pasMve in returning to Port Hoy* 
all just as prisoners are transported ; neveryeless. if Pj:ox- 
idence cast advantages into our hands there,.tbey wiU ea^ 
gerly embrace them, and if we obtain victory, God wilt 
now have a much greater share in our. sym^gs of triun^h 
than if we had been successful at first. 

Dear Heart, pray hard for us and cheerfully commit 
-to ye almighty^s protection. 

Your loving, loving husband, 

WINTHROP HILTON." 

By the last of August, another ineflfectual attack had 
been made on Port Royal, and the army returned, as 

^— ^— »»»^i— — — ri I 1—^—^—— I ■ -»— .»— »— 1>^ II III! I I 1. ■ ■ ■■■ 

'I'Ool. Winthrop Hilton married Aon Wilson of Exeter, who, after 
his death, married Capt. Jonathan Wadlei^h of Exeter, and died 
March S, 1744. The children of Cbl. Hilton were five daughten, 
and one ten, to wit» WufTH&op,, a posthamoos child, horn Dec. 21, 
1710^'aheut six months after his father^s death. He married Widow ' 
Wigi^n orig^inally Martha Weeks of Greenland. Their children 
Were, 1. Winthrop, of New-Market, who was killed by the ralJ of jt 
tree in Northwoed, Jan. 1776, leaving children^ vis. Andrew, Win* 
throp, Sarah and Ichabod ; 2, Ichabod, who died in March* 1822, 
ta£«d 82. Hit children we)t9 Winthrop of Ne w-Merket^Sasanna aod 
Ann. 



Belknap says, ^ siekl j, ft^Ugttdd^nliearteiied, and aKham- 
«d,but with no f renter losBtbai^ 6ixteeii killed and as ma- 
ny wounded." 

During tlie reinatnder of Ids life, Coldhel HQlon waii 
much eoipkryedin the servieQ of fais cotmtry--'-^ icouTr 
tog the woods, ranging the coast andpiarsuing the enemy* 
He was coni^tantly gi*owing in the ciwificience of the Gov- 
kitnot dtiid th^ «tfiecti6na of the peo}ile. l*h<3 military t>p- 
evalicmd lof the Proritice wesre prihcipally entrai^ted to bis 
care^Bud were condu<;ted with prudence s^^ decisiion and 
to the satisfaction of all Concerned. His prospects 
were bright and promising : but his life was brought to a 
close in the midst qf his usefi^bess* His sw wi^t 4own 
at noon, and went down in blood. • 

' . He was cohpemed in the masting business, and on ikt 
23d of June, ITIO^ ivent with a nttQiber of ;m«n in$Q.il}tf|C 
fi^r t of Exeter which is now EJppirig to peel tbe bar $;. SmVi 
some trees that were felled for ma^*. The Indi^n«^ wJ^ 
ha^d.been long watehihg fqr such an opportuiiity, prepar- 
ed their ambuab, and knowiag the cQlqml^s determinatioja 
not to be carried into captivity, and feafing %o give hini 
aii.oppcH'tunity to deiMdhimi^elf^hey brought him down at 
^e first fire. Two of hii»p»iNP)r fell with him; two wese 
taken prisoners, and the rest fled*/ Dudley HiUon, ^ 
brother pf the colpnel, was of this party, and^was nqver 
heard, of after the. attack^ though bi^' remaias iwer^ 
not found on the field of carnage. The Indians, elur 
ted with their yictory, mai^gled th0 bodies of the. fell- 
.en, struck their hatchet into the. e^onePs *brains, left a 
lance in his heart, and aware of the danger of pursuit, rpr 
treated with uncommon raf»dity. As sobfltas the news 
of this disaster reached the garrisoa, one hundred men 
were collected to pursue the enemy, but in vain. They 
brought in the mangled bpdies of the dead, and wept with 
the relatives of the deceased ov«p their own* and theif 
coimtry 's loss* ^' The colonel^ respeicted and lamented 
by all who knew^him, was buried with the honoi's due t<> 
his rank and character," in his own field On the west bank 
of Lamprey river, by the side of hi^ American ancestors^ 
where several of his descendants of four generations have 
since been gathered around him. A cluster of wild rose 
bushes grows rank on his grave,and the inscription On bi| 
moss-covered monument shows when a brave and a.goo^ 
man died, and where the remains ,of him who sincerejjy 
loved atid faithfially served both God and his countrjj^ 
have long since mouldered into dust. 



im MBMQIR OF GAPT. XpWAKO JOWMir. 

lUKKQiROr 

CAPT. EDWARD JOHN«)N, 

Tkttarhj Historian of J^ew-Engltuid^with smne pxtracl^^ 
from his History rdatmg to Jfnd^Hampihire* 

{The following article was written a few years since by 

. one of the editors of these CoUectioBS^ and {xublifihed 

on the 16th of Jape, 1819^ in tbe^ Cofaitnbiati Ontfiiet^ 

• from which it is now copied with a few slight altera- 

tionsj 

The memory of those to whom we are ind At^d, in any 
part, for the invaluable privileges we enjoy, ninst fever be 
dear to posterity. The fathers of iNew-Englahd are 
among the first entitled to our grateful i*ecolIectionsr 
To them belongs the honour of first exploring our cou»- 
try, and preparing it for the abodes of civilized life. 

The subject of t^is short memoir is known to (boise ac- 
quainted with our early history, as the author of an His- 
torical Tract, with the*^running title of ^ Wondcr-wori^ing 
Providence of Icon's Saviour in New-England," wlrich 
has becomcBoexceedihgly rare, that the publishing'* com- 
mittee of the Historical Society of Massachusetts, for 
1813, commenced the re-publication of it in the second 
volume, second series of their valuable Collections. It 
vras continued in the third, fourth, and seventh volumes 
to the eighth, in which it was concluded. - ' 
' At a very early period of the settlement of Massachu-* 
setts, Capt. Johnson emigrated from the county of Kent, 
in England, and came to Charlestown, where he resided 
about ten years. His name is on the first list of- persons 
desiring to be made freemen, on the 19th October, 1630, 
some of whose names are given in Prince's Annals of 
New-England. '- It occurs again under 18th May, 1631, 
among those who took their oaths to the government of 
the colony. Charlestown was settled before Boston, and 
at first was considered the parent settlement of the colo- 
ny. But in a short time, the principal part of the inhabx- 
tants removed to Boston, then Shawmut. Capt. Johnson, 
Secretary Nowell and Rev. Mr. James remained,and as- 
sisted in the formation of a new church at Charlest<nvn, 
which was organized 2d November, 1632. By this 
church he was chosen one of the committee to erect a. 
pi;wiDhurch and town, now called Woburn, which wa^ 
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^Hled. in 164^ Chkpi. JdtoseRi:removed.aboat this timei 

corder^ and coatinued to keep the records till 1671. la 
ihe fcMimatioii'k^ the idb^rch in that pkce, of ndiich b% 
has given such a pdrticuiar account, be probably to^* an - 
acdiire and iffiportaalipavtk He was chosen the first dep* 
uty froim Wobui!!Ato;t.he General Court, and- continued to 
i^epnas^it.tbertQwn wMt^;b»t Iktle: interruption while ht 
Ihnedi In lM4j. hef fM^r ^p^Niinied 0^ib« connaand of the 
iBilitaryijtatid iii:Wdbiim, whichyh^iiipde^ly says in his 
hi&lory,. was ^^ ]cd4)y ano^ec Kentisfa^Captain^'' refejcring 
to Cs^U^ Stlaoft Wiil^rd,. o£ iOoBcosd,. • alierwaids Major 
WtUai^ who i^iettjffalisd firom*^. ccrunty of Kent* 
.t Inlhedistiifhaiices^.b^ween the cQlony: ajid Samudi 
Gorton andhis.company^ he«iasapfioinAed fay the G^ 
enskl 6ourl oheof the cfmi:iiissioners tot hear and tleier* 
mine the pontrovj^sy on the spot* The eommisftioners 
were abo inii^eMed mthmilitary powjoar ^ theyrepaired V9 
M^aoF^iokf* whi^i^£rorton;residied^$ aeked him and hi^<par^ 
ty;andaaririwsd(idiem.toBeston. ^ i v 

In 1 6S0^ C^pts. Johnson was a^fiecittted with Gov* St9^ 
filreet, Maji Gen. Denaeem, Hoft. Thomas' D&»ftrtfa, 
Rev. Messiis.vMather,/ Morton, Corbel and Mitchei, and 
four otbprs^.as a eontmitcee to meet at BostOBy^Hp consid* 
er and debate such raatteif or thing of pubtick concern- 
ment, touohing^our patent^ kw9, privileges, and duty to 
hi» Majesty, as they in their wisdom shall judge roost ex* 
pedient, and draw up the result of their etpprehensions, 
and present the ^aoie to tbs next session for concurrence 
and approbation, so .that if the will of God be, we may 
speak and act the same things beoomi^ prudent, honest, 
oofiscieotious and faithful, men." The answer of this rev<^ 
erend and honorable committee, signed by Thomas Dan< 
forth, is given in the appendix of Gov. Hutchinson's His- 
tory of Massachusetts* 

It is evidence that Capt. Johnson was strongly attached 
to the rights and privileges of the old charter, and highly 
regarded for his inte^ity and honesty, by his being se« 
lected in 1664, with Gov. Beliingham, Maj. Gen. Lever- 
ett and Capt. Clarke, of Boston, to receive the charter and 
a duplicate of it in open court, and directed " to dispose 
of them as might be most safe for the country." This 
was about th^ time when the rights of the charter were 
expected to be invaded by the rcyyai^ommiesioders ap- 
pmnted by Charles H. " . . 
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In thid tml afad nligiotts afeihi of Wob^tito, to tSaub prng^ 
perky of which his services were so etfmtial, tmd ^h«re; 
&lr about thirtj years, they were actively engaged in its 
Uhalf, be appears to have enjoyed the utmost oonidfeBce 
of liie fellow citiaeos.. 

It appears that he was distingiis)ied for diose prmci<> 
pies of piety and religion which adaated the Fatners of 
fie W'England. With them^ be had his pref udices, which 
led him aealously to <aaidwnB tbeprineiples dnd costdnct 
of those early Nectar je& which dislnrbedcbeqdietof the 
first churches. His cautiod in hw histctry4 neMr tomdb i 
Uague mth amg of thb9t BectarUa^ tm^hx have been better 
followed than that spirit of peffsecuiion^ Which tMe early 
magistrates cherished towaros those who dissented froiii 
them in religious feebnga and prinoiples* 

Capu Johnson died at Wobutn a^ aii advaaoed^ age^ 
22d April, 1672» 

* That he waa the author of the History attributed! to bi^^ 
though it does hot aippear with his -name^ hia beebsatis^ 
lactorily proved. It contains^ says the araalistof New^ 
England, ^^ many particulars of toe beginning of our sever- 
al ehiirches, towns, ami colonm, iirhich appear in no oA^ 
er writer." The title page ieaaiblloews : ^ A History ot 
Kbw Enolaitd. From the English planting in the yeere 
t6S8, untill the yeere 1652. Ueclarisg the form of thdv 
government, civil, military, and ecelesiaati^e. Their 
wars with the Indians, their troubles with the Gortonists^ 
and other Hereliques. > Their manner of gathering of 
Churches, the commodities of the Country, and descrip* 
tson of the principall Towns and Haven, with the greftt. 
encouragements to increase Trade betwixt them and Old 
England. With the names of all theur Oovernours, Ma- 
gistrates, an4 eminent Ministers," &c« It was printed ioi 
London in 1654. 

The posterity of Capt. Johnson are very numenms. 
Four of his sons* are mentioned in the early records of 
Wobum. Hon. William Jobnson attained to several 
jnilitary and civil offices of rank and importance^ He 
appears as one of the deputies of the General Conrt of 

* Robert Johnson, who graduated at Hanrard College^ ia 1^5, is 
supposed by M:^ Wintbrop ef Caiobridge, to have been otie of his 
sons, and it is most likely was his oldest. He is probably referred 
to in the followini^ notice from tbe Wondchrorkifig' Prov. under 
1640. After giTiog ao aceonat of a aniaiier of the tMf gr«dmite% 
tbe author says, '< Another of the first fmits ef this College is enidioy* 
-ed in these western parts in Meris^ one of the Summer Islands*'' 
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If assath^elts^ agatnst' whom R&ndolpti exUibfted to the 
Lords of the CbuaciJ^ slrticles of high tnisdemeanor, in 
Februarj, 4681. He was chosen one of the Assistants in 
1664, and contifiued in the magistracy till the arrival of 
Sir Edmund Andross. When Sir Edmund was deposed 
in 1689, he was one of the " Council for the safety oi the 
people and conservation of the peace," and signed the or* 
aer directed to John Piper, commander of the castle, for 
the delivery of tibefort and stores to Capt. Pairweather. 

The new charter was obtained in 1690. Major John- 
son, wilh Beputy €rbv« Danforth, who had been elected 
by the people under the old charter, 'was e^tcluded front 
ftflmre in the new govemmeftt. They were, isays Gov. 
Htttchmson, rigidly attached to the old charter, and '^Mr* 
Mather, [who procorad the charter] no doubt, expected 
they would appear in opposition to the acceptanae of the 
new." Major ^ohnspn died at Wobum, 22d M^y, 1 704. 



Jj^xtr^cts fiom Qjp^ Johnson's Hisitory of J^ezB-Eitglandj 

ACCOUNT OF DOVER. 

** Aboijit this time [1641] the people inhabiting the 
Town of Dov^ry although they lay out of any of thestt 
Colonies mentioned^ (yet hearing and seeing with what 
sweet harmony, both in Churches and civil Government^ 
the Mattachuscts peopled patten was carried oh prosper- 
ou$ly) desired greatly to submit unto the same, by put- 
ting themselves undwr their protection; and for that end 
they ,petitio»id:theiit General Court to admit of them, and 
administer Justice ^ occasion ,served,. by the hands of 
their godly Magistrates, which accordingly was granted^ 
and they have been partakers of the benefit hitherto, hav- 
ing also the benefit of some Minister to preach unto them, 
till it pleased God to fit stones by the continual hewing of 
his word for his Teraple-work, and they fi;ather a Church 
according to the rule of the word and called to [the] of- 
fice of a Pastor one M. Maude,* both godly and dihgcnt 
in the work : This Tpwn isscituate upon Pascataquc riv- 
er, lying to the Northeast of Boston, which river, al- 
though it be not nigh so broad as MeniniacIvriver,Yet it 

[*Kier. Daniel MaoiJ, who waa Mttled iu 1642 and died iQiejj.] 
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is navigabte, being very deep, and her banks fiPd with- 
statelj timber, which has caused one or two Saw HiUa 
to be continued ; there they have a eood quantity of 
Meddow Land, and good ground for India[n] corn.^ 



^ DESCRIPTION OF HAMPTON. 

'* Much about this time [1 639] beean the town of 
Hampton in the county of Northfolk, to nave her founda- 
tion stone laid, scituate near the sea-coast, not far fircm 
the famous river of Merimeck. The great store of salt 
marsh did intice this people to set down their habitations 
there, for as yet Cpwes and Cattell ef that kinde were not 
come to the great downfall in their price, of which they 
have about 450 head : And for the form of this towne, 
it is like a Flower-de-*luce, two streets of houses wheeling 
off from the maine body thereof. The land is fertile, but 
filled with swamps, and some store of rocks. The people 
are about 60 Families ; being gathered together in 
Church covenant, they call to office the reverend, grave, 
and gracious Mr. Doulton, [Rev. Timothy Dalton, settled 
1639 ; died 1661^ having also for some little space of 
time the more ancient Mr. Batchelor ^of whom you have 
heard m the former Book) to preacn unto them also i 
here take a short remembrance of the other. 

Donlton doth teacb pertpicuoutly and louod. 
With wbolemne truths of Christ the flock doth (M, 

Tliy honour with thj laboor doth abovnd. 
Ago orowns thy head io righteonniessy proooed 

To batter downe, root «p, and quite destroy 

» 

All Heresies, and Errors, that draw back 
Unto perdition, and Christ's folks annoy : 

To war for him tboa weapons dost not lack : 
Lcnj^ dayes to sec, that longM-ibr day to come^ 

Of BabePs fall, and Israers quiet peace : 
Thou yet maist live of days so great a sum 

To see lbi« work, let not ihy warfare cease,* v ^ 
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NOTICE #F TUB BftCaSRa COTTOKS. 2i7 

. J^^tices rf Rtv* SsABORN CoTi^aN and. it#i^ John Cottov^ 

of Hampton* 

The Rev. Seaborn Cotton is tho common ancestor of 
most, if not all, of this name in New-Hampshire. He 
was a son of the Rev. John Cotton^ of Boston, and was 
born at sea, in August, 1633, while his parents were on 
their voyage to New-England. Rev. John Cotton was 
'' son of Roland Cotton, and was born at Derby, Dec. 4, 
1 585. He married Elizabeth Horrocks ; and afterwards 
Sarah Story, by whom he had all his children. Seaborn 
was his eloest son. He graduated at Harvard C6llege 
in 1653, in the catalogue of which his liame is latinized 
by Marigtna. He was ordained at Hampton in 1660, as 
successor of Rev. John Wheelwright, and died in 1686, 
aged 53 years. He was succeeded by his son. Rev. John 
Cotton, in 1696, who continued in the ministry about 14 
years, and died in 1710, aged 67. During the adminis- 
tration of Gov. Cranfield, Rev. Mr. Moodey, of Ports- 
mouth, was imprisoned for refusing t© administer the sa- 
crament to him. The next week, the governor sent word 
to Mr. Cotton, that •* when he had prepared his soul, he 
would come and demand the sacrament of him, as he had 
done at Portsmouth." This threat induced Mr. Cotton 
to withdraw to Boston, where he remained till the dan- 
ger of his being obliged to comply with the governor's 
requisition had ceased. Mr. Cotton was esteemed a good 
scholar, and an able preacher. We have not ascertain- 
^- ed that any of his works were published. A volufne of 
his manuscript sermons is lodged in the archives of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. The character of his 
son. Rev. John Cotton, is given in the following manner, 
by the Rev. Jabez Pitch, of Portsmouth, in his manu- 
4K:ript History of New-Hampshire, a work of which the 
Rev. Dr. Belknap makes some use in his valuable Histo- 
ry of this state. " He was a person of great learning 
and integrity, much ^iven to hospitality, very pleasing 
and profitable, facetious and instructive in his conversa- 
tion ; affable, courteous and obliging in his carriage to 
all; and universally beloved ; accurate in his sermons, 
and very industrious in his preparations for the pulpit." 
An original letter of Mr. Cotton has been lately publish- 
ed^ in the "Old Colony Memorial," a very useful paper, 
printed at Plymouth, Ms. 
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tin KimaSTKEv: iogUA steAnm. 

Jfotiee &f thu Rev. Jobtah ftpEARHi, of t!ppif^* 

[W c extract the following note respecting the Rev* Mr* 
StearnS) from Prewdent Alden!s CoBection of Ameri* 
can Epitaphs, &c* Mr. Stearns was a worthy clergy- 
man, and died at fipping, Joly 23, HBB, at the age of 
57 years.] 

The reverend Josiah Stearns originated from a reputa- 
ble family, which came from England and fixed its a- 
bode in Watertown, Massachusetts, with the early set- 
tlers of that place. That branch of this family, from 
which he proceeded, removed to Billerica, when mostly 
a wilderness, where several lineal descendants §till re- 
side. 

Mr. Stearns was bom, in Billerica, of worthy and pious 

parents, in January, 1 732. At the usual age he was put 
to school, where he soon discovered such powers of 
mind, diligence in application, and sobriety of conduct, 
as attracted the special notice of his instructor and induc- 
ed him to urge upon his parents the expediency of rivi 
him a liberal education. His kindly suggestion had t 

desired effect. , . ^ 

At the age of fifteen years Mr. Stearns was admitted an 

alumnus of Harvard college and received his baccalaureate 
in nil. From his first entering on a course of classical 
studies, to become a minister of the gospel^ was his sole 
object. To this he had been solemnly devoted by his pi- 
ous parents ; and, on leaving Che university, commenced 
his tneological studies preparatory to'the important work* 
At the age of about 21, he began to preach to very great 
and.general acceptance. The eyes of many in different 
places were soon fixed upon him as their intended pastor ; 
but, not feeling himself prepared, at that early period, to 
take the charge of a parish, he declined, for a while, 
preaching as a candidate for settlement, and employing 
himself in occasional ministerial labours, in the further 
prosecution of his theological studies, and, at the same 
time, in teaching a school. 

During this season, he married Sarah Abbot, of Ando- 
ver, a lady of a respectable family and of exemplary pi- 
ety, by whom he had six children, three sons and three 
dau*^hters. After much serious reflection and prayerful 
inquiry, the path' of duty was made plain to him. Re- 
lymg on divine help, he now resolved to ciUer on the 
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Aanpefitousdulieftof a paroc^hial chai;ge, ^osife^rer GqcI 
in his p]!0¥idence should see fit to point the waj* 

Ib a short time he received, a call ittna three differ^t 
places wh€^« be had preivio«dj o|&ciated«. %>P^ *}P 
New-Haiopsbire, then the last la Jiisojiiad ia poiotfOf^i-* 

S'bility, was the region designed by the great Jtfead 9^ 
e church for this subsequent imponiiDt services. Hene 
lie was ordained on the 8th of ilwcht 4 758 ; and, 4^ ^i» 
part of the vineyard he continued to labour for jnpife 
than thirty years, with uncomuKm faithfulness and zoail, 
till a few months before his death, which was ocqasioned 
by a scrofulous complaint* He was -gEeatly respected 
and esteemed by a numerous and s^nectionate people* 
Few men, in any age, have supported a fairer christian or 
ministerial character* His religious sentiments were 
drawn from. the «acred fountain, and he called no man - 
master on earth. That he might Iqiow the truth, he stud- 
ied the scriptures in their original with unremitting dili- 
gence, and was so thoroughly acquainted with every pa^ 
of the Bible, that he could readily cite the chapter and 
yerse, where almost any text was to be found* He was 
eminently blessed with a clear and discriminating mind,a 
sound judgment, and retentive memory. The ooctrincs 
of his faith were essentially thase of the reformatio^* 
These were the ground of liis owii hope, and these he 
preached with great plainness and solemnity,. as may be 
judgediromhis 6ceasional discourses, published before 
and since his decease. In prayer he greatly excelled, aad, 
although often prolix, yet there was a remarkable variety, 
appropriateness, and fervency in his addresses to the 
throne of grace. In ecclesiastical councils, his opinion 
was often saught and mubh approved. He was a lover of 
good men, and especially of his brethren in the mini^ry ; 
and, akfaoueh his income was small, his house was al- 
ways open lor their cordial reception. In a uniform, strict, 
ana conscientious observance ot the sabbath, his exam* 
pie was like that of the first settlers of New-England. 
His life; indeed, was a happy eomment upon the doc« 
trines which he taught. Whatever he enjoined upon oth- 
ersy he made it his constant jpractice to do himself to^the 
extent of his power. 

Mr. Steams was an ardent friend of his country and 
an able defender of her rights. When the revolutionary 
contest commenced, he took an active and decided part 
in apposition to the ungenerous and impolitic measures of 
Great Britain. He believed the American cause to be 
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tbt' cause of God and that it would prevail. So strong 
was his confidence in this, he was often heard to say, that, 
through the wliole struggle,hc, at no time, for half an hour, 
experienced a doubt of the final successful issue. He 
was a member of the first proiyncial Congress. Some 
of his familj were in the field, during the greater part 
of the war, sometimes two and sometimes three at a time, 
and he sacrificed most of hb worldly interest in support 
of the American cause. 
He buried his first wife, 5th November, 1766,and in Sep- 
tember of the following year, married Sarah Rijggles, a 
daughter of the reverend Samuel Ruggles, for many years 
the worthy pastor of the church in Billerica, by whom, 
as by his former consort, he had six children j three sons 
and three daughters. 



Biographkai Suidi of NOAH WORCESTER, E^ 

' Noah Worcester, Esq. was the youngest son of Rev, 
Francis Worcester, a ministc^r of Sandwich, in Massa- 
chusetts, who was a great-grandson of Rev. Williana, 
Worcester,* the first minister in Salisbury in the same 
state. Rev. Francis W. removed with his family to Hal- 
lis, N. H. in 1750, where he died in 17^3, at the age of 
85 years. The subject of this notice was born iat Sand- 
wich, Oct. 4th, 1735; removed to Hollis with the fami- 
ly, and died thercj August 1 3, 1817, aged 82. His ad- 

*There is a diTersity with reg^ard both to the rhristtan name, tt,ni 
ftlM the orthogpraphy of the samame, of the first minister of Salis- 
biiry. In Johnaeo^s Histi of .Neir-Enflaiid, aee 4>ago 2&f of these 
ColleotioDS, be is oaUed^'tbe roirereodand graciously godly, JH, 
Thoffuu WotterJ** In the book entitled <* Plaine Dealing, or News 
from New-Eng^land,*^ by Thomas Iiechford, printed in 1642, bis name 
is written Jlfr^ PTorf^^er withont the chrisCian name. Bat by tite 
BaKsbvry records, it appdars that hia «niae was WWimn Wcreesicr^ 
and it ia thiM written by Pr. Cotton Mather in his Magnalia. He 
WM nn ordained minister jo England; one of the Puritans, who fled 
from persecution, near the beginning' of the setUement of this coun- 
try. The church at Salisbury nvas the eighteenth that was estab- 
lished in Massachusetts colony, being planted to 1638, and the same 
year Mr. Worcester was settled as pastor. Two otber brothers came 
over from England, one of whom settled in Connecticut, and from 
him was descended Genera] David Wooster, who was mortally woun- 
ded at Ridgfield, April 37, 1777, in opposing a detachment of British 
troops, whose object was to destroy the pubUck 8tolt^s at Danfbary^ 
Cook 
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VTOtages foi* education in early life were very Hmitcd^but 
the pQWtyrs of his mind were naturally good, and much im- 
proved by reading ; and he v/as much respected for bis 
intelligence, vigour of mind, and strict integrity. In 
1775, he received a commission of Justice of the Peace 
for the coumy of HilTsb^rough, and by successive ap- 
pointments, was continued in that office till his decease, 
and was exlcnsively eoiployed in oiO^ial and puVlick bu- 
siness. For upwards of sixty years, he was a distin- 
guished member of the Congregational church in HoUis ; 
was exemplary in the duties of his Christian profession—* 
active and zealous in promoting the interests of religsou 
ID the town. For many years he wai^ afflicted witJi 
liypocondria, and was subject to those infirmities and 
sufferings that are its usual concomitants. But in the la&t 
years of his life, he '^vas eminent for equanimity and 
cheerfulness of temper, and for patience under the 'trials 
he was called to endure. He retained bis mental facul- 
ties in a remarkable manner, and possessing an uncom- 
monly retentive memory, he had a fresli reeoUection of 
the events of his early life, and was a very cheerful and 
pleasing companion. He had long contemplated his dis- 
solution not only with composure, but with the animating 
hopes of the Christian. Several of his last years were 
doubtless among the happiest of his life; and few per- 
haps have better exemplified the following representation 
of virtuous old age by Dr. Percival. "/fo the. intelli- 
gent and virtuous, old age presents a , scene of tranquil 
enjoyments, of obedient appetites, of well regulated af- 
fections, of maturity in knowledge, and of calm prepara- 
tion for immortality. In this serene and dignified state, 
placed as it were, on the confines of the two worlds, the 
mind of a good man reviews what is past with bumble 
confidence in the mercy of God, and with devout' aspira- 
tions towards his eternal and ever increasing favour." 

He was twice married, and had sixteen children, sev- 
en by the firsi marriage, and nine by the second* Of his 
five sons by his first marriage, four were minist^s of the 
gospel, viz. — Rev.^Noah Worcester, D. D. of Brighton, 
Mass. 5 Rev. Leonard Worcester, A. M. Peacham, Ver- 
mont 5 Rev. Thomas Worcester, A. M. of Salisbury, in 
this State ; and Rev. Samuel Worcester, D.' D. late of 
Salem, Mass. These have all been distipguished for their 
various publications and literary attainments. The fifth 
son is Mn Jesse Worcester, President of the Hoi lis 
branch of the M. P.Soc. and father to Mr. Joseph E. 
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Worcester, Author of the Uoiversal Gazette^, Gasdletr 

of the United States, and several vahiable geographical 
publications. 



Jfotiee of ike Han. WitUAM GoRDOir, JIf. C 

Hod* WiUiam Gordon of Amherst, was deacendeii 
from Mr* James Gordon, of Stranraer, ^ of a good anci^Qil 
femily in Scotlaad."* His intermediate ancestors wete 
kisjrandfather» Mr* JameaGordon^^an eminent mevchaal 
in BostoD, and his father Capt. William Gordon, one of 
the officers of the Cape Breton expedition. At an earljr 
age, be entered Harvard College and received its boncmra 
tn 1 779. He eagaged in the learned and arduous pro* 
fceoio n of law, in which his talents and integrity soon 
|irocttred him an ample portion of business and iftime* 
In 1 794, be waa eleeied a senator in tbe State Legislature; 
•0l796,arepreteiitative to Congress, in wbicb office be 
remained till 1 800* He was at the same time Regwter 
of Probate for tbe county of Hillsborough. After he 
retired from Congress, m was apponted Attorney-Gen- 
eral, and euatainM that office till his death, which occmv 
red in Boston on the 8th of May, 1802, at the early pe* 
mdof lifeot 39 years. 

The character of Mr« Gordon was thus - delineated in 
4he public Journals of the day«*-^^ His mind was not less 
adorned with learniDe than his heart with every manly 
virtue. His friendsnip was sincere — his benevolence 
active. Integrity stronglv marked his character.r**An 
independence of spirit and correctness of thought, raised 
Jhim above tbe prejudices of party, the meanness of av*- 
arice and the frowns aad flatteries of the world*^ 



^M& letter of Junes Gerden, Med Itmaraer, Mtireh t1, 1718— 
ta. la tbatfAftoe^ wMeh it :a borooah ia Wiftomkire, nn Lodi* 
Rj«n»iafieotlMii,faewieJLaadaadTiiaSarreyer. He4M abeat 
the year 1799. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS 

i OP THK , 

Convention of Miniittrs in Ktm^Hampshiru 

[lihese records compence July 28, 1747, and are reg- 
Ularly continued till Sept. 22, 1774, after which, during 
Ihe reyoidtigiiary stn^gle, the meetings of the Conven- 
tion appear to have been suspended* The records ap« 
pear principally in the hand writing of Rev. Ward Cot* 
ton, of Hampton, Rev. Dr. Haven, of Portsmouth, 9xA 
Rev^ Mr. afterwards Df. Belknap, of Dover.] * 

• 

Whereas a Number of Ministers of the Province q^ 
K« Hampshire, in private Conference, considering the 
Necessity of Harmony^ Peace and good order among th» 
Churches^ could not but think there was great Need^pl 
Union aqian^ the Ministers, and their most prudeot, hear-r 
tv and unammous Endeavours, to promote, such valuably 
Ends, and to guard the Churches against every thing thai 
might shock tneir Fomidation or corrupt their Doctrine^ 
lyKv determined by Letters to acquaint the Congregii^ 
tional Mini&tws of the Province with their Desire oT^ 
general Meeting, which they acco^rdingly did. Where* 
upon a Number of them, viz* Rev. Messrs* Odlini), Sent 
and Jun. of Exeter, Allen of Greenland, Rust of Stra^ 
ham, CusUng of Dover, Whipple of Hampton,* Blunt of 
New-Castle, Cottcm of Hampton^ Moody of New«Mafw 
ketfGookin of Hampton,t Parkins of Rye, Parsons ol 
.South-Hampton^ Emery of Kott^gham^ jfain of Roc^? 

S»tert Coffin of Kingston, ^ogg of Hpmptpntand Lang* 
on of Portsmouth^ met at Exeter, on the twenty-eighu^ 
da^ of July, 1747, an account of the proceedings of 
wluch meeting, follows. 

Province of New- ^ At a meeting of a number of Minis- 
Hampshire,; July > ters of the Province at Exeter,, in. or- 
28, 1747. . 3 der to consult pn^per methods to pro* 

aiaielihe fcmen^I g«od of the. Churches aii^cording to the 
above mentioned desiffn, after humble supplication at the 
tlirone of erace for direction, it was voted, 1. That a 
Moderator be chosen. $. That the Rev. Mr. John Odlin 
be Moderaidr of said meeting. 3. That the Rev. Mr* 
Henry Rust be Clerk, and Rev. Mr* Jonathan Cushing ba 
Assistant. 



^ J>f«w Hampton-Falls, f North-HvoptDn^ ^Kensioipton 
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And that our disputes may be managed fairly without 
any hazard of misrepresentations to the advantage of the 
whole body, or of particular members — Voted, — ^That 
no member of this meeting shall divulge any thing that 
shall be offered by any particular member of the Socie- 
ty, in any affair that may be privately debated azSong 
them* 

After this, it being proposed by some of the Ministers 
present, that there should be some form of words drawn 
up and assented to, comprehending the articles of our 
faith as to matters of revelation, after much debate there- 
on, 

Voted, that it is not expedient at this time, all things 
considered, for us to make any declaration with respect 
to our faith in points of doctrine. After this 

Voted, That a committee be chosen to consult together 
and prepare something to be laid before the Ministers, 
tending to promote some of the great ends of our meet- 
ing, and that the following persons be this committee, viz. 
Rev. Messrs. Odiin, sen. Cushbg, Blunt, Gooktn and Cof- 
fin. 

After diis Rev. Mr. Allen conctaded this day's meeting 
with prayer, and then the meeting was adjourned to 
next morning at nine o'clock. ' 

Wednesday, July 29. Met according to adjournment, 
when the committee chosen for that purpose having drawn 
up several things, which they thought proper to be offer»- 
ed, the following articles were considered and voted, viz. 

Whereas there have been divers crrours in doctrine of 
late propagated by some ignorant and enthusia^tical per* 
sons, and practices encouraged cotitrary to the rules ot 
peace and holiness i We, being desirous of doing all in 
our power consistent with our office towards rCTorming 
such errours and disorders, (whereby we are persuaded 
God has been greatly dishonoured, the Holy Spirit gricNr- 
ed, and the progress of the glorious Gospel greatly db- 
sthicted) and advancing the kingdom of the Redeemer, 
agree and resolve as follows. 

1. That we will to the best of our ability, both in our 
publick ministrations and private conversation, maintain 
and promote the great and important doctrines of the 
Go3pel,according to the form of sound Words, delivered to 
us by Christ and his Apostles. 2. Thut we. will take par^ 
ticular notice of several doctrinal errours, which have 
niore remarkably discovered themselves of late in sever- 
al places among some persons, who would seem-zealotis of 
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religion, such as^ !• That saving faith is ftothing bAt a 
persuasion that Christ died lor me in partitular. 2. That 
iiorality is »ot of the essence of Christianity. ,i. That 
God sees no sin in bis chilcbeh; 4. That believers are 
-justified from eternity* 5. That no unconverted person 
can understand the meaning of the Scriptures. 0. That 
sanetification « no evidence of justification. And that 
we will be very ftrequcnt in opposing th^se ^rrours and in 
maulcating those truths with which they militate. 3. 
That we will by no means encourage ignorant persons 
who set themselves up for teachers, understanding- ni^t 
what they, nor whereof they affirm ; nor the unpeacea- 
ble practices of those who have broken into othei^ men's 
charges without any sufficient warrant from Scripture or 
reason, whereby the peace and oi^der of the Church- 
es has been much broken and true religion injured : but 
ihat we will steadily discountenance all persons in such un- 
scriptural methods,and any such practices which We think 
so destructive of: peace and holiness. 4. As we af e. de- 
sirous of strengthening, each other's hands and promoting 
brotherly love, we agree to be as frequent as we can con- 
veniently in visiting each other, and meeting together 
for the said purposes. And we think it expedient, that 
the. Ministers of the Provipce of congregational princi- 
ples who have been regularly ordained, meet all together 
once a year,, and that they be formed into associations to 
ih»et more frequently as they shall agree to unite in their 
prayers, and assist and encourage each other in the work 
of the Gospel. 

5. Whereas we think piety and learrang, particularly 
a good acquaintance with the Scriptures, and a coriversa- 
tion as becomes the' Gospel, necessary qualifications, a- 
mong others Kuentioaed by the Apostle, in a preacher of 
the Gospel ; We agree not to encourage or approve any 
as candidates for the Ministry till they are recommended 
by some Association 5 unless they are persons who have 
preached for some time and have been approved of by 
Ministers and Churches > acquainted with them. And 
whereas the Church of Durham has been, for some time, 
under difficult circumstances and in great confusion, and 
calls for some tender notice : 

Voted^ that Messrs. Cufehing and Moody be a commit- 
tee to go and enquire into the state of the Church, and 
make report at the next meeting* 

35 
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Voted, that the Rev, Messrs. Walkfi* of PennyCook,** 
Stevens of Contoocook^f Whktemore of SuDcook4 Wit- 
kins of Sottth-Higgin^ Emerson of Nissiiissety'^* Memriti 
of NotftiDgbara, Bayley a[ Methuen, and Flaj^ of Ches- 
ter, be sent to before naxt meeting, and invited to joia 
widk us. 

Voted, that Rev. Mr. Odiin, sen^ or Rev. Mr. Rust 
preach a sermon ad ckrum at the next neeting. 

After which, the meeting was closed with Prayer, and 
adjourned to Hampton to the House of Rev. Mr. Cotloo,. 
on the second Tuesday of October, 1747. 
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Sonu Particulars relating to the tslablishmtnt of a CoUtgt 

in Jiew-Hampshire*- 

For several years previous to the establishment of 
Dartmouth College, the Cangregati<Mial Mmist^rs <tf this 
Province were anxious to- found a literary institution, to 
extend to the people the advantages of education, whicfa^ 
in coQsequenee of the unsettled state of the currency, 
and other local discouragements, could not be obtained 
at the institutions in the neighboring provinces without 
much inconvenience. A spirit oi jealousy seems to have 
existed against their plan, andy though they frequently 
urged the utility and necessity of a college upon the offi- 
cers of government, n6 charter could be obtained, until 
that granted Mr. Wheelock, in 1769. We find the fol- 
lowing proceedings in relatkm to this si!ibject among ihe 
records of the Ecclesiastical Coiirvention.^ 

The annual Convention in l758f, was Bolden oh the 

26th of September^ at the house of Rev* Mr. Pike,- in 

Somersworth. Sundry local religbus matters being Sfc- 

posed of : — 

The Convention then taking into consi'deraticm the 
.great advantages which may arise both to Church and 
State from the erecting an Academy or College in this 

•Concord. fBoscamn; |£^cinbrohie. iSoufaerao, imw^Amberst. 
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Proviice, unanimously voted, that the followin]g petition 
shall be preferred to the Governor, desiring him to grant 
a charter for said purpose : 

To His Excdlet^ Bfinnkig Wentz»orthi Esquire, Captain^ 

General mad Governor in Chief in and over his Majes' 

(f A Pr&dnce of JfewrHampshire^ in J^ew'England* 

Mat it please your Excellency, "^ 

We, the Ministers of the Congregational Churches in 
the Province of New^Hampshire, under your Excellent 
cy's government, now assembled in our annual conven- 
tion in Somerswortb) as has be^n pur custom for several 
J ears past, the design of which is to pray together for 
is Majesty and government, and consult the interests of 
religion and Virtue, ifor our mutual assistance and encour- 
agement m our proper business : beg leave. ,to present a 
recjuest to your Excellency, in behalf gf Literature, 
which proceeds not from any private or party views in 
vs, but our desire to serve the government and religion, 
by laving a foundation for the best instruction of youth. 
^e doubt not your Excellency is sensible 9f the great 
advantages o( learning, and the difficulties which attend 
the education of youth in this Province by reason of our 
distance frofti any of the seats of learning, the discredit 
of our medium, ,&c. We haye reason to hope that by 
our interest aippng our people and sojne favour from the 

fovcrnment, we may be able in a little time to raise a suf- 
cient fund for .erecting and carrying on an Academy or 
•College within this Provijoce, without prejudice-to any 
vother such seniifiary in neighboring colonies ; provided 
your Excellency will be pleased to grant to us, a number 
of us, jor aaay other Trustees whom your Excellency shall 
^hink proper to appoint, a good and anfficient charter, bf 
which th^y may be empowered to choose a President, 
Professors and Tutors, or other officers, and regulate all 
inatters belonging to such a society. 

^We therefore now huirtblyp.etilioii your Excellency to ' 
grant such a charter as may in th^ best manner answer 
such a design, and entrust it with our coramitteo, viz. 
Rev. Messrs. Joseph Adams, James Pike, John Mcodj^ 
Ward Cotton, Nathaniel Gookin^ Woodbridgc Odlin, Sam- 
uel LangdoH and Samuel Haven, our brctl>i*en, whom 
we have now chosen to wait upon your Excellency with 
this our petition, that we may use our influence with our 
people to promote so good a design by generous subscrip* 
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lions, a^d that we maj further petition the Qeneral Court 
for such as^istancQ as they shall think necessanr. 

We are persuaded, if your Excellency wijl fii-st of a|l 
favour us with such a charter, wc shall be able soon to 
make use of it for the public benefit, and that your Ex^ 
cellency's naroe will forever be remembered with honour- 
If, after trial, we cannot accomplish it, we promi&e to re- 
turn the charter, with all thankfulness for your Excellen- 
cy's good disposition. 

It is our constant prayer, that God would prosper your 
Excellency's administrations, and beg leave to subscribe 
ourselves your Excellency's most obedient servants. 

JOSEPH ADAMS, Moderator. 

J At the next mecCing of the Convention, holden at the 
hdUse of Rev. Mr.- Adams in Newington, Se-pt. 25, 17d9^ 
the plan of " a Charter for a College, in this Province"' 
b^iag, read, was jipprovcd \ and the following vote vv as^ 
passed : 

Whereas a committee chosen lastycar to prefer a peti- 
tion to his. Excellency the Governor for a. charter of a 
College in tliis Province, have given a verbal account to 
this Convention of their proceedings and tonversatioii 
with the Governor upon said affair, by which, notwith- 
standing the Governor manifests some unwillingness at 
present to grant a charter agreeable to tht Convention, 
yet tl.rrc remains some hope, that after m'atarei* consid- 
eration, and advice of council, his Excellency will grant 
^uch a charter hs win be agreeable to us and our people. 
Therefoi'e, 

Voted, tfiot Rev. Messrs. Joseph Adams, .Tames Pike^ 
Ward Coltoi), Samuel Parsons, Nathaniel Gookin, Samuel 
Liangdon and Samuel Haven, or a major part of theni, 
be, aiid they hereby are a committee ot this Convention 
to do every thinpf which to them shall appear necessary 
in ihe aforesaid affair, in behalf of the Convention : "and 
moreover to consult upon any other measures for pro- 
motuiff the e^lhcalioii of youth and aelvancinj^ good liter- 
ature m the Province, and make report to the iicxt Con- 
vention. 

In 1762, the plaii of tJie venerable Dr. Eleazor W'Jiee- 
lock M'as made known to the Convention,*and received 



their hearty concurrence. The. foundation of Dartmouth 
Collie was soon after laid by the per severing exertioai^ 
of Whfeelock and his friends. 
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[The Editors have judgi^drit proper to preserve in their 
Collections the fiDllowing Constitution or^Form of Goir^ 
ernment for New-Hampshire, drawn tp by a Convcn- ' 

\tiQn which assembled at Exeter, P^cember 21, 1775* 
It was a hasty productioD and intended>to continue oiu 
ly during the "urAappy and unndtural contest with 
Gr^a t Britain.'' l^Hey have been favoured with an 
. original letter relating to the subject, written a few days 
after the Convention assembled, by Genial SuLLivAift 
to his friend and confidential correspondent, the Honi 
Meshech Weare, who was the first person chbsen itf 

. fill the chair under, the new government established^ 

and was continued by annual elections, during th# 

whole war.] ' 

In Congress at Exeter^ January^ by 17761 

WE, the members ol the Congress of the colony of Ne.w- 
Hamp&bire, chosen and -ap|x»inted, by the free suffrages 
of the people of said cotony, and authorized and impow- 
ered by them, to meet together aud use such means 
and pursue such measures,- as we shall judge best 
for the public good ;-7rand«in pactiqular, to establish some 
foriQ of government, })rovided th^t measure should be 
recommended by the continental congress \ and a re- 
commendation to that purpose having been transmitted to 
us^ from the said congress — have.taken into oUr serious 
consideration the unhappy circumstances, into which this 
colony is involved, by means of many grievous and op- 
pressive acts of the British parliament, depriving u$ of 
our native and constitutional rights and privileges ;. to en- 
force obedience to which acts, a powerful fleet and army 
have been sent into this country, by the ministry of 
Crreat Britain, who have exercised a wanton and cruel 
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abuse of their powcr,in destroying the lives and proper- 
ties of the ccdonists, in many places, \rith fire asd sword^ 
taking the ships and lading Ijpom many of the honest and 
industrious inhabitants of this colcny, employed in com- 
merce, agreeable to laws and customs a long time used 
here. 

The sudden and abrupt departure of his fixcellcncy 
John WeiitWQrd),Gsq.oitriaie governor, and several of 
the council, leaving us destitute of legislation ; and no 
executive courts being open, t^jkinish criminal offenders, 
whereby the lives aad propert^s of the honast peo|>Ie of 
this colony, are liable to the macbiQations and evU de^ 
signs of wicked men : — 

Therefore, for the presorration of peace and good Gr- 
der, and for the security- of the lives and properties of 
the inhabitants of tbfe cok»y, we conceive ourselves re- 
duced to the necessity of establishing a form of govern- 
ment, to continue during the present and unnatural con- 
test with Great Britain ; protesting and declaring, that we 
never sought lo throw off our dependance upon Great 
Britain : but felt ourselves happy under her protection^ 
while we could enjoy our constitutional rights and privi^ 
leges — and that we shall rejoice, if such a reconciliation, 
between us and our parent state, can be effected, as shall 
Ibe approved hv the continental congress, in whose pru- 
dence and wisdom we confide. 

Accordingly, pursuant to the trust reposed in us, we 
do resolve, that this congress assume the name, power, 
and authority, of a house of representative!*, or assem- 
^ t>ly, for the colony of New-Hampshire t and that said 
house then proceed to choose twelve persons, being repu- 
. table freeholders, and inhabitants within this colony; in 
the following manner, viz* five in the •county of Rooking*^ 
ham, two in the county of Strafford, two in the county of 
Hillsborough, two in the county of Cheshire, and one in 
the county of -Grafton,-^to be a distinct and separate 
branch of the legislatures, by the name of a council for 
this colony,to continue as such until the third Wednesday 
in December next-; any seven of whom to be a quorum, 
to do business : 

That such council appoint their president ; and in his 
absence, that the senior counsellor preside t 

That a secretary be appointed by both branches, who 
may be a counsellor, or otherwise, as they shall choose : 
That no act, or resolve, be valid, and put into execution, x 
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tnfess agreed to, and passed, by both branches of the 
legislature. » 

That all public officers, for the said colony, and each 
county, for the> current year, be appointed by the council 
and assembly, except the seyeral clerhs of the executive 
courts, who ^all be appointed by the justices of the red-^ 
pective courts : r 

That ail bills, resolves, or votes, for raiskig, levying 
and collecting money, originate in the house of repre^ 
sentativcs : 

That, at any sessions of the council and assembly^ 
neither branch shall adjourn, for any longer time, than 
from Saturday till the next Monday, without consent 
of the other. ^ . 

And it is further resolved, that, il the present unhappy 
dispute with Great Britain, should continue longer th^n 
this present year — and the cotitin^ntal coftgregs give ha 
instructions or directions to the contrary — the council be 
chosenbythe people of, each respective county, in such 
manner, as the c<^cil and house of j^epresentatives shall 
•©rdcr : 

That gen&ril and field officers of the militia, on aiit^ 
vacancy, be appointed by the t^vo houses, arid all infcrioif 
officers be choseh By the respective companies : 

That all officetlsof the army be appointed by the two 
houses, except they ishduld direct otherwise, iii case of 
any emergency : 

That alt civil officers, for the colony^ and lor eacfi 
<*ounty, be appointed, and the time of their tfontinuancei 
in office, be determined, by the two liousc$,except clerks, 
and county treasurers, and recorders 6f deeds i 

That a treasurpr, and a recorder of deeds, for each 
codnty, be annually chosen, by the people of each county 
respectively-; the Vote^g for such officers to be returned to 
the respective cotirts of general sessioiis of the peace, irr 
the county^ there to be ascertained, as the council and 
assembly shall hereafter direct t - . ' 

That precepts in the^ame of the council and assem- 
bly, signed by the president of the doancil, and speaker 
of the house of representatives, shall issue annuafly, at 
Or before the first day of November, for the cheice of a 
council, and house of representatives, to be returned By 
the third Wednesday in December then next ensuing, in 
such manner, as the council and assembly shall hcreafler 
prescribe* , 
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In ike house of refreseniativeg, September i9, 1776. 

Voted and resolved, ' 
That, as any new towns, tsr settlements, in this state, 
shall increase in their number of inhabitants, from yeaf 
to year, or from time tx> time, precepts shall issue for 
their sending delegates |o council and assembly, so as to 
be fully represented, according to their numbers, propor- 
tionable with other parts of the state. Sent up jhr con- 
currence^ P. WHITE, Speaker. 
In council, Ek)dem die, — Read and concurred, 

E. Thompson, Secretary* 
Copy examined, per E. Thompson, Surelary. 



Jin original Ltiler from Major-General Sullivan to Presi* 

dent iVtart. 

Winter Hill, December 12, 1775. 

Dear Sir, — Though continually involved in those dif- 
ficulties which necessarily attead a military life, I can by 
no means forget the duty I owe to that province, whose 
generous favour I have so largely shared^and whose marks 
•of esteem I have so often experienced* Being deeply 
impressed with gratitude to that truly patriotic colony, 
and fully s>ensible that the remaining part of my life 
ought to be devoted to th# interest of my country in gen- 
eral, and to that province in particular; I have stolen a 
few moments from the busy scen^of war^to offer you 
my thoughts upon a matter which I deem essential to the 
future welfare of my truly spirited and deserving breth- 
ren within that government* 

I hear that the Continental Congress has given our 
province a power to assume government ; but the con- 
tents of their letter to the Provincial Congress havmg 
never transpireil, and my friends of ihe Continental Con- 
gvess having pever informed me, but in general terms, 
that we had liberty to assume government ; I must con- 
<:lude that liberty is given to set up and establish a new 
form of governments For, as we jirere j»operly a King's 
government before, the giving us a power te assume gov- 
ernment, would be giving us a license to assume A form of 
government whiph we never could obtain* Taking it, 
therefore, for granted, that the Congress has given u^ lib- 
erty to set up that for-m of government which will best 
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answer the true ^nd and design of govefnment, I shall 
beg leave to offer you my thoughts upon the subject, lear- 
ing you to make such use ot them as your wisdom shall 
direct. And as my ideas of government may in some 
measure differ frpm many others, I shall beg leave to 
preoiise some few particulars a^eeabk .to my sentiments 
upon this matter* 

And in the first place would observe,' that all govcrti- 
ment is, or ought to be instituted for the good of the peo- • 
pie, anil, that form of government is most perfect when 
that design is most nearly and effectually aaswered. 2.- 
That government which admits of contrary or elashing 
interests, is imperfect, and. must work its t)wn- ruin. 
Whene\^er one branch has joined a power sufficient to • 
overrule, or destroy the other ; and the = adding a thurd; 
with a separate- and distinct interest, in imitation- of ther 
British Constitution,' so much celebrated^ by tho^e who ' 
understand nothing of it, is only hke two covttending 
powers, calling in a third, (which is uncoiinected ininten- • 
est) to keep the other two in awe, till it can gain power' 
sufficient to destroy them both. And I may altnost ven- 
ture to prophecy, that the period is near at hand, when/ 
the British nation will too late discover the defects ofi 
their much boasted Constitution, and the ruin of that 
empire-evince to the world the folly and danger of estab- 
lishing a government consisting of different branches, 
having separate and distinct interests. 3. That no dan- 
ger san arise to a state from giving the people a free and 
full voice in their own government, and that what are 
called the prerogatives of the crown, or checks upon the 
licentioiisness of the people, are only the children of am- 
bitious, or designing men, no such thing being necessary. 
-*-For though many states have been overturned by the 
rage and violence of the people, yet that spirit of rage 
has eVef been awakened in the first place, by the mis- 
conduct of their rulers, and that often carried to the most 
dengerous heights, is »o far from being owing to too much 
power 'being lodged in the hands of the people, that it is 
clearly owing to their havbg t6o small, and their rulers 
too extensive a power. 

Thus we find Rome enjoyed its liberties, till their dic- 
tators, and others were clothed with powers unknown bie- 
fore ^at least in that state) and made m some sort inde^ 
pendent of the people. And to this authority, so incon- 
sideratiely given, should be charged all the tumults at 
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Rome, ptn4 the fiaal f uin of that empire. This in^oa- 
trolable power fio much sought after hj cUsi^oiiig men, 
is madfi i|«e of to ^nalave the peoplie, and eUher bring 
about t^t e¥ent,iar rw«9 the just indignatioQ of the people, 
to extirpate the t^nuit thus peeking their ruin-'^Aiid it aome- 
timcs happew thai this reseatmeat is so far carried bjr 
die fiirj of an enraged populace, as totally to destroy tbe 
rf Plains pf government, and leave them in a state of apar- 
cl^r and confusion ^ and too often have desi|;ninff persons 
taken advaMtt;e of this conf U8iQn,aRd establ^shea t ji?anpy 
in its placf^ lam well convioeed that people are too (bnd 
of tb«r aaaci and qiii^t, to rise up in rel^llion against gov- 
enuBf ntt unless Woere the. tyranny of thisir rul«^ be* 
coaMa btokraUa; and their fondness for govemmfsit 
qusI claarjly appear from their so often submitting to one 
tyrant likct iflM^y had.e^tif pated anather, rather than Uve 
in a stale of anarohy and confu&ioa. 

I wouUtheciefore advise to such a form of govemvient 
as would adaail of h^ one object to bis kept in view, both 
by ike governor, and governed, namely, the gopd of the 
whole. That one interast should unite the several g(Kv«- 
eming branches, and that the frequent choice of the i^ 
lers, by the people, should cuperate. as a check u|k»a iheir 
cooiduct, ana remind tkem taat a new election would soon 
honor them for their good conduct, or disgrace them: for 
betraying the trust reposed inthem«-t--I by no means ob- 
ject to a Govemor,bui would have him freely appointed by 
the poople, and dependant upon them, and bis appotatr 
ment not to continue for a long time, unleier re-elected; 
at most not exceeding three years ; aii^ thj^ appoio^ 
Bient Id be made by the freeholders iD perscA, not. by 
their representatives, as that would be puttmg too dan- 
getoua a paiwer into their bands, and possibly a majorii^ 
of des^ning pen, might elect a person to ansrwer th<^ir 
own particular purposes, to the ereat emolument of those 
ittdividwls, and oppositiim of thei^ fellow-subjei^to.; 
whereas we oan never suppose the people toi have aay 
tkiw but the tn^ end of government (viz. their own 
good) in view, unless we suppose them idiots, or seltoiur- 
derers. — I am likewise much in favour of a Council and 
House of Representatives, but would have them like- 
wise ohosen by the people, and by no means for a longer 
time tha» three years* And this mode of elro0lstng, 
woiild efiectoally destroy that pernicious po^er of gov- 
ernors, aegativing coimsellors, inveiKtQd oaly to knpow* 
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er designing governors toi throw aside those persons, who 
thejT found would not join them in enslaving the people. 
The late conduct of Bernard and Hutchinson, and the 
present unhappy state of the Province I am now in, are 
striking witnesses of the justice of this observation, nor 
can I see the least reason for a governor's having power 
to negative a Speaker of the House. I would have 
some rule established, for deeming that person incapable 
of holding either of the above omces, that should either 
before or after his election, bribe or treat the voters, 
with intent either to procure an election, or reward the 
electors for having chosen him. — iPhe accusation against 
the governor, to be tried by both Houses, and if against 
either of the members, by the governor and the other 
members of both Houses, he having only a vote equal to 
any other member,, and in case judgntient should pass a- 
g^amst the new elected governoi*, the old one lo remain 
till a new election can be had. And in oase be should 
be the same person, formerly elected, the Presideat of^ 
the Council to supply his place, tiU a new election can 
be maae^ which President should fee appointed by free 
vote of the members of council at their first meeting^ 
. The infamous practice of bribing people in Gfreat mtt* 
ain to sell their votes^ and consequently their liberties, 
inust shew the clanger of permitting so pernicious a ppac« 
tice to be intarbduced into our constitution : to prevent 
which, and to guard agamst tlie undue influence of per* 
sons in power over voters, I would recommend the 
Pennsylvania]! method, (viz.) that every vote should be 
FoUed up, sealed, and on the back thereof be noted, that 
it is a vote for a governor, f if so) which should be de*- 
posited in a boi^ prepared for the purpose, and a vote 
for counsellors and representatives sealed up,noted on the 
back, brought in as aforesaid, and dejposited in separate 
boxes, provided for that purpose. Tnat all voters hav- 
ing once given their votes should pass out,and care be ta- 
Jfcen that they sbould not come in^ again till the voting is 
over. Or if thought more expedient to let the clerk of 
Uie meeting have a perfect list of all voters, with three 
columns, ruled against the names, and marked for a gov- 
ernor, one for counsellors^, and one for representatives. 
A^ when a person brings in a vote for one,amark to be 
made against his name in that column. — And if he brings 
in for all three at th^ same time, a mark to be made in 
e^ch column^ which I ttiink would effectually prevent any 
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fraud in voting. The representatives' box to be examin- 
ed in meeting, and the election declared ; those votes giv- 
en for a governor and the council to be sealed up by the 
clerk, and forwarded'by him, to the capital of the prov- 
ince, when all the votes being had together, a sworn com- 
mittee should examine the whole, and declare the elec- 
tion. This method, though it may appear somewhat 
troublesome, will not turn out so on trial, and is the most 
effectual .method to secure the freedom of voting, and pre- 
vent every species of fraud and connivance. 

Any persons who offer themselves as candidates for 
any birth, may, agreeable to the method practised in 
Pennsylvania, publish their desien in the newspapers, or 
commdnicate it in any other metnod they may think prop- 
er ; or leave the people to find out persons of merit, asd 
nominate for themselves. — All civil oflScers should be ap- 
pointed by the three branches, and all military officer* 
Dy the governor and council, and never superseded in 
commission, but by the same power which created them. ^ 
All laws negatived by the' governor, if revived after- 
wards and passed by a new House and Council, to be as- 
sented to by him, at all events, as it would ht unreasona- 
ble to suppose two Houses of Representatives, and two 
sets of Counsellors possessed of less wisdom,or to have less , 
understanding of the true interest of the people, than a 
single person, and that after having a long time to consid- 
er upon the matter, and consult their constitution tbere* 
on. 

And here I must beg leave to observe, that however 
high other people's notions of government may run, and 
howevermuch they may be disposed to worship a crea- 
ture of their own creation ; I can by no means consent 
to lodge too much power in the hands of one person, or 
suffering an interest in government to exist separate from 
that of the people, or any man to hold an office (ojt the 
execution of which he is not in some way or other an- 
swerable to those people to whom he owes his political 
existence. Time will not permit me to go more largely 
into the subject, but must leave you to weigh those things, 
and make such improvements thereon as yourwisdom shall 
direct. And though my notions of government are some- 
thing singular, yet I think this plan will be an improye^ 
ment upon the Connecticut Constitution (by far the hap- 
piest I know.) Where I have supposed a defect in that 
Constitution, I have taken the freedom to borrow from 
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that pi Peniisylvaiiia, and othei dhartercd govern mental 
to supply it, and in some instances, have added my 
own thoughts, which if they have force of reason in 
them, they will have their weight ; if they should not ap- 
pear to be founded in reason, I must beg you to excuse 
my giving you this trouble, Vs I sincerely aim to promote 
the welfare of that colony, to which 1 wish the most last- 
ing happiness, and assure yourself that I am with much 
esteem, • Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

JOHN SULLIVAN. . 
Hon. Mesrbcr Wbare, Esq. 

P. 8. Though- 1 have mentioned three years, I am* 
much in favotir of annual elections. 

Your humble servant, 

J. S. 



INSCRIPTION OF CHESTERFIELD, N. H. 

[Communicated b^ Larkin G. M£ad, Esq.] 

CflfiSTEEFiELD, a post towu, ui Cheshire county, in lati- 
tude .42o 53' North, is bounded N. by Westmoreland, E. 
by Keene and Swanzey, S. by Winchester and Hinsdale 
and W. by Dummerstowii, Vermont. It contains 29,431L 
square acres. It is 11 miles from Keenc, 65 from Con- 
cord and 90 from Boston. Th^ town is generally hilly 
and uneven. Few towns on Connecticut river have so 
little interval land. For the whole six miles that it lies 
upon the river, the hills approach near to the river^s side* 
There is much good upland, and our farmers raise very 
good crops, of hay and Indian corn. The chief articles 
of export arc beef, pork, butter and cheese. Chesterfield 
has three villages. The principal one, through which the 
stage road passes, leading from Hartford to Hanover, is 
situated near the centre of the town and three miles east 
of Connecticut river. Here are the meeting house, 
academy and a number of dwelling houses. The western 
village is sit'^ated near ^ the river, on a considerable 
stream, called " CatVbane hrook." To this stream the 
village owes its existence ; there being no stream of water 
3iear the principal village,which is situated on high ground* 

RivxRs, &c. — The Connecticut river passes uirougb 
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the western bounds of Ckesterfield. CatVbane biook 
is a stream of great importance to the lown^ iWmidbuig 
man^ mill seats. There is soUtething so singular in m 
origin of its name, that I shall here relaite the circuBF 
stance which gave rise to it. In ^den tiriisi' whtn ia^v- 
ellers went bj marked trees from town to lown^ twa amo 
passed through Chesterfield. Tbejr camei on t&eir way^ 
to this brook. Thej refreshed themselves by e«tiBg a 
luncheon and drinking of the waters. One of oor travel* 

' lers was in a horrj, while the other wae disposed to lin- 
ger. As the first urged his companion to quit the brook 
and travel on,the other told biiti very cooflv be was in no 
haste, and wished to drink again flom ihe brook, and 
bending leisurely down, todk another draught, at which 
his impatient and enraged companion exclaimed, ^d-*-B 
you," I wish the brook was Cat^S'ham^ for* yo^ir sake," 
/ meaning probably RaCs-hane* The expression produced 
no small merriment among those to whom it was reialed, 
and the brook has been ever since called ^CatVbane 
brook." 

SpaffbrJPs Lake is situated about one mik norA of 
Chesterfield meeting-house. This beautiful lake is of 
great importance to tne town. It is about e^ht miles m 
^^ circumference, fed by springs in its bosom. No ooitsMera- 
Ue stream empties into it, bu^ one issues frbmit suffidetttfy 
laree to carry the machinery of a cotton fatclory, saijr- 
mills, gristmills^ &c. On this stream, ii^uing from the 
east side of the lake, is situated the east village of Ches* 
terfield. — This stream, which is called "Patridge^s 
brook," afler running about six miles and furnlsking ma- 

, ny fine mill seats, empties into Connecticut river near 
Westmoreland village. The Water , of this lake is re- 
markably clear and pure— it!s bed being a white sand, 
used for sanding floors. You may see small fish in its 
waters at the depth df twenty feet. Although it cioHftains 
pickerel, perch, and othe^ kmds of fish, they are not krf- 
ficiently plenty to make what Would be called ^ootf^frAwi^. 
tn this iake is a very pleasant island, tdnitaining about 
eight acres. Many of our good people wilf have it, that 
this island Was the former residence of a tribe of hididfis ; 
and shew walls built out to considerable distance and at 
no small labour, forming a sort of cove, in which these 
same Indians used to take fish. They aliso Aew a hot- 
low rock, in which they mashed their com — a level' plat 
of ground oii which they peHbrmed theif seversfdanc^ 
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and a oiound und^r Fhkh tbey buried ibeur chief. On 
the dea^ of tbw ehi^ (as the story goes,) they left thi* 
island and moved we^ii[and. With regsird to the truth 
of the tradition) I earn J^nly say Itiave viewecf the places 
m«iitkHa«dvfiod 9ee no r^eia^on why th# story mav not be 
tpuef The lake took iUnam^^ frpm a maja by the name 
of ^^(t^lkndj wIm^ biifoFQ any coQpiderable settlement was 
made in Iowa, pusofaaned a lot 9i» its sh(9r«, and; made the 
first c/eortng, nei»r iu • He being the only man who lived 
Reaf^jt7*-it «0Q0 aptqptk^d the name of " Spafford's Is^ke.'* 
WmmAim^'^^ mountain in Cheatei^i 

Md i»,W«st nvar mountaiii .lying partly in Chesterfield 
and p«% in Kinsdal^t > There was once a volcanic er 
liffiOon/roBithb momt^n* Ther/e is at pregeftt gt con- 
simi^Wma&Uty oif iava near its crater,. The towtt 
of:^Ch«^crmld, and tfae towns abovt it, were formerly 
granttdbgr SftMUiaclMisfttSf At that, timi^ Chesterfield i^S 
mSiad No. 1 j* Westmoreland, No, 3; Walpole^ No. a; 
smd Cbafieatofvn, No, 4, In township No. 1 , Gov* Belr 
chviManred t^ hiisks^lf a part of Uie • lerrit«Mry of thei 
town: Ihe ftfcNiesaid m^^intain was assigned to him, and 
waft faM>wn by the mm^i o( the " governqr'iMfarm.^' . The 
early inliabslanlfi of. Ihie vicinity discovered uncommon^ 
appearafioes^aboiu the mouth of this volcano, and; seeing^ 
an apettwe in the mpui^ain, supposed it led to a > silver 
ame which had hlofwn 4futy as they expressed it. Sever-^ 
alassociated with^a view to make their fortunes by dig-i* 
ging in the mine. Their first step was to consult a fa-* 
iB0tt»lMtm«4eU[er>'Who confirmed, them in their suspi- 
cioos. .^He aMUsadtbom of finding, silver in great abun-^ 
danee. But.lhey <did not own the land. . They there* 
fott dtii^ohedoAe of their company to the then propri- 
etors, of wbdoi ibdy.oUained a lease of that part of the 
mMRtain which, contained the supposed mme. One c6n-» 
dition of thfi lease was, that they should dig, during the 
t^tn for wUck they held the lease,, at least three days in 
eachyear^or the lease should become void. At this^ 
time^ they Ilarve dug, princijpally through a rock, between 
96 and 100 feel — following the course of the crate t 
downward* Although they nave never found any thing 
of vaim^ except, a few hogsheads of red and yellow o* 
ehi^, thejE are uawiUtag to. give upland to. this time r^- 
ulariydigat least three days in each, year in the moun^ 
tarn, that they may not. forfeit their lease. Tis said by 
those who live near the ihountain, that it frequently trem- 
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bles and a rumbling noise is heard in its bowels. It takes 
its name from West river,' which empties irtto the Cott-* 
necticut exactly op^site this mountain. 

" PistarclR mouniain,'* situated on the eastern shore of- 
Spafford's lake, is nfext in importance. It is formed Hke 
a sugar loaf, and is almost inaccessibte-^arge rocks {^ro^ 
jectin^ from its sides. It is called Pisfareeti tnbontain 
from having once been scdd for a pmtareen, or 90 cents. 
To see it, one would think that a feir price. 

There is^a cave, in the north-western part of Chester- 
field, near the side of a small stream caHed 'Governors 
brook. It is sufficiently curious to reward one for the* 
trouble of going* to see it, if he were paming near k. • 

History.]— The town of Cheaferield ' ww grafted* 
Feb. 1 1', 1 752. It was divided into seventy equal i^hcfreff, 
atod granted to 65 ^' loving subjects, inhabitants^'of the 
Province of New-Hampshire, and his Majesty's other 
governments;" Sixty-nve shares were divided 'among 
the 65 grantees, and the remaining five shaireirw^fegraffi- 
ted as follows — ^^Ori^ tract of land' to contam dWacree, 
^hich is to be accounted two shares, to Hfe ExeeHeffey 
Benning Weritworth, Esq. ; one whole share tor the rin- 
corporated sdciety for the propagatiott of the'gdspd'in 
foreign parts ; one whole snare for the first «ettte(i minis- 
ter of the gospel in said town, and one whole share "for a 
f;l^e for the ministry of the church of England, «s' by 
aw established*^^ It is described in the charter ^^ a tract 
of land containiitg six ntiles square.^' • 

On the 25th of Noveraber^ 1761, Mr. Moses fihaith and 
Mr. William Thomas, with their femities, 'came to Ches- 
terfield and began a settlement on.the bank of Connect!^ 
cut river. Their descendants now occupy the la?Kl they, 
first began upon. At that day the river afibrded them an 
abundance of shad and salmon, and the surroundffig 
woods were well stocked with deer, bears and wild tur- 
kies ; so that they soon made out to live con^ortably, ex- 
periencing no particular hardships, other than* such as 
are incidental to all new settlements. . In con»fequence of 
dams across the river below us, shad and salmon cannot 
ascend so high as Chesterfield. In the Spring of 1763, 
Mr. Abel Emmons and Capt. Simon Davis moved into 
Chesterfield — from that, time the popdldtien so iooreased 
that in less than ten years the town, contained 1 dfff- faiiri- 
lies. Its pfesent population is 21 10. , J--' 
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CHURCHis.-^Tbe Congregatiooa) chwfch was fojm^^ 
in Chesterfield in 1771 — oonaisting of %Q male viembere 
and about as many females. Since its organizaliQiii 13] 
males atid tS8 females (in all 319) it^ve been admitted 
members of the eburch : now Uvbg in towQi 10^ Rev^. 
Aiirakam Wood was ordained orer tbis chyrcb and peor 

«le, Dec. 31, 1772, in the 25tb year of bis age» ' Mr. 
l^ood is a graduate of Harvard CoUege^-bas preach- 
ed in Cbest^i<field, every year since he was ordahied ; 
and at this time, ^although 73 years old, enjoys abiiost 
perfect health aad preaches every saibbatb. There k a 
small society of Baptists in town. They have m) meet- 
ing house and no settled minister or regcdajr preacbiag. 
They were incorporaied und«r the name of the "first 
B84>ti8t society in Chesterfield,'^ June SI , 1 81.9. Tbdre is 
also a small society of Univerialists, . incorporated June 
22, 1«18, by the name of tbe " Chesfterfieid Universal 
Restoration Society," This society have no meetii^ 
house, minister or re^lar preachmg. There are a few 
methodists and 9, fisLmilies oi friasds, or quakers» 

Schools, &c.]— Chesterfield Academy was incorpora- 
ted in Jan. 179S| and was opened Angiist 14, 1794. It 
has no funds, but the school h^ss coniinaed ev^ery year 
since it commenced, under the direction of a preceptor 
and eleven trustees. I^his was until within three years, 
the only academy in Cheshire county; and this school, 
under the instruction of a sucoessioB of able preceptors,* 
has acquired tsonstderable reputation. Mr. Otis Hutch- 
ins is the present praoeptor; a man eminently qualified 
for the employment. There are 14 school districts in 
Chestet^eld, the schools supported by taxes as in other 



A. D. / 

1794 Shelden Logan, 

1795^ JohnNoyes, 

1798, Brbdfhaia White, 

* lT9a, litiri Jachaom 

1806, Daniel Hard/, 

1808, Samuel Fletcher, 

1809, Jonathan Hartweil, 

1810, Asa Keyea, 
tata, Isaac McGoaite, 
laiA, Otis HutqhiDs, 
1815, Elisha 3. Plumb, 

1817, Thomas Hardy, ' 

1820, Otis Hntchios, 
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parts of the state. Upon an average, the schools con- 
tinue three months in the winter and three months in the 
summer. 

The Philesian Society^ is a literary society composed 
of students at the acaclemy, for the time being, ana oth- 
er literary young gentlemen in the vicinity* It was 
instituted A» D. 1808, upon the plan of the society of 
the " Social Friends" atDartmoutn College.^ Every stu- 
dent ^' of good moral character, and who is desirous to 
encourage and promote literature," may become a mem- 
ber and enjoy the advantages of this society. The soci- 
ety has already a library of valuable books, wWch is 
yearly increasmg* 

We have a ^^ social library" incorporated ^une 9, 1803, 
with about 50 proprietors. 

The first white child boiai in Chesterfield was Afary 
Thomas, born, 1762. She married Lemuel Stoddard 
and now resides in town. Mrs. — —Cephas now lives 
in town, aged 105. 

The first saw'^mill was built in 1763, by ensign Moses 
Smith and John Snow, the proprietors granting to them 
two pieces of land in said township, o%condition ^ that 
they would build such a, mill — ^keep it in good repair for 
five years next coming, and saw boards at as reasonable 
a rate as other men do in the neighbouring towns«" 

Hon. Levi Jackson, late a senator and counsellor, in 
this state, was a native of Chesterfield, born June S9, 
1772. He died August 30, 1831. Mr. J. graduated at 
Dartmoiith College and was for six years preceptor of 
the academy in this place. 

Rev. RoswELL Shurtleff, at present ' a Professor at 
Dartmouth College, is a native of Chesterfield. He was 
the early associate and classmate of Mr. Jackson. 



Scrap. — In 1687, almost sixty years from the first set- 
tlement of this country, there were but two attorneys in 
Massachusetts. The notied- Crown agent, Randolph, 
wrote to a friend in England, in Jan. 1687, as follows : — 
" I have wrote you the want we have of two or three 
honut attorneys^ if there be any such thing in nature. 
We have but two ; one is Mr. West's creature — came 
with him from New- York, and drives all before him. He 
takes extravagant fees^ and for want of more, the country 
cannot avoid coming to him." 



cAFTivrnr of mr. fitch- ^^ 

Particulars relating to the captivity of Jow FncUfOfAshr 
fy^ Mass.— Reified by Mr. Enos Jones, of Ashburn- 

ham* 

The town of Lunenburgh, in Massachusetts, was in-^ 
corporate;d Aug. 1, 17^8, and received its ndjne in com- 
pliment to George II. who, the preceding year, came to 
the British throne ; and was styled Duke of Lunenburg,^ 
having in his German dominions a town of that name.. 
On the 3d' of February, 1764, a ps^rt of Lunenburg wasj 
detached mnd incorporated as a distinct town by the. 
name of Fitchbyrg, In 1767, a part of Fitchburg was, 
disannexed to aid in terming the town of Ashby. Mr. 
John Fitch lived on the frontiers of the.county, ir^ the tract, 
now inchided in Ashby. After the cOmmeBcement of the. 
French and Indian war of 1746, Fitch proposed to the, 
government totkeep a garrison, with the aid of three sol-, 
diers, who Wjcre. immediately despatched to • hipa. Mr.. 
Fitch was a, gentleman of much .enterprizej ajft4 h^ t^ 
considerable dealings with .the Indians in p^Jtriofe, lursj^^ 
&c. and was generally well known among thena. , Sopni 
after the breaking out of the War, they determined to 
make him a prisoner ; and in July 1746-7, they^came 
into the vicinity to the number of about 80. The inhab- 
itants of the garrison were Fitch, his wife, five children, 
and the three soldiers. 0^e of tjiese last, left the garri- 
son early in the morning of the disaster, on furlough to 
visit a house at the distance of three or four milfe^^' ^A- 
other went out in quest of game. He had not proceeded 
far, when he discovered the Indians crawling in the higfr 
grass between him and the gsfrrison. He attempted to 
return, but was instantly shot down. One soldier pnljt 
remained with Fitch and his family ; and they determin- 
ed to defend themselves to the best df their power. The 
soldier^ whose name was Jennings, fired several tiyies,- 
when an Indian shot him through the neck, and he fell. 
Mrs. Fitch regularly loaded the guns for her husband^ 
and they contmued to defend themselves for some tim^ j, 
when the Indians informed them that if the v would sur- 
render, they should have quarter, but if they refused,* 
they should perish in the flames of the garrison. A'ftfer 
someconsultation with his wife,. Fitch concluded to sur^ 
render. The Indians then bijmed the garrison ; and af- 
ter committing various miscbjefs in the neighborhood, 
they took the captive family to Canada. Immediately 
after the garrison was burnt, Perkins,' the soldier on fur- 
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lough, esf)ied ibe ssftofce. and ob ftsceadifig a kili in the 
vic^nitj) he could $ee tbe ruini. He immediate^ eave 
the alarm , and in tbe evening nearly an hundred had as- 
sembled in arms for the pursuit of the enemy. It bemg 
dark, however, they conchidied to wait till the felkming 
morning, anU ere day broke they sat out; Aft«r pro* 
ceeding a »hort dii$tance in^ th« t^ck of the Indians, v^j 
a^w a piece of pap^r tied to a lim^bof a tr6^^which,oii 
examining, they found to be in th« hand-writing of Fitcb, 
revesting them by no means to pursue ym,as the IndiaiM 
had assured him of safety, If they were not pfff^iMi; but 
would destroy faim,if his Mends should atiei^pt hia rescve. 
Upon this the pai^ returned ^ their hom^s* At tbe 
close of the War, Fiir,fa tod bis fttmily were liberated } 
sind were erossirvg the Connecticut c^ their rettm) boxne, 
When Mm. Fitch took Cold and died. The rest of tbo 
family rettirned, atid FHtdi was^ afcerwaords married again. 
Jennings^ Who was killed in the garrison, was'bnrttt in the 
fhtmes. 'THei^am^ofthc ^dierkiH«d withomthe gar- 
rfson was Btbdget. live tiiM doldi^, wh«se iiaiae wa« 
Pefkf nsf^fec^p^. 



•1 






papimiyf of MaHV F6Wl£r, ef ttdjMfiim. 

Mary Fowler, formerlylWary Woodwell, now living in 
^Sinter pury in tbis stale, , wag; born in the town of 
l^pf^injtpn in Massachusetts, May 11, 1730. Her par* 
^ntsjnJQved to Hopkinton ip this state when she was about 
t|r(elye years of ag^e, and settled oti tjie westerly side ot 
Wlfjat.isqalled Putney's Hill^ 

. Qn tbe 22d day of April, in the year 1746, while? in tbe 
^am^on at her lather^s house, six Indians, armed with 
nm^Ket^, lomakawks, knives, &c. broke into the garrison 
and tookjcight persons while in their beds, viz. ttve said 
Mi^iry, her parents, two of her brothers, Benjamin and 
TbdiMSy Samuel Burbank, an aged man, and his two 
s^ns, Caleb and Jonathan, ^hey carried them through 
tptr wilderness to St. Francis in Canada. Here Mary 
aijud Jonatbai). Burbank were detained for the term of 
thre^ years, (though not in one family) and tbe other six 
were 9,apriea prison^trs to Quebec, where Burbank, the 
'^'^dfr.and Mary's uipthf r cjied of the yellow jfever in prV 
Tfi^ oiher fpur ^er? ^fterwg^rds exchanged. . , 
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The circumstances relative to th^\x being taken were as 
follows : Ten persons, viz* the ei^ht above mentioned, 
Samuel Burbank's wife and a doldier, were secluded in 
the garrison for fear of being attacked by the Indians, 
who had been frequentlj scouting through Hopkinton 
and the other adjacent towns* Earlj on the morning of 
their captivity, Samuel Burbank left the garrisan and 
went to the barn in order to feed the cattle before the 
rest were up, leaving the door unfastened. The Indianji,^ 
who ia^ near in ambush, immediately saUied forth and 
tpok htm» From this affrighted captive they got . in- 
formation that the garrifion was weak, whereupon d;iey 
rushed in, and took them all, except the soldier who e$r 
caped» and Bfurbank's wife, who aecfeted herself in the 
cellar^ During this attack, Mary's mother being closely 
em^^rac^d by a sturdy Indian, wrested irom his .side a 
long knife, with whi<?b she was in the, act of roiming Jhim 
through, when her husband prevailed withiher tq desist, 
fearing the fatal consequejnces. However, she secured 
the deadly weapon, and before they commence iheir 
march thre^ it into the wel^,from whence it was taken 
after the captive^, returned. Another ladian preseuted 
a musket to TMlary's ^)rcaait, intending to blow h^r thrpugh, 
Tjrben a chief by ihe n^mie of PeuAos, wl^,ha^ pF^viou%- 
Jy received liumppous kindnesses from ii^f father?^ famiV- 
1^, in^tai^tly interfer,ed, amd kept him fconitf his icr^el de^ 
sign, takijp^ her for his own captive^ 

Afte]f.,having sirrivetf at St* Francis, Pencnossold Mary 
to asqiiaw of another faniily, while J. Burbank icontiimh 
ed in some remote part of the neighborhood under his 
own master^ Mary's fether and brothers, after they 
were exchanged, solicited a contribution far her redemp- 
tion^ which was at last obtained with great difficulty for 
100 livres, through the stratagem, of a French dotftor; 
all previous efforts made by her father and broth- 
ers having failed. This tender parent, though, reduced 
to pgverty by the savages, and having no pecuniary as- 
sistance except what ne received through the hand of 
charity from his distant friieiids, had frequently visited 
St. Francis in order to have an interview with his only 
daughter, and to compromise with her mistress, offering 
her a large sum for Mary's redemption ; but all to. no 
effect. She refused to let her go short of her weight in 
silver.. Mbreover, .Mary had previously been toW by 
her mistress that if she intimated a word to her father 
that she wanted to go home with him, she should never 
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sec his face again ; therefore, when interrogated by him 
on this subject, she remained silent, through fear oi worse 
treatment ; yet she could not conceal her grief, for her 
internal agitation and distress of mind caused the tears 
to flow profusely from her eyes. Her father, at length, 
worn out with grief and toil, retired to Montreal, where 
he contracted with a Frenchman as an agent to effect, if 
possible, the purchase of his daughter. This agent, after 
having attempted a compromise several times in vain, 
employed a French physician, who was in high reputa- 
tion among the Indians, to assist him. The doctor, under 
a cloak of friendship, secretly advised Mary to feign her- 
self sick, as the only alternative, and gave her medicine 
for the purpose. This doctor was soon cdlled upon for 
medical aid ; feind although he appeared to exert the , ut- 
most of his skill, yet his patient continued to grow worse. 
After makine several visits to no effect, he at length gave 
her over as being past recovery, advising her mistress, 
as a real friend, to sell her the nrst opportunity for what 
«he could get, even if it were but a small sum ; otherwise,, 
said he, she will die on your hands and you must lose 
her. • The squaw, alarmed at the doctor's ceremony, and 
the dangerous appearance of her captive, immeaiately 
contracted with the French agent for 100 livres ; where- 
upon Mary soon began to amend ; and was shortly after 
conveyed to Montreal, where she continued six .months 
longer among the French, waiting for a passp^):^ 

Thus after having been compelled to three ytoivs hard 
labor in planting and hoing corn, chopping and carrying 
wood, pounding samp^ gatnering cranberries and other 
wild fruit for the market, &c. this young woman was at 
length redeemed from the merciless hands and cruel ser- 
vitude of the savages, who had not only wrested her from 
her home, but also from the tender embraces of her par- 
ents, and from all social intercourse with her friends. 

Jonathan Burbank was redeemed about the same time 
— became an officer, and was afterwards killed by the 
Indians in the French war. These sons of the forest sup- 
posing him to have been Rogers, their avowed enemy, 
rushed upon him and slew him without ceremony, after 
he had given himself up as a prisoner of war. 

After six months detention among the French at Mon- 
treal, Mary was conveyed (mostly by water) to Albany 
by the Dutch, who had proceeded to Canada in order to 
redeem their black slaves, whom the Indians had previ- 
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ously taken and carried thither t'^ from thence she was 
conducted to tlie place of her nativity, where she contin- 
ued about five years, and was married to one Jesse Cor- 
bett, by whom she had two- sons. From thence they 
moved to Hopkinton. in this state, to the place where 
Mary had been taken by the Indians. Corbett her 
husband was drowned in Almsbury river, (now Warner 
river) in Hopkinton, in the year 1 759, in attempting to 
swim across the river — was carried down into the Con- 
toocook, thence into the Merrimack, and wasfinally ta- 
ken up in Dunstable with his clothes tied fast to his head. 
Mary was afterwards married to a Jeremiah Fowler, by 
whom she had five children. She is now living in Can- 
terbury in the enjoyment of good health and remarkable 
?owers of mind, being in the ninety-third year of her age. 
'he foregoing narrative was written a few weeks since as 
she related it. 
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Account of the Fall Fight which occurred near Connecticut 
river,, May 18, 1676 ; and a narrative of the escape of 
Mr. Jonathan Wells^ of Hatfield. 

Several large bodies of Indians assembled at different 
places about Deerfield, in May, 1676. Two tribes had 
seated themselves at the falls, on the east, and the other 
on the west side of the river. A little below the falls, 
upon an island, was another tribe. Another had placed 
themselves on the west side of the river, at a little dis- 
tance above the falls : And a fifth nad taken their resi- 
dence at Cheapside. 

These Indians, being previously informed, by some of 
their captives, that the fences were principally withdrawn 
from the neighboring towns, had imprudently fallen into 
a state of unguarded security. The inhabitants being 
informed of this, by some prisoners, who hnd been so 
fortunate as tojnake their escape, determined to improve 
the opportunity, and if possible, extirpate them from this 
part of the country. All the soldiers, who could be rais- 
ed, for this almost desperate expedition, both from the 

* These poor oegproes refased to returQt beiDg^ better satisfied witk 
tbeir new masters. 
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nuKtia, and the Btanding forces, amoonted to onlj 
iMuidred and sixty. The standing forces were command^ 
M hj captain Turner, of BostOB. The Tolupteen hy 
their own offieers. Those from Springfield by captain 
Holtoke ; from Northampton, by ensira (^yman $ from 
Hadley, and Hatfiek), bv sergeants Kellogg, and Dickhi- 
son. The Rev. Hope Atherton, minister of the gospd 
At Hatfield, a gentleman of public ^pint, accompanied 
the army. The pilots were Messrs. Denjamin Wait aad 
Experience Hinsdale. 

These troops marched from Hatfield May 1 7, 167€, a 
little before night. Passing Deerfield river, «t Cbesip- 
side, they were heard br the Indian sentinel, who imme- 
diately aiGarmed the tribe, informing them, that horses 
had passed the river. Search was immediately made, 
at the usual fordmg place, which our troops had happily 
missed, having by mistake, crossed a little aJwve, hod 
the enemy finding no tracks, concluded that their sentry 
had been deceived, and that what he heard, must have 
been the noise of moose, passing ihe river near the ford* 
ing place. Meeting with no opposition from this tribe, 
our troops marched on, till they came to the falls. It was 
now about the break of day. According to their wishes, 
our army found the enemy in an unguarded situation, 
without even a sentinel. The reason why, at this time, 
they were thus surprisingly unguarded, was, the evening 
before they had been riotmg upon milk, and roast beet, 
having been pillaging cows from the neighboring town$. 
When the day opened, so that our army could dtstinguii^ 
friends from foes, they marched up and began the at- 
tack, by firfaig into the wigwams. The Indians awaking 
in surprise, and in their consternation, supposmgthat they 
were attacked by their native enemies, cried, Mohawks ! 
Mohawks ! They soon, however, discovered their mis- 
take ; but being in no situation to make an immediate de- 
fence, great numbers were slain upon the spot ; some, ^in 
their surprise, ran directly into the river, ana were drown- 
ed ; others betook themselves to their bark canoes, and 
laving in (heir confusion forgot their paddles, were hur- 
ried oown the falls, artd dashed against the rocks ; and 
many who had endeavored to secrete themselves under 
the river banks, were discovered, andslaio. 

In this action the enemy, by their own confession, lost 
300, women and children included. 

This victory, though greatj and obtained with the loss 
of only one man, in the first onset, was yet, however, dis- 
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astrou&in. thi& issue. The few .who bad nojt been slain, 
of this tribe,, after, recovering from their fright^ 'and being 
joined by the neighbouring tribes, discovered the, small- 
ncssof the number, by whom they had been thus furious- 
ly attacked, and by whom they had sustained such a loss^ 
pursued and harrassed the army on their retreat with 
such fury, that thirty-seven were killed, and several 
were wounded. 

This loss was imputed, in part, to the bodily infirmities 
of Capt. Turner ; and in part to the want of ammunition,, 
which was the cause of an ill-timed and unguarded re- 
treat.. 

A few, to the number of about twenty, did not quit the 
ground, with the main body of the army, but tarried be- 
hind, for the piirpose of firing at some of tjie enemy who 
were crossing the river. These men soon found them- 
selves under the necessity of disputing the ground, with 
a considerable body of the enemy, before they could re- 
cover their horses ; but after a severe skirmish, obtained 
their object,. s^nd soon came up with the army, which was 
surrounded, and fought on their retreat for tj2n miles. 
Seven or eight men, in the bednnipg ot the retreat, were, 
by soDfie accident, unfortunately separated from the ar- 
my, and soon found themselves lost. The Indians after* 
. wards gave the following account of thprn : That on Mon- 
day after the fight, eight Englishmen came to them, who 
were lost, and offered to surrender, on. condition their 
lives might be spared ; but, instead of giving them quar- 
ter, they took and burnt them in the following manner : — 
They first covered them with dry thatch, then set fire to 
it, and compelled them to run : When one covering was 
burnt off, they put on another, and so continued it till 
death delivered them from their hands. 

This expedition was productive of very happy conse^ 
quences, for the enemy were so disconcerted in all their 
plans and so greatly disheartened, that they never after, 
during that war, gave any considerable disturbance toithc 
frontiers. From this expedition may be dated their de- 
cline in these parts. 

In the above action was one Jonathan Wells, of Hat- 
field, then a youth in his seventeenth year ; he was after- 
wards a gentleman improved in publick life, and sustained 
a worthy character- The following is the substance of 
an attested copy of the account, taken from his own 
mouths 
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Mr* Wells was one of the 30 men abovementioned, who 
were under a aecessitj of disputing the ground, for the 
purpose of recovering their horses. Soon aifter he had 
mounted, being in the rear, three of the enemy fired upon 
him; one of their balls brushed his hair, another wound- 
ed his horse, a third struck his thigh, in a place where it « 
had before been broken with a cart wheel ; the ball did 
aot wholly break his thigh anew, but fractured the end of 
one of the bones, which was a little projected orer the 
other, it having been badly set* upon receiving the 
wound, it was with difficulty that Mr. Wells kept in his 
saddle. The Indians perceiving that they had wounded 
him, pressed hard upon him. Mr. Wells recovering a lit- 
tle from the first shock, and perceiving the enemy almost 
upon him, presented his gun, which gave them a check, 
and whilst they were charging, he made his escape, and 
reached the company. He represented tp Capt. Turner 
the danger to which the people in the rear were exposed, 
and urged him to return to their relief, or halt till they 
might come up ^ but he answered, ^^ It is better to lose 
some than all.^' The army was now divided into several 
companies, one pilot crying, " If you will save your lives, 
follow me ;'' and another, " If you resard your safety, fol- 
low me." Mr^. Wells was n#w following a company, 
whose course was towards a swamp ; but perceiving that 
a body of the enemy were there, ne left that company, 
who were all lost, and joined a small party, who were ta- 
king a difierent route ; but his horse soon failing by rea- 
son of his wound, and himself being much weakened by 
the loss of blood, he was left by this party, having only 
one Jones, a wounded man, to accompany him : They 
had no path to guide them, and were both unacquainted 
with the woods. They had not travelled far, before Mr. 
Wells was separated from Jones, and finding himself faint 
ate a nutmeg which he had in his pocket, upon which he 
revived. After having wandered in the woods for some 
time, he came upon Green river, and he followed the 
course of it up, till he came to a place called the country 
farms ; having passed the river, he attempted to ascend a 
mountain on the west side, but fainted, and fell from his 
horse. How long he lay in this condition he knew not, 
but when he recovered, he found his horse standing by 
him, and his bridle banging on his band. He arose, tied 
his horse, and again laid himself down ; but upon reflec- _ 
tion, finding himself already so weak as to be unable to 
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mount, concluded that he should have no fonher use for 
his horse, and being unwilling he should die at the tree, 
dismissed him ; but unhappily forgot to take any provis- 
ion from his portmanteau, although it contained a plenty. 
Towards night, being troubled with musquitocs, he struck 
up a fire ; but this almost proved his destruction ; it 
arose, and spread with such fury, amon^ the leaves and 
trash, that it was with difficulty, in his famt condition, he 
escaped perishing in the j; flames. After he was out of 
danger from the fire, he again laid himself down to rest ; 
but now new fears 'arose; he imagined that the fiife 
would direct the enemy where to find him ; and serve to 
betray him into their hands : Unwilling that the enemy 
should be benefitted by his ammunition, ne cast it to as 
great a distance as he could, reserving only a charge or 
two for their use, should he fall into their hands. After 
some time, finding his fire had spread coiftsiderably, he 
took courage, put some tow into his wounds, bound them 
m with his handkerchief, and composed himself to sleep. 
When he awoke he found himself refreshed, his bleedmg 
stopped and his strength recruited, and with the help of 
his gun as a staff, he was able to walk, though but slow- 
ly. The rising of the sun, convinced him ne was lost, 
and that the course he intended to pursue was wftmg. 
He had now wandered she or seven miles farther from 
home, than when he sat out from the place of action. 
He travelled down the river, found the end of the moun- 
taig, and soon came to the plain. Soon after he entered 
upon the plain, he fomid a foot path, which led him to the 
road, in which, the main body of the army had returned. 
When he came to Deerfield nver, he met with much dif- 
ficulty in crossing ; the stream carrying his lame leg 
across the other, so that several of his first attempts were 
without effect. Finally, however, with the help of his 

in, with much difficulty he reached the opposite shore. 

Iben he had ascended the bank, being greatly fatigued, 
he laid himself down under a walnut bush, and fell asleep. 
When he aw«ke, the first object that presented was an 
Indian in a canoe, coming directly towards him. Mr. 
Wells now found himself in a very unhappy condition, 
being so disabled by his wounds that he could not flee, 
and his gun being so filled with gravel and sand, in cross- 
ing the river, that he could not fight. So soon, however, 
as he perceived the Indian had discovered him, he pre- 
sented his gun, which so affrighted him, that he leaped 
out of the canoe, leaving his own gun, and made his es- 
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cape^ Mr. Wells concluded that ht Would inforift tbc 
irholc tribe, who iwre oiily, .a few rods distant, weii\ in- 
to a neighbouring swamp^ and findmg two logs ikear each 
other, and covered over with rubbi&h, he crep^ between 
them. He sooni heard the noise of Indians; but was not 
curious to look out after them* When the n<Nse had 
ceasc<l, he ventured .to proceed forward, in Deerfield 
meadow he found some horses^ bones, from which he 
scraped some matter, which served for food 5 he also 
found two or three rottcii beans, where the .Indians had' 
threshied,and also two. blue^bird's c^gs^ which was all the 
sustenande he had tiUbe, reached home.!. He. came to 
Deerfield Xown plat, on. Saturday night aboutrdark, but 
as there were no inhabitaj^ present, thetoWn havin^'a 
little before been burnt, he chhtinued his course in tne 
evening. . • :• ' 

He was ftftcn under great discouragements, and 
frequently laid himself down, expecting to rise • no 
more. He reached no farther than muddy broofc, as the 
sun rose on Sabbath morning. Here, seeing a ' humati 
head, which had been dug up by wild beasts, Mr; Wi^lfcr, 
notwithstanding the distresses of his condition, stopped 
to find the grave, which having found, he laid the'head to 
the body and covered it with nillets of wood, to defend it 
from the ravenous beasts of the wilderness. Aftar he 
had left the brook and entered upon the plain, he grew 
faint and. very thirsty, but could obtain no water for a 
considerable timc^ he was, however, often .refreshecLby 
iMlding his face in the smoke of burning knots of pne, 
which nc frequently met with, as the woods were on fire. 
Mr. Wells arrived at Hatfield on the Sabbath^ between 
meetings, and was received with inexpressible joy, as 
one having risen from the dead* He endured incredible 
pain and oistress, with his wourtd, being confiied several 
times to his bed, for six months together v and it wasup- 
wards of four years before he was sound. 

The Rev. Mr. Atherton, minister erf Hatfield, was also 
in this Action. But in the hurry and confusion of the re- 
tr^t, he:was lost; and on. the following morning, seeing 
BO \May of esc?kpe, he offered himself to the Indians, who 
on discovering him fled. Finding that they tvould not 
receive him, he aeain sat ^ut, and in a few days reached 
home* This conduct of the. Indians probably arose from 
some religious superstition^: 
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ijffis^eflaneous E^tract$ ffiom^ih^ lancupl rtcar^of iHe^town 
. , \ of Haverhill^ Mass* 

1650. Voiedj that all freeholders shall be coippeUa- 
bje to attend Town-tinectiiigs, and having jtawftjl warning 
they are to come within half an hour after tHe meeting is 
begun, and shall continue, .until sunset, if tb« meeting 
bold so long, underthe penalty of paying hplf ^ , busM 
of Indian Corn, or the value of it. , ! 

1650. Voted^ that Abraham Tyler blow his home half 
an hour before meeting on the Lord*s day and on lecture 
days, and receive one pound of* Pork annually for his 
services from each family. 

1 653. The Town voted six acres of land to 3ohn 
Webster, provided that he here for five years follow the 
trade of a blacksmith. 

Nov. 23,1659, Ordered^ that no man shall be taken into 
the Town ats an IiiKabit^nt or T\)wn-dweller, without the 
consent cf the Town. 

1 660. ' The present bufy ing-place laid out. ^ 

1661. Ten Pounds granted for & Schoolmaster, be- 
sides what he might agree for with the parents* 

1662. Foted^ to any Indian that shall |cill a wolf in Ha- 
verhill forty shillings. 

1667. All the Inhabitants on penalty of two shfllings 
and six pence a piece per day shall keep their places as 
' *tfcey are seated in the Meeting-Hoiise. 

'1669. Ferry granted to Andrew Greeley, provided, 
that he carry all Ministers over free that come to us, and 
in particular Mr. Symmes, and all inhabitants that come 
to meet with us on the Sabbath. 

1671. A school-house built near the meeting house, 
that shall also serve as a watch-house, and to entertain 
people on the Sabbath, that shall not go home between the 
forenoon and afternoon exercises. 

1672. A powder-room to be made in the Meeting- 
house. ^ 

1675. The inhabitants permitted to cut staves from 
the common lands to pay the County taxes. 

1675. The meeting house ordered to be fortified. 

1 684» "A new Gallery made for the women in the 
Meeting house., .. ■ - ' 

:16&7. " It being theinterest and desir-c of the Inhabi- 
tants for the sake of back, belly and purse," the Select- 
men were authorised to have a piece of land cleared for 
sheep J at the public expense. 
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1 696. VoUd, ten shilKn^ fcrr killing a wolf, since llic 
man declares it was a bitch wolf, ana that she will not 
bring more whelps. 

1701. The T#wn was indicted for not procuring a 
School. 

1716. TJic neighboring ministers invited to observe 
with thein a fast on account of difficulties and divisions of 
the bhabitants about settling a minister. 



WONDERS OF THE SEASON ! 

Perhaps no season for twenty years has been so abun- 
dant in fruit and vegetables of all kinds, as the past. A- 
mong the instances of extracrdbary productions which 
have been mentioned in the newspapers, we note the foi* 
lowing. 

Apples* — Twenty apples, taken from a tree b Mr. Eb- 
enezer Dustings orchard, b Hopkbton, weighed 21 lbs. 
3oz. ; the largest weighing 21 1-2 ounces.. Hon. John 
Harris, of Hopkinton, raised an apple* weighbg 23 oun-> 
ces, which measured 16 inches in circumference. An 
apple of the Greening species, was raised in Livermore, 
Maine^and exhibited at the Hallo well Fair^ weighing 
25 ounces; and one of a larger size grew on the same 
tree. An apple raised near Holmesburg, Pa. was exhib- 
ited in Trenton, N. J. which weighed 1 1-2 pounds. But 
the largest which we have seen noticed was raised by 
John Hill, of Bensalem township, Bucks county, ^ Pa. 
When taken from the tree it weighed 29 ounces, and 
measured 16 inches in circumference. 

Pears* — A pear erew in the gaitlen of a Mr. Saunders, 
of Salem, Mass. which weighed 27 1*2 ounces. Mr* J* 
Robbson, of Chester, N. H. raised a pear weighing 1 1<-2 
ibs. Many othera have beea mentioned, weeing from 
16 to23ounces» 
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Pumpkins. — Mr. Retsben Sharpe,6f Potnfret, Vt. raid- 
ed six pumpkins from one Jksed, which weighed together 
903 pounds; the tergeist 6^ lbs. A pumpkin seed acci- 
dentally deposited in a garden spot of W. M'Farland, 
Esq, of Hoi^inton, Mass. the last spring, produced 31 
pumpldns, whose weight was 574 pounds; the length of 
the vine and Infancies being 896 feet ! 

Beets* — A gentleman in Portland, Me. raised a beet 
^6 inches in circumference, weighing 8 lbs. 8 dz. E. N. 

Chaddockjof Hanover, Ms. raised a beet weighing 21 
lbs. and measuring 31 inches in circumference. The 
largest, however, which has been noticed, was that raised 
by L. Pratt, Esq. of Pembroke, N. H. which measured 
32 incheis, and weighed, exclusive of the tops, 22 pounds. 

Com.— rThe following extraordinary crops are noticed 
in the Vermont papers : — R. Moalton, of Castkton, 
reused 135 bushels; Gen. Cuptis, of Windsor, 118; A. 
Barron, Esq. of Hartford, 104 ; and E. M'Levan, of Bar- 
net, 100 bushels to the acre. 
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SPORTING ANECDOTE. 

MosEs Blake ajid Walter Bloss were the first settlers 
of the town of Ifeltbn, in New-Hampshire ; and for a 
longtime, with their families, were the only inhabitants. 
Coffin Moore was the third settler. A pond at the south-* 
east corner of Dalton, the only one in town, bears the 
name of Blake's pond. He was a famous hunter ; and 
the moose which, before the settlement of Whitefield, fre- 
quented this pond, often fell by the accuracy of bis shots. 
The following anecdote is related of him and another 
sportsman of the neighborhood. ' In company with Capt. 
Bucknam,'(one of the first settlers of Lancaster, and 
afterwards Brigadier-General of militia) on a hunting ex- 
cursion, they nred at a mark on a small bet. Bucknam 
first fired, and laade an excellent shot, cutting at the dis- 
tance of twentv rods near the centre of a mark not 
laiiger than a ctoUar. Blake then fired-^^nd^on going to 
the tree 0|i wliieh the mark wat| OMde,* no trace of the 
ball could be discovered. Bucknam now ejntlted with 
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warmtli, ''Cut out your ball," said Blake, " and jrou'll 
find mine oHop on'uV The operation being perfoppatd, 
the two balls were found, the one safely lodged upoa the 
other. 
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ANECDOTE. 

WitLiAji Stinson was one of the first settlers of Dua* 
barton. He was born in Ireland, came to Londonderry 
with his father, . vrhile young. From thence he went to 
Dumbarton. For some time he lived alone in his logr 
house^ destitute of most of the convemences of domesMc 
life. On a certain time, the llev.. David M'Gregor^'of 
Londonderry called upon him and dined with him. Not 
having a table or any thing that would answer for a bietter 
snbstiiuto, J>e was obliged 4omake use df a Bnsket turned 
bottom upwards, on which ' the dinner was served irp. 
The Rev. Mr. M'G. beint requested to solicit the Di- 
vine blessing, he pertinently and devoutlv implored that 
his host might be blessed in his ^^ Basket and Store." 
This was literally verified as Stinson became orte of the 
most wealthy men in the vicinity. 



Extract from the Hon* Sakukl Da^'s Addrest^ ddi-urtd 
at Amhersty Jlv£. 10, 1797, before the Offittrs of the 
Grand Lodgts of K. H. and Massm 

^' In this state we have a ' striking display of the in*- 
crease oi population. But little more than half a cen* 
tury since, to wit, at the time of the settlement of Rev. 
Mr. Wilkins, lately deceased, this town did not contain 
twenty families : and to the north, not .a single family pf 
white* people, between Connecticut.atid Merrimack Riv- 
er, to the settlen^nts of Canada;. excepH afew on the 
ban ksiof those rivfers." :/ . » 



.ERKf ATA» , . ■ . . i 

T9ge 6U— fifth line from top, read/row PsdUM^ %. instead of "from 

Isaiah." 
p la-'-^fth and 8ev«oth Itnee fram bottom, fo» *' Sufieook,*' iread 

Soucook'^^i^ beiaff the name of .tl» river alluM to. 



GENERAL TABLE OF COSTENTS. 



V 



AriieU. PAgt. 

I. ^M&ce,— tu )0^]ikie«ftfaii'plitteriU«i^tlCi^o, -3 

n. QQerkv M l^dhitioii to «ubj«bte <Ai wU^ infimii%dt>n it 4«sir^ 7 

1^. Topomphical and HistoHcaJ 9fc«Cch of AndDV£r, - 9 

W. Hombif^ hsaHlibtet iett 39 yean, !24 

V. AmathentickaccoaQtof the edgageindtit df Capl. 'ti«9rv«iltll With 

the Indians at Pi|^wacket, - - - 25 

VI. Biographical Memoir o^Rer.J^Maty Helktiiap, D. D. • 3T 
yp . Orinnai Letters, ... ^ 43 

VnL MToTQueesiAnQe, - .. .. 1- • 4S 

IX. New Method ofotil^ilMiiigtheitMlaioftke Fiat and La^rQsiar. 

ters of the Moon, * * >• • 4S 

K. Accoont of the Shaken in CaatMEkMgB, w«fh Ihc^ vtrittoree m «c- 

.ceaat8heretofure(p4bUffaed, ' • ^ « 50 

JI. Ecclesiastical History of PeteffbottOoyh, . • K5 

KKI. Scrap of History t«lttk^f totitfAii «id OttnlAbfas, 1. 97 

ami. Gn^ ftloo4y'SBceM]tt«f*iBMtiMr^tJiilhB Batten teAni. ^fai . 

1716. . " . . ^^ J8 

XIV. XM^'tpCivily «f iBMSft Bi*3p,«r Ik»<niwa« » 62 

SV. Aiiecdotes of the Indians, - - • - 63 

XyL Field Offic<n«flfoirvfbiii|MMttJn 130? «4 

C6NfM4!8 <0F No! fl. 

L tVMmiiitcil itti ftUtddcal t>etettjptiOii oTltiKDii— b/ 1U^. 

TtkOUlai Boede, - 65 

JX. Skotok of the Hiitoir, ' l3M>i«gy, kc. of ^^iUaanton^l^ Or. WO- 

hasB PrMcoit, - - • , - 22 

m. MoBtnUtyinAmhentliBr ISyeara, witl^'tt libfe «ifatb£lii^ thA 

aftes tot eadi year, ... - 8^ 

IV. Synopeieof the BiHe of Mortality for the town of Concord, from 

the year 1798 to 1821,with the diaeaaeaand casnalties for 1819, 
1820 and 1821-^y Thomas Ghadbeone, M. D. - 81 

V. Anecdote of Mn. Spaoleling^, a dwendtnt of thecelebcated Mrs. 

Ptn^on, . • . 85 

VL Biographical Sketch of the Hon. Matthew ThonUon, 87 

Vn. Biographical Memoir of Gen. John Stark, with some of his corret- 

pondence, - - • • - M 

Vm. NarratiTe of the Captifity of Mn. Shnte among the Indiam, 116 

DL Names and residence of the Officers of the thrae battalions raised 

in K ew-Hampshire during the Rerohition, - • . 128 

X Aiaociatioa in New-Hampshire to stand by the Protestnni racces- 

sion in 1697, - «... 126 

XI. Cndeman's Prophecy, .... 127 

Xn. Aaacdote of Indian Sigicity, -US 

CONTENTS OF NO. IH. 

I. ToMgraphical and Historical Accoont of Peterborough, N. H. ; by 

Key. Elijah Dunbar, A. M. - - - 129 

H. Notice of ttwRer.EUjih Fletcher, - • .146 

HI. Memoir of the Hon. JofliahBartlett, first Governor of N.H. 141 

IV. Memoir of the Hon. John Dudley, - - - 155 

V./NoteoatheAmJljrof PreiidentCatti, - - 166 

38 ' 



GENERAL TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

VI. R«p«rt made to the N. H. Medical Society, ob the diieatef of neat 

cattleinBurtoii— Bj J,F. Daiia,M.D. - • 161 

Vn. Cemnt of 1767, ..... 166 

Vm. Original Letter from Gen. Gates to Cob. AiUey and BeUows, 168 

DL Note on Amoekeef Failf, • * .- >.-,.'. 168 

X. American Sketches : Farnur'g Firtndt-^A Poem, 16t 

XI. Narrative of the captiWty of Bin. Johnson, of Chariestown, N. H. 

with an account of her safiBringt during four years resideace with 

the Indians and French, .... I7f 



CONTENTS OF NO. IV. 

I. The narrative of Mi^Johnson'sCaptivity-^oncladed 183— S39 

U. Names of persons kiUed or taken prisoners by the Indians, at 

Charlesiown,N. H.' and the times when, 339 

' III. Notice of iaases Rogers, one of the fiist settlers of Donbarteq, 940 

IV. NoCniespectiog Caleb Towle, - - • \940 

CONTENTS OF NO. V. . 

' I. Biogrmpfaical Sketch of Col. Winthfop Hilton, - UX 

II. Memoir of Capt Edward Johnson, the early hjfnriMt of New-^ng- 
. land, with eitracts from his history relaiiog to N. H. 252 

III. Notices of Rev. Messrs. Cottons, of Hunpten,* • - 257 

IV. Nottce.of the Rev. Josiah Steams, of Epping, - • 258 

V. Biographical Notice of Noah W^orcester, Esq. - 260 

VI. Note respecting Hon. Vl^illiam Gordon, - - - ' ' 262 

vn. £s:tracu from the Ecdesiattical Records of N. H. . 263 

VIII. ParttcnlBrs raUtttng to the first esUbtishment of a CoUm^o in N. H. 266 

IX. The First Constitntion or Form of Goyernment in N. H., with an 
original letter on th^^bject from Maj. Oen. SnUiran to President 
ViTeare, . - . _ . 272 

X. Description of Chesteifield,N. H. by L. G. Mead, Esq. - 277 

XI. Particnlars relating to the captivity of John Fitch, of Ashby, Ms. . 288 

XII. Captivity of Maiy Fowler, of Hopkinton, N. H - 284 

XIII. An account of the Fall Fight, which occnrred near Connecticut riv- 

er, May 18, 1676; and a. narrative of the escape of Jona. WeOs, 
of Hatfield, - • . - 287 

XIV. Extracts from the Ancient Records in Haverhill, Mass. . 293 
XV. Wonders of the Season, - . . 284 

XVI. Anecdotes, - 282, 285, 296 



' / 



INDEX TO THE NAMES MENTIONED IN 

THIS YOLUME. 



Adams Hon. [John] 152 

Rot. Zabdiel 56 

Samnel l^JBlake William 

It. «oI. Winb^TQ VU Samuel 

Rev. Joseph 267, 268!^ Thomas 



Allen [Dr.] WiUiam 53 

Rer. W. 263, 264 

Eliwh 183 

Anaenon— 185,239 
AndroisSirEdm. 255 
Annan Rev. D. 56. 132 

Hot. R. 39, 56, 13$ 

Anne Queen 45 

Apihorp Charles 237 

John 229,230,231 

Arnold Gea. 152 

Ashley Col. [Samoa!] 168 
AsteaAhiei 28,31 

AthertOQ Rer. H. 288,292 
Atkinson Hon. theo. 127 
•«-* Theodore H 57, 64, 
{214, 915 
AjerKbeneier 28, 35 
Badger Gen. JoMf>h 77 
Badger^ 71 

Badcock Rtr, J. 19, 24 
Barber R.£fq. 22,23 



Bishop elder Job 

Enos 62.63,214 

23 

15,23 

23,124 



50|CIough Daniel 
Stephen 



Robert 62, 214 Bnmap rev. J. 



Bamaid Dr. Sifai 

^-^ Fnincis 

Barron EUas 28, 31. 32, 34 

Abel 295 

Baom Col. . 191~1<V5 
BartJect Gov. J. 141^155 

Hon. Levi 155 

Stephen 141 

Baker Cornet 183 

capt. 127 

BametJonatImn 139 

Batchekleir Natb. 15 

Bathrick Pamuel 15 

Barr Samuel 64 

Bayley rev. Mr. 266 

Belknap rev. J. 37-43,257 
Bean Simeon ~ '76 
Bdcher gov. J. 129, 279 
Bedel col. Timothy 238 
BeU W. B. 124 



Beal capt Z. 125 

Beede rev. Thomas 65. 67 



B^Ilingham ^ov. 
Bellows Benjamin 

> colonel 

Beck Jonathan 
Barnard gov. F. 



253 

64 
168 
15 



295,296 



— Moses 

— Israel 
Blanchard Joseph 69:93 

— J^mes 125 
Blunt rev. [John] 263, 264 



Bloss Walter 
Blodgeitt capt. S. 
Bomazeen (Indian) 
Boynton Joseph 
Bi^ckett A. N^ esq. 

J. W. esq. 
Bradford Samuel 

William 
Bradstreet gov. 
Brejrman col. 
Brown capt. J. 

Ricburd 

Edmund 



Clark Peter 
captain 
Clapp Daniel 
Clinton Sir H. _ . ___ 
15lCoffin lev. P. 127,263,2^4' 
Celbum It. col A. 125 
Colcord John 124 . 

CobumAmos 125 

Corbettrev. [Thoma8]253 

Jesse 287 

Comwallis earl 110 

Cogan Patrick 1^ 

Cotton rev. J.(Bo8ton)257 
rev. J. (Hampt.)257 
rev. Samuel 123 
rev. Seaborn 257 
rev. Ward 263-268 



^. — Edward 
Bryant Walter 
Bucknam gan. 
Burgoynegen.101,107,135 



295 
125 

58 
125 

85 
138 
125 
124 
253 
105 
183 
124 

15 

i5i 

30 
295 



90 
85 

284 
15 
15 

124 
15 

126 
63 
23 



Bumside Thomas 
Burbank J. Jlcc '^ 
Calfe Robert 
Carr Hezekiah 

capt. James 
Cass Naasson 

Jonathan 
Carleton Timothy 
Call Nathaniel 
Carrigain doct P. 83,84 
Cephas mrs. — 882 

Chadboome doct. T. 81 
Chandonnet F. 
Chandler John 
Chamberlata J. 
Chaddock E. N. 
Cherry Samuel 
Cbesley John 

ThonMS 
Ohickering tev. J. 



23 



Fnderiok M. 124 Chase elder Ebenexar 



295 

124 

34 

137 

66 

20 



Enoch 

Dudley 
Church col. [Benja.] 
ChaprntrnJohn 
CiUey col. J. 
Clayes capt E. 



275|ciottgb Moses 



125 
125 
245 

15 
123 
125 

23 



75 

76 
253 

108,131' 



Cochran WilKam 139 
Cram Daniel 15. 

Crombie James ' 125' 
Cumiogs rev. doct. 56 

William 28 ; 

CunningbamTh. 138,139 

Samuel 138"* 

CnshuQgrev. Jena. 38,269, 
[2S4.265 
Coyler col. Cornelius 213 ' 
Curtis gen. ZeVaia 2f 5 
Dana doct. J. F. 160 

hon. Samuel ' 296 
Danfortk hon.T. 252, 255 ' 
Danford Joshua ' 23 ^ 

Edward ' 23 ' 

Dalton rev. Timothy 256 - 
Davis Eleazar 28, 31, .32 

Josiah 28,30,33,34 . 

Simon 280 * 

Debeline mans. 184 * 

gen.H. 97,125 



124 Deaii>om i 



Denison gen. 258 

DennetJohn 125 

Bieskeau gen. 218 

DinsmoreJohn 138 

DoW Samuel 127 

Downing It coL R. 64 
Drew capt John 124 
Dodfey gov. J.45,244-«50 
-Hon. John 15&.160 

— Edward 156,160 

— John Duke 156 

— Robert Earl 156 

— Gov. Thomas 156, 
[160,243 

-Rev.S.156,160«243 



BIOGRAPHICAL INDEX 



Dwlkv fltophtii 76.1S7|Fnuildindoct.B«iV- 151|B«^0 



JtasM 157 

• Ro^ 157 

DoailMr rsT. E. 65, 56. 199 
DMtiiiMoMt 1S5 



EbsMRT 



394 ^~ JanMfl 
Dottoa Mrs. [HuBtb] M 



Dwindl Amof 

Kutmin Amoi 
-*— Ephnim Cm}* 



Frrach SudmI 
JoMph 
Benjunin 

Fi7«capt. Imac 



15iHMthOca. Wilini 



15 

15 

126 



1M c^A.thfmm n^putotfoL W> Hl-t51 



31 



Haodertoo iOMph 

~I#iidrickc«l. 

■mJohn 



45 
111 
139 
lOS 
994 



■ ■ ■ . John 

— ^ctfLWmm 

EUdoi doct T. 

—* Robert 

r WiUiam 

Of 



15 



23<9Muctcol. 

t5 QOcbRfC RicMva 
139 Qilmw Bftf id 
1«5 Duriel 

15t Hiclnlt* 

195 coL 

S3w«^Cakb 

197 ^.^ MM. 

194.-r^Ni^ttepi«l 
337Gi]ppBJoMpl^ 



Wiotlirop 1c. col. 64 

-^ Mr.Joottlmii 99*-35 Wiotlwop 359 

Fiyor Natlwniel 197 Edwwi 941 

199|o;i(« Joim 64 MTiNNiiii Mk 

15 QiM c«a H. 99-199. 16g Jot^ph. 19& 

9!^99GvmiSiie1d.Gooi|e loilHibbaitl rer. JL 194 



mpL Aflipt. U4 QOTkin Rmt. H 



rw. OpbiMiq 969 



64 Enki«l UsSttvnloeii /mmJi 



>Suiinrl 



C«NM7^AatlHpj( 15,171QQcdoahon, WiUiM^ 
BwMiiifai 941 



Wiflud 

EMdddoctk 
Ficj Jotcpk 



capt. WillMm: 
93 — — Jam^t 
990ktero Jaaaph 
4I& 49 Gftbama John. 
1%B Grajr capt Jmm 



25^fOii!Kr col. 
137 ,— Hi 



HacH 137|.^^Htirh 
FafatfRtrtl^Eboa 191.939 ikmUjJonmm 

-^ m 198,939 Aiidraw 

auiaal US,9390MnreHa^wid» 

Jacob. 99, 91, 34 -. ^ NaUiaiiwl 
JoMfii 99,31 Qfqttet 

Farvett Jo«. 98, SO, 93, 33 HiJ« col. Nwlhwi 



— *capt. Imhic 
FavDaTid 
Faibtrs Joifpli 
^CieVfai 

---— ^ii|m9 

Ffci^Georfa 
Fitabrtr.Jabcf 

Jt|*P 

FM fov. Abd 



FbgC rav- [Ebowwer] 966 H»«ii«i ioiw 
F^OarSamiMikasq, 39^ Haibun Sf^hoii 



9i 



147 

139lHi«kc«oi 
134HobanStrowi 
64 Hojt Hicba^ 
76,19a John 
167 NnihMi 

169Hol»ati«v.4bM 
169 litmj lvoi7 
199 liv«elnN«M 
136KfeMPianm. 
98,3}ilo«eld.BtofeMd 



5t 
194 

l4Qo«Rgo 91934 



(963, 96^ 967 Hmo capt. Joli» lft# 



lift 
1H 



123 Hnia d«;t. J. ^7,6!4|I33 
ll%U4('ElAllcapt. Edmid, 347 

17}- iobn. 1«7 

33 HMCock prepidwtt 159 
93J|«wifoJQMi 133 

124 Hii^ Thomai 134»391 



367 IHmifl 

393 Hncioy nr. J« F. 
67 Hmtu boo. Mkn 



«/•. Soi(wn>hl77^33i9 

381 Jamoyr 199-409: 

76 ;«#»tooe m- «r. 66,1919 

3941WrJokn6M|. 1]6 

339 Banjamin 76 

3^8 K4i^f Ajf» 29Jj 

14QHnft|iveU£d«iird«9qr 19lf Solomon ' 39,39^ 

W<Wer Benktwi. 3» 

XinibalLc«4.Gaprso 399> 

BeDjaniin 183^ 

Kittfodsp/oMUNlt* 



Eltab. 

niM. Brid0«| 140| Jonaibm 381 

-*w £bon«M«( 136 Unnrood Jehn 39, 34 

Simeon. 67 Hmrkins WUUa 136 

F<ilp«Dl»Mbnnio| 6(4» W Kaikint Jn&Bpb 75 

— r^ fiNckolnn - 7fi Unren rar. doct. S. 

Fofjijtbn, David 1361. r263»36a^,368 

FqgBre?. Jerenu&H. 363iHiitcb Joim 137 

Jerry 124 H«ckle>r Jama«^ 139 

Fen,iohn 76 Bnjrwood S$cmual 129.139 

Fowler MNrj 393 fMnr Natbnn 

-«^ JeiPiiinbt 383^^ Natbnnial 



9U 



bini(Mnii»ll, 
WHHam 

iri[lliiirbiixi>i nl 
138 inv.Tbt«iM39<9»» 
l96Jn€kM»^Mi..l«. 391k 39ft 
199|Jeiregr George 1A 

189 Jepmnr. no*, 363 

64 MfenvibMftXb: IKIM 
293MtJfnbn 39* 9,34 
390 Awett mk MidM^ 63 
134 lt«M Jlicbard; 3% 123 
19^ 339 Vum 392 

137 Stephen 64 

196 Jobnaon.fppt. E. 963r96& 



boi«.^lbni, 

RobeR 
IToah 
Ichnbed 
Joeiab 



364»36i^ 

954 
39.31 

39^99 

99,. 31 



99^30,34 

KniKbtB«iypv ftOStn 

finnwles Sir,Gba«len US' 

eld.Joiio - 7& 

, Udboree Peter 191^23U 

64LaddEdwafa 18» 

l^.,.*Wobn . 18» 



UDCMAFHKUL INDEX. 



[963 268 



UM ntHkmhl MIBfblnii El«a«r W, 3t|FcM)l« JomidMUi i3S 

Jbakinlmac dMMtoeirelHth]. 14 powevi Walter 75 

lAkMNii T«bi«i l«(lfi»raw Joskna 125 Potter J««epk 13& 

bardoi^lioo. John 89jMitcheII SaoMMt US, 189iFrMo«tl JaIm IS 

fMe^lSdl rer. [Jom.] 253 Joseph 1» 

MKerfev.JenM 129 dacl.WiKMi T2 

Hffeedyrev.J. 267iPrilch«d Jerenieh 12» 

r wv. [John] 263, 267 Proctor WilHun 23 

lM(MoBtfoiaerj gen. MS Potaam »» Israel 2S4 

Mentcelai gee. I'M Seta 

Ifoere doct. J. B. 22, 2^ doot John 

«— ^ Jacob B. 
^— Cofia 
- Samuel 
■^deac. S. 



LafwifrDirid 
L a w ie nce 
Lancej George 
Leavitt Dvdllf 
-*— -Seniiiel 



im 



67 

46 

127 

126 

W^64 

124 



260 



102. 



Lee Anna 

WiUiaB 

Lamin Sa«ael 
LeAfer4 Thomas 
Leverettgea. John 
tinetkk reow Bema. 
"^^^ Il66,135 

— — oer. Joaaihan 66, 68 
Lingfield^Edwar^ 28 

I^t l^beaeMr 124 

LjdintJ. W.62»ti6.217 

LyoaAiroB 168k'2S9 
tiDTeweRoapt J. 26' 3 i 
— ^[Joaathaa} 57 

Logan SlMMe« 29t 

Lotirrchftcel. E. G. 64»89 
Main ler. [Aims} 263 
AlarchClenMai 64 

Colonel ' 249 

Martin WiWam 233 

Marsloa Faol 9. 23 

Massey Joseph 1^^289 
Mather rev. Richard 252 
-»^frw. docf. I.} 256 
—dr. C. 

Maod rar. Daniel 256 
MasDQ J. T. f3, 69, 228, 



126 Morrill capft. A. 



Samoel 



183; 9I» 

6tr 

9| EphraiiD 70 

225 Raino BUas 19. It 

14. 17 Ea&dolph Edivrard 255 
133 Raifabara Daniel Si 
124 Valentine 54 
124 Redman John 127 

2SI{Monrtson rar. X 65,122-^ Richardson oapt. Jet. 140 

{132 capt Z. HO 

132 ton. Bridget MO 

|J9l.--> Phinehas 76 

1»1 Thomae 26, 31 

17. 18 Riplej rer. (^hwnt 6$ 
42 Ritchie John 129 
04 WilUam 138 

296RobbeWi1liani 120,13ft 

58 it WiliiMa lS5>13t 

TTRobbJnsJoaa. 36.30,31 

124 Robinson Noah 135 

77 Jonathan 113»114 

T5( J. 294 

cap€.Caldb 124 



liTCoT Cbaries 
A^Lebd George 
Kf Alllster RandaH 
M'Gregeva Oatid 

rer. 0aTid 

JM: CiaiT capt. M. 
Bf Gafiej Andi%w 
M*Clnre capt* 
M*IVeilcapt. 
M*f?M Robert 

William 

M'Fariaad W. 
M'Conihefsa$c 
M^Levan mr. 
IvrCaaleylfatU. 
Miead L. CL esq. 
Mhloon Natbl. 
Jotiah 



129 
125 



125 

MS 



MwrtH Phhieas, em^ H6 Phillips hon. Wm. 138 

P: & E. 62 l>ikc rev. James 266—268 

— ^ freT. Nath!.}' 266 

docf. Silas 23 

MUTin Darid 29, 31 



——Themes 
*— Jonatha* 

'John 
Merey William 
Morse fof< Ittdtaiiah 
Menlton Jena. 
— .R. 

Mexus.(anlndihB) 
Mad^Beaja. 

Samnel 
ffichob Go). [Moses] 106 




James 124 Rockwooddoct. Eben. 67 

lloble Lazaras 116,117 Rogersrev.. Daniel 44 
Norton rer. [Johnj 253 James • 240 

IVorrie capt. Jaases 124 majorRdhert 94«230../52.^ 

I|Fo)re» John 64, 28 W * '<240» 286 

<»-— Joseph 21 Row Nathan 1 S 

t8T, 166. MOfOdterne Jetbam 14 RoireH capC Hl^liam 126 

Odtin rev. JMm 2^% 266 Rmt rw. Henry 263, 266 

rev. Woodbri^gv! 267 Rntledge hen. John 152 



HI 
14 
15 
Y6 



pSliOlcott Bolkley 
IM Oltn Gideon 
If^jOrdway doct 
Packer Thmnie 
Page Darid 
Ebetieaer 
Caleb 
Pkdgett WiUiam 
HZtpariter William, ji^ 
•24 _. David 
138iParMms William 
133-^ — reT.(SamL) 263,268 
295 Pa^nrst doct Timo. 67 
98 1 Partridge H. g«iT. 127 

295 Psogas (Indian) S3. 84, 36 
124 Pternn Peter 183, 2S9 
277 Penniman Adna 
62, 2 (41 Peirce Joshoa 14 



186 Sabatis, an^n^Han 2H2SS 
113, 114 Sanborn John 19 



Israel 
SartwellO. 
— — Simon 



54 

183, 106^239 

124 

^amiders mr. 294 

95|SttwjerJere(niah TO 



233 
K4 

183 
77 



124 PeppereH Sir William 40 



l>ikc rev. James 266—268 
Ptrtmb K. S. 281 



23 HaisteCTJohn 



127 



Ptomer gov. ( WiBiam) 38 



Scott eapt. WiHiam 124^ 

134—133 

Alertinder 13^ 132 

David 138 

James 133 

Thomae 130 

William 129 

Schayior col. Peter 2M| 

227, 232, 233, 237 

125|Scribner Saml. €2» 214 

Scammell col. A. 125 

Secombe rer. Josepih 141 



9enter Asa 124 

Severance Josenh 68 

Severahs Joseph 23 

Sharp Retrtien 295 

Sherman re?. Jofaft 180 



BIOORAPHlGAIr IKBIBL 



aiiepu^John 64 

9i»rbiiiwBiQm.jr. 214 Tit«aw F. an 
State inn. Fenny 116-123 — 



John 
SiatpaoA Thow 
StaeUir major 
Sleeper elder Aeh 
I Themes 
Smitfibon. J. 



123 
125 

77 

20 

23 

1$8,1^ 



boa. SemueL 130. 
. 137, 13« 
-•- — John, esq. . 
^-— Witiam, ci 
-1.— b. JonaUMn 
.«-.-— Irnac 
•*-~4^MoMe 
Snow John 
Spnrhewk ceL 
Specldiov Daniel 
-. — Edward 

mr». 
Spofford rev* Luke A 
Stanhope Semael 



133^138 

q. 133 

138 

76 

280,2821 



ShMej ctT. Wittiett ISTJThiMqMon JeaM SOiWddMrbeeSMnel 

213, tl5,21MThomton bon. M. 87.^1, 
Sheepscoft Ja enladien 68 149. 1(3 

Staortleff rev.RetiveU 282f' Matthew, jt. 90 

Jamei, esq. 90 

93 
Titcbmb major B. 123 
Toddc0l. A. 64, 133 



Towle Caleb 79, 240 White, Cbeilee 



Trae elder Waiiaa 20 

Tecke rev. John 12T 

Tucker Joseph 23 

Tamer cept. 289 

James 138 

Solomon 138 
Tjlfcr Abraham 

BeniaM. 11 



29S Wibiid Richard 



Tyi^cdLEIeaser 34, SSlWiUard, ooL Aaron 234 



Usher It. gov. John 127 

Robert 28,30,34 

280 Vambram capt. 211 

~ VindrielMons. 218,222, 

223,226 
851 Wadleifch cept. Jo«a. 2M 



85 

76 

183 



Stark fern John 92— 116 Walcut Thomas 



t^iUiam &2. 93 

hen. Caleb 115,123 



Steams doct. Isaac 2401 Walker re^ Tipiotbjr 26$ 



Stevens capt.P. 183—188, 



136, 187 
. 64 



Enoe 

Ebenezer 
.^ £\ .Stickaey B. F./wq. 
— i — Jonadian — 
Stiles Reuben 
5|tf9ronIka^d 
— -.Mnncl 
^n-r-WiJliam- > . 2d6 

Stpmbrow capt. 216,221 



192 Walkings Andreir 



116 
84 
67 
9, 



Stpne capt Beoja. > 126 
StotKCberieeJ.. .. 138 
Swen William . 138 

'. Joha 
Sweat Samoel 124 

Sjmmeft <Br. l^os. :^^93 
Ssulliiran gov. James 1 16 
-r-T-«en.Jobn .134,147, 
269t,f270 



Stoddard Lemuel 
Tegerard William 
Ta^gart James 
IWMlmr. 
T^lor Joseph * 
— r Se»nnel* 
Thacberrev. T. 
Thayer rev doet^ 
Thomas William 

Maiy 
Tbomlinsen John 
Thompson Benjamin 

David 

Ebeneser 

Joshua 



282 

125 

123i 

63 

63 

238^ 

56,180 

E. .154 



Waiowright col. 
Wait Beojamin 
capt. Jasoc 



Waldron Richard 
Shadrach 



249 
288 
1241 
41 
U7 
127 



Cbades, esq. 



WailaGeDaviJ 
Samuel 
Wiliian, 
Wallingford Thomas 
Warner Daniel It. col. 
Warren P^tiah 
lid, iSO WasbiMonsiMi. 98,1081 

151,216 



84 
233 
138] 
138 
124, 
14 
64 
124 



287 
WettNathamel 8% 

Wheclockrar.dr.£. 

266.2684 

Wheelnsfat nr, John 257 

Whid^enTiMlhy' UI 

James 116 

Whipple rev. Jeeeph 263 



138 
Phillips 272 

rev. Broi^toB 281 
Robert 23 

Whiting Sam*l 28.29,31 
Whittemorerev. A. 266 
Pebitiah . . 124 



s. 



14 
214, 216. 



coLJoiiab 180,181, 

naj-J. 64,187,189 

rev. doct. Jnaeph J180 

lev. nr. 231 

Joseph 235,239 

Jenaihaa • 123 

Moees 178,192. 

rev. Semoel 180 

ta^v S. 178. 179, 2$3 

Wilkias rev. rar. 266 

Wtlmerth, rev. Esra 67 

Wi'jon Hugh esq. 133 

}u>n.JaaMS . 138 

James jun. 138 

Nethaniel 76 

WUliam 138 

WiUiami Walter 15, 17 

Ennice ' 64 

rev. Jehn 64 

Peleg 124 

Wiacheil J^diah23,l83. 

239. 



_ ,., _„ "WtflfcUir Fmncis 54 

Watson elder Elijah 19^Wi»thropgov. John 242 

Wearoiion. MeJbRch 23 Wise John 123 

. 64, 77, 87, 147, 169, 269, Wolfegen. 174 



capt Richard 

Daniel 
.1391 Webster rev. dr. S. 

John 

Amos 
Wedgwood James 
Weed Dorothy 

Oriando 
Weeks, Major Wm 

WiDiam 

William. Jan. 
Welcl) Thorny 



125 Weods Daniel 28.30,34 
15 [ Thomas 28, 30, 34 



141 

293 



126 Wopdwani mr. 



125 

77 

75.77 

. 64 

76 

125 

. 23 



Wells Jonathan 287-292 
Wentworth gov. B. 70, 
[144,187,214,213, 
2^8, 267, 280 
280rWentwortb gov. John 39 
282 (77, 141. 146; 148, 270 
230 Wentwerth hon. John 150 
23 John It. gov^ 34 

2411 MirkH. 14 

2721 It. col, John 64 

1241 Jufan 14 



Woodbury Luke 
'Wood rev. Abraham 



125 

281 

71 

284 

260 



Weodwell Mary 
Wo«stergen. David 
Worcester rev. F. 57. 260 f 
Jesse 261 

Joseph E. 261 . 

rev. Leonard 261 
rev. Noah 261 

Noahefq. 260. 

rev. doct. Sem'l 261 
Thomas 261 

Worth^n Eaekiel 15 

WymanSetb. 28.29,30, 
' . 32,35 

Itrol. . 
Young David 
cbct. Joha 
Joseph . 
eldev Peter 



'» ' 



97 
75 
136 
76 
120 



V 
V 



ADVERTISEMENT. * 

The editors of this work, having deter- 
mined to alter its plan, and publish it regu- 
larly once a month, after the first of Janua- 
ry, 4823, — have closed the present volume 
If ith the Jifth number ; the whole making 
300 pages, instead of -400, as was originally 
intended. The price will consequently be 
reduced to gl,60 for the volume now com- 
pleted, instead of $S, as first proposed. To 
those individuals Irho have advanced Two 
Hollars for the year, Fifty Cents will be re- 
paid, or credited towards the n^xt year's sub ^ 
scription. Those who have not paid, are 
earnestly desired to remit the amount due 
immediately. 

QOTAl few copies of the first volume of 
the Collections complete, bound in boards^ 
maybe had of HiUi and Moorjg, Concord, 
N. H. 
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